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Summary

From 25 December 2023 and Election Day on 7 January 2024, the Asian Network for Free

Elections (ANFREL) monitored a political and electoral landscape marred with instances of

political violence between Awami League (AL) and independent candidates as well as arson

attacks to polling centres and election camps, anti-election campaigns by the opposition

parties including the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and the continued arrests of

opposition leaders and activists.1

The 12th Parliamentary Elections saw a variety of concerning incidents, ranging from the

boycotting of polls by candidates citing rigging allegations to clashes between political

factions.2 The voter turnout was the lowest in the history of Bangladeshi elections since the

general election in 1996, with a vast majority of voters citing that they already knew the

result of the election, given that it was one-sided in nature.3 The Chief Election

Commissioner said the voter turnout was 28%, but was promptly interrupted and

‘corrected’, after which he claimed a 40% voter turnout.4

4 https://www.newagebd.net/article/222170/low-turnout-rigging-boycott-mark-js-polls;
https://netra.news/2024/election-comission-dashboard-shows-28-voter-turnout/

3 https://www.newagebd.net/article/222077/cross-sections-of-people-reluctant-to-cast-vote

2 https://www.newagebd.net/article/222255/44-candidates-boycott-polls;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/222190/two-injured-in-clash-between-ctg-al-independent-candidates-supporters;
https://www.thedailystar.net/election-2024/news/news/munshiganj-al-leader-killed-near-polling-centre-3513176

1 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221674/use-of-guns-crude-bombs-in-polls-violence-continues;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/221923/campaign-booths-set-on-fire;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/221181/assault-gun-use-code-breach-continue-across-bangladesh;
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/81vxd33ctt;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/4-bnp-leaders-arrested-while-distributing-anti-polls-leaflet
s-3505636; https://www.newagebd.net/article/221682/1724-opposition-people-convicted-in-five-months
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Reports suggested that AL supporters engaged in tactics such as casting multiple votes,

ballot box stuffing, creating artificial queues to impress media, and bringing in non-voters

to create a false impression of voter presence.5 Journalists had reportedly witnessed acts of

electoral misconduct at polling centres, while multiple journalists were harassed and

attacked for taking pictures and videos of these misconducts.6 Despite these, the Election

Commission said the elections were ‘free and fair’.7

Certain international observers, including former US Congressman Jim Bates, deemed the

election 'free and fair,' but the contrast with domestic dissatisfactions and allegations raised

questions about the credibility of certain observer groups and individuals.8

The Election Day scenario was marked by a deepening political divide, with BNP persisting

in its movement, opposition parties demanding a new election, and instances of violence

and electoral misconduct creating tensions.9 Foreign reactions, while varied, do not fully

align with the domestic sentiment, raising questions about the international perception of

the election. The electoral landscape remains tumultuous, leaving the nation grappling with

the aftermath of a contentious electoral process marred by accusations of irregularities,

violence, and a lack of confidence in the electoral system's integrity.

9 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/g8u3n7v0i1;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/222257/mancha-other-opposition-parties-call-demos-for-today-tomorrow

8 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/local-news/k5kr49oqt4;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/222254/most-intl-observers-find-election-free-fair

7 https://www.newagebd.net/article/222194/cec-terms-election-free-fair

6 https://www.newagebd.net/article/222256/journalists-attacked;
https://www.thedailystar.net/election-2024/news/news/ballot-stuffing-attempt-2-star-reporters-cornered-bearing-witness-3513841;
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/local-news/k5kr49oqt4

5 https://www.thedailystar.net/election-2024/news/news/bcl-men-cast-votes-taking-over-du-centre-3513921;
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/local-news/k5kr49oqt4;
https://www.thedailystar.net/election-2024/news/news/ballot-stuffing-attempt-2-star-reporters-cornered-bearing-witness-3513841;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/222189/fake-queues-at-different-capital-polling-centres;
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/local-news/3n5d7vg33y
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15 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221143/presiding-officers-asked-to-post-copy-of-vote-counting-details; Note: According to
Section 36 of the Representation of the People Order, 1972, each Presiding Officer is mandated to send a copy of the vote counting
details directly to the Election Commission from the polling stations through the postal service.

14 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221082/ec-to-start-sending-ballots-to-dists-today

13

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/faridpur-3-two-supporters-al-candidate-attacked-injured-3
503511

12 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221195/jp-seeks-vote-to-save-country-from-al-misrule
11 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221126/ganatantra-mancha-announces-3-day-mass-contact-across-bangladesh

10

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/pre-polls-violence-leaves-12-injured-three-districts-35024
01
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25 December

At least 12 people were injured and the house of a Union Parishad chairman was vandalised in

incidents of election-related violence in four districts since the night of 23 December 2023.10

Ganatantra Mancha, a coalition of six political parties, had declared a three-day mass contact

program across Bangladesh. This initiative aligns with an identical program of the BNP-led

alliance, aiming to emphasise their demands for the cancellation of the one-sided general

election and advocating for a participatory national election within 90 days after dissolving the

Parliament.11

Jatiya Party Chairman GM Quader had urged the people to vote for Jatiya Party in the next

election to bring about change and peace. He emphasised the need for Jatiya Party to save the

country from what he described as the misrule, looting, and corruption of AL.12

Two supporters of Shamim Haque, the AL candidate for Faridpur-3 constituency, were attacked

and injured in the Bishnupur area of Faridpur district's Sadar subdistrict.13

The Election Commission had initiated the distribution of ballot papers to the Returning

Officers responsible for the 300 Jatiya Sangsad constituencies, in preparation for the upcoming

general election.14

The Election Commission had instructed Presiding Officers to send a copy with details of vote

counting to the Commission via post after the conclusion of the upcoming general election.15
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21 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221274/36-more-bnp-people-convicted
20 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/shooting-twice-enough-3504566
19 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/463tooddwg
18 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/candidates-can-campaign-through-sms-3502366
17 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221127/new-platform-formed-to-monitor-jan-7-general-election
16 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/ec-hold-meeting-foreign-diplomats-jan-4-3502871

The Election Commission had extended an invitation to the Heads of embassies and missions

in Bangladesh, along with the Resident Representative of UNDP, for a meeting scheduled on 04

January, 2024. The purpose of the meeting will be to brief them about the upcoming national

election.16

A new alliance named the 'Election Observer Consortium' was established to monitor

Bangladesh's upcoming general election.17

Candidates participating in the upcoming elections will be allowed to send text messages

directly to their voters, following an amendment to the directive by the Bangladesh

Telecommunication Regulatory Commission.18

26 December

AL had conducted a training programme for its leaders and activists in the Jamalpur district

office as part of its efforts to boost voter turnout in the upcoming Parliamentary election. Each

participant was assigned the responsibility of bringing 200 voters to polling stations. Similar

training initiatives were carried out nationwide, with 202,580 vote-seeking activists trained in

118 constituencies as of 26 December under the offline campaign program initiated by AL’s

National Election Conducting Committee.19

An independent candidate from Khulna-5 constituency, Sheikh Akram Hossain, who is also the

President of AL’s Phultala subdistrict unit, openly threatened to shoot the supporters of his

AL-nominated rival, during a rally.20

At least 36 BNP leaders and activists, including Jatiotabadi Swecchasebak Dal General

Secretary Rajib Ahsan and its Dhaka South City unit President Zahir Uddin Tuhin, were

convicted and sentenced to varying jail terms in two violence cases.21
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27 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221275/eu-asks-al-who-to-be-opposition-in-next-bangladesh-parliament
26 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221212/police-foil-ganatantra-mancha-mass-contact-programme-in-dhaka
25 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/faridpur-3-ak-azads-supporter-stabbed-3503716

24 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221299/al-candidates-supporters-beat-independents-workers-in-rajshahi;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/rangpur-5-10-hurt-supporters-al-independent-clash-3503
811

