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Al slop in election campaign and political propaganda

The development of artificial intelligence (Al) technology has progressed rapidly with newer
models posing significant concern for their “sophisticated capabilities.” Most Al tools that the
general public can access and use, however, remain mostly with generative Al platforms.

On one hand, there is an increasing openness to the utilization of Al technology beyond
media generation, taking advantage of the positive gains that the technology could offer.2 On
the other hand, gen-Al platforms can churn out hyperrealistic content that have been
misused and abused in mis- and disinformation campaigns.?

The current trend, however, that continues to be widely utilized in political propaganda and
discourse are the quick, deliberately sloppy Al-generated content otherwise known as “Al
slop”.
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2 https://sc.judiciary.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/AM-NO-25-11-28-SC.pdf



https://insights.integrity360.com/why-deepfakes-are-one-of-the-biggest-emerging-threats-to-cyber-security
https://insights.integrity360.com/why-deepfakes-are-one-of-the-biggest-emerging-threats-to-cyber-security
https://sc.judiciary.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/AM-NO-25-11-28-SC.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/what-do-we-know-about-anthropics-mythos-amid-rising-concerns-2026-04-20/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/what-do-we-know-about-anthropics-mythos-amid-rising-concerns-2026-04-20/

Al slop and political propaganda

US President Donald Trump has been tagged as "the first Al slop president"* for his
propensity to share Al generated content to push for particular narratives. In one video
mocking the “No Kings” protest against the Trump administration, Trump was in full Top Gun
gear as a pilot wearing a crown who flew a fighter jet that dumped dump upon fictionalized
"No Kings" protesters.®
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Screenshots from Trump’s Al-generated video mocking the ‘No Kings’ protest.

Used in election campaigns and political propaganda known as “slopaganda”, these Al slops
are "low-effort" whose "primary goal is volume or click-bait utility rather than insight, craft or
originality".® These Al generated content are “built to spread the message, not always to
convince you but to make you feel something — anger, fear — anything to keep you
watching."”

As campaigns to disrupt information integrity have gone beyond infringing on the truth,
emotional triggers have been key in engaging online users as well as the volume and speed
as to which similar contents spread online. Married with the decreasing trust in traditional
news media, the emotional triggers as well as the familiarity of the content with pop culture
references contribute to how engaged online users are in mis- and disinformation
campaigns.

Amid the conflict in the Middle East, the online sphere is another battleground. Described as
a "defensive memetic warfare", gen-Al media are being used as part of the propaganda war.

4 https://www.wired.com/story/donald-trump-ai-slop-white-house/
5 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWHDKDwnJZs
6 https://www.themarketingcloud.com/blog/avoiding-ai-slop
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Pro-Iranian Explosive Media,® one of the key accounts generating these media, use
Lego-style characters depicting key actors like Trump, have an "overriding message ... that
Iran is resisting what it sees as an almighty global oppressor: the United States."® Youtube
has suspended the pro-lranian creators for "violating our spam, deceptive practices and
scam policies."® Their content is still available on other platforms.

In his latest, he posted an image of himself as a Jesus-like figure amid a hodgepodge of US
iconography like the flag, the Statue of Liberty, and eagles, among others. According to
Trump, it was him as a doctor. He has since deleted the post."”

Explosive Media

Al generated image of Jesus-like Trump as a “doctor” (L) and screenshot of an Al generated video of Lego-style
Trump by Explosive Media (R).

8 https://x.com/ExplosiveMediaa

1

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c17v8y0z9z20


https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c17v8y0z9z2o
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20260415-youtube-suspends-pro-iran-channel-posting-lego-style-clips-mocking-trump
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20260415-youtube-suspends-pro-iran-channel-posting-lego-style-clips-mocking-trump
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cjd8jrd1vnyo
https://x.com/ExplosiveMediaa

8 I 5 A T

EEEAI AT

-

It's his last decree! "After | .am dead! fight independe rurl,’ Cut off the trade offreRiiEeIEagle Alliance
h

A‘j‘:l» e Alzj‘iﬁ.

China has joined the foray with a viral Al-generated video produced by Chinese state media "symbolizing the
US-Israel war with Iran by featuring Persian cats and bald eagles" reinforcing Beijing's "commonly used narrative
that the US is an aggressive, declining hegemon, while China remains a steady, peaceful rising power.""?

Al slops are intentionally sloppy taking advantage of the speed as to which content can be
generated unlike deepfakes that aim to deceive. As Al slops can be generated at a speed
and volume, their distribution tends to flood platforms augmented by platform algorithms'
that rewards quantity and engagement, not quality."

