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Summary

In the lead-up to Bangladesh's 12th Parliamentary Election on January 7, 2024, the political

landscape continued to witness tensions and conflicts. The Bangladesh Nationalist Party

(BNP) and its allies, initiated a countrywide dawn-to-dusk strike on December 19 as part of

their non-cooperation movement, amid the continued arrests and imprisonment of their

leaders and activists.1 This movement, accompanied by the threat of withdrawing

candidates, underscored concerns about the perceived lack of fairness and impartiality in

the upcoming electoral process.2

According to the Election Commission, a total of 1,896 candidates are set to participate in

the upcoming polls, despite the boycott by BNP, its allies, and some other like-minded

parties. Moreover, a total of 382 independent candidates are contesting for 221 seats in the

upcoming Parliamentary polls.3 A total of 347 candidates had also withdrawn their

candidacies till the last day for withdrawing from the upcoming election (17 December).4

The Bangladesh Congress issued a threat to withdraw all its 121 candidates, accusing the

ruling Awami League (AL) of manipulating the election through seat-sharing

arrangements.5 The contentious issue of seat allocation further fueled dissatisfaction

among alliance partners, reflecting broader challenges in achieving consensus and

cooperation among political entities. To add to this, the AL-alliance had allocated 26 seats

5 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/bangladesh-congress-threatens-pull-out-3496136
4 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/1896-candidates-contest-election-3497176
3 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/382-independents-vie-221-seats-3498651
2 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/dypmn6xzf2
1 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220468/bnp-defers-hartal-to-tuesday
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in the National Parliament to the Jatiya Party, and only 6 seats to its other allies which

added further complications.6

Amid the political turmoil, instances of pre-election violence unfolded. Notably, there were

attacks against independent candidates, further complicating the electoral landscape.7

Meanwhile, BNP's Secretary General, Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, encountered hurdles in

securing bail in 10 cases, illustrating the complex legal landscape surrounding the

opposition's engagement in the electoral process.8

The Election Commission urged the Home Ministry to implement measures prohibiting

political rallies and processions, excluding election campaigns, from December 18 to

January 7.9 BNP characterised these actions as unprecedented and anti-people, adding to

the political turmoil leading up to the election.10 However, Election Commissioner Md

Alamgir said that the Election Commission's request to the government to limit political

events did not curtail the rights of political parties.11 The Home Ministry later mandated

this request.12 BNP meanwhile announced a three-day mass contact and leaflet distribution

program from December 26 to 28, intensifying their non-cooperation efforts.13

In addition to the domestic dynamics, concerns over the fairness and transparency of

Bangladesh's 12th Parliamentary Election drew attention from international actors. The

United States voiced deep concern over reports of mass arrests and allegations of torture

against opposition members in the lead-up to the general election.14 Furthermore,

according to a report by the Financial Times, pro-government news outlets and influencers

in Bangladesh have also been promoting disinformation generated by Artificial Intelligence

14 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220231/us-concerned-over-mass-arrests-of-opposition-members-in-bangladesh-miller
13 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221029/bnp-announces-three-day-mass-contact-from-dec-26
12 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220254/home-ministry-bans-political-gatherings-across-bangladesh-from-dec-18
11 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/no-bar-peaceful-political-events-3493961
10 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220256/ecs-desire-to-stop-protests-unprecedented-anti-people-bnp
9 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220076/ec-bans-political-events-until-polls

8 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/court-refuses-pass-order-fakhrul-seeks-bail-10-cases-3494121;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/bnp-leaders-fakhrul-khasru-produced-dhaka-court-jail-3497406

7 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220247/al-independent-candidates-supporters-clash-in-kushtia-7-injured;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/220992/another-killed-as-attacks-on-independents-across-bangladesh-grow

6 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220458/al-gives-26-seats-to-jp-six-to-other-allies
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in recent months.15 Six international human rights organisations also raised apprehensions

regarding the present state of human rights and civic freedoms in Bangladesh.16

Furthermore, the United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and

Opinion Irene Khan noted the challenging period in Bangladesh and the uncertain future.

The National Democratic Institute (NDI) and International Republican Institute (IRI),

collaborating as a team from the United States, arrived in Bangladesh to conduct a limited

technical assessment focused on potential conditions of electoral violence before, during,

and after the parliamentary elections.17

These international actors emphasised their commitment to ensuring that the people of

Bangladesh could exercise their voting rights freely, without facing any form of

intimidation. The heightened scrutiny from the global community underscored the

significance of Bangladesh's electoral process in maintaining democratic principles and

upholding human rights standards on the international stage.

