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Summary

Between November 27 and December 10, the political landscape was marked by intense

rivalries and controversies. The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) continued to declare a

countrywide blockade and strike, demanding the cancellation of the election schedule and

the resignation of the Awami League (AL)-led government. The AL faced criticism for

controversial nominations and support for 'dummy and rebel candidates' to create the

appearance of competition.1 Legal actions unfolded, with courts framing charges against

BNP leaders, and human rights organizations like Human Rights Watch raised concerns

over a crackdown on opposition parties.2

The AL and the 14-Party Alliance engaged in seat-sharing discussions, while opposition

parties, including BNP, reached a consensus to boycott elections under the current

government.3 BNP had also expelled members participating in the election. International

entities, including the EU and the UN, engaged with Bangladesh on election monitoring.4

The EU emphasized democratic expectations, while the UN urged parties to ensure a

harassment-free voting environment.5 The Election Commission faced criticism for varying
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interpretations of electoral laws.6 Amid diplomatic meetings and appeals for dialogue,

concerns were raised about the inclusivity and fairness of the upcoming election.

BNP's continuous blockades, arrests, and legal actions, coupled with international scrutiny

and internal party dynamics, created a complex and volatile political scenario.

Concurrently, the suppression of opposition forces and dissenting voices, manifested

through acts of violence, as well as judicial and non-judicial harassment, persists as a

central concern during the pre-election period. There exists ongoing skepticism regarding

the impartiality of the election commission, all within the backdrop of an impending

electoral exercise scheduled for the 7th of January 2024.
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BNP announced a countrywide blockade on 29 November and a countrywide strike on 30

November, demanding the cancellation of the election schedule and resignation of the AL-led

government while handing over their power to a neutral poll-time caretaker government.7

The Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Court placed BNP Vice-Chairman Shamsuzzaman Dudu

and BNP Media Cell Convener Jahir Uddin Swapan on a two-day remand.8

AL put forward the names of several incumbents with controversial backgrounds as nominees

for the upcoming election.9

AL is actively supporting so-called 'dummy and rebel candidates' where AL party members can

contest as independent candidates for the upcoming election to create an appearance of
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competition, given that major opposition parties, including BNP, are poised to boycott the

election.10

Jatiya Party announced their list of party candidates who will contest in the upcoming election.

Meanwhile, AL had started distributing nomination letters to their respective candidates who

had already received party tickets to compete in the upcoming election.11

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader had said that 25 to 30 political parties will be joining the

upcoming election and asked why the upcoming election will not be considered as one that is

participatory in nature if one party did not join polls.12

A Dhaka court framed charges against 28 BNP leaders and activists, including BNP Publicity

Secretary Shahid Uddin Chowdhury Annie and BNP Joint Secretary General Khairul Kabir

Khokon in a violence case. Meanwhile, a court in Gazipur placed BNP leader SM Rafiqul Islam

Bachchu on a two-day remand in an arson case. Moreover, two Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate

Courts sentenced a total of 23 BNP leaders and activists. 16 individuals were given a two-year

and six-month jail term, while seven others received a six-month sentence. These verdicts were

rendered in connection with two separate cases filed for charges related to violence in 2018

and 2013.13

Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal had said that Bangladesh is now in a crisis

with regards to the upcoming election. He further said that the upcoming election should be

free and fair for the sake of the country's economy and future. He further added that it is

unfortunate that certain countries are exerting pressure on Bangladesh with regards to the

upcoming election.14

The Election Commission extended the application deadline for local observers to observe the

upcoming election from 25 November to 10 December.15
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Human Rights Watch had said that Bangladesh “launched a sweeping and violent crackdown

on opposition political parties to eliminate competition ahead of the general election, including

arresting almost 10,000 activists.”16

28 November

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader had said that AL intends to share seats for the upcoming

election with the members of the 14-Party Alliance after careful assessment of Bangladesh's

current political landscape.17

A human chain was formed in front of the Jatiya Press Club consisting of BNP leaders and

family members of recently-detained party members. Their collective demand is the release of

the arrested leaders. A memorandum was also submitted to Chief Justice Obaidul Hassan by

them, urging him to take requisite measures and instruct the relevant courts to promptly

release the detained BNP and opposition political leaders and activists from imprisonment.18