23 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221273/bnp-people-held-while-distributing-leaflets
22 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/bnp-conducts-mass-contact-campaign-rajshahi-3503476

BNP leaders and activists had conducted a campaign in Rajshahi's Lakshmipur area as part of

their mass contact program to garner support for their movement to boycott the upcoming

national election.22

BNP had accused the government of persisting in cracking down on its leaders and activists as

they were engaged in a leaflet distribution program, urging people to boycott the upcoming

general election. BNP had also claimed that the crackdown, ongoing since 28 October, had

resulted in the imprisonment of over 23,000 BNP leaders and activists in two months.23

In separate incidents in Rajshahi-4 constituency, three supporters of an independent candidate

were reportedly injured in attacks allegedly carried out by supporters of 'Boat,' which is the

electoral symbol of AL, in Rajshahi's Bagmara subdistrict. Also in Rangpur, at least 10 people

were injured in a clash between the supporters of AL candidate Rashek Rahman and

independent candidate Zakir Hossain for the Rangpur-5 constituency.24

In the Faridpur-3 constituency, a supporter of independent candidate AK Azad was allegedly

stabbed by supporters of AL candidate Shamim Haque in the Mamudpur area under Sadar

subdistrict in Faridpur.25

The Police had reportedly thwarted a pre-scheduled mass contact program of Ganatantra

Mancha in front of the Bangladesh Bank headquarters at Motijheel in Dhaka. After holding a

short rally in front of the Bangladesh Bank around noon, Ganatantantra Mancha leaders and

activists attempted to begin a procession and mass contact towards Hatkhola in Dhaka.

However, the Police, deployed in the area, encircled them and prevented them from advancing

with their procession.26

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader mentioned that European Union delegates had inquired

about the opposition party in the upcoming national Parliament. Quader noted that the

response given was that the election results would determine the opposition party.27
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34 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/ec-brief-intl-observers-media-january-6-3504046
33 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221225/army-deployment-across-bangladesh-from-jan-3

32

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/polls-code-breach-102-al-picks-given-show-cause-notice
s-3503846

31 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/internet-wont-be-slowed-polls-day-ec-3504021
30 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/al-candidate-sued-assaulting-journo-3503961

29 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221272/cec-assures-no-voting-in-bangladesh-at-night;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/free-fair-polls-any-cost-3504026

28 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221228/bgb-to-be-deployed-across-bangladesh-from-dec-29-minister

Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan had said that to ensure overall peace and law and order in

the country leading up to the upcoming Parliamentary election, Border Guard Bangladesh

(BGB) will be deployed nationwide from 29 December, and will be in the field alongside the

Army.28

Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal had assured that voting would not occur on

the night before the upcoming general election. He had also directed the local administration of

Chattogram and law enforcement agencies to ensure that the upcoming polls are conducted in

a free, fair, and peaceful manner at any cost to ensure acceptance.29

The Election Commission had filed a case against Mustafizur Rahman Chowdhury, the AL

candidate for Chattogram-16, for allegedly assaulting a journalist and violating the Electoral

Code of Conduct during the submission of his nomination papers on 30 November.30

The Election Commission had stated that it will not issue any instructions to slow down the

internet speed during the upcoming general polls.31

Data from the Election Commission revealed that at least 102 of the electoral rules violators

are AL candidates. The Electoral Enquiry Committees, formed by the Election Commission to

investigate poll irregularities, had also issued show-cause notices to 236 candidates and 20 of

their supporters over allegations of breaching the Electoral Code of Conduct.32

The Election Commission had confirmed that the Army will be deployed on 03 January 2024 to

enhance law and order across Bangladesh ahead of the upcoming general election. The Armed

Forces Division had informed the Election Commission that they will be in the field for a total

of eight days until 10 January 2024.33

The Election Commission had scheduled a briefing for international observers and the media

on 06 January. The purpose of the briefing will be to provide information about the election

process and to outline the guidelines for monitoring the election.34
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38 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221181/assault-gun-use-code-breach-continue-across-bangladesh

37

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/18-candidates-have-liquid-assets-worth-over-tk-100cr-tib
-3503646

36 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221244/1350pc-among-mp-candidates-self-educated;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/221220/927pc-candidates-face-cases-18pc-had-cases-against-them-in-the-past-tib

35 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221268/businesspeople-likely-to-dominate-bangladesh-js-again

The substantial presence of businessmen among election candidates suggested that their

representation in the new Parliament could be significant, and there are concerns about the

potential influence of money in the upcoming general election. According to data from

Transparency International Bangladesh, only 2.86% of the candidates are politicians, while the

majority, 57.34%, are businessmen. Additionally, 9.17% are lawyers, and 7.81% list farming as

their profession.35

According to Transparency International Bangladesh, a minimum of 13.50% of eligible

candidates, who asserted to be self-educated with no formal education, are participating in the

upcoming general election. Moreover, at least 170 candidates, which make up 9.27% of the

total candidates contesting the upcoming general election in Bangladesh, are facing cases on

various charges. These charges include launching physical attacks, disturbing public order, and

involvement in life-threatening crimes. Additionally, 344 candidates have had cases against

them in the past.36

Transparency International Bangladesh had also reported that as many as 18 candidates for

the upcoming general election have liquid and movable properties worth over Tk. 1

Billion/100 Crore each.37

Various incidents, including the use of firearms, physical assaults, intimidation, and clashes

between AL and party-backed independent candidates, were reported in different locations

across Bangladesh. These incidents have resulted in numerous injuries, including campaigners

for the upcoming general election. Despite the Home Ministry's ban on carrying or brandishing

licensed weapons until 9 January 2024, incidents of using firearms were reported in

Chuadanga and Tangail on 23 and 24 December night.38
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43 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221366/lda-condemns-attack-of-ruling-party-activists-during-leaflet-distribution
42 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221369/mancha-urges-people-to-reject-one-sided-election
41 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/attack-threat-faridpur-3-3504736

40 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221300/al-election-manifesto-unveiled-pledging-to-build-smart-bangladesh;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/221302/al-pledges-to-protect-journalists-from-torture-intimidation

39 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221359/29-more-bnp-people-convicted

27 December

The Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Court sentenced an additional 29 leaders and activists of

BNP and its affiliated organisations to varying jail terms in three violence cases.39

AL’s election manifesto included pledges to build a smart Bangladesh, control commodity

prices, and generate more employment. AL President and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina had

also promised to establish measures to ensure that journalists in Bangladesh do not encounter

torture, intimidation, or false cases if her party is elected in the upcoming general election.40

AK Azad, an independent candidate in Faridpur-3, had claimed that 20 of his supporters were

attacked and his temporary campaign offices were vandalised by supporters of the AL

candidate Shamim Haque.41

Leaders of the Ganatantra Mancha had urged the people during a rally in Dhaka to reject the

upcoming one-sided general election. They had also called on voters to not go to the polling

stations on election day, and to refrain from casting their votes in what they characterised as a

farcical general election.42

Activists from the AL-backed student organisation Chhatra League and the Party’s youth wing

Juba League reportedly prevented Socialist Party of Bangladesh (a member of the Left

Democratic Alliance) activists from distributing anti-election leaflets in the Dewanhat area of

Chattogram. The incident escalated into an assault. The Central Steering Committee of the Left

Democratic Alliance had condemned the attack in a press statement and called for the trial of

those responsible.43

At least 18 people were injured in pre-polls violence, and six individuals were arrested in four

separate districts since the night of 25 December.44
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The election camp of Ziaul Haque Sumon, an independent candidate for the Chattogram-11

(Bandar-Patenga) constituency, was set on fire. Supporters of the independent candidate had

accused the supporters of the ‘Boat’ symbol for the incident.45

Hefajat-e-Islami Bangladesh had decided to postpone their scheduled rally on 29 December in