18 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/610-bnp-jamaat-men-jailed-one-month-3491121;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/220005/nearly-1000-opposition-people-jailed-since-aug

17 https://www.iri.org/news/iri-ndi-joint-technical-assessment-team-arrives-in-bangladesh-ahead-of-the-january-7-elections/
16 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220132/six-intl-rights-groups-express-concern-about-bangladesh-situation
15 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220167/disinformation-driven-by-ai-rampant-ahead-of-election-report
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11 December

A minimum of 610 leaders and activists affiliated with BNP-Jamaat and their front

organisations have been sentenced to various jail terms in cases filed years ago related to

political violence in the capital, in only a month. Meanwhile, between 1 August and 11

December 11, 961 opposition political leaders and activists, predominantly from BNP, were

sentenced to jail terms in 62 cases by various courts in Dhaka.18
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26 https://www.newagebd.net/article/219968/hc-rejects-writ-petition-against-jan-7-general-election-schedule
25 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220132/six-intl-rights-groups-express-concern-about-bangladesh-situation
24 https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/333621/food-minister-served-show-cause-notice-over
23 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220013/army-likely-to-be-deployed-across-bangladesh-for-13-days-from-dec-29

22 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220116/90-bnp-activists-sued-for-habiganj-clash;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/140-bnp-men-sued-habiganj-3492931

21 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220129/3-held-for-first-killing-in-electoral-violence-in-pirojpur
20 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/bnp-activists-prisons-risk-death-3492146
19 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220029/allies-mount-pressure-on-al-to-share-seats

Jatiya Party, an alliance partner and opposition in parliament, has been exerting pressure on

the ruling Awami League to share seats in the upcoming election. However, no breakthrough

has been observed in the matter so far.19

BNP has claimed that its leaders and activists who are currently incarcerated are at risk of

death due to a lack of medical treatment.20

A minimum of three individuals implicated in a case related to the death of a young person,

injured during a confrontation between an AL candidate and a ‘rebel’ candidate from the ruling

party for the Pirojpur-1 constituency, were arrested.21

A case was filed accusing at least 90 BNP leaders and activists for their involvement in a clash

with the police at Shaistanagar in Habiganj.22

The Election Commission decided to deploy Bangladesh Army personnel nationwide for 13

days, starting from December 29, in preparation for the upcoming election.23

Food Minister and AL Naogaon-1 candidate Sadhan Chandra Majumder was issued a

show-cause notice for violating the Electoral Code of Conduct, by the Chairman of the Election

Enquiry Committee for Naogaon-1 constituency.24

Six international human rights organisations have raised apprehensions regarding the present

state of human rights and civic freedoms in Bangladesh as the nation approaches its general

elections.25

The High Court swiftly dismissed a writ petition filed by a Supreme Court lawyer challenging

the legality of the 12th general election.26
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33 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/un-wants-bangladeshis-vote-without-intimidation-3493791
32 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220076/ec-bans-political-events-until-polls
31 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220081/ec-cancels-all-candidatures-of-ganatantri-party
30 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/yld06skimd
29 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/another-49-bnp-jamaat-men-jailed-3492906
28 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/jp-wont-quit-polls-long-obstacle-free-voting-ensured-chunnu-3492546
27 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/why-gono-odhikar-parishad-not-registered-party-hc-asks-ec-3491931

The High Court has issued a rule demanding the Election Commission to clarify in four weeks

why it should not be instructed to register Gono Odhikar Parishad, led by Reza Kibria, as a

political party.27

12 December

Mujibul Haque Chunnu, the Secretary-General of the Jatiya Party, said that the Jatiya Party has

no plans to withdraw from the upcoming national elections. This commitment is contingent on

the assurance that voters will be able to reach polling centres and cast their votes without

encountering any obstacles.28

In four cases related to political violence in Dhaka filed between December 2012 and

September 2018, an additional 49 leaders and activists associated with BNP, Jamaat and their

front organisations were sentenced to varying jail terms.29

Shamsher Mobin Chowdhury, the Chairperson of Trinamul BNP, has asserted that at present,

there is no likelihood of forging an alliance with AL in the upcoming parliamentary elections.30

The Election Commission issued an order for the annulment of the candidacy for all candidates

associated with the Ganatantri Party, a member of the alliance led by AL.31

The Election Commission urged the Home Ministry to implement essential measures to

prohibit all forms of political rallies and processions, excluding election campaigns, from

December 18 until the conclusion of the polls on January 7.32

Stéphane Dujarric, spokesman for the UN Secretary-General, emphasised the importance of

enabling every Bangladeshi to vote without intimidation or repercussions.33

The police initiated a three-week special drive and block raid in Dhaka from 9 December to 31

December. This will occur amid the ongoing political violence and crackdown against the

opposition. The Inspector General of Police Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun had also stated
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40 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/no-bar-peaceful-political-events-3493961
39 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220175/ministry-asks-bangladesh-police-to-bar-political-rallies-till-voting

38 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220190/bangladesh-jasad-wants-cancellation-of-election-schedule; Note: The Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (National Socialist Party) is split into two factions - the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal-JSD, which supports the opposition,
and the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal-Jasad, which supports the ruling party.