Leaders from the majority of opposition political parties reached a consensus to boycott

elections conducted under the partisan government. Their collective aim is to dismantle the

ruling AL government and establish national unity to rehabilitate the state.19

BNP expelled Syed AK Ekramuzzaman, an Adviser to the Party's Chairperson and Shah Md Abu

Zafar, a member of the National Executive Committee, from their positions due to their decision

to participate in the upcoming election. BNP had previously expelled party members as well for

announcing their intention to join the polls for the upcoming election.20

A Dhaka court handed down six-month prison sentences to 19 BNP leaders and activists, which

includes former Dhaka City Corporation Ward Councillor Md Mohon. This verdict is related to a
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violence case from 2013. Including him and the 19 others, as many as 57 leaders and activists

of BNP and its associated organisations were sentenced to jail terms in two separate cases

related to political violence filed in the capital.21

Unknown perpetrators detonated multiple crude bombs and set ablaze a parked vehicle at the

residence of Akbar Hossain, the President of the BNP Daganbhuiyan Upazila unit in Alaiyarpur,

Feni.22

The Left Democratic Alliance, an alliance consisting of six political parties, is planning to

organise a 'black flag procession' in Dhaka on November 30. This event coincides with the final

day for aspirant candidates to file nominations for the upcoming election.23

Many local government representatives have resigned from their posts to compete in the

upcoming election as independent candidates.24

Election Commissioner Md Alamgir said that there is a possibility of deploying the army during

the upcoming election. He further said that BNP needs to inform the Election Commission

within the next two days if they wish to join the polls for the upcoming election.25

Transparency International Bangladesh has conveyed deep concern and unease over the

cabinet's approval of the draft Data Protection Act 2023, especially given the timing amidst the

announcement of the schedule for the upcoming general election. The organisation also raised

questions about the reasons and urgency behind the swift passage of this important legislation

by the cabinet during the ongoing election proceedings.26
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AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader questioned the silence of democratic nations, including

the US and the EU, in the face of open threats from BNP to disrupt the upcoming election. He

had also said that AL will not entertain any alterations to the election schedule if such changes

surpass the deadline stipulated by the Constitution.27

Aminur Rahman, Vice President of Jashore District Jubo Dal and a college teacher, was arrested

on November 2 under a sabotage case filed after the BNP's October 28 rally. Experiencing a

cardiac arrest in Jashore Central Jail, he was taken to the hospital. Allegedly, authorities refused

to remove his bar fetters and handcuffs during his 13-day hospital stay despite his critical

health condition. Later on, the High Court requested a written application regarding the

imposition of bar fetters and handcuffs on him while receiving treatment.28

BNP Senior Joint Secretary General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi alleged that the government is acquiring

nomination forms using the names of BNP leaders through the forgery of National Identity

Card (NID Card) data.29

BNP Vice Chairman Shahjahan Omar was released from jail after obtaining bail in a case

related to the burning of buses.30

Rawshan Ershad, Chief Patron of Jatiya Party, declared that she would not take part in the

upcoming election.31

A Dhaka court handed down a 30-month prison sentence to 15 BNP leaders and activists,

including BNP Executive Committee Member Habibur Rashid Habib and BNP Sabujbag Unit
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leader Kamal Hossain. This verdict is related to a case filed in Dhaka concerning political

violence in 2012.32

A Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Court sentenced 22 BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami leaders and

activists to two years and three months in jail. This verdict pertains to a case filed with the

Uttara East Police Station related to charges of violence.33

Trinamool BNP declared candidates for 230 constituencies for the upcoming national

elections.34

According to the Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi Forum, a pro-BNP lawyers' organisation, a staggering