Dhaka, taking into consideration the present situation in the country.46

A team from the European Union Election Expert Mission to Bangladesh had conducted

separate meetings with Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen and BNP leaders. The Foreign

Minister had said that the Team posed several questions regarding the election, but refrained

from expressing any opinions. BNP leaders had told the Team that the upcoming general

election will be 'one-sided', and had presented the Team with necessary information and

evidence to that extent.47

The Supreme Court had upheld a High Court order that rejected a petition challenging the

legality of the schedule announcement for the 12th parliamentary election, clearing the way

for the Election Commission to hold the election on 07 January.48

An internal Police document had revealed that out of 135 incidents of electoral violence

involving the AL and party-backed independent candidates in the month leading up to the

upcoming general election, only four cases and four General Diaries were filed.49

The Supreme Court had directed the Election Commission to permit candidates from two

factions of the Gonotantri Party, a member of the AL-led 14-party alliance, to participate in the

upcoming Parliamentary elections.50

The Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi Forum, a platform of lawyers aligned with BNP, had declared that its

members would boycott the courts, including the Supreme Court, nationwide from 01 January

2024 to 07 January 2024. The Forum made this announcement aligning with BNP's call for

non-cooperation with the government in protest of the upcoming one-sided election.51
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28 December

BNP had announced another two-day mass contact and leaflet distribution program as part of

their initiatives to boycott the January 07 general election and support the non-cooperation

movement. The Party is set to observe the program across the country on 29 and 30

December.52

BNP had written a letter to the UN Secretary-General António Guterres. The letter highlighted

events since the crackdown on the opposition starting 28 October including arson attacks and

sabotage, and expressed concerns about electoral violence and intimidation leading up to the

07 January general election.53

The verdict in a case against BNP Standing Committee Member Mirza Abbas, accused of

acquiring wealth beyond known sources of income, was deferred for the third time to 24

January, 2024.54

Four BNP leaders had been arrested in Ramganj, Laxmipur while distributing leaflets opposing

the upcoming election.55

A crude bomb exploded at the election camp of independent candidate Md Obaidur Rahman in

the Rajshahi-5 constituency. According to Najir Uddin, one of Obaidur Rahman's supporters,

four individuals on two motorcycles had thrown a crude bomb while passing by the election

camp.56

Chhatra League activists had allegedly assaulted two ‘BNP men’ who were distributing

anti-election leaflets among the public in Chattogram city's Kazir Dewri.57
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Dhaka Magistrate Courts had handed down sentences to 70 more BNP leaders and activists.

This included prominent figures such as Vice Chairmen Air Vice Marshal (Retd.) Altaf Hossain

Chowdhury and Major (Retd.) Md Hafiz Uddin Ahmed. The sentences were in relation to five

cases filed on charges of violence in Dhaka.58

Leaders of Ganatantra Mancha had expressed concerns stating that Bangladesh might face

serious consequences after the upcoming general election. Addressing a rally in Dhaka, the

leaders had argued that the AL government was organising a one-sided Parliamentary election

without the participation of most opposition political parties in the country.59

AL President and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina had instructed her Party leaders and activists

to engage in door-to-door campaigning across Bangladesh, presenting their election manifesto

to persuade people to vote for the 'Boat' symbol in the upcoming general election.

The government had declared 07 January as a general holiday in observance of the 12th

general election.60

The Election Monitoring Cell of the Home Ministry had received 268 complaints related to

electoral violence or breaches of the Electoral Code, primarily involving AL or AL-backed

independent candidates. These complaints were reported between 19 December morning and

27 December afternoon.61

Ministry of Foreign Affairs Spokesperson Seheli Sabrin had said during a briefing that

approximately 180 foreign observers from 35 countries have applied to the Election

Commission to observe the upcoming general election.62

Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal had stated that violence and violations of the

Electoral Code of Conduct are not occurring on a "large scale."63
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The Election Commission had approved 20,773 local observers to monitor the upcoming

general election.64

Feni district Superintendent of Police, Zakir Hasan, issued an order directing the authorities to

use firearms if necessary to protect ballot boxes and voting papers ahead of the upcoming

general election.65

Preventing individuals from voting or coercing them to cast their ballots are violations of

human rights, according to National Human Rights Commission Chairman Kamal Uddin

Ahmed. He had emphasised that people have the right to decide whether to vote or not, and

any form of force or coercion is considered a violation of their rights.66

29 December

At least 60 candidates contesting in the upcoming national election from the AL-backed

Trinamool Bangladesh Nationalist Party, had criticised Party Chairman Shamsher Mobin

Chowdhury and Secretary-General Taimur Alam Khandaker, calling them betrayers. The

candidates had alleged that the top leaders did not keep the commitments they had given to

the candidates before the candidates were given party nominations, and had also misused the

election fund.67

BNP Standing Committee member Abdul Moyeen Khan had emphasised that there was still

time for the AL-led government to engage in talks with political parties to address the ongoing

political crisis.68

Two temporary AL election camps in the highly-contested Faridpur-3 constituency were set on

fire on 28 December night. Additionally, supporters of the independent candidate AK Azad

were allegedly beaten by supporters of AL candidate Shamim Haque on 29 December

morning.69
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The election camp of a Bangladesh Nationalist Movement candidate under the

Chapainawabganj-3 constituency was reportedly set on fire at Shankarbati in the

Chapainawabganj municipality area.70

A factional clash among supporters of AL during their campaign for the upcoming election had

resulted in one person being killed and at least 35 others being injured in Barishal, with

numerous others injured in similar clashes in various districts between 28 December night and

29 December.71

The US-based organisation Right to Freedom had released a statement, stating that numerous

international human rights groups and global media outlets have reached the conclusion that

the conditions in Bangladesh make it improbable for a free and fair national election to occur

on 07 January. The statement, signed by President William B Milam, urged the US government

to reevaluate all aspects of its relationship with Bangladesh.72

According to an internal Police document, two-thirds of the allegations for breaching the

Electoral Code of Conduct in the lead-up to the upcoming general election were reported

against candidates from AL.73

With a little over a week remaining until the upcoming national elections, incidents of violence

had escalated in the southern districts under Barishal division. Out of the 21 constituencies in

the Division, reports of violence and breaches of election conduct had surfaced in at least

seven, including Pirojpur-1 and 2, Barishal-4, 5, and 6, Barguna-1, and Patuakhali-4. Moreover,

sporadic clashes between AL and independent candidate supporters in the region had resulted

in at least one fatality and over 50 injuries.74

A total of 1,151 platoons and 34,530 personnel of Border Guard Bangladesh were deployed

nationwide, including in the capital Dhaka, to assist in maintaining law and order for the

upcoming general election.75
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30 December

BNP had expelled seven of its leaders and activists for attending the AL election campaign and

seeking votes for the Party's candidates in Gazipur and other districts.76

BNP had declared its intention to distribute leaflets on 31 December and 01 January as part of

its nationwide campaign to encourage people to boycott the upcoming Parliamentary

election.77

Jatiya Party Chairman GM Quader had alleged that candidates from his party were facing

threats and intimidation by AL during their election campaigns across the country.78

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal-Jasad had unveiled its election manifesto for the upcoming election.