37 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/court-refuses-pass-order-fakhrul-seeks-bail-10-cases-3494121
36 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/127-more-bnp-jamaat-activists-sentenced-jail-3493966
35 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220210/acc-silent-about-assets-of-al-lawmakers-ministers-bnp

34 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220030/police-starts-special-drives-block-raids-ahead-of-polls;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/police-ready-polls-igp-3493046

that the Police had completed all necessary preparations and were fully prepared to ensure a

free, fair, and celebratory national election.34

13 December

BNP asserted that the Anti-Corruption Commission was not addressing the issue of ill-gotten

assets of leaders from the ruling party. They claimed that the commission remained silent on

the matter as it allegedly operates under the influence of the Prime Minister.35

In seven cases related to political violence in Dhaka filed between January 2012 and November

2018, a further 127 leaders and activists affiliated with BNP, Jamaat-e-Islami and their front

organisations were sentenced to varying jail terms.36

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir had sought bail in 10 cases related to

political violence filed with various police stations in Dhaka. However, the court had declined

to issue any orders on the bail petitions, citing procedural issues with their filing.37

The Dhaka Metropolitan unit of Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal-JSD organised a rally and staged a

demonstration, demanding the cancellation of the general election, the organisation of an

acceptable and participatory national election, and the control of prices for daily essential

commodities, amongst other demands.38

The Home Ministry had instructed the Police to prohibit political rallies and similar activities

from December 18 until the conclusion of the general election on January 7, as per instructions

from the Election Commission.39

Election Commissioner Md Alamgir had stated that the Election Commission's request to the

government to limit political events does not curtail the rights of political parties.40
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47 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220252/78-more-bnp-people-convicted
46 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220397/bbaria-al-man-arrested-for-issuing-threats-for-party-candidates-win
45 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220247/al-independent-candidates-supporters-clash-in-kushtia-7-injured
44 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220256/ecs-desire-to-stop-protests-unprecedented-anti-people-bnp
43 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220148/631-polling-stations-out-of-793-in-khulna-vulnerable-police
42 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220167/disinformation-driven-by-ai-rampant-ahead-of-election-report
41 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220231/us-concerned-over-mass-arrests-of-opposition-members-in-bangladesh-miller

The US expressed deep concern over reports of mass arrests of thousands of opposition

members leading up to the general election in Bangladesh, as well as reports of torture in

prison.41

According to a report by the Financial Times, pro-government news outlets and influencers

have been promoting disinformation generated by Artificial Intelligence in recent months..42

According to the police, a total of 631 out of 793 polling stations have been identified as

vulnerable ahead of the upcoming election.43

14 December

Ruhul Kabir Rizvi, BNP Senior Joint Secretary General, characterised the Election Commission's

action of sending a letter to the Home Ministry urging a prohibition on political rallies from

December 18 to January 7 during the general election, as “unprecedented and anti-people.”44

A clash between supporters of an AL candidate and an independent candidate, who is also

affiliated with AL, occurred in Kushtia. The confrontation resulted in at least seven people

sustaining injuries.45

Sheikh Zubair Hasan, an AL activist, had reportedly issued an open threat of violence to ensure

his victory in the Brahmanbaria-1 constituency during the upcoming election. The threat,

made during a discussion meeting at the residence of another local AL activist, included the

willingness to kill people if deemed necessary.46

A total of 78 leaders and activists from BNP and its affiliated groups were convicted in five

distinct cases related to violence.47
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53 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/dhaka-may-face-more-pressure-the-west-3496951
52 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220366/political-parties-protest-home-ministrys-ban-on-rallies-procession

51

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/not-possible-share-more-seven-seats-quader-3495191

50 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220240/no-external-pressure-were-under-our-own-pressure-says-momen
49 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220254/home-ministry-bans-political-gatherings-across-bangladesh-from-dec-18
48 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220404/gm-quader-gets-death-threat-over-phone-gd-filed

A general diary was filed with the Uttara West Police Station, Dhaka informing the police that

Jatiya Party Chairman GM Quader had reportedly received a death threat over the phone

regarding the upcoming election.48

In compliance with the Election Commission's directives, the Ministry of Home Affairs had

mandated the cessation of all rallies, except those related to election campaigns, starting from

December 18 in preparation for Bangladesh's upcoming general election.49

Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen stated that AL was not facing external pressure but

acknowledged the existence of internal pressure. He emphasised the party's commitment to

conducting the upcoming general election in a 'free and fair' manner.50

15 December

Awami League General Secretary Obaidul Quader stated that AL will not be able to allocate

more than seven seats to its 14-party alliance partners.51

Several political parties had raised objections and protested against the Home Ministry's

directive which restricted any form of rallies except election campaigns from December 18 in

preparation for the upcoming election. These parties argue that the Home Ministry's order

went against the fundamental rights guaranteed to the people by the constitution.52

Russian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova had expressed concerns about

potential sanctions against the Bangladesh government from Western countries in the coming

weeks, which could impact the country's key industries. She had stated that Russia perceived a

connection between the recent events, including traffic blockades, burning buses, and clashes

with the Police by opposition political parties in various districts of Bangladesh on December