20,326 BNP leaders and activists have been arrested, with 73,123 party followers facing legal

action in 837 cases filed since October 28. 35

The Election Commission released a statement stating that incumbent members of parliament

will not be required to resign to run as independent candidates in the upcoming election.36

The EU’s four-member technical team for monitoring the upcoming national election process

arrived in Bangladesh.37

The UN decided not to deploy observers for the upcoming election. However, it has called on all

parties to ensure that people can freely cast their votes and express their opinions without

facing any harassment.38

A 10-member delegation from the European Union's Missions in Bangladesh held a meeting

with the Election Commission ahead of the upcoming election. After the meeting, the Chief

Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal stated that the Election Commission does not have

the authority to involve itself in any disputes or differences within the political arena.39
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EU Ambassador to Bangladesh Charles Whiteley expressed the global expectation that the

upcoming general election in Bangladesh would be conducted democratically, credibly,

peacefully, and in a participatory manner.40

The United Nations has reiterated its appeal for all parties concerned to ensure the freedom of

the people in Bangladesh to cast their votes and express their opinions without encountering

any form of harassment.41

A complaint was lodged with a court in Chattogram against eight individuals, including a Union

Parishad Chairman, for allegedly threatening the US Ambassador to Bangladesh Peter Haas.42

30 November

BNP announced another 48-hour nationwide blockade from 3 December.43

AL has put forward BNP Vice Chairman Shahjahan Omar as its nominee for the Jhalakathi-1

constituency in the upcoming election, a day after his release from jail. Due to this, BNP took

the decision to expel Shahjahan Omar from all party positions, including primary membership,

citing a "serious breach of party discipline."44

45 leaders and activists of BNP and its affiliated organisations were sentenced to various jail

terms in five cases filed years ago regarding political violence in the capital. These cases, filed

between April 2013 and October 2018, involve charges such as illegal gatherings, vehicle

arson, vandalism, property damage, assault on police, and obstruction of law enforcement

duties.45
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AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader said that AL will make a decision on its seat-sharing

matter within the 14-Party alliance on the final day of the withdrawal of candidacy. He had also

said that AL will not accept any postponement of the elections beyond January 29, 2024.46

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader criticised Transparency International Bangladesh's

Executive Director, Iftekharuzzaman, and SHUJAN—Citizens for Good Governance's Secretary,

Badiul Alam Majumdar, for their statement suggesting that the next general election may not

be participatory.47

The Police have been accused of picking up Bishwajit Ghosh alias Kanchan, General Secretary

of AL’s Sadar Upazila Unit and an independent candidate, from his residence in Dinajpur Sadar

Upazila at midnight, detaining him at the police station for two hours, and pressuring him not

to contest in the upcoming election.48

BNP and 38 other parties have jointly demanded the cancellation of the schedule for the

upcoming election.49

A minimum of 54 local government representatives, including Zilla and Upazila Parishad

Chairmen, have resigned from their positions to take part in the upcoming election.50

The deadline for the submission of nomination papers for the upcoming election has

concluded. Election Commission Secretary Jahangir Alam also said that there will be no

extension of the deadline for submitting nomination forms for the upcoming polls.51

The Election Commission requested explanations from 17 AL nominees, which includes four

ministers, regarding their violation of the Electoral Code of Conduct.52
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Election Commission officials had reported that a total of 21 candidates have submitted their

nomination papers online ahead of the upcoming election, marking almost half the number of

online submissions compared to the previous polls.53

Election Commission Secretary Jahangir Alam said that candidates from 30 out of the 44

registered political parties have filed nomination papers for the upcoming election.54

The Election Commission has requested the Ministry of Public Administration and the Ministry

of Home Affairs to transfer all Upazila Nirbahi Officers (Chief Executive Officer of an Upazila)

and Officer-in-Charges of all police stations to ensure the impartial conduct of the upcoming

national elections.55

The Election Commission is providing varying interpretations of electoral laws and rules on a

daily basis. Between 26 and 29 November, this constitutional body has given four different

explanations regarding the Electoral Code of Conduct and independent candidates.56