The manifesto included a commitment to ensure good governance in the country.79

Leaders of the Left Democratic Alliance held a protest rally in Dhaka calling on the people to

reject the scheduled election. The rally marked the fifth anniversary of 30 December as ‘black

day’, commemorating the alleged seizure of voting rights by the AL government on this day in

2018, according to the Alliance.80

Leaders of the Ganatantra Mancha had declared at a protest rally in Dhaka that voters would

refrain from casting their votes on 07 January. Instead, they expressed their intention to show a

‘red card’ to the AL government and the Election Commission, rejecting the election.81

An AL leader was reportedly assaulted by supporters of AL candidate Tahjib Alam Siddique in

the Ganna union of Jhenaidah Sadar subdistrict. The leader was allegedly targeted for

campaigning on behalf of an AL independent candidate in the Jhenaidah-2 constituency

(Harinakundu).82
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Supporters of AL’s independent candidate for Natore-4 constituency, Asif Abdullah Shovon,

were reportedly attacked by supporters of the AL candidate Siddiqur Rahman Patwari MP. The

incident left at least five activists injured in Kachugari village under Baraigram subdistrict in

Natore.83

Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal had stated that the upcoming general election

would be conducted in a free, fair, and neutral manner, emphasising the Election Commission's

commitment to ensuring a fair electoral process.84

The setting of expenditure caps by the Election Commission aims to prevent the use of

undisclosed funds by parties in the lead-up to the polls. However, Election Commission officials

had acknowledged that the Election Commission lacks effective mechanisms to ensure parties

comply with these limits and spend within the prescribed boundaries during their

campaigns.85

Speakers at a program titled 'Inclusive Development and Citizens' Agenda Targeting Justice’

and organised by Citizen’s Platform for SDGs, had referred to the upcoming Parliamentary

elections as a farce. They cautioned that undemocratic forces would emerge if the democratic

process in the country collapsed and elections were manipulated.86

Deputy Inspector General (Operation) of Police, Md Anwar, had emphasised that all candidates

participating in the upcoming national election are treated equally by the Police, while also

further emphasising the impartiality of their actions.87

The authorities persistently overlooked the majority of allegations regarding violations of the

Electoral Code of Conduct by AL and independent candidates backed by the Party in the

lead-up to the January 7 general election.88

As of 30 December, an internal Police document revealed that there were at least 287 incidents

of electoral violence involving AL and AL-backed independent candidates. These incidents

resulted in nearly 350 injuries, including 41 policemen.89
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31 December

A Dhaka court had handed down three-year jail sentences to eight individuals, including

Moazzem Hossain Alal, the Joint Secretary General of BNP. They were convicted in a case

related to the torching of a bus in Dhanmondi, Dhaka during a strike in 2013.90

The BNP had reconsidered its strategy and is unlikely to opt for programs like hartals and

blockades due to concerns that such actions may not achieve the desired results. The Party had

decided to lean towards mass contact initiatives to discourage voters from casting their votes.

There were initial plans for non-stop hartals or blockades, but the Party feared these might be

ineffective and could lead to frustration among party activists. Additionally, there were

concerns that AL might attempt to frame the BNP for any violence that occurs.91

Muhammad Shahjahan Omar, AL candidate for Jhalakathi-1 constituency (Rajapur-Kathalia),

had stated at a roadside rally that sanctions would be imposed on Bangladesh if the

forthcoming Parliamentary election cannot demonstrate a 60-70% voter turnout.92

Three Jatiya Party candidates - Engineer Iqbal Hossain Taposh for Barishal-5 (Sadar) and

Barishal-2 (Banaripara-Wazirpur) constituencies in Barishal, SM Niaz Uddin for Gazipur-1 and

Gazipur-5 constituencies in Gazipur, and Khalilur Rahman for Barguna-1 (Sadar-Amtali-Taltoli)

constituency in Barguna, had announced their withdrawal from the upcoming general election.

Iqbal Hossain Taposh had cited concerns about the fairness of the election and accused the

Election Commission of being influenced by a political party and the government. MM Niaz

Uddin had cited the government's one-sided election, the overall political situation, and

personal reasons for his decision.93

Islami Andolan Bangladesh had submitted a memorandum to President Mohammed

Shahabuddin, seeking his intervention for the cancellation of the upcoming election.94

To enhance its communication and campaign strategies, AL had introduced a dedicated

Telegram channel. This Channel is designed to share information related to the Party's election
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campaign for the upcoming general election. Regular updates on the nationwide campaign are

expected to be posted on this channel.95

At least 52 people had sustained injuries in incidents of pre-poll violence reported in seven

districts between 29 December night and 30 December afternoon.96

At least 25 people had sustained injuries in a clash between supporters of AL candidate Abul

Kalam Azad, and an independent candidate Enamul Haque, for the Rajshahi-4 constituency in

the upcoming national elections.97

Election Commissioner Anisur Rahman had mentioned that there could be potential impacts

on Bangladesh's trade and commerce if the upcoming general election is not conducted in a

free and fair manner.98

Rights group Ain O Salish Kendra had characterised the rights situation in Bangladesh as

"abnormal," and expressed concern that the people were being deprived of their voting rights.

The Chairperson of the Executive Committee, ZI Khan Panna, had described the upcoming

national election as more of a Party Council for AL rather than a fair election.99

An internal Police document, updated until 31 December, had revealed that a total of 692

incidents related to electoral violence and breaches of the Electoral Code were reported in the

past month. The majority of these incidents occurred in over 50 districts between 18 and 31

December, primarily during nighttime. The document also indicated that there were 210

instances of monetary fines and 68 cases of warnings documented in connection with these

incidents.100

A total of 174,000 policemen will be deployed across the country to ensure security during the

election. The Police force has a total of 212,000 members across the country. Anwar Hossain,

Deputy Inspector General (Operations) of Police, mentioned that a total of 174,000 policemen

will be assigned to election duties. Out of these, 80,000 have already commenced their duties,
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and the remaining 94,000 members will be deployed at polling stations three days prior to the

election.101

01 January

BNP and its allies had decided to extend their ongoing mass outreach and leaflet distribution

program for an additional three days, till 04 January.102

Between August and December, at least 1,724 opposition leaders and activists, primarily from

the BNP, have been imprisoned in various cases by Dhaka courts, as reported by lawyers and

court officials.103

A Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Court had sentenced 18 additional BNP leaders and activists

to three years of imprisonment. The case was filed with the Chawkbazar Police Station, and the

charges stemmed from incidents of violence in 2019.104

Jasim Uddin, the President of Kutubpur union Awami League in Narayanganj Sadar subdistrict

in Narayanganj, had instructed members of his Party to “break the arms and legs” of BNP

activists who were distributing leaflets advocating for an election boycott.105

During a discussion, leaders of various opposition political parties including BNP had urged

voters to reject the upcoming one-sided general election. They had also pledged to continue

their movements against the AL government even after the Parliamentary elections next

week.106

Jatiya Party candidate Shankar Paul from Habiganj-2 constituency (covering Baniachong and

Ajmiriganj subdistricts) withdrew from the election after citing the lack of a conducive

environment for the electoral process.107
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Jatiya Party Chairman GM Quader had stated that it was currently impossible for him to

determine whether the Party would remain in the race for the upcoming general election until

the last moment. This statement followed the withdrawal of four Jatiya Party candidates in four

districts over the past two days, citing an unfavourable environment and accusing the Election

Commission of being toothless and controlled by the government.108

Pro-opposition lawyers had initiated a seven-day boycott of court proceedings across the

country as a demonstration of solidarity with BNP, which is engaged in non-cooperation with

the government as a form of protest against the upcoming general election.109

Two election camps in Shariatpur-2, one belonging to AL candidate AKM Enamul Haque

Shamim in Ahmadnagar Bazar and the other to independent candidate Khaled Shawkat Ali in

Tripolli village, were torched in Naria subdistrict. The two camps had accused each other of the

arson attack. In Cox's Bazar-1, the election camp of Kalyan Party candidate Syed Muhammad

Ibrahim was also set on fire in the Khojakhali area under Chakaria subdistrict.110

Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal had stated that it was crucial to demonstrate

to the global community that the election is conducted in a manner that is free and fair. He had

also stated that the Election Commission has no authority to postpone the upcoming

election.111

The Election Commission had said that results from remote areas, such as the hill tract districts

or coastal areas, can be sent by concerned election officers to the Election Commission with

their verified WhatsApp number via WhatsApp during the upcoming election.112

A joint US technical team from the National Democratic Institute (NDI) and the International

Republican Institute (IRI) had held a confidential meeting with the Election Commission. The