12-13, and what Russia described as "inflammatory activity" by Western diplomatic missions

in Dhaka, particularly citing the actions of US Ambassador Peter Haas.53
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59 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220389/no-election-system-institutionalised-in-52-years-of-independence
58 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220394/arrest-of-bnp-peoples-families-raid-go-unabated
57 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220391/allies-unhappy-about-al-seat-distribution
56 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/bangladesh-congress-threatens-pull-out-3496136
55 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/dypmn6xzf2
54 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220412/bnp-allies-call-dawn-to-dusk-hartal-across-bangladesh-for-monday

16 December

BNP and its allies had called a countrywide dawn-to-dusk strike on 18 December.54

Bangladesh Nationalist Movement Chairman Shah Muhammad Abu Zafar had stated that they

decided to participate in the upcoming polls based on the assurance that the upcoming

Parliamentary election would be fair and impartial. However, if they observe that the election

is not being conducted fairly or if a conducive atmosphere for the polls is not maintained, they

will consider withdrawing from the election.55

The Bangladesh Congress had issued a threat to withdraw all its 121 candidates from the

electoral race, accusing AL of attempting to prolong its tenure in power by orchestrating an

election through seat-sharing.56

Alliance partners of the AL-led coalition had expressed their dissatisfaction with the allocation

of only seven seats for the upcoming election. Additionally, there was discontent among

alliance partners regarding the inflexible stance of the AL, particularly concerning the refusal

to withdraw independent candidates affiliated with the AL.57

Raids on the residences of BNP leaders and activists, along with the subsequent arrest of family

members in cases where the intended targets could not be apprehended, continued without

restraint ahead of the upcoming parliamentary elections.58

Politicians, academics, and election experts observed that political parties have not only failed

to protect the people's right to vote but have also been unsuccessful in establishing acceptable

systems for free, fair, and credible elections even after 52 years of independence.59
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17 December

BNP had postponed their countrywide dawn-to-dusk strike that was initially called for 18

December, to 19 December.60

AL Presidium member and Agriculture Minister Muhammad Abdur Razzaque has said that

BNP did not accept their proposal of joining the upcoming election in exchange for all its

detained leaders being released overnight.61

The Police halted the members of the Left Democratic Alliance near the National Press Club in

Dhaka, after they began their march towards the Election Commission. The marchers were

demanding the cancellation of the 12th Parliamentary election.62

Rashed Khan Menon, President of the Workers Party of Bangladesh, mentioned in a press

conference that foreign pressure had led to a crisis surrounding the 12th parliamentary

election. He also suggested that something similar to the 'Arab Spring' could occur after the

election, stating, "The goal of the United States is not the election but to establish a military

base in Chittagong or in the Bay of Bengal."63

AL had completed the process of allocating seats in the National Parliament among its allies.

They had allocated 26 seats to Jatiya Party and six seats to other allies. However, the Party

declined to withdraw its dummy candidates from any of the seats.64

Dhaka Magistrate Courts had sentenced 28 BNP leaders and activists to various jail terms in

three cases related to violence.65
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President Mohammad Shahabuddin gave preliminary approval for the deployment of the Army

during the upcoming election.66

According to the Foreign Ministry, nine countries including India, Russia, China, and Japan, had

officially confirmed their participation in sending election observers to observe the upcoming

election. Additionally, entities such as the European Union, the Arab Parliament, and the

Commonwealth will also be sending observers.67

The Chief Election Commissioner and four other Commissioners will visit various districts to

oversee the preparations for the polls and to witness the on-ground situation.68

A group of 40 prominent citizens in the country issued a statement urging both the

government and the Election Commission to dissolve the current Parliament and reorganise

the election process in order to conduct a participatory, free, and fair election.69

18 December

A Dhaka court had rejected the bail petitions of BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam

Alamgir and BNP Standing Committee Member Amir Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury in a case

filed with Paltan Police Station over the assault of law enforcement officers in the capital on

October 28. Metropolitan Magistrate Rajesh Chowdhury had also declined remand appeals for

the two BNP leaders and permitted the police to interrogate them at the jail gate for two days.70

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader had stated that the recent statement made by Presidium

Member Abdur Razzaque, suggesting that BNP leaders were offered release from jail in

exchange for their party's participation in the upcoming election, was the personal opinion of

Razzaque. Quader had also emphasised that neither the government nor AL had made such a

proposal to BNP.71
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At least six people were injured after a clash between the supporters of AL candidate Mrinal

Kanti Das and AL Independent candidate Mohammad Faisal Biplab in Gazaria, Munshiganj.