US Ambassador Peter Haas had a meeting with Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen at the

State Guesthouse Padma. The U.S. Embassy in Dhaka stated that Ambassador Haas and Foreign

Secretary Momen had a routine meeting to discuss ongoing developments in the bilateral

relationship.57

UN General Assembly President Dennis Francis expressed his hope that Bangladesh recognises

the significance of “honouring its long and strong tradition of democratic governance.”58

The High Court has scheduled December 3 for the hearing of a petition challenging the legality

of announcing the schedule for the upcoming parliamentary election while the current

parliament is still undissolved.59
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At least three journalists were reportedly assaulted by AL lawmaker Mustafizur Rahman and

his associates in Chattogram today. The incident occurred while Mustafizur, an MP from

Chattogram-16 (Banshkhali), was submitting his nomination papers as an AL candidate for the

upcoming election at the Chattogram Deputy Commissioner's office.60

The Executive Director of Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB), Iftekharuzzaman, has

expressed that an inclusive election, in the true sense, is not taking place this year either. TIB

also stated that the upcoming national election is unlikely to be participatory, and ensuring

public confidence in such an election is deemed impossible.61

01 December

Since the announcement of the schedule for the upcoming election, BNP has expelled 15

leaders from both central and grassroots levels. The expulsion is due to their breach of Party

discipline and their decision to participate in the election against the Party's directive.62

The Police arrested Md Ahsanul Islam Rimon, the President of the Narsingdi District Unit of

Chhatra League, in connection with a case filed for threatening to assault independent

candidates contesting in the upcoming elections in the district.63

A minimum of 442 independent candidates from AL will be competing against the Party's

nominated candidates in the 300 constituencies in the upcoming election. This number also

includes a minimum of 25 current lawmakers who were denied party nominations. This means
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that the number of independent candidates from the Party will exceed the number of

nominated candidates by 144.64

At least 24 former BNP leaders and lawmakers are contesting in the upcoming general election

by representing different parties as well as running independently.65

The number of independent candidates submitting nomination papers for the upcoming

national polls has reached a record high. According to Election Commission data, a total of 747

independent candidates submitted nomination papers until 30 November, which was the last

date for submission.66

The European Union has conveyed its apprehension regarding the labour and human rights

conditions in Bangladesh. It has urged the government to expedite the implementation of the

National Action Plan in the labour sector and the recommendations of the Human Rights

Council's Universal Periodic Review. Compliance with these measures is essential to maintain

duty-free market access to the economic bloc.67

The UN has once again reiterated its desire to see a free, peaceful, and inclusive national

election with the participation of all, including both the ruling and opposition camps.68

Thirty-one social and cultural organisations held a demonstration on the Dhaka University

campus protesting against the schedule for the upcoming parliamentary election, which they

deemed 'one-sided.'69

02 December

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader stated that it is now the Election Commission’s turn to be

responsible and take action in cases of violence or chaos relating to the national election.70
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that a fraction of BNP was boycotting the upcoming

general election, and that many BNP leaders were participating in the polls.71

The Election Commission announced that a total of 2,712 aspirants had filed nomination

papers for the 300 territorial parliamentary constituencies for the upcoming general election.72

The Election Commission, in a directive, emphasised that there was no scope for carrying out

an election campaign in favour of any aspirant before December 18, as there was no legal

opportunity for anyone to become a candidate before that date.73

BNP conducted a virtual meeting with the visiting four-member EU team of election experts,

which arrived in Dhaka on November 29 for a two-month mission to monitor the upcoming

general election.74

03 December

A Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Court sentenced 11 BNP leaders and activists to 30 months

of rigorous imprisonment each. The case was filed with Vatara Police Station and involved

charges of violence in 2018.75

BNP has strategised to unite all opposition parties engaged in movements against the

government onto a single platform.76

A Dhaka Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Court framed charges against 72 leaders and

activists of Jamaat-e-Islami, including its ‘ameer’ Shafiqur Rahman. The charges were filed in a

case with Rampura Police Station, accusing them of allegedly obstructing the police from

performing their duties in 2012.77
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Jatiyatabadi Juba Dal, the youth wing of BNP, burned the effigy of the Chief Election