Team had reportedly inquired about various aspects of election preparations, including

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/polls-result-remote-areas-can-be-sent-whatsapp-ec-3508426
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/polls-result-remote-areas-can-be-sent-whatsapp-ec-3508426
https://www.newagebd.net/article/221755/polls-should-be-shown-fair-to-intl-community-says-cec
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/ec-has-no-jurisdiction-defer-election-cec-3508266
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/3-polls-campaign-offices-set-fire-two-districts-3508651
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/fire-guts-camps-al-independent-candidates-3508476
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/kalyan-party-chairmans-campaign-office-coxs-bazar-burned-down-3508681
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/kalyan-party-chairmans-campaign-office-coxs-bazar-burned-down-3508681
https://www.newagebd.net/article/221750/pro-opposition-lawyers-start-boycotting-courts-across-bangladesh
https://www.newagebd.net/article/221747/time-to-say-if-jp-to-stay-in-bangladesh-general-election-gm-quader


118 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/81vxd33ctt
117 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221926/9th-bnp-activist-dies-in-prison
116 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221831/1124-cases-filed-against-one-lakh-bnp-people-in-five-months
115 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/one-every-four-polling-centres-found-risky-3508506
114 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/v8r6nin4rp
113 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/3phuovzidr

security plans, transportation of electoral equipment, Code of Conduct and minority

communities. The Team had also requested the Election Commission to not disclose the details

of the meeting to the media.113

A Western mission in Bangladesh via an assessment report had indicated that the upcoming

12th Parliamentary elections in Bangladesh may lack genuine opposition candidates, leading to

an environment of an uncontested election where the voters will have to “choose from the

disorganised candidates of ruling Awami League.” The Western mission's observation

suggested that the government is pushing for an election with a questionable process under

the guise of credibility.114

10,300 out of 42,149 polling centres, approximately one-fourth of all the polling centres, are

considered "risky," according to police sources.115

02 January

BNP had stated that since 28 July, a total of 1,124 cases have been filed against 100,689 BNP

leaders and activists. The charges stem from political events organised by the Party.116

Kamal Hossain, a Jubo Dal leader, had died in a prison in Bagerhat. He had been arrested on

charges related to violence on 11 November. Kamal's death marked the ninth reported case of a

BNP activist's death in prison since 28 October, coinciding with the commencement of a police

crackdown on Party members.117

BNP will initiate a new series of programs spanning three days, urging the public to boycott the

upcoming national election on 07 January. The Party had also planned to conduct a widespread

campaign and distribute leaflets as part of these activities, running from 02 January until 04

January.118
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Dewan Shamsul Abedin, a candidate representing Bangladesh Nationalist Movement for

Sunamganj-4, withdrew from the election race.119

Advocate Sohrab Hossain, the Jatiya Party candidate for the Chuadanga-1 constituency, had

also pulled out of the upcoming general election. He had alleged insufficient support and

coordination from his Party as the reason for his withdrawal.120

Leaders of Ganatantra Mancha, during a protest rally, expressed concerns over the possibility

of a ban on the BNP, highlighting issues related to political freedom and the democratic process

in the country. The rally took place at Kakrail Crossing in Dhaka, despite facing obstacles from

the police in using a public address system.121

Many candidates of the Jatiya Party, the main opposition party in Parliament, are not actively

campaigning for the upcoming election despite being on the ballot for 265 seats. Some

candidates believed the Party is not strong enough to contest in so many constituencies, while

others perceived the election to be one-sided and are refraining from actively campaigning.122

Suspected arsonists set fire to yet another campaign office belonging to Syed Muhammad

Ibrahim, the Bangladesh Kalyan Party candidate for Cox's Bazar-1 (Chakaria-Pekua)

constituency.123

A clash between supporters of the ‘Boat’ symbol and supporters of independent candidate AK

Faiyazul Haque Raju for the Barishal-2 constituency had left at least 40 people injured while 18

motorcycles were torched in Banaripara district, Barishal.124

Election Commissioner Anisur Rahman had emphasised that if the upcoming Parliamentary

election is not conducted in a free, fair, and acceptable manner, the country could risk

becoming a failed state. 125
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Representatives from the Amar Bangladesh Party had engaged with the IRI and the NDI’s joint

Election Assessment Team.126

Members of the Armed Forces were deployed across Bangladesh, ahead of the upcoming

general election. The deployment is expected to continue until 10 January.127

A group of Dhaka University students were advocating for a national election conducted under

a non-partisan government. They had also called on the Election Commission to annul the

scheduled election.128

A pro-AL advocate had filed a Public Interest Litigation Writ Petition with the High Court

seeking a directive to the government to guarantee the presence of voters at the polling

centres, particularly in an election boycotted by significant opposition parties including the

BNP.129

03 January

Five additional candidates nominated by the Jatiya Party for the upcoming 12th parliamentary

elections had declared their withdrawal from the electoral competition, citing various reasons.

The individuals stepping back from the race include Abdul Mannan Talukder for Sunamganj-1,

Shankar Paul for Habiganj-2, Mahbub Alam for Dinajpur-2, Jahirul Islam for Tangail-7, and

Shamsuddin Khan for Gazipur-4.130

Sabbir Ahmed, a Jatiya Party candidate for the Sylhet-5 constituency, officially withdrew from

the election race. He had made this announcement during a press conference, citing the

unsuitable electoral situation as the reason for his withdrawal.131
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Mohammad Mustafizur Rahman, the Jatiya Party candidate for Mymensingh-3, withdrew from

the electoral race. He had cited the absence of a level playing field as the reason for his decision

to step back from the polls.132

As of now, 25 nominees from the Jatiya Party had withdrawn from the election race, expressing

concerns about the fairness of the 07 January polls.133

Partners and allies of AL are apprehensive about potential losses in the upcoming general

election. They had expressed concerns over intense competition from AL-backed independent

candidates.134

In two separate protest rallies in Dhaka, leaders of the Left Democratic Alliance and Ganatantra

Mancha had urged voters to not participate and cast their vote in the upcoming general

election.135

At least 15 individuals had sustained injuries when the Police baton-charged a procession

organised by BNP activists in support of the ongoing non-cooperation movement, in Barishal

city. Eight people, including Abul Hossain Khan, the BNP Convener for Barishal South district,

were also arrested during the incident.136

A clash between supporters of the AL candidate for Jamalpur-5 and those of an independent

candidate had resulted in injuries to at least 20 people, including five journalists.137

An election campaign office belonging to AL candidate SM Shahzada, running for the

Patuakhali-3 constituency, was reportedly set on fire in Galachipa subdistrict, Patuakhali.138

The government imposed a 24-hour ban on the operation of taxicabs, pickup vans, microbuses,

and trucks from midnight on 6 January to midnight on 07 January, in connection with the

upcoming general election. Additionally, a 72-hour ban on motorcycle movement was also

enforced frommidnight on 05 January to midnight on 08 January.139
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As of 03 January, the total number of candidates for the upcoming polls had reached 1,970.