Both candidates are contesting for the Munshiganj-3 constituency in the upcoming election.72

Contrary to earlier speculation about the inclusion of ‘King's Parties’ like Trinamool BNP,

Bangladesh Supreme Party (BSP), and Bangladesh Nationalist Movement (BNM), the allocation

of 26 seats to Jatiya Party and six seats to the 14-Party Alliance partners by AL indicated that

these ‘King's Parties’ did not receive electoral benefits from AL.73

AL candidate AKM Bahauddin Bahar, running in the Comilla-6 (Sadar) constituency had issued

a warning stating that if BNP-Jamaat activists are discovered campaigning in the upcoming

election, their arms and legs should be broken.74

The process of allocating symbols for the 12th Parliamentary elections had started at the

offices of the Returning Officers across the country. Immediately after the allocation,

candidates across the country initiated their electoral campaigns.75

A total of 1,896 candidates are set to participate in the upcoming polls, despite the boycott by

BNP, its allies, and some other like-minded parties. A total of 347 candidates withdrew their

candidacies till the last day for withdrawing from the upcoming election.76

The Election Commission had made the decision to dispatch ballot papers to all polling centres

on the morning of the election day, with the exception of remote and hard-to-reach areas.

Notably, it marks the first instance in the history of national elections in Bangladesh where

ballots will reach voting centres on the day of the polling. In prior parliamentary elections,

ballot papers were typically sent to polling stations the day before.77

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/ballots-reach-polling-centres-voting-day-3497796
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/ballots-reach-polling-centres-voting-day-3497796
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/1896-candidates-contest-election-3497176
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/1896-candidates-contest-election-3497176
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/12th-js-polls-symbol-allocation-begins-across-the-country-3497246
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/12th-js-polls-symbol-allocation-begins-across-the-country-3497246
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/and-so-it-begins-3498006
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/polls-campaign-begins-3497721
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/334392/bahar-break-arms-and-legs-of-bnp-activists-if
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/nothing-kings-parties-3497491
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/al-independent-clash-6-hurt-munshiganj-3498021


84 https://www.newagebd.net/article/220623/ganatantra-mancha-urges-bangladesh-people-not-to-cast-votes
83 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/forget-social-allowances-if-you-dont-vote-al-3499341
82 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/28dihq4vgg
81 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/21835-bnp-men-detained-oct-28-3497996

80

https://www.newagebd.net/article/220596/bangladesh-going-through-difficult-times-future-is-uncertain-un-expert-irene
-khan

79

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/will-see-about-international-national-accep
tance-after-the-polls-cec-3497481

78

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/army-be-deployed-dec-29-jan-10-centring-
polls-ec-3497486

The Election Commission had made the decision to deploy the Army across the country for a

period of 13 days, from 29 December 2023 to 10 January 2024.78

Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal had declined to provide a comment on

whether the upcoming polls would be accepted both nationally and internationally, and will

see to it after the election is over.79

United Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and Opinion Irene Khan said that

Bangladesh is going through a challenging period, and its future appears 'uncertain.'80

Bangladesh Jatiotabadi Ainjibi Forum (BJAF), a group of pro-BNP lawyers, had alleged that the

government had unlawfully detained 21,835 BNP members since 28 October.81

19 December

BNP will prepare leaflets urging people to reject the upcoming one-sided election. Sources

suggest that the BNP had planned to enforce strikes and blockades while distributing

anti-election materials nationwide until 7 January.82

AL leader Hatem Ali had stated that beneficiaries of various social security programs will not

receive their allowances if they do not vote for AL. He made these remarks while campaigning

for the AL-nominated candidate Abul Kalam Azad for the Jamalpur-5 constituency.83

Leaders of Ganatantra Mancha had rejected the 'unilateral' general election at a protest rally in

Dhaka. Terming the upcoming elections as farcical, they urged voters not to cast their votes in

the election.84
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The Amar Bangladesh Party had demanded the resignation of the incumbent government and

called for an election under a neutral government. They had also warned that a lopsided

election could trigger a 'Bangla Spring.'85

Dhaka Magistrate Courts had sentenced 32 leaders and activists affiliated with BNP and its

associate bodies, to varying terms of imprisonment. These sentences were handed down in

two cases filed on charges of violence in Dhaka.

Clashes between supporters of AL-nominated candidates and independent aspirants resulted

in at least 17 people being injured in Faridpur, Jamalpur, and Jashore.86

The Election Commission had started training over 900,000 polling officials across the

country.87

Election Commissioner Ahsan Habib Khan had issued a warning stating that the Election

Commission will take action against candidates who repeatedly violate the Electoral Code of

Conduct, and possibly eliminate their candidacy.88

During a national dialogue, speakers including rights activists had urged all political parties to

incorporate a roadmap for the implementation of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord in their

election manifestos.89

A group of 91 eminent citizens, comprising a former Chief Justice, former bureaucrats, retired

Major Generals and university teachers, had called for efforts to prevent any ill-intentions

aimed at undermining the upcoming general election.90
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20 December

BNP had announced a countrywide road-rail-waterway blockade for 24 December and a

three-day mass campaign across Bangladesh as part of their ongoing non-cooperation

movement.91

BNP Senior Joint Secretary General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi announced a non-cooperation

movement, and urged the people to boycott the January 7 general election. Additionally,

officers and employees involved in the polling process were urged to refrain from performing

their duties.92

Dhaka Magistrate Courts had sentenced an additional 36 leaders and activists affiliated with

