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Opportunities
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I. Background

The Asian Electoral Stakeholder Forum (AESF) is a platform that brings together election

management bodies, civil society organizations, and other stakeholders from across Asia to

engage and collaborate. Since its inception in 2012 with the first AESF held in Bangkok,

Thailand, the forum has been held five times, including in Dili, Timor-Leste (2015), Bali,

Indonesia (2016), Colombo, Sri Lanka (2018), and online due to the COVID-19 pandemic

(2021).

The second AESF in Dili, Timor-Leste was held with the support of the National Commission of

Elections and drew the attention of EMBs from across Asia, as well as representatives from

Portuguese-speaking countries, leading to a rich exchange of ideas and discussions. The third

AESF, co-hosted by the Elections Commission of Indonesia, saw the participation of nearly 250

delegates from around the world.

The fourth iteration of the AESF was co-hosted by the Election Commission of Sri Lanka and

brought together nearly 350 delegates from around the world who are dedicated to promoting

democracy and fair elections. The fifth AESF, held online due to the COVID-19 pandemic, was

co-hosted by the Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB) and saw the participation of

over 200 individuals.

The first AESF resulted in the adoption of the “Bangkok Declaration on Free and Fair Elections,”

which aimed to promote democratic and transparent elections in Asia. Subsequent AESF

iterations produced their own documents, including the “Dili Indicators of Democratic

Elections,” the “Bali Commitment for Electoral Integrity,” and the “Colombo Pledge to Promote

and Defend Electoral Democracy in Asia.” These documents serve as a symbol of the attendees’

democratic aspirations and provide a set of regional standards for evaluating the conduct of

elections in Asia. Several civil society organizations and election management bodies have

integrated these documents into their own plans and tools to further advance democratization in

their countries.

On 4 July 2022, ANFREL and the Election Commission, Nepal (ECN) inked a memorandum of

understanding to co-host the sixth AESF (AESF VI) in Kathmandu, Nepal during the last quarter

of 2023. The forum is expected to bring together approximately 250 representatives from

election management bodies, local and international NGOs, and intergovernmental

organizations from Asia and beyond.

II. About AESF VI

Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL) and Election Commission of Nepal (ECN) will

co-host the AESF in Kathmandu, Nepal. The event is expected to bring together more than 250

stakeholders from election management bodies, local and international NGOs, election experts,

reformers, media and intergovernmental organizations from Asia and beyond.
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http://aesf-anfrel.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/The-Bangkok-Declaration-on-Free-and-Fair-Elections.pdf
http://aesf-anfrel.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2015-Dili-Indicators-of-Democratic-Elections.pdf
http://aesf-anfrel.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2015-Dili-Indicators-of-Democratic-Elections.pdf
http://aesf-anfrel.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Electoral-Transparency-Eight-Keys-to-Integrity.pdf
http://aesf-anfrel.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2018-Colombo-Pledge-edited-in-breakout-session.pdf
http://aesf-anfrel.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2018-Colombo-Pledge-edited-in-breakout-session.pdf


Forum theme

Building Sustainable Democracies: Addressing Electoral Challenges and Opportunities

The theme focuses on the need to promote election integrity through electoral reforms. Through

electoral reforms, a sustainable democracy is envisioned. A sustainable democracy requires

strong institutions, reliable structures, and active citizens. In as much, electoral reform is an

integral part of democratic development. It improves public confidence in the electoral process,

accuracy of election results, and promotes the electoral rights of citizens through upholding

accountability, transparency, and inclusiveness. The forum envisions that a continuous

assessment and reform of the legal framework governing electoral processes is necessary for

both old and new democracies.

Objectives and Outcomes

Objectives:

● To provide a platform for productive discussions among election stakeholders from Asia

and discuss current and anticipated challenges in elections and present potential

solutions;

● To encourage collaboration between election stakeholders with the goal of enhancing the

democratic process; and

● To identify electoral reforms through the topics/electoral issues that will be discussed

which can be executed in respective countries, provide opportunities for collaborations

and build sustainable democracies across Asia.