And there is an audience for them. In a study, between 21 to 33 percent of Youtube's feed
could consist of Al slop or "brainrot" videos with the top Youtube channel dedicated to Al
slop generating 2.07 billion views."®

For social media platforms, there is no outright ban on the use of Al. Some have
implemented gen-Al content labeling while others have policies against deepfakes.
Platforms themselves like Youtube,'® Facebook,"”” X'® and Tiktok'® have their own Al tools
that users can utilize.
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As Al slop continues to contribute to political propaganda, it's only a matter of time before we
see its widespread integration into electoral campaigns or adjacent electoral propaganda
during elections.

Al and elections

Al was viewed as a potential integral tool or to some extent posed a significant risk during
the 2024 super election year.?® Yet some experts and analysts said that generative Al "likely
had little to no effect at all."?' But it did affect elections with a study from the International
Panel on the Information Environment documenting 215 instances of Al in the 2024 elections
where Al use was characterized as having a harmful role.?

In the succeeding elections since Al has been openly utilized in various aspects of the
elections, electoral stakeholders have not looked back and they are becoming more integral
to particular areas of the elections. Al use in elections is a global phenomenon seen in
critical elections.

In Hungary, "networks of Al-generated social media profiles are also producing vast
quantities of fabricated and unregulated images and videos promoting government
narratives."” In the months leading up to the midterm elections in the US, a slew of
Al-generated pro-Trump influencers were identified.?

In the 2026 Bangladesh elections, a study identified 72 cases of Al-manipulated content
between December 2025 and February 2026, “specifically designed to manufacture false
narratives and shape electoral outcomes, gained significant momentum online.”® In the
run-up to the elections in Nepal, Al-generated deepfake videos and images were also
observed.®

The efforts to address the misuse and abuse of artificial intelligence in elections covered
prohibition on its use in spreading electoral misinformation and transparency through content
labeling. In Nepal, there is a prohibition on "the creation or dissemination of any content that
could incite hatred, disfigure opponents' images, or spread fabricated election-related
information"?” under the Code of Conduct issued by the Election Commission Nepal.
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In Bangladesh, the Code of Conduct® issued by the Election Commission stated that
"knowingly creates, publishes, shares, or promotes any false or misleading information,
image, video, audio, or other content -- whether created manually or generated by artificial
intelligence (Al) tools-- with intent to harm the reputation of any contesting candidate or to
influence the election result or otherwise impair the electoral integrity and environment, or
uses automated bots, fake accounts, or synthetic media to disseminate false information
against opposition candidates, political parties or the Commission, shall be guilty of corrupt
practice under Article 73 and shall be punished thereunder."*

In the case of the Philippines, a more expansive guideline was issued by the Commission on
Elections during the 2025 elections,*®® refining guidelines from the 2022 elections, that
covered disclosure of Al use in campaign materials.®'

The available literature doesn't really paint a positive picture as to how to best address the
abuse and misuse of Al, particularly in election and political propaganda. Guidelines against
misuse and abuse as well as disclosure of Al use through labeling in social media platforms
have their own limitations. There is also a challenge in the adoption of a content provenance
framework that some tech companies have backed.*?

Experts agreed "that creating [Al-generated] avatars is becoming easier, especially for
contractors and marketing companies that now specialize in developing and dispatching A.l.
avatars in bulk for increasingly low prices."*

As much as the people’s attitudes towards the use of Al and consumption of Al generated
content have been more open, they are also experiencing a level of saturation to such
content. With verifying suspected deepfakes becoming more challenging, Al slop content
with more emotive resonance to its consumers would most likely not trigger critical thinking
and feed into the feared "brain rot" phenomenon.

Echoing what has been said in an article, for now the best defense is our attention: “Slop
thrives on automation and on scrolling or sharing without thinking — something we've all been
guilty of doing. Slow down, check sources, reward creators who still put in real effort. It may
not fix this mess overnight, but it's a start.”**

https://asset.ecs.gov.bd/media/uploaded_files/notices/2025/11/dglYPTW1UYVO9pYS7cl3BEo Vu
BMnebsuyFxLa.pdf
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While guidelines and provisions in codes of conducts on Al use in elections are a welcome
development in ensuring transparency and deterring political parties, candidates and
supporters from engaging in mis- and disinformation campaigns during elections, election
management bodies and other relevant stakeholders could also help fill the gap in the
demand side.

Part of UNESCO's "Recommendations on the Ethics of Atrtificial Intelligence" is that
"members States should invest in and promote digital and media and information literacy
skills to strengthen critical thinking and competencies needed to understand the use and
implications of Al systems, in order to mitigate and counter disinformation, misinformation
and hate speech. A better understanding and evaluation of both the positive and potentially
harmful effects of recommender systems should be part of those efforts."*

With the wide availability of gen-Al tools, online users in general are not mere passive media
consumers. They are increasingly contributing to the generation and publication of Al
generated content as part of their engagement in the electoral and political discourse. Voter
and civic education programs should incorporate media, information and digital literacy
focused on critical media consumption as well as responsible civic participation and
engagement.
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