BNP and its associate bodies to varying terms of imprisonment. These sentences were handed

down in three cases filed on charges of violence in Dhaka.93. Moreover, another Dhaka court

had framed charges against 213 leaders and activists of BNP and its front organisations in two

cases filed in Keraniganj over political violence.94

Leaders of Ganatantra Mancha had urged the people to boycott the upcoming unilateral

general election, during a protest rally..95

The Jatiya Party had announced their intention to introduce a provincial government system if

they came to power. Jatiya Party Secretary General Munibul Haque Chunnu made this

statement while unveiling the Party's 24-point manifesto for the upcoming parliamentary

election.96

A total of 382 independent candidates are contesting for 221 seats in the upcoming

Parliamentary polls. This indicated an increase in the number of independent candidates

compared to the last three national elections.97
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A total of 653 Judicial Magistrates were appointed to address polls-time irregularities during

the upcoming election. They were tasked with conducting summary trials swiftly to address

any electoral issues that may arise.98

The Election Commission had appointed 23 Judicial Magistrates to oversee 16 constituencies

in Chattogram, and address election-related irregularities. These magistrates are expected to

be on duty for a total of five days, from 5 to 9 January 2024.99

Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal had remarked that if the January 7 general

election is deemed unfair, the responsibility cannot be solely attributed to the election

commission; the government would also share responsibility. He had also said that

Bangladesh's upcoming 12th general election will be competitive and fair.100

Election Commissioner Md Alamgir had stated that peaceful anti-election campaigns are

allowed, but those who engage in violence will be dealt with firmly.101

During a roundtable meeting, civil society members including economists, retired civil and

military bureaucrats, and a journalist, expressed concerns that Bangladesh was heading

towards a one-sided national election. They argued that the election results are already known

in advance, with most opposition parties boycotting the polls, while AL is sharing seats with its

partners.102

The High Court had rejected a writ petition filed by a newly-registered political party, Insaniyat

Biplab Bangladesh, which sought a new general election schedule for the 12th Parliamentary

elections under supervision of the Army after dissolving the present Parliament.103
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21 December

A supporter of AK Azad, an independent candidate for the Faridpur-3 constituency, was

reportedly attacked by unidentified assailants while he was affixing posters at Umedia Bazar in

Faridpur Sadar as part of the electoral campaign.104

BNP had claimed that leaders and activists from their ranks were being subjected to torture

while in jail.105

During a rally in Dhaka, leaders of Ganatantra Mancha had urged the people of the country to

take to the streets in protest, rejecting the upcoming one-sided parliamentary elections.106

Pre-poll violence in three districts from the night of 19 December till 21 December resulted in

at least eight people being injured and two campaign offices being vandalised.107

Dhaka Magistrate Courts had handed down sentences to 135 additional leaders and activists

associated with BNP, its affiliate bodies, and Jamaat-e-Islami. These sentences were given in

five cases filed on charges of engaging in violence in Dhaka.108

Jatiya Party had unveiled their 24-point election manifesto for the upcoming general election.

The manifesto carried the slogan "Change for Peace, Jatiya Party for Change."109

In response to sporadic reports of electoral violence, particularly directed at independent

candidates and their supporters, the government had implemented a ban on carrying firearms

until January 9 in various locations across the country ahead of the upcoming general

election.110

In a statement, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs noted that a BNP faction and its allies had

escalated their endeavours to impose a blockade, with the objective of creating substantial

obstacles to the upcoming general election.111
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The Election Commission had said that a security team comprising 15 to 17 members will be

stationed at each of the polling stations across the 300 constituencies throughout the country,

during the upcoming election.112.

In a discussion with the Election Commission, several candidates from independent and

smaller parties voiced their concerns about election campaigning and attending polling

stations.. The Election Commission, in response, assured them of ensuring equal opportunities

for all candidates.113

The UN had indicated that it might express its views following Bangladesh's general election.

However, the UN had also emphasised that its position remained unchanged, aiming to ensure

that the people in Bangladesh can exercise their voting rights freely without facing any form of

intimidation.114

22 December

AL reportedly adopted several new tactics, including engaging local government

representatives across Bangladesh, to bring voters to polling centres while BNP and its allies

are boycotting the upcoming general election. AL candidates and local government

representatives are allegedly intimidating people and compelling them to come to the election

centres. In some areas, they are also threatening to withdraw social safety net services, like

family cards which are provided to individuals to access essentials at subsidised prices.115

Salim Ahmad, an electoral candidate nominated by Bangladesh Supreme Party for

Narayanganj-4 (Fatullah-Siddhirganj), had sustained injuries in an attack while campaigning in

Fatullah's Katherpul area in Narayanganj.116

BNP had expressed concern stating that the citizens of Bangladesh were troubled by what they

perceived as India’s apparent influence on the upcoming general election.117
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Left-wing political parties including the Left Democratic Alliance consisting of six parties and

the Anti-fascism Left Alliance comprising seven parties, held separate protest rallies in Dhaka.

