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Summary

Between 13 and 26 November in Bangladesh, a series of significant political events

unfolded, including the announcement of the election schedule for the upcoming election,

reflecting the country's tense and dynamic political climate.

The period began with the police filing a case against two deceased BNP leaders for

violence on October 29.1 The Awami League (AL) asserted the continuation of arrests until

the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) halted its activities.2 In response to the political

crisis, leaders of Ganatantra Mancha (an alliance of six political parties - Jatiya Samajtantrik

Dal-JSD, Nagarik Oikya, Revolutionary Workers Party, Bhasani Anusari Parishad, Rashtra

Reform Movement and Ganosamhati Andolan) called on the Election Commission during a

rally to refrain from publishing the upcoming election schedule until the ongoing political

crisis surrounding the upcoming election is resolved.3

The State Minister for Foreign Affairs emphasised that the upcoming national election

would adhere to the Constitution, irrespective of ongoing challenges.4 Along that line, the

Election Commission announced the election schedule on November 15, which was met

with the announcement of nationwide strikes and blockades by BNP and its allies, as well

4 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/polls-constitution-3469091

3 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217571/ganatantra-mancha-urges-ec-not-to-announce-election-schedule; Note:
The Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (National Socialist Party) is split into two factions - the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal-JSD,
which supports the opposition, and the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal-Jasad, which supports the ruling party.

2 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217541/arrests-to-continue-until-bnp-ends-ambush-across-bangladesh-hasan
1 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217520/sanaullah-miah-among-two-dead-bnp-leaders-named-in-violence-case
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as enthusiasm from AL and its allies. However, concerns about human rights abuses before

and after the announcement of the election schedule were raised during Bangladesh’s UPR

session, leading to verbal abuse directed at Adilur Rahman Khan, a human rights defender

and Secretary of Odhikar, Bangladesh, during a related event.5

The US Assistant Secretary of State Donald Lu issued letters to major political parties,

calling for unconditional dialogue and emphasising the expectation of a free, fair, and

inclusive election.6 As tensions continued to rise, AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader

declared that the time for dialogue was over, further intensifying the political standoff.7

Protests, demonstrations, and opposing reactions to the US letters deepened the

polarisation between the major political parties. On the other hand, Russia saw the US

Ambassador to Bangladesh Peter Haas’ intervention as an “interference” with Bangladesh's

internal affairs, which the US labelled as a “deliberate mischaracterisation” of US

Ambassador Peter Haas’s meetings and the US’ foreign policy.8 The Chief Election

Commissioner eventually announced the election schedule, setting the polling day for

January 7, 2024.9

US Ambassador Peter Haas reiterated the US’ neutral stance, emphasising the need for

dialogue between political parties, which AL rejected.10 The EU expressed its desire for a

free and fair election in Bangladesh and will be sending a four-member observer team to

Bangladesh to observe the upcoming election, while the Commonwealth will be sending a

Pre-Election Assessment Mission (PEAM) on a five-day visit.11

11 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217784/eu-wants-free-fair-polls-in-bangladesh;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/commonwealth-pre-election-assessment-mission-arrive
-nov-18-3471856

10 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217783/us-again-calls-for-dialogue-over-bangladesh-election-al-rejects
9 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/next-natl-election-jan-7-3470736

8

https://www.newagebd.net/article/218497/us-envoy-meets-with-leaders-in-dhaka-to-discuss-plans-for-anti-govt-protes
t-russia;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/218616/us-accuses-russia-of-wrong-portrayal-of-policy-haas-over-bangladesh

7 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/time-dialogue-over-quader-3470216
6 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/slshb17qh6

5 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217600/un-members-urge-govt-to-ensure-voting-rights;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/217624/ai-slams-verbal-attack-on-bangladesh-rights-defender-adilur-at-un-event
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Protests and strikes persisted, with BNP and allies announcing multiple nationwide strikes.

The Election Commission faced challenges, including accusations of Electoral Code

violations and criticism from various quarters.12 Arrests of political leaders and activists,

legal proceedings, and growing international scrutiny characterised this period, creating a

highly charged and complex political environment in the lead-up to the scheduled election.

The interconnectedness of arrests, diplomatic interventions, and electoral preparations

shaped the narrative of Bangladesh's evolving political landscape during this two-week

period.