This increase is due to the Election Commission reinstating the candidature of 77 aspirants

following the order of the High Court.140

A total of 80 observers from 12 nations were confirmed to oversee the upcoming 12th

Parliamentary elections. There is a possibility that this number may increase in the days

leading up to the election. Simultaneously, approximately 50 journalists from various countries

were also selected to cover the electoral proceedings.141

Election Commission Secretary Jahangir Alam had stated that in the event of a deterioration in

law and order, the civil administration has the authority to seek assistance from the Armed

Forces to address any unfavourable circumstances.142

Election Commissioner Rasheda Sultana had stated that the Election Commission expressed a

desire to avoid conducting any election that could lead to a new crisis in the country.143

The IRI and NDI’s joint Election Assessment Team had conducted a meeting with authorities

from the Dhaka Metropolitan Police. The discussion revolved around security arrangements for

the upcoming general election.144

ARTICLE 19 had issued safety guidelines for journalists covering the upcoming general

election in Bangladesh. The guidelines aim to provide journalists with information and

recommendations to ensure their safety while reporting on the election.145

A report by the International Crisis Group had warned that a flawed election on 07 January

could escalate conflicts between political parties and potentially lead to violence in the

aftermath.146
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Matthew Miller, spokesperson for the US State Department, had mentioned that the US has

been closely monitoring the case against Nobel Laureate Professor Muhammad Yunus, and that

the US would also be closely observing Bangladesh's upcoming general election.147

The High Court had once again postponed the hearing on the bail plea for Mirza Fakhrul Islam

Alamgir, BNP’s Secretary-General. The case against him is related to an attack on the residence

of the Chief Justice during the Party's grand rally on 28 October. The Court rescheduled the

hearing for 10 January, three days after the Parliamentary election as Fakhrul's lawyers were

not present in the court.148

The Bangladesh Mahila Parishad had submitted a memorandum to the Chief Election

Commissioner, highlighting the importance of comprehensive security measures, especially for

women from religious minority and marginalised communities in constituencies deemed

vulnerable, during the upcoming election.149

04 January

BNP had announced a countrywide 48-hour hartal from 06 January morning and urged the

people to boycott the upcoming general election.150

BNP had declared its intention to organise processions and initiate nationwide mass contact

programs on 05 January, to seek public support for its campaign to boycott the upcoming

Parliamentary election.151

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader had stated that Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina remains

indifferent to visa policies or any sanctions from the "other side of the Atlantic."152
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AL Joint General Secretary Hasan Mahmud criticised the recent report by the International

Crisis Group on Bangladesh's political landscape. He argued that the report failed to accurately

capture the current reality in Bangladesh, as it was created a month ago.153

Jatiya Party Chairman GM Quader had stated that the country could face potential

consequences if the upcoming elections are not conducted fairly and credibly.154

The Left Democratic Alliance held a press conference urging the AL government and the

Election Commission to declare a new election schedule, thereby cancelling the upcoming

general election.155

Leaders of the Ganatantra Mancha urged voters to not cast their votes in the upcoming

one-sided general election, at a rally in Dhaka.156

A Police officer had sustained injuries and a Police van was reportedly vandalised by

individuals allegedly affiliated with BNP who had conducted a procession in Dhaka's Dhamrai

subdistrict.157

Syed Nazibul Bashar Maizbhandari, a candidate from the Tariqat Federation in the

Chattogram-2 constituency, had announced that he was withdrawing from the upcoming

national election to ensure victory for the AL candidate.158

A clash occurred between AL supporters, BNP activists and the Police during the BNP's leaflet

distribution program at Singra Bus Stand in Natore, resulting in injuries to 10 individuals,

which included three police officers.159

There were allegations that AL leaders and campaigners are intimidating voters in various

ways during the campaign for the upcoming general election. Reportedly, these tactics include

threatening voters with the cancellation of social safety net facilities and removal of their
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names from the voters' list if they do not go to polling stations and vote for ‘Boat’, which is the

electoral symbol of AL.160

Dalim Sarkar, a supporter of the AL-backed candidate Mrinal Kanti Das for the Munshiganj-3

constituency, lost his life and another individual was injured in an attack reportedly carried out

by supporters of an independent candidate in Munshiganj district.161

Md Jahangir Panchayet, a supporter of an independent candidate in Pirojpur-3, had died after

being attacked by supporters of another independent candidate.162

A clash between the supporters of AL candidate Engineer Mahbubur Rahman Helal and

independent candidate Dr. Murad Hasan in Jamalpur's Sarishabari subdistrict had resulted in

injuries to at least 10 people.163

An election campaign office belonging to independent candidate Abdul Motalab for the

Chattogram-15 constituency was set on fire in Lohagara subdistrict, Chittagong.164

Independent candidate Khosru Chowdhury for Dhaka-18 constituency had labelled 54 polling

centres as "at risk of violence" and called for additional deployment of security forces, in a

letter addressed to the Returning Officer.165

Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen had stated that a total of 127 foreign observers or experts

are likely to monitor the upcoming general election. Of these, 60 had already arrived in

Dhaka.166

The Election Commission had granted approval for a total of 127 international observers to

monitor the 12th national polls.167
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Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal had refuted any allegations of pressuring

voters to go to polling centres during the upcoming general election.168

According to the Election Commission, the total number of voters across the country is

119,600,000. Among them, 15,400,000 are new voters. The gender distribution of the total

voters includes 67,600,000 males, 58,900,000 females, and 849 transgender individuals.169

The Election Commission had called upon foreign diplomats to objectively assess the outcome

of the upcoming election, and to form "correct views and opinions."170

The Election Commission had said that they will dispatch ballot papers to approximately 93

percent of the 42,025 polling centres on Election Day morning. However, ballots for 2,964

centres located in remote and challenging-to-access areas, such as hilly regions, chars, haors,

and other wetlands, will be sent a day before the upcoming polls.171

The Election Commission of India had prepared and dispatched a two-member observer team

for the upcoming Parliamentary elections in Bangladesh. The Team will provide a report to the

Indian Election Commission upon its return to India.172

The United Nations had stated that it is closely monitoring the process of the upcoming general

election in Bangladesh.173

Amnesty International had called upon Bangladesh to ensure that all arrests adhere to

international human rights law and standards. This included upholding the right to a free and

fair trial, as well as ensuring individuals are promptly brought before a judge. They had

provided a 10-point human rights charter with recommendations for Bangladesh in

anticipation of the upcoming national election.174
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An internal Police report had revealed 28 incidents of arson attacks on campaign booths or

properties belonging to rival candidates in December 2023.175

Out of the total 2,023 polling centres in Chittagong, a considerable 1,488 were identified as

risky.176

The Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) had stated that followers of certain candidates participating

in the upcoming polls were attempting to engage known criminals to carry out violence during

the election.177

The Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian Unity Council had expressed concern, stating that

the pressure on religious minorities, particularly the Hindu community, escalated across the

country due to influence from AL and independent AL candidates, as the general election

approaches. The Council's Central Monitoring Cell observed instances where candidates

delivered provocative speeches and used inappropriate language to condemn others during

their election campaigns.178

05 December

Ruhul Kabir Rizvi, Senior Joint Secretary General of BNP, led a procession wielding sticks and

urged the public to boycott the 07 January general election.179

A prominent Jatiya Party leader had disclosed that over 225 out of the 265 Jatiya Party

candidates had withdrawn from the electoral race, denouncing the election as ‘one-sided and

staged.’180

The candidate from the Bangladesh Tariqat Federation for the Gazipur-2 (Sadar-Tongi)

constituency had withdrawn from the election race.181

Leaders of Ganatantra Mancha had declared at a protest rally in Dhaka that the people of

Bangladesh had rejected the upcoming one-sided general election. They had also accused the
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AL government of holding a farcical general election on 07 January, utilising all government

machinery.182

Supporters of rival candidates clashed in six districts, resulting in two deaths and at least 43

others being injured, on 04 January and 03 January night.183

An election camp belonging to Asif Abdullah Shovon, an independent candidate for the

Natore-4 constituency, was set on fire in Baraigram subdistrict in Natore.184

Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen, at a reception with foreign media personalities who had

arrived to cover the upcoming election, expressed the expectation that the election would be

peaceful, with minimal incidents of violence.185

The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Rights to Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and of

Association, Clément Nyaletsossi Voule, characterised the election environment in Bangladesh

as "repressive" and expressed being "deeply disturbed" by the situation.186

AL had conducted a meeting with the Commonwealth election observer group, two days before

the 12th Parliamentary polls.187

Commonwealth Secretary-General, Patricia Scotland KC, urged all political and civic leaders in