During these demonstrations, they urged the public to boycott the upcoming general election.

Additionally, the Jatiya Mukti Council organised a rally at Purana Paltan crossing in Dhaka.118

During a rally, Islami Andolan Bangladesh had called upon the government to cease what they

perceived as making a mockery of the people under the guise of conducting a fair election. The

rally was later intercepted by the Police.119

The Police had prevented the Ganatantra Mancha from bringing out a procession towards

Elephant Road from Shahbagh in Dhaka.120

The Police had arrested MA Aziz, Senior Joint Convener of BNP's Chattogram City unit and

Arifur Rahman, a leader of the metropolitan unit of Jubo Dal in Chittagong. They were arrested

on charges of attempting to disrupt the upcoming election and distributing anti-election

leaflets.121

The Home Ministry had announced that members of the Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB),

Coast Guard and Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) will be deployed for 13 days, starting from 29

December, to assist the civil administration during the upcoming parliamentary polls.122

Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal had issued instructions to Returning Officers,

directing them to ensure that the upcoming general elections remain free from rigging,

irregularities, and the influence of muscle power.123

A total of 95 female candidates are competing for 80 seats in the upcoming national election.

This figure accounts for only 5.01 percent of the overall 1,895 candidates participating in the

polls across the 300 constituencies.124
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23 December

AL President and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina had called upon the citizens to ensure that

Bangladesh remains free from the influence of BNP and Jamaat. She emphasised this as crucial

for sustaining the current developmental momentum in the country. She had also said that the

AL Party aspirants who are participating in the upcoming parliamentary elections are doing so

to contribute to making the voting process participatory and peaceful.125

BNP and its movement partners, including the Ganatantra Mancha, the Liberal Democratic

Party, and the Left Democratic Unity had distributed leaflets urging people to not go to the

polling stations on voting day.126

The Police had arrested Emdad Hossain Chowdhury, BNP Sylhet City unit General Secretary

and Muminul Islam Mumin, President of Juba Dal Sylhet District, in Sylhet while they were

distributing leaflets among people advocating for the support of the non-cooperation

movement and the boycott of the upcoming election.127

Leaders of Ganatantra Mancha voiced their rejection of the upcoming general election during a

rally in Dhaka, and had called for an inclusive general election.128

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal-JSD had organised a rally and demonstration in front of the National

Press Club, demanding the immediate dissolution of the Parliament, the announcement of a

new election date based on the consensus of political parties, controlling the price hike of daily

essentials, and stopping the genocide by Israel in Gaza.129

Electoral violence occurred in four districts between the night of 22 December and 23

December, resulting in at least 12 people being injured and an election camp being

vandalised.130.
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An AL activist, who was also a supporter of an independent AL candidate, was reportedly killed

by supporters of AL candidate Abdus Sobhan Golap at Kalkini in Madaripur. This highlights the

fact that electoral violence, especially attacks on activists of independent AL candidates,

continue unabated across Bangladesh.131

A Chhatro League leader in Narayanganj's Rupganj subdistrict had reportedly issued a threat to

cut water, electricity, and gas supplies if people do not vote for AL in the upcoming election.132

Jatiya Party Chairman, GM Quader, had stated that there was no apparent risk of AL losing

power in the upcoming national election. As a result, the Party’s expectation is that the

upcoming election will be held in a fair manner.133

Workers Party of Bangladesh, a partner of the AL-led alliance, unveiled their election manifesto

for the upcoming general election. The Party vowed to establish a non-communal democratic

Bangladesh without the influences of imperialist America.134

The Election Commission announced their intention to take action against the distribution of

leaflets that dissuade voters from participating in the upcoming general election.135

Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal had stated that if the Election Commission

receives any complaints of vote rigging at a polling centre, voting will be promptly suspended

at that location.136

Election Commissioner Anisur Rahman had declared that the Election Commission is prepared

to take strong measures against electoral violence and violations of the Electoral Code of

Conduct. In certain instances, the Election Commission may even consider revoking candidacy

as part of its response to such incidents.137
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The Election Commission had reported that a total of 22,000 local observers from 96

registered organisations submitted applications to monitor the upcoming national polls.138

The IRI had said in a news release that a collaborative team comprising the NDI and the IRI

from the US had arrived in Bangladesh last week. Their objective is to carry out a limited

technical assessment specifically concentrated on potential conditions of electoral violence

before, during, and after the upcoming parliamentary elections.139

Mozahid Uddin, Returning Officer and Deputy Commissioner of Bandarban district, had said

that helicopters will be utilised in 12 polling stations in Bandarban to transport election

materials and election officers to distant locations.140

Deputy Commissioner and Returning Officer of Chattogram, Abul Bashar Mohammed

Fakhruzzaman, had stated that candidates from 10 constituencies in Chattogram have been

consistently violating the Electoral Code of Conduct during their election campaigns.141

Civil society members, including writers, teachers, artists, and journalists, had characterised

the upcoming 12th parliamentary elections as an extended model of the 2014 election,

featuring dummy candidates of the ruling Awami League to win unopposed, at a discussion.