Outcomes:

● Gathering of approximately 100 electoral stakeholders from Asia and beyond to

deliberate on challenges to free and fair elections and develop strategies to address them;

● Creation of “Kathmandu Declaration to Strengthen Democracy and Promote

Electoral Integrity through Electoral Reforms'' which will be adopted as a

document and be an integral part of their plans on how they can pursue electoral reforms

in their respective countries, at the same time promote democracy in Asia; and

● Creation of region-wide advocacy campaigns on the electoral processes and tracking of

successes and milestones on the proposals on electoral reforms, whether policy or law,

which will be implemented in each of the countries.
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I. Program Description

Day 01: December 6, 2023

Master of Ceremony: Shivanee Thapa Basnyat

8:30 am- 9:00 am Registration

9:o0 am- 10:30 am Chair of the Opening Ceremony:

Honorable Chief Election Commissioner, Mr. Dinesh Kumar Thapaliya,

Election Commission, Nepal

National Anthem of Nepal

Welcome Remarks

Honorable Election Commissioner, Dr. Janaki Kumari Tuladhar

Election Commission, Nepal

Inauguration

Honorable Minister for Foreign Affairs, Hon. N.P. Saud

Opening Remarks

Mr. Rohana Hettiarachchi, ANFREL Chairperson

Keynote Speech

Dr. Shahabuddin Yaqoob (S.Y.) Quraishi

Former Chief Election Commissioner

Election Commission of India

Inaugural Remarks

Honorable Minister for Foreign Affairs, Hon. N.P. Saud

Closing of Inauguration Ceremony

Honorable Chief Election Commissioner, Mr. Dinesh Kumar Thapaliya,

Election Commission, Nepal

10:30 am- 10:45am Refreshment Break & Photo Session

10:45 am- 12:15pm PLENARY SESSION

Venue: Regal Hall

Chairperson/Moderator: Richard Klein, National

Democratic Institute, Director of Elections Programs,

Washington DC, USA

Sustainable Democracy through Electoral Reforms

After an election, the conversation often shifts towards improving the

electoral process through reform. In this session, the panelists will

explore the different electoral reform and advocacy strategies that can

be employed to address the shortcomings of elections and strengthen

the conduct of future elections.

Subtopic 1: Shortcomings in the Elections and the Need for Electoral

Reforms

Dr. Bishnu Raj Upreti, Senior Researcher, Nepal
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Subtopic 2: Advancing Research and Technical Work, and Building

Coalitions for Electoral Change

Ms. Agustyati Khoirunnisa, Executive Director, PERLUDEM,

Indonesia

Subtopic 3: Practical Approaches on How to Pursue Electoral Reforms

Atty. Ona Caritos, Executive Director, LENTE, Philippines

Subtopic 4: Electoral Reform Roadmap Tool to support EMBS and

Civil society

Tanja Hollstein, Head of Practice - Elections, Westminster

Foundation for Democracy (WFD), London, United Kingdom

12:15pm- 1:15pm Lunch and Preparation for Parallel Sessions

1:15 pm- 3:.00 pm Parallel Discussions 1 and 2:

1. Use of alternative voting mechanisms and technology in

increasing the political participation

Venue: Regal Hall 1

This session will delve into the use of alternative voting mechanisms,

including advance voting, electronic voting, internet voting, and mail-in

voting, as a means to increase voter participation and ensure the

transparency, credibility and accuracy of election results. The panelists

will present their experiences with implementing these systems and the

challenges and opportunities to determine ways on how to ensure free

and fair elections and sustainable democracy.

Chairperson/Moderator:

Meghan Nalbo, Country Director, The Asia Foundation,

Nepal

Sub-topic 1: Providing Alternative Voting Mechanisms in Increasing

Electoral Participation

Mr. Angel Averia, Jr., NAMFREL Chairperson, Philippines

Sub-topic 2: Use of advances in technology in Enhancing Voter

Education, Citizen Mobilization and Election Observation

Dr. Seung Kim, Advisor to Secretary General, Association of

World Election Bodies

Sub-topic 3: Lessons and Practices on the Use of Technology in

Elections

Dr. Krishna Prasad Paudel, IT Expert, Nepal

2. Advancing Democratic Participation: Inclusion of

Marginalized Communities in the Electoral Process in

Asia

Venue: Regal Hall 2

This session will focus on ways to ensure that marginalized

communities, including women, youth, ethnic minorities and persons

with disabilities, are able to fully participate in the electoral process.

The panelists will discuss the prevailing challenges, and provide
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strategies and measures to ensure that the marginalized communities

participate in the elections. The resource persons will also provide

short-term and medium term reforms which can be adopted by

respective countries.