16 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217602/bnp-alleges-arrest-tops-11000-in-three-weeks

15 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/9ayv6ffjha;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/countrywide-blockade/news/jamaat-follow-bnps-footsteps-callin
g-new-blockade-3468861

14 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217541/arrests-to-continue-until-bnp-ends-ambush-across-bangladesh-hasan
13 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217520/sanaullah-miah-among-two-dead-bnp-leaders-named-in-violence-case

12

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/electoral-code-conduct-violations-abound-bangabandhu-
avenue-3473846
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November 13

The Police filed a case against two BNP leaders regarding the violence on October 29 in

Rampura, Dhaka. The two individuals are deceased and have been so since before October 29.13

AL Joint General Secretary and Information and Broadcasting Minister Hasan Mahmud had

said that the arrests will continue until BNP ends its “ambush” across Bangladesh.14

Amar Bangladesh Party (AB Party) held a token hunger strike in solidarity with the nationwide

blockade.

BNP and its allies announced their fifth 48-hour nationwide blockade, starting from November

15.15

According to BNP, over 11,000 BNP leaders and activists have been arrested in nationwide

raids by the Police and Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) in the span of three weeks.16
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21 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/slshb17qh6; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/mnim9t8p0q

20 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217600/un-members-urge-govt-to-ensure-voting-rights;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/217624/ai-slams-verbal-attack-on-bangladesh-rights-defender-adilur-at-un-event;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/217596/90pc-countries-in-un-laud-hr-progress-in-bangladesh-law-minister

19

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/national-polls-29-local-observers-get-ec-green-signal-3
469176

18 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/polls-constitution-3469091
17 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217571/ganatantra-mancha-urges-ec-not-to-announce-election-schedule

Leaders of Ganatantra Mancha called on the Election Commission during a rally to refrain from

publishing the upcoming election schedule until the ongoing political crisis is resolved.17

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam stated that the upcoming national election

will be held as per the Constitution of Bangladesh, irrespective of "who's doing what."18

The Election Commission announced the eligibility of 29 more local observers to observe the

upcoming election, including two organisations which were criticised while observing the

previous national election.19

A number of UN Member States called upon the Bangladesh government during Bangladesh’s

UPR session to ensure people’s voting rights, to investigate human rights abuses, to uphold the

independence of the judiciary and more. During a UPR side event co-organised by Amnesty

International and other human rights groups, Bangladeshi rights activist Adilur Rahman Khan

and other panellists were verbally abused by pro-government individuals for allegedly lying

about Bangladesh’s human rights situation. Amnesty International had later condemned the

verbal attack on the panellists by the pro-government individuals. Meanwhile, Law Minister

Anisul Haq had said that 90 percent out of 111 countries praised the government’s efforts in

protecting human rights.20

The US Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs Donald Lu

issued three letters to three major political parties (Jatiya Party, AL and BNP), calling for an

unconditional dialogue between the parties, the US’ expectation of a free, fair and inclusive

election, and reminding the parties of the US’ visa policy on Bangladesh. With regards to the

letters, US Ambassador Peter Haas requested a meeting with the senior leaders of the three

major parties, to clarify the US’ stance with regard to the upcoming election.21

International Human Rights Commission Bangladesh Chapter President MA Hashem Raju filed

a petition against seven people including Mujibul Haque Chowdhury for threatening to beat up
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November 14

Rashed Khan Menon, a leader of the AL-led 14-Party Alliance, had said that if BNP wishes for

an unconditional dialogue, then they must withdraw their one-point demand calling for the

government’s resignation and cease their ongoing violence.24

Jatiya Party chairman GM Quader had said that there is a possibility for sanctions from the

West if the elections were to be held in an environment that is not conducive to holding one.25

Kamal Hossain, Emeritus President of Gano Forum, called for a dialogue among the electoral

stakeholders to ensure a free, fair and inclusive election. Once this has been done, his party will

consider joining the upcoming election.26

10 BNP leaders and activists were sent to prison for detonating a crude bomb in Dhaka’s

Banani area in September 2018.27

Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen had said that they do not have a problem with holding

dialogues, but questions remain as to who they will sit for dialogues with.28

28 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217707/dialogue-with-whom-momen-asks
27 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/k03puxltr7
26 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217648/dr-kamal-demands-national-dialogue
25 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217705/sanctions-may-come-if-elections-held-in-this-situation-jp
24 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/h6gfu7mneo
23 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/bnps-oct-28-rally-13386-arrested-613-cases-3469206

22 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217545/case-filed-over-al-leaders-threat-to-beat-up-us-envoy-peter-haas;
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/s8lanbg9f0

US Ambassador Peter Haas. Mujibul Haque Chowdhury had made this threat on November 6.