Commissioner, demanding that the upcoming general election be conducted under a

non-partisan administration and calling for the resignation of the current government.78

The Chairman of the Electoral Inquiry Committee for the Rajshahi-1 constituency (Godagari

and Tanore) issued a show-cause notice to AL-nominated candidate Omar Faruk Chowdhury,

for persistently violating the Electoral Code of Conduct.79

The Election Commission held a meeting with the EU’s four-member election expert team.80

52 cultural activists have appealed to the political parties in the country to engage in dialogue

in accordance with the Constitution to address the ongoing political crisis.81

04 December

BNP and its allies announced their 10th 48-hour blockade from 6 December.82

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader stated that the UN cannot interfere in any country's

internal affairs without the approval of its General Assembly or Security Council.83

A union-level BNP leader has been in a public hospital in Dhaka for over three weeks. His

spinal cord was severely damaged in police action, during a procession in Kasba upazila in

Brahmanbaria in support of BNP’s nationwide blockade.84

Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Courts sentenced 30 additional leaders and activists of BNP to

varying terms of imprisonment. Additionally, charges were brought against BNP Senior Joint

Secretary General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi, BNP Dhaka North City unit Convener Amanullah Aman

and 43 leaders and activists of the Party for their alleged involvement in acts of violence in the

capital in 2015.85
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A Dhaka court acquitted 38 leaders and activists affiliated with BNP, Jamaat-e-Islami, and their

front organisations in a case filed regarding political violence in the capital in 2013.86

During the scrutiny process, at least 731 candidates, predominantly independent candidates

associated with AL, had their nomination papers for participating in the upcoming general

election cancelled.87

The High Court provided anticipatory bail to BNP leader Nipun Roy Chowdhury until 11

January next year in eight cases, including one related to the vandalism of the Chief Justice's

residence.88

The Election Commission extended the deadline for submitting proposals on transferring

Officers-in-Charge of police stations by an additional three days.89

The Election Commission gave its approval to the Ministry of Public Administration's proposal

to transfer 47 Upazila Nirbahi Officers across Bangladesh.90

The US has once again reiterated its commitment to engage with the government, the

opposition, civil society, and other stakeholders, encouraging them to collaborate to ensure a

free, fair, and peaceful general election.91

The High Court inquired with a lawyer if there was any evidence or legal claim suggesting that

voting in the 11th parliamentary polls in 2018 occurred at night before the election.92

The High Court dismissed four separate writ petitions challenging the provision that bars

government officials from participating in national elections within three years of retirement.93
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There is a higher number of candidates from minority communities participating in the

upcoming national election compared to the previous polls.94

05 December

A total of 253 arson attacks were documented during the blockades and hartals initiated by

BNP and its allies in the ongoing political movement since the end of October.95

Jatiya Party Secretary General Mujibul Haque Chunnu stated that his party decided to

participate in the upcoming election based on assurances from the government and the

Election Commission regarding the conduct of a fair election.96

Forty-two aspirants, whose candidacies have been cancelled, have submitted appeals to the

Election Commission in an attempt to reinstate their candidacy for the upcoming election.97

The Election Commission has declined to grant permission to AL for holding a rally on 10

December.98

Chairman of an Electoral Enquiry Committee and Joint District Judge Marjia Khatun issued a

show cause notice to AL candidate for the Panchagarh-1 constituency Naimuzzaman Bhuiyan

Mukta for breaching the Electoral Code of Conduct.99

Numerous violations of the Election Code are occurring in the lead-up to the u[coming election,

yet the Election Commission has not taken any punitive measures against those who are

breaking the rules.100
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Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal refrained from addressing queries about the

Election Commission's lack of action on candidates violating the Electoral Code.101