Chairperson/Moderator: Lasanthi Daskon, Deputy Country

Director, IFES Bangladesh

Sub-topic 1: Capacitating Women & Youth in Formal Political

Processes

Ms. Elberel Davaa, Executive Director, Women for Social

Progress, Mongolia

Sub-topic 2: Promoting Human Rights through Effective Policy and

Practices on Disability Inclusion

Mr. Ooi Kok Hin , Executive Director, BERSIH, Malaysia

Sub-topic 3: Inclusive Elections: Lessons from Nepal

Dr. Bimala Rai Poudyal, Member of Parliament (National

Assembly)

Sub-topic 4: Strengthening Inclusive Election Processes (International

Experiences)

Mr. Antonio Spinelli, Senior Advisor, International IDEA,

A&P Office

3:00pm- 3:15pm Health and Refreshment Break

3:15 pm- 5:00 pm Parallel Discussions 3 and 4:

3. Online Media, Elections and Democracy

Venue: Regal Hall 1

The influence of social media, hate speech and artificial intelligence

(AI)generated content on public opinion is a rising concern, especially

when it comes to elections. The panelists will discuss how social media,

hate speech and AI-generated content are being used to sway elections

through tactics such as targeted ads, the spread of disinformation and

prevalence of influence operations. The session will also explore

potential solutions and approaches to overcome these challenges.

Chairperson/Moderator: Sairah Zaidi, Associate Director,

The Carter Center's Democracy Program

Sub-topic 1: Cumulative Impact of Disinformation and Influence

Operations in Elections

Mr. Rossine Fallorina, Disinformation Researcher,

Philippines

Sub-topic 2: EMBs and their Advocacy Efforts in Combating

Disinformation and on Building Sustainable Democracies

Ya-Fen, Hsu, Commissioner, Central Election Commission,

Taiwan

Sub-topic 3: Countering Misinformation, Disinformation and Hate

Speech during Election
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Mr. Kiran Chapagain, Researcher, Nepal

4. Environment and Elections

Venue: Regal Hall 2

The session will explore the intersection of climate change and

elections, with a focus on how political leaders and policymakers can

address the urgent need for climate action through electoral processes.

The panelists will discuss the role of political will, public opinion and

innovative policy solutions in shaping the outcome of elections and

advancing climate goals at both local and international levels.

Chairperson/Moderator:

Nadege Carine Domjie, Political and Electoral Affairs Officer

Electoral Assistance Division, UNEAD

Sub-topic 1: Electoral System, Process and its influence on the

Environment

Vasu Mohan, Country Director of Nepal, IFES Programs

Sub-topic 2: Emerging Challenges of Climate Change and its effect on

Electoral Participation

Ms. Asiath Rilweena, Executive Director, Transparency

Maldives

Sub-topic 3: Advancing Climate Change Goals in Elections

Dr. Gopal Krishna Shiwakoti, President, INHURED

International

5:10pm End of Program
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Day 02: December 7, 2023

8:45 am - 9:15 am Recap of Day 1 Plenary and Parallel Sessions

Venue: Regal Hall 2

Dr. Thanesh Bhusal, Under Secretary, Election Commission, Nepal

Dr. Bikal Shrestha, Executive Director, NEOC

9:30 am - 11:00 am Parallel Discussions 5 and 6:

5. Elections and Civic Space

Venue: Regal Hall 2

The shrinking of civic space is a troubling trend in many regions. The

panelists will examine the state of civic space and the various

restrictions imposed on freedom of speech and assembly in Asia, and

discuss potential solutions to safeguard and expand civic space in order

to promote the integrity of democratic elections.

Chairperson/Moderator:

Dr. Ka Lok Chan, Founding Member and Principal

Investigator, Hong Kong Election Observation Project

Sub-topic 1: Civic Space and Respect of Fundamental Freedom for

Democratic Elections

Dr. Bipin Adhikari, Professor of Law, Kathmandu

University, Nepal

Sub-topic 2: Expanding Civic Space and the Challenges experienced

during Elections

Sub-topic 3: Role of Election Observers and Monitors in Increasing the

Public Confidence and Credibility of Elections

Dr. Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu, Executive Director, Centre

for Policy Alternatives (CPA), Sri Lanka

6. Influence of Money in Elections

Venue: Durbar Hall

This session will focus on the issue of corruption in elections, which can

undermine the credibility and legitimacy of electoral outcomes. The

panelists will discuss the various forms and instances of corruption that

can take place pre, during and post elections.