The petition was later dismissed by the court.22

Bangladesh Jatiotabadi Ainjibi Forum (BJAF), a body of pro-BNP lawyers, alleged that a total of

13,386 opposition leaders and activists were arrested in 613 cases centring on BNP's October

28 rally.23
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The PM’s Principal Secretary M. Tofazzel Hossain Miah told a European Union delegation that

the government is providing all-out support so that the upcoming election is free and fair, and

can be held in a peaceful manner.29

The Election Commission will invite election management bodies from 42 countries to observe

the upcoming election. It will also invite the Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic

Cooperation (OIC).30

Election Commission Secretary Jahangir Alam had said that the letters sent to the three

political parties by the US will not have an impact on the announcement of the election

schedule.31

Three UN Special Rapporteurs had expressed their concern regarding the human rights

situation in Bangladesh, and urged the government to stop its crackdown on workers

demanding fair wages, and on political activists calling for free and fair elections as well as

journalists.32

Attorney General AM Amin Uddin had said that the Election Commission, as per the

Constitution, must declare the schedule for the upcoming election, and that there is no relation

between holding dialogues and the announcement of the election schedule.33

Women’s rights activists urged the political parties to include the safety and security of women

by stopping violence against women before, during and after the election, in their election

manifestos.34

34 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217649/political-parties-urged-to-include-women-safety-in-election-manifestos

33

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/polls-schedule-declaration-has-no-connection-dialogue
s-attorney-general-3469921

32 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/sjlcma8ynm;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/217719/un-experts-urge-bangladesh-to-seize-upr-as-opportunity-to-renew-commitm
ent-to-rights;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/national-election-3-un-officials-voice-worry-over-rights-situation-3
470771

31

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/uss-letter-political-parties-wont-impact-polls-schedule-a
nnouncement-3469491

30 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/ec-invite-42-countries-3470016

29

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/govt-extending-all-out-support-free-fair-polls-pmo-tells
-eu-delegation-3469761
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November 15

Jatiya Party grassroots leaders expressed their reluctance to participate in the upcoming

election. Instead, they showed interest in collaborating with BNP.35

A video of a public speech by Faridul Alam, Senior Vice-President of AL Maheshkhali Upazila

unit in Cox’s Bazar where he had threatened to kill US Ambassador Peter Haas went viral.36

The Left Democratic Alliance (LDA) announced a countrywide strike on November 16 in

protest against the announcement of the schedule for the upcoming election.37

Jatiya Party Secretary General Mujibul Haque Chunnu said that he is still hopeful for a political

consensus even though the schedule for the upcoming election has already been announced.38

Around 125 BNP leaders will join the upcoming election as independent candidates under a

platform called Swatantra Ganatantra Mancha (Independent Democratic Platform). Moreover,

2 BNP central leaders have also been expelled from the Party after announcing their intention

to join the upcoming election as independent candidates under Swatantra Ganatantra

Mancha.39

Leaders and supporters of AL are openly displaying firearms to intimidate the opposition

during processions and other political events, which goes against the Firearms Licence

Issuance, Renewal and Use Policy 2016.40

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader had said that the time for dialogues is over, following a

meeting with the US Ambassador Peter Haas.41

Various opposition political parties brought out processions and demonstrations and

announced programs while rejecting the schedule for the upcoming election following its

announcement.42

42 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217781/hartal-demo-called-protesting-at-bangladesh-poll-schedule
41 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/time-dialogue-over-quader-3470216
40 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/6cvlz80zv2

39 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217759/125-bnp-leaders-to-join-next-bangladesh-general-election-independently;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/217743/2-bnp-central-leaders-fired-after-announcing-to-join-polls

38 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217774/still-hopeful-about-political-consensus-jp-secy-gen
37 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217750/lda-calls-hartal-across-bangladesh-for-thursday
36 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/00t4gunzvc
35 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/ly6tc2hfwo
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The Police had stopped the Islami Andolan Bangladesh’s (IAB) march towards the Election