06 December

BNP claimed that there have been approximately 20,000 arrests since its grand rally on

October 28.102

A Dhaka court denied bail for BNP Standing Committee Member Amir Khasru Mahmud

Chowdhury and the Party's Media Cell Convener Zahir Uddin Swapan in a case related to the

death of a constable during a clash between party members and the Police on October 28.103

The Jatiya Party has called on AL to withdraw its candidates from approximately 70

constituencies. This request is made with the aim of facilitating an easier victory for the Jatiya

Party nominees in the upcoming polls.104

Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan commended the law enforcement agencies for their efforts

in arrests, maintaining law and order, and ensuring efficiency for the upcoming national

elections. However, he refrained from addressing questions regarding human rights abuses,

including arbitrary detentions and attacks on BNP leaders and activists.105

Election Commissioner Md Alamgir stated that there was no external pressure exerted by

foreigners on the Commission regarding the upcoming election.106
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The Election Commission has received a proposal from the Public Security Division of the

Home Ministry to transfer the Officers-in-Charge of 338 police stations in preparation for

Bangladesh's upcoming general election.107

The Election Commission granted permission for an additional 29 local observers to monitor

the forthcoming national election.108

In the span of two days, a total of 184 candidates, whose nomination papers had been

invalidated by Returning Officers, lodged appeals with the Election Commission to reinstate

their candidacy for the upcoming election.109

According to the CIVICUS Monitor, the current environment in Bangladesh does not support

the possibility of free and fair elections. CIVICUS has also downgraded the country's civic space

to the lowest rating, classified as 'closed.'110

The US has characterised Russia's assertion that Washington interferes in Bangladesh's

domestic political matters as "classic Russian propaganda."111

A Supreme Court lawyer made an allegation that on 29 November, a Dhaka Metropolitan

Magistrate Court sentenced 15 BNP activists to two years in jail in an arson case which had

been previously stayed by the High Court in 2018.112

07 December

BNP has decided not to declare any strikes or blockade program on 10 November in

observance of International Human Rights Day.113
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Two Metropolitan Magistrate Courts in Dhaka handed down sentences to 29 BNP leaders and

activists in two separate sabotage cases, each receiving different jail terms. Meanwhile another

Dhaka court sentenced Jubo Dal President Sultan Salahuddin Tuku and 19 other BNP leaders

and activists and its front organisations to three years in jail in a case filed over political

violence.114

More than 300 BNP members have been named in two separate cases filed under the Special

Powers Act with Nandail and Haluaghat Police Stations in Mymensingh. At least three BNP

activists have been arrested in connection with these cases.115

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader emphasised that the US couldn't unilaterally make

significant decisions regarding Bangladesh, pointing out that the country's allies in Asia and

the Indo-Pacific region did not share the same stance as the US.116

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader has stated that there have been no discussions with

Jatiya Party regarding seat sharing.117

The Chairman of the Electoral Inquiry Committee for Rajshahi-6 constituency (Charghat and

Bagha) issued a show-cause notice to Md Shahriar Alam, AL-nominated candidate and State

Minister for Foreign Affairs, citing a violation of the Electoral Code of Conduct.118

A total of 153 additional candidates, whose nomination papers were revoked by the Returning

Officers, lodged appeals with the Election Commission in an attempt to reinstate their

candidacy for the upcoming election.119

Election Commission Secretary Jahangir Alam announced that a combined total of 131

international observers and 46 foreign journalists have indicated their interest in monitoring

and covering the upcoming election.120
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In preparation for the upcoming general election, the Election Commission has thus far given

its approval for the transfer of 205 Upazila Nirbahi Officers and Officers-in-Charge of 338

Police Stations across Bangladesh.121

The High Court rejected the bail plea of BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir.

The High Court had also requested the government to provide an explanation within a week

regarding the denial of bail for Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, the detained BNP

Secretary-General.122

08 December

The Police have filed a case against 50 BNP leaders and activists of the Party's Khulna unit.