Bangladesh to contribute to creating a conducive environment that allows citizens to

peacefully exercise their right to vote.188

A three-member delegation of Russian observers had arrived to monitor the upcoming

Parliamentary election.189

India maintained its stance, characterising the upcoming general election as a domestic matter

of Bangladesh. Meanwhile, China expressed the view that the upcoming election will mark a

significant milestone in Bangladesh's democratic process.190
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Several voters had expressed reluctance to go to polling centres, stating that the election

results were already known to them due to major opposition parties, including BNP, boycotting

the upcoming national polls. They believed that as the election is expected to be one-sided,

there is minimal possibility for any change in the regime, which was also a reason for their

disinterest in the polls.191

A group of 31 citizens comprising writers, educationists, and thespians, had urged the people

to cast their votes willingly in a festive environment during the upcoming election.192

The University Teachers’ Network, a platform of university teachers, had rejected the

upcoming general election. The Platform had expressed dissatisfaction, stating that another

'unacceptable' election, similar to those held in 2014 and 2018, was going to take place in the

country.193

A polling agent of the AL candidate for Natore-3, Zunaid Ahmed Palak, who is also the State

Minister for Information and Communication Technology, had allegedly instructed voters to

fold their ballot papers in front of the AL aspirant's polling agents. The purpose was to allow

the agents to see where the voters cast their votes.194

Arson attacks targeted four schools designated as polling centres in three constituencies of

Rajshahi.195

Arsonists had set fire to a polling centre in Sonagazi subdistrict of Feni.196

A total of 517,143 members of Bangladesh Ansar and Village Defence Party were deployed

across Bangladesh to maintain law and order, ensuring the security of polling stations and

ballot boxes during the upcoming 12th general election.197
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In response to the press statement by the Commonwealth Secretary-General Patricia Scotland

KC, BNP had stated that her call had shocked the democracy-loving people of Bangladesh who

remained disenfranchised by the regime for over more than a decade now.198

At least 25 crude bombs were detonated at 11 locations in Rajshahi-6. The AL candidate and an

independent candidate from the Party traded accusations regarding responsibility for the

explosions.199

Arsonists had set fire to a room at Sher-E-Bangla Girls High School in Patuakhali town, which

had been designated as a polling centre for the upcoming national election.200

Fire broke out at three schools, including two designated as polling centres, in Gazipur.201

A Trinamool BNP candidate for the Narayanganj-2 constituency had withdrawn from the

upcoming Parliamentary election. He had claimed that the decision was prompted by the

inability to find a polling agent due to threats from the AL candidate.202

Independent candidate Nurul Islam Milon, running for the Cumilla-8 constituency, had opted

out of the upcoming national election. Citing an unfavourable election environment, he had

asserted that the AL candidate was manipulating the agents of six or seven candidates.203

Four supporters of an independent candidate in the Faridpur-3 constituency, including his

Chief Election Agent, had sustained injuries in an attack in Sadar subdistrict. Allegedly, the

assault was carried out by supporters of the rival AL candidate. However, the Police had stated

that it was a separate incident and lacked any connection to the election.204

Leaders of Ganatantra Mancha had urged the people to demonstrate a vote of mass

no-confidence in the AL government, rejecting the upcoming general election.205
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A total of 117 observers from 30 countries had received accreditation on behalf of their

respective countries and international organisations, to observe the upcoming 12th

Parliamentary election.206

Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal had stated that the upcoming general election

would not be as participatory and competitive as expected this time.207

The Election Commission's app, costing Tk. 210,000,000 and designed to aid voters in

accessing election-related information including polling centres, had experienced a crash on

the eve of the election day.208

Habiganj had experienced over 50 cocktail explosions in various locations around the town

ahead of the 12th Parliamentary election.209

Police officials had reported that four schools designated as polling centres were subjected to

‘arson attacks’ in a brief period of time in Netrokona's Kendua subdistrict.210

A trader was injured when a crude bomb was hurled in the Hatirpool area in Dhaka just hours

before the commencement of the upcoming election.211

Over a dozen polling centres and public structures were set on fire, and crude bombs were

thrown, primarily overnight, despite tight security measures in place.212

Former Cabinet Secretary Ali Imam Mazumder remarked that the upcoming Parliamentary

polls are unlikely to be inclusive and peaceful, falling short of South Asian standards. He

attributed the current situation in the country to the Election Commission, the government,

and certain political parties, including the BNP.213

A group of Dhaka University students, labelling the upcoming election as ‘one-sided,’ had urged

voters to abstain from participating in the polling day. Under the banner "Boycott Farce

Election," the students had organised a human chain at Raju Memorial sculpture in Dhaka to
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convey their message. They called for constitutional reforms to conduct national elections

under a non-partisan government and demanded the Election Commission to cancel the

election, alleging it is being controlled by the ruling government.214

An internal Police assessment indicated a potential for violence in 80 out of 299 constituencies

during the upcoming election. These constituencies involve both AL and AL-backed

independent candidates who hold significant positions in either the government or the

Party.215

In preparation for the 12th national election, the RAB had deployed 700 patrol teams across

the country to ensure security.216

07 December

According to sources, BNP had decided to persist with its movement even after the election.

The Party planned to intensify its singular demand for the removal of the government once the

election concluded.217

A group of political parties and alliances had declared demonstrations for 08 and 09 January.

Their demand is for another election to be held under a neutral caretaker administration.218

Various political parties, including Ganatantra Mancha and the Left Democratic Alliance,

expressed gratitude to the people of the country for boycotting the 'one-sided dummy polls,'

and not going to the polling centres during the 12th Parliamentary Election.219

Contenders in the 12th Parliamentary election, particularly those affiliated with AL, were

accused of grossly violating the Electoral Code of Conduct by providing free rides for voters to

polling centres, free lunch and snacks, and exerting pressure on them to cast their votes.220
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At least 44 candidates in various constituencies across the country boycotted the 12th

Parliamentary election, citing allegations of vote rigging and irregularities. Prior to their

decision to boycott the polls, these candidates claimed that AL supporters had expelled their

agents, assumed control of most polling centres, and intimidated them and their campaigners.

They further alleged that AL activists were sealing empty ballots and casting fake votes during

the voting process.221

Supporters of an independent candidate in Dhaka-14 claimed that at a polling centre in

Kalyanpur Girls School, signatures of polling agents were obtained on the result sheet before

the completion of the voting process.222

Leaders and members of Chhatra League supposedly engaged in casting multiple votes by

forcefully entering the Curzon Hall polling centre at Dhaka University. According to witnesses,

a group of Chhatra League individuals initially tried to vote using false identities. However, they

later started casting votes at a large scale. They also made journalists leave the area and

continued casting votes for the ‘Boat’ symbol.223

Amid a low voter turnout, artificial queues of people were allegedly created to impress the

media and foreign observers. Many individuals standing in these queues were observed to be

carrying badges featuring AL’s electoral symbol ‘Boat’. Moreover, an incident was reported

where non-voters were allegedly brought in and lined up in front of a polling station in Sylhet

city, with the intention to create an impression of active voter presence and a festive

atmosphere.224

During conversations with some voters at centres, it was revealed that AL leaders were

bringing in voters from Korail slum in the Dhaka-17 constituency by promising them civic

facilities, such as the renewal of their ration cards.225
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Two candidates from the Sylhet-2 constituency had opted to boycott the election, citing

allegations of vote rigging against the AL candidate. They further claimed that AL supporters

had taken control of the centres by forcefully displacing them.226

Ashraful Alam Liton, the independent candidate from Jashore-1, had boycotted the election. He

made this decision alleging that supporters of the AL candidate engaged in publicly stuffing

ballots, throwing crude bombs, and compelling his 55 polling agents to evacuate the voting

centres.227

Jafar Alam, an independent candidate from Cox’s Bazar-1 (Chakaria and Pekua) constituency

and an incumbent MP of the constituency, withdrew from the election, citing allegations of vote

rigging orchestrated by the Border Guard Bangladesh and an intelligence agency.228