Commission headquarters in protest against the announcement of the schedule for the

upcoming election before resolving the current political crises.43

Three people had been detained from in front of BNP’s Nayapaltan office in Dhaka for chanting

slogans in support of the ongoing nationwide blockade.44

AL rejected the US’ letter sent by the US Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of South

and Central Asian Affairs Donald Lu, calling for a dialogue without any preconditions. BNP on

the other hand accepted the letter, but raised a question whether the atmosphere is conducive

enough for a dialogue when multiple BNP leaders are behind bars.45

The Chief Election Commissioner had announced the polls schedule, with the polling day set

for 7 January, 2024. He had also said that it is possible to bridge the political differences

through dialogues, and asked the parties to find a solution. While AL and their allies welcomed

the announcement, BNP and other opposition parties rejected the schedule.46

US Ambassador Peter Haas has reiterated that the US’ position is neutral and it does not favour

any particular political party in Bangladesh, following a meeting with the AL General Secretary

Obaidul Quader. He had also reiterated the need for a dialogue between the political parties,

which the AL rejected. Furthermore, he expressed his concern regarding the “violent political

rhetoric that has been directed against people in the US embassy.”47

The EU conveyed to the government that they wish to see a free and fair election in

Bangladesh.48

48 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217784/eu-wants-free-fair-polls-in-bangladesh

47 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/us-position-neutral-peter-haas-3470231;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/217783/us-again-calls-for-dialogue-over-bangladesh-election-al-rejects;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/217747/haas-concerned-over-violent-political-rhetoric-against-us-embassy-people-i
n-bangladesh;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/repeatedly-raised-concerns-threatening-rhetoric-us-e
mbassy-3470881

46 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/next-natl-election-jan-7-3470736;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/217781/hartal-demo-called-protesting-at-bangladesh-poll-schedule;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/al-welcomes-schedule-bnp-allies-reject-3470741;
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/yusqggp831

45

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/us-letter-political-parties-al-rejects-dialogue-bnp-open-talk
s-3470991; https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/bnp-replies-donald-lus-letter-3470831

44 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217727/police-detain-three-from-in-front-of-bnp-central-office-in-dhaka
43 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217734/police-stop-iab-march-towards-ec-at-shantinagar
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A total of 110 countries put forth 310 recommendations during Bangladesh’s UPR session for

Bangladesh to address in order to improve its human rights situation.49

Harun Or Rashid, Additional Commissioner (Detective Branch) of Dhaka Metropolitan Police

had said that intelligence surveillance has been increased across Dhaka ahead of the upcoming

election.50

November 16

BNP and its allies announced a 48-hour nationwide strike from November 19.51

An alliance of six Islamist parties decided not to participate in the upcoming election under the

current ruling party-led government.52

Trinamool BNP, a breakaway BNP offshoot, had said that they will field candidates for 300

seats in the upcoming election.53

The Election Commission had said that election candidates will be allowed to spend a

maximum of Tk. 2,500,000 for electioneering. Moreover, nobody will be allowed to campaign

till December 18 since the Commission will allocate the electoral symbols on that day.54

The Election Commission directed all Returning Officers to prepare the panel of Presiding

Officers, Assistant Presiding Officers and Polling Officers by November 22.55

The Commonwealth’s PEAM will be arriving on November 18, while a four-member EU

55

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/ec-directs-ros-prepare-list-polls-officials-nov-22-347242
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54

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/polls-campaign-candidate-cant-spend-more-tk-25-lakh-
3471636;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/no-one-can-campaign-polls-till-dec-18-ec-3471396

53 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217825/trinamool-bnp-announces-to-field-candidates-for-300-seats
52 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/wont-join-polls-under-hasina-led-government-3471671

51 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217824/bnp-allies-call-48hr-strike-from-sunday;
https://www.thedailystar.net/top-news/news/gono-odhikar-parishad-calls-48-hour-hartal-sunday-3471236

50

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/election-schedule-intel-surveillance-beefed-dhaka-3470
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49 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217823/301-recommendations-for-bangladeshs-rights-situation-improvement
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observer team will arrive soon to observe the upcoming election.56

Human Rights Watch, in a statement, accused the Police of administering custodial torture.57

November 17

Out of 44 registered political parties, 17 rejected the polls schedule and 15 welcomed it.