They have been accused of vandalising a Khulna University bus during BNP's 48-hour blockade

on 07 November.

Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen wrote to the UN seeking its constructive and collaborative

involvement amidst political pressure.123

As per directives from the Election Commission in preparation for the upcoming election,

Officers-in-Charge of four police stations under Khulna Metropolitan Police and seven police

stations in the district have been reshuffled.124

The Russian Ambassador to Bangladesh, Alexander Mantytskiy, stated that Russia opposes any

'illegal' actions, including sanctions or other measures, that may be taken by the US or other

Western countries against a nation.125

There has been a significant increase in the number of women candidates in the upcoming

elections. Compared to the previous elections in 2018, the current participation of women

candidates is nearly double.126
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09 December

BNP had alleged that inmates affiliated with the Party are being deprived of regular facilities in

prisons and subjected to torture by jail staff.127

Maayer Daak, with families of numerous disappearance victims and opposition political

leaders formed a human chain in front of the National Press Club. They were seeking justice for

enforced disappearances, extrajudicial killings, and various forms of intimidation and human

rights abuses. The event took place after the police disrupted their planned program in

Shahbagh, Dhaka.128

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader stated that Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen had

written to the UN, citing ‘existing pressure’ in connection with the upcoming elections.129

The recently-registered political parties—Trinamool BNP, Bangladesh Nationalist Movement

and Bangladesh Supreme Party—have collectively nominated only 29 candidates in 18 of

Dhaka city's 20 constituencies.130

The Electoral Inquiry Committee issued show-cause notices to AL Jhalakati-2 candidate Amir

Hossain Amu and AL Dhaka-8 candidate AFM Bahauddin Nasim for violating the Electoral Code

of Conduct.131
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Amar Bangladesh (AB) Party met the European Union Election Expert Mission to Bangladesh.

Amongst other issues, the AB Party expressed concern about the absence of a level playing

field in the upcoming election.132

Members of the Election Expert Mission from the European Union held a meeting with Jatiya

Samajtantrik Dal-Jasad President Hasanul Haq Inu, for a discussion regarding the upcoming

election.133

Politicians, economists, and analysts asserted that AL would bear the primary responsibility if

any Western sanctions or restrictions are imposed on Bangladesh.134

Writers, teachers, artistes and journalists marched from the National Press Club to Shahbagh in

Dhaka city, demanding the right to vote and freedom of expression.135

10 December

BNP and its allies have declared a 36-hour road-rail-waterway blockade from 12 December.

The Party also called for non-cooperation with the AL government.136

Bangladesh Sommilito Peshajibi Parishad (BSPP) have shown solidarity with BNP and

encouraged BNP leaders and activists not to be disheartened. These remarks were made

during a human chain event in front of the National Press Club in Dhaka.137

Three different courts in Dhaka convicted and sentenced a total of 73 BNP leaders and activists

to various jail terms. These sentences were handed down in three separate sabotage cases filed

with Kalabagan, Bongshal, and Kotwali Police Stations in Dhaka.138
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BNP leaders and activists as well as the family members of victims of enforced disappearances

and political killings, assembled and formed a human chain at the National Press Club in Dhaka

to participate in a human chain event in observance of International Human Rights Day.139

Jatiya Party is reportedly maintaining its insistence on the withdrawal of AL candidates from at

least 23 constituencies currently held by Jatiya Party MPs. There are discussions within Jatiya

Party suggesting that the Party might consider withdrawing from the race if this demand is not

met.140

According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, sixteen Japanese observers have expressed their

interest to the Election Commission to monitor the upcoming national election.141

The Election Commission has begun the process of addressing appeals, and this process is

expected to be completed by December 15, as announced by Election Commission Secretary

Jahangir Alam. A total of 661 appeals were filed with the Election Commission.142

Farhad Hossain, the State Minister for Public Administration and AL candidate for the

Meherpur-1 constituency received a show-cause notice from the Election Inquiry

Committee.143
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