Chairperson/Moderator:

Amanda Domingues, Senior Program Manager, National

Democratic Institute, Washington DC, USA

Subtopic 1: Campaign Finance and Fair Electoral Competition
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Dr. Ayodhi Prasad Yadav, Former Chief Election

Commissioner of Nepal

Subtopic 2: Cultural Norms and Vote Buying: Its impact to Election

Integrity

Hon. Ernesto Maceda, Jr. Commissioner, Commission on

Elections, Philippines

Subtopic 3: Abuse of State Resources in Elections

Tai Cheuk-yin, Former Politician and Researcher, Taiwan

11:00 am - 11:15 am Health and Refreshment Break

11:15 am- 12:00 pm Venue: Regal Hall 2

Discussion of the “Kathmandu Declaration to Strengthen

Democracy and Promote Electoral Integrity through Electoral

Reforms''

Each plenary/parallel session has a designated moderator and

rapporteur who will give a quick presentation of the discussions and

their outcomes. In the presentation, each group below is tasked to

thresh out the items listed in the draft Kathmandu Declaration and

draft an actual working plan on how to enforce the document in their

respective countries, sub-regionally, and on a regional level.

Presentation and Discussion: Mr. Ramesh Dhakal, Joint

Secretary, ECN and Ms. Brizza Rosales, ANFREL

GROUP 1: Sustainable Democracy through Electoral Reforms

Rapporteurs: Mr. Sivakumar Sathiyaraj (PAFFREL, Sri Lanka) and Ms.

Alexa Yadao (LENTE, Philippines)

GROUP 2: Use of alternative voting mechanisms and technology in

increasing the political participation

Rapporteurs: Mr. Kyaw Zin Htike (PACE, Myanmar) and Mr.

Muhammad Ihsan Maulana (PERLUDEM, Indonesia)

GROUP 3: Advancing Democratic Participation: Inclusion of

Marginalized Communities in the Electoral Process in Asia

Rapporteurs: Ms. Pratigya Bashyal (Nepal Policy Institute), and Mr.

Junior de Araujo (RHTO, Timor Leste)

GROUP 4: Online Media, Elections and Democracy

Rapporteurs: Mr. Thisara Anuruddha Bandara (CMEV, Sri Lanka) and

Mrs. Sakunthala Senarath (Transparency International, Sri Lanka)

GROUP 5: Environment and Elections

Rapporteurs: Ms. Alizza Laily (JPPR, Indonesia), Ayan Rahman Khan,

ANFREL) andMr. Chutcharin Chaidee (We Watch, Thailand)

GROUP 6: Elections and the Civic Space
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Rapporteurs: Ms. Iveel Batjil (WSP, Mongolia), Ms. Sara Naseem

(Transparency Maldives)

GROUP 7: How Money Politics shapes Governance

Rapporteurs: Mr. Mohd Asraf Sharafi Mohd Azhar (BERSIH, Malaysia)

and Mr. Jeffrey Falco (NAMFREL, Philippines)

12:00pm - 12:15pm Refreshment Break

12:15 pm - 12:30 pm Presentation of the AESF-VI Outcome: “Kathmandu Declaration to

Strengthen Democracy and Promote Electoral Integrity

through Electoral Reforms''

12:.30pm - 1:30pm Chair of the Closing Ceremony:

Honorable Election Commissioner, Ram Prasad Bhandari, Election

Commission, Nepal

Remarks on the Forum

Corazon Ignacio, Secretary-General, ANFREL

Official Commendation

Honorable Minister for Foreign Affairs, Hon. N.P. Saud

Vote of Thanks

Honorable Election Commissioner, Sagun Shumsher J.B. Rana,

Election Commission, Nepal

Closing Remarks

Honorable Election Commissioner, Ram Prasad Bhandari, Election

Commission, Nepal

Ceremonial Signing of Declaration

Mr. Tharindu Abeyrathna, Senior Program Officer, ANFREL

Ms. Rejina Bhattarai, Senior Program Officer, GEOC

1:30 pm onwards Lunch
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