Meanwhile, 12 parties are yet to make their stance known.58

Hafez Saidul Islam, an IAB activist, was picked up by a group of masked individuals and then

beaten with iron rods and hammers, and stabbed with knives. In Natore.59

Leaders of the Communist Party of Bangladesh, during a rally in Dhaka, rejected the schedule

for the upcoming elections and called on the opposition parties to continue their processions

and rallies.60

AL rejected US Assistant Secretary at the Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs Donald Lu’s

letter calling for a dialogue without precondition, citing a shortage of time for holding a

dialogue.61

November 18

A BNP leader was hacked to death by a group of masked individuals in Naogaon. Meanwhile,

around 15 crude bombs were thrown at BNP Standing Committee member and ex-minister

Tariqul Islam’s house in Jashore.62

AL has decided to participate in the upcoming election as an alliance in some constituencies

and individually in others.63

63 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218063/al-allies-to-join-polls-in-alliance

62 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218068/another-bnp-leader-killed-by-masked-attackers-in-naogaon;
https://www.newagebd.net/article/218126/ex-minister-tariquls-house-comes-under-bomb-attack

61 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217918/bangladesh-ruling-party-rules-out-us-proposal-for-talks-ahead-of-polls
60 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217970/cpb-rejects-unilateral-election-schedule
59 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217990/masked-people-pick-hammer-iab-activist-at-natore
58 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/5oeur0xp09
57 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217836/hrw-accuses-bangladesh-police-of-administering-custodial-torture

56

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/commonwealth-pre-election-assessment-mission-arrive
-nov-18-3471856
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Four political parties informed the Election Commission that they wish to participate in the

upcoming election by joining with AL.64

Jatiya Party Secretary General Mujibul Haque Chunnu had said that they will decide soon

whether they will join the upcoming election or not.65

The Election Commission decided to have an Electoral Enquiry Committee in every

constituency to ensure proper enforcement of the Electoral Code and prevent irregularities.66

November 19

BNP and its allies held multiple anti-government processions and rallies throughout the

country.67

Jatiya Party Chief Patron Raushan Ershad urged President Mohammad Shahbuddin to

reschedule the upcoming election and arrange a dialogue between the political parties.

However, Jatiya Party will also start selling nomination papers from November 20.68

The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court upheld the High Court Division’s verdict

regarding the cancellation of Jamaat-e-Islami’s registration with the Election Commission.69

Violations of the Electoral Code of Conduct ran rampant as candidates and their supporters

flocked to the AL’s central office. The Code says that the political parties and candidates are not

allowed to organise rallies, processions, or any other canvassing activities without the

permission of District Magistrates, Police Commissioners, or authorised officials.70

70

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/electoral-code-conduct-violations-abound-bangabandhu-
avenue-3473846

69 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218074/sc-upholds-hc-verdict-cancelling-jamaat-registration

68 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218093/raushan-seeks-new-election-schedule-dialogue;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/jatiya-party-sell-nomination-forms-tomorrow-3473651

67 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218094/bnp-allies-hold-rallies-to-mark-hartal-at-places-in-dhaka

66

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/polls-code-ec-police-violations-every-constituency-3472
271

65 https://www.newagebd.net/article/217998/jp-to-decide-on-joining-or-boycotting-elections-soon-chunnu
64 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/4-parties-want-take-part-polls-boat-3472686
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AL-backed student organisation Bangladesh Chhatra League will form a 20-member team for

each polling centre across the country, to increase the voter turnout at the stations and “resist"

those who'll try to "destroy the festivity of polls”.71

The Detective Branch of Police (DB) had said that they arrested six activists of BNP and its

affiliated bodies for their alleged involvement in the violence on October 28.72

BNP Vice Chairman Shamsuzzaman Dudu was shown as an arrestee in a case filed for

snatching a Police weapon and vandalising the Muktijuddha Museum of Razarbagh Police Lines

during a clash with law enforcers on October 28.73

AB Party held a protest rally in Dhaka denouncing the election schedule, while also calling for

an end to AL’s ‘peace rallies’ and political intimidation.74

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam said that no one will be able to obstruct the

upcoming election, as the people of Bangladesh are enthusiastic with regards to the upcoming

election after the polls schedule was announced.75

Three technocrat ministers, who were made ministers under the technocrat quota, had

resigned from the cabinet to make the election-time cabinet smaller. One such technocrat

minister had said that they were asked to resign ahead of the 2018 election, and that they were

going to do the same this time as well.76

The Foreign Minister had said that Bangladesh is committed to ensuring the security of

diplomats as per the Vienna Convention, however, nothing can be done to refrain someone

from making statements as “Bangladesh believes in free [sic] of speech and freedom of media”.