A clash between supporters of the AL and an independent candidate in front of Pahartali

Degree College in Chattogram’s Khulshi area resulted in two people sustaining bullet

injuries.229

A local AL leader in Munshiganj was discovered dead near a polling centre, bearing stab

wounds to the back of his head. The deceased individual, a supporter of the AL-nominated

candidate Mrinal Kanti Das from Munshiganj-3, also held the position of Vice-President in the

Sramik League unit of Mirkadim municipality in Munshiganj.230

A clash had erupted between the Police and BNP activists in the Chandgaon area of

Chattogram. The clash reportedly occurred when BNP leaders and activists attempted to

prevent voters from casting their votes. Law enforcers had fired their shotguns when the BNP

men threw stones at them.231

A clash had erupted in the Chandanaish subdistrict of Chattogram-14, leaving three individuals

injured, as AL and independent candidate supporters clashed while vying for control of a

polling centre.232

https://www.thedailystar.net/election-2024/news/news/three-hurt-al-independent-clash-3513906
https://www.newagebd.net/article/222179/bnp-activists-try-to-bar-voters-clash-with-police-in-chattogram
https://www.thedailystar.net/election-2024/news/news/bnp-men-police-clash-chattogram-law-enforcers-fire-shotguns-3513141
https://www.thedailystar.net/election-2024/news/news/munshiganj-al-leader-killed-near-polling-centre-3513176
https://www.newagebd.net/article/222190/two-injured-in-clash-between-ctg-al-independent-candidates-supporters
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/3tmfx2us5x
https://www.thedailystar.net/election-2024/news/news/jashore-1-independent-candidate-boycotts-polls-3513231
https://www.thedailystar.net/election-2024/news/news/vote-rigging-jp-gonoforum-candidates-boycott-polls-sylhet-2-3513296


238 https://www.newagebd.net/article/222194/cec-terms-election-free-fair

237 https://www.newagebd.net/article/222188/2715pc-votes-cast-until-300pm-ec-secretary;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/222170/low-turnout-rigging-boycott-mark-js-polls; Note: Voting commenced at 8:00am and was
scheduled to continue until 4:00pm without any break in 299 out of the country's 300 constituencies.

236 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/jzmumny7w2
235 https://www.newagebd.net/article/222192/supporters-of-al-independent-candidates-clash-near-polling-centre-in-last-hour

234

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/al-polling-agent-three-others-hurt-post-polls-violence-cumilla-3514211
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A clash at the Sheikhpura Government Primary School polling centre in Bhanga subdistrict of

Faridpur had resulted in injuries to two supporters—one each from the AL candidate Kazi

Zafarullah and independent candidate Mujibur Rahman Chowdhury—in the Faridpur-4

constituency.233

Four individuals, including an AL polling agent, were injured in an attack by rivals in

Rajamehar union of Cumilla's Debidwer subdistrict. Billal had claimed that the attack was

orchestrated by Jashim Uddin, the Chairman of Rajapara union and a supporter of independent

candidate Abul Kalam Azad from the Cumilla-4 constituency.234

Supporters of AL’s candidate and the Party's independent candidate clashed in front of a

polling centre in Jatrabari, Dhaka over allegations of ballot stuffing during the last hour of

voting. At least three people were reportedly injured in the clash, which occurred in the

presence of the Police.235

Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen had shown a lack of interest in the reactions of foreigners

regarding the 12th national election, stating that he believes in the opinions expressed by the

people within the country.236

Election Commission Secretary Jahangir Alam had announced that, until 3:00pm, a total of

27.15 percent of votes had been cast in the day's general election. Later on at a post-poll press

conference, Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal initially claimed that about 28% of

votes were cast in the polls. However, he was immediately made to change it by the Election

Commission Secretary to 40%.237

Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal had said that the 12th general election

concluded in a free and fair manner. While he had noted that no significant electoral violence

was reported nationwide, he acknowledged some irregularities including the suspension of

voting at 21 polling centres. Actions were reportedly taken based on the allegations received.238
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Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal had stated that he was not concerned about

the voter turnout, and emphasised that his primary responsibility is to organise the

elections.239

The Election Commission's app, costing Tk. 210,000,000, had encountered difficulties in

updating constituency-wise voter turnouts every two hours. Ashraf Hossain, the Election

Commission System Manager, had mentioned that the app's slowdown is attributed to the high

volume of simultaneous access attempts by users. Moreover, numerous voters in the Gazipur-2

constituency had faced difficulties casting their votes as the Election Commission app allegedly

provided them with incorrect information about their polling centre.240

Jim Bates, a former US congressman and an election observer from the US, had characterised

the 12th Parliamentary election as 'free and fair’. Other foreign observers also had similar

opinions. Election observers from Russia, Palestine and Gambia had expressed their

admiration for the election process, noting it as highly impressive, open, and transparent.241

The 12th Parliamentary election had witnessed violence in 30 districts across Bangladesh,

leading to at least two deaths in Cumilla and Munshiganj. Numerous individuals suffered

injuries due to gunshots, crude bomb explosions, and violent clashes. The Police used firearms

and rubber bullets in various locations, and people from AL used guns in Chattogram.

Hand-made crude bombs were detonated in at least 11 districts, including Lalmonirhat,

Tangail, Jashore, Satkhira, Bogura, Barishal, Joypurhat, Gaibandha, and Dhaka. Additionally, at

least three out of 1,900 candidates were attacked or assaulted on the voting day. Allegations of

widespread rigging and low voter turnout were also reported.242

Former Election Commissioner M. Sakhawat Hossain had expressed dissatisfaction with the

current ‘one-party-centred election.’ He stated that the election is taking place between the

same party in the name of independents and dummy candidates, and that such a

one-party-centred election is not supposed to take place in the country.243
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Not a single vote was cast in 21 polling centres located in Khagrachari and Rangamati districts

during the 12th Parliamentary election.244

Two Daily Star reporters were cornered and harassed by 20-25 youths while bearing witness

to an attempt to manipulate ballots.245

Unidentified miscreants reportedly threw a crude bomb at a polling centre in Jashore-3

constituency. As a result of the explosion, Assistant Platoon Commander of Bangladesh Ansar,

Maruf Hossain, who was responsible for the security of the polling centre, sustained injuries.246

Three individuals were sentenced to jail for varying durations in Pirojpur and Sirajganj for

their involvement in casting fraudulent votes.247

A ballot box, filled with ballot papers, was set ablaze at a polling centre in Gopalpur subdistrict

of Tangail just half an hour before the conclusion of voting in the election.248

An incident of ballot-stuffing for the ‘Boat’ symbol occurred at a polling centre in

Chattogram-10 constituency. Prothom Alo (a daily newspaper) correspondent Mosharrof Shah

was beaten up for taking photographs of the incident. The attackers had snatched Mosharrof’s

cell phone and erased the photos and video, but the images were later recovered from the

phone’s recycle bin.249

The Presiding Officer in Nalchity subdistrict of Jhalakathi had invalidated 54 ballots, claiming

that Md Shahin Hossain, the Magar Union Parishad (UP) Chairman forcefully seized these

ballot papers from the Assistant Presiding Officer and inserted them into the ballot box.250

Groups shouting anti-election slogans had detonated crude bombs to instigate panic among

voters in front of two polling stations in the Pathantula area of Sylhet-1 constituency.

Additionally, they set fire to tires to impede the movement of law enforcement and others on

the Sylhet-Sunamganj regional road.251
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Joint forces had apprehended a Panel Mayor of Rajshahi City Corporation on charges of

intimidating voters in the Sagarpara area in Rajshahi city.252

Numerous journalists encountered attacks and assaults by AL activists in Dhaka and other

locations while covering and exposing incidents of ballot stuffing and other irregularities

during the 12th Parliamentary election.253
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