They also demanded the restoration of democracy and voting rights for citizens in the

country.142

24 December

BNP had announced a three-day mass contact and leaflet distribution program across

Bangladesh between 26 December and 28 December.143

https://www.newagebd.net/article/221029/bnp-announces-three-day-mass-contact-from-dec-26
https://www.newagebd.net/article/221001/jan-7-election-extension-of-2014-polls-model-civil-society
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/most-candidates-violating-polls-conduct-3501681
https://www.newagebd.net/article/220942/chopper-to-be-used-in-bandarban-remote-polling-centres
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/d6dyoh5pos
https://www.iri.org/news/iri-ndi-joint-technical-assessment-team-arrives-in-bangladesh-ahead-of-the-january-7-elections/
https://www.newagebd.net/article/221071/iri-ndi-joint-technical-assessment-team-to-stay-6-8-weeks-in-bangladesh
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/22000-local-observers-seek-monitor-polls-3500846


150 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221107/rajshahi-4-independent-candidate-attacked-allegedly-by-al-supporters

149

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/faridpur-3-election-camp-independent-candidate-vandalis
ed-3502341

148

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/national-election-2024/news/al-candidate-holds-procession-munshiganj-violating-code
-conduct-3502021

147 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221024/bnp-demands-strengthening-security-for-bangladesh-ex-pm-khaleda-zia;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/220950/youth-held-while-trying-to-enter-khaledas-hospital-cabin

146 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221089/india-wont-allow-another-111-in-bangladesh-al
145 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221096/ganatantra-mancha-urges-voters-not-to-cast-vote

144

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/4-cases-over-political-violence-conviction-46-bnp-men-comes-after-five-
years-3502376

In connection to four cases filed in 2018 regarding political violence in Dhaka, another 46

leaders and activists of BNP and its affiliated organisations were sentenced to varying jail

terms.144

During a protest rally, leaders of Ganatantra Mancha had urged voters not to go to the voting

centres on election day and to refrain from casting their votes.145

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader had stated that the US Ambassador Peter Haas’ visit to

India and other alleged conspiracies will not alter India's stance on the Bangladesh election.146

BNP had demanded tighter security for former Prime Minister and Party Chairperson, Begum

Khaleda Zia, who is undergoing treatment at Evercare Hospital in Dhaka. The demand was

made after an unidentified youth attempted to enter the hospital cabin of the former PM.147

AL candidate Mohiuddin Ahmad had conducted a large-scale procession in Munshiganj's

Sirajdikhan subdistrict, contrary to the Electoral Code of Conduct.148

The election camp of AK Azad, an independent candidate from the Faridpur-3 constituency,

was reportedly vandalised, and two of his associates were assaulted in Faridpur.149

Independent candidate Engineer Enamul Haque, running for the Rajshahi-4 constituency, had

reported an attack by supporters of the 'Boat' symbol while conducting his election campaign

at Kalitala Madrassah intersection in Dwippur union of Bagmara subdistrict in Rajshahi. The

assault resulted in injuries to two supporters of the independent candidate, identified as

Mujibur Rahman and Sweet.150
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Supporters of Naogaon-5 independent candidate Dewan Sekar Ahmed Shishan had allegedly

set fire to five election camps belonging to AL-backed candidate Nazim Uddin Jalil in

Naogaon.151

During a confrontation between supporters of the AL and independent candidates in Baghil

union of Tangail Sadar subdistrict, at least three Jubo League members sustained gunshot

injuries.152

The Chairman of Amarkhana Union Parishad in Panchagarh, Md Nuruzzaman, had reportedly

threatened to break the legs of those opposing the AL candidate after the election.153

Seventeen local government representatives from Chakaria and Pekua subdistricts of Cox’s

Bazar had collectively written to the Election Commission, requesting security due to alleged

intimidation. They had claimed to be facing threats for not supporting the Bangladesh Kalyan

Party candidate in the Parliamentary election.154

Election Commissioner Md Anisur Rahman had stated that there is no foreign pressure

preceding the upcoming national election.155

The Election Commission had made a request to the Ministry of Public Administration to

declare January 7 as a general holiday in observance of the 12th Parliamentary Election.156

Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal had stated that the Election Commission

planned to announce the voter turnout rate across the country every two hours on the polling

day. The people will be able to access this voter turnout data every two hours through a mobile

app named "Smart Election Management BD." He had also said that the Returning Officer must

shoulder responsibility within the polling centres. If the Returning Officer fails in their

responsibilities, the presiding officer may cancel balloting.157
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158 https://www.newagebd.net/article/221026/jan-7-national-poll-a-voting-game-not-election-shujan-secy

Badiul Alam Majumder, the Secretary of Shushashoner Jonno Nagorik (SHUJAN), had stated

that Bangladesh's next general election would not be considered an election at all; rather, it

would be called a 'voting game.'158
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