76 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218147/technocrat-ministers-resign-from-cabinet;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/polls-time-govt-all-three-technocrat-ministers-step-down-347384
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75 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218089/bangladesh-in-election-mood-shahriar
74 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/bpvh9s6eyg

73

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/bnp-leader-shamsuzzaman-dudu-shown-arrested-v
andalism-case-3473451

72 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/oct-28-violence-6-bnp-men-held-3473916

71

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/840-lakh-bcl-members-42000-polling-centres-3474086
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He had also said that the US may slap Bangladesh with sanctions, but Bangladesh will continue

along its course as usual.77

Election Commissioner Md Alamgir had said that the Election Commission will ensure a level

playing-field for all the candidates of the upcoming election.78

The Commonwealth PEAM held a meeting with the Election Commission to discuss the

Election Commission’s preparations regarding the upcoming election.79

November 20

At least 247 political leaders and activists were handed jail terms by different courts

throughout the country between July 29 and November 20. 184 of them were slapped with jail

terms since the announcement of the election schedule on November 15. Some of them were

possible candidates for the upcoming election.80

BNP and its allies announced a 48-hour hartal from November 22.81

Jatiya Party Secretary General Mujibul Haque Chunnu had said that they had not yet taken a

decision regarding participating in the upcoming election, even though they had started selling

nomination papers. A total of 557 aspirants collected Jatiya Party nomination papers on the

first day.82

The court deferred BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir’s hearing to November

22. The hearing was initially fixed for November 20.83

1,700 BNP activists have been arrested so far since the announcement of the election schedule

on November 15, according to BNP.84

84 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218145/1700-arrested-since-election-schedule
83 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218159/dhaka-court-defers-fakhruls-bail-hearing-till-november-22

82 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218170/jp-not-sure-about-participating-in-elections-yet-chunnu;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/557-jp-aspirants-buy-nomination-forms-first-day-34745
26

81 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218171/bnp-announces-fresh-48-hour-blockade-from-wednesday;
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/2c48aplvbo

80 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218225/conviction-of-bnp-leaders-spikes-ahead-of-election
79 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218078/commonwealth-pre-poll-team-holds-meeting-with-ec
78 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/ec-ensure-level-playing-field-all-candidates-3473866

77 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218088/bangladesh-ensures-diplomats-security-fm;
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/government/bj0a72xdpk
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Bangladesh courts have convicted over 139 opposition senior leaders and activists in the past

two days.85

5 BNP members were sentenced to 10 years in prison over an arson attack in 2013. Meanwhile,

14 BNP members were sentenced to 18 months in prison for assaulting policemen in 2015.

Moreover, 62 BNP members were sentenced to 42 months in prison for assaulting policemen in

2018. BNP leader Shajedul Islam Sumon was also awarded a jail sentence along with seven

others over a case filed in 2013, even though he is a victim of enforced disappearance and has

been missing since his abduction by Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) members on December 4,

2013.86

Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen said that they had already held a discussion with India with

regards to the upcoming election in Bangladesh.87

The Election Commission asked the Ministry of Public Administration to take steps to appoint

executive magistrates to all constituencies by January 4 to enforce the electoral code of

conduct.88

Election Commissioner Rashida Sultana had said that the Election Commission will consider

rescheduling the upcoming election if BNP and other parties join the upcoming election.89

UN Secretary-General’s Spokesperson Stéphane Dujarric said that the UN will continue to call

on all stakeholders, the government and the political parties in Bangladesh to do everything

possible to promote a peaceful, inclusive, and credible election.90

90 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/prfgn1um03

89

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/ec-will-consider-rescheduling-polls-if-bnp-other-parties-j
oin-3474266

88 https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/appoint-magistrates-all-constituencies-jan-4-3474691
87 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/government/uj8joic1sk

86
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85 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218179/bangladesh-courts-convict-139-opposition-leaders-activists
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The International Republican Institute (IRI) and the National Democratic Institute (NDI) have

informed the Election Commission that they will send five technical experts to Bangladesh to

implement a limited assessment of the electoral violence conditions before, during and after

the election day.91

47 citizens submitted a joint statement protesting the schedule for the upcoming election and

calling it one-sided.92

The Bangladesh Hindu-Buddhist-Christian Oikya Parishad demanded the ensurance of the

safety of minorities before and after the upcoming election.93

November 21

Unidentified individuals threw crude bombs at BNP Standing Committee member Mirza Abbas’

house. Unidentified individuals also threw crude bombs at former Mayor of Sylhet City and

BNP Chairperson's Advisor Ariful Haque Choudhury's house at Kumarpara, Dhaka.94

Trinamool BNP and Ganatantrik Forum formed an alliance ahead of the upcoming election.95

AL sold a total of 3,362 nomination forms in four days, with its selling of forms ending today.96

RAB members arrested BNP Vice Chairman and BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia’s Advisor Md

Habibur Rahman Habib fromMirpur DOHS, Dhaka in connection with a case filed for contempt

of court. They also arrested Ataur Rahman Dhali, another Advisor to the Chairperson, over

vandalism and arson from Basila, Dhaka. Including them, at least 475 BNP leaders and activists

were arrested in just 24 hours, taking the total figure to 14,675 arrests in about a month.97

BNP's Savar Thana unit President Saiful Islam alias Saifuddin was arrested by the police from

97 https://www.newagebd.net/article/218240/rab-arrests-bnp-chairpersons-advisor-habibur-rahman;
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Mohammadpur, Dhaka.98

The Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal-Jasad sold 391 nomination forms between November 18 and

November 21.99

A Dhaka court framed charges against 149 leaders and activists of Jamaat-e-Islami and its

student wing Chhatra Shibir in a case filed over assaulting policemen in September 2011.100

The Election Commission instructed ministries, departments and organisations to suspend the

initiation of new projects or programmes including reliefs and grants, for all constituencies,

ahead of the upcoming election.101

Several senior government officials proposed shutting down Facebook on the day of the

election to “prevent the spread of false propaganda.” The discussion took place during an

inter-ministerial meeting at the Election Commission building on November 1.102

Bangladesh slammed the comments made by the three UN Special Rapporteurs regarding

Bangladesh’s human rights situation, saying that the Special Rapporteurs were “influenced by a

desire to malign the government with false and fabricated information on the human rights

situation of the country”.103

US State Department Spokesperson Matthew Miller had reiterated that the US wants to see a

free and peaceful election in Bangladesh.104

BJAF demanded the removal of trial jurisdictions of the courts that sentenced opposition

leaders and activists who have died or become victims of enforced disappearance, in false

cases, and to rescind their judgments.105

Anti-Corruption Commission Chairman Mohammad Moinuddin Abdullah said that the
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Commission does not want to see corrupt people come to power through the upcoming

election.106

November 22

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader said that AL would not object if the election schedule for

the upcoming election was changed, while still maintaining the time frame given in the

Constitution of Bangladesh.107

20 BNP leaders and activists were given different jail terms in two cases filed for committing

violence in Dhaka in 2013.108

BNP's Commerce Affairs Secretary Salahuddin Ahmed was given bail in three cases a day after

he was moved to the ICU at Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University.109

The houses of BNP leaders and activists who are active in the party’s ongoing movement are

being attacked, vandalised and even looted.110

The High Court sentenced Habibur Rahman Habib, BNP Vice Chairman and BNP Chairperson

Khaleda Zia’s Advisor, to five months in prison for contempt of court.111

The Dhaka Metropolitan Sessions Judge Court rejected BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul

Islam Alamgir’s bail petition.112

Jatiya Party announced that they will join the upcoming election as they “heard that the

election will be free and fair.” They have also sold a total of 1,510 nomination forms in the last

three days.113
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Ganatantra Mancha leaders, during a protest rally in Dhaka, had said that people of the country

would not accept a unilateral election.114

A new political alliance with two other political parties, called Juktafront, was announced. This

alliance will also take part in the upcoming election.115

Rumeen Farhana, BNP Co-Secretary of International Affairs, held a meeting with two officials

from the US Embassy.116

141 retired government officials issued a statement calling for the cancellation of the election

schedule and the release of opposition leaders and activists.117

The Election Commission invited 34 member countries of SAARC, Organisation of Islamic

Cooperation, the Association of World Election Bodies and Forum of the Election Management

Bodies of South Asia to observe the upcoming election in Bangladesh.118

A total of 25 foreigners have so far applied to the Election Commission to observe the

upcoming election. Of the 25 individuals, 11 are from Uganda and are involved with African

Electoral Alliance (AEA).119

The Election Commission warned Rajshahi-1 AL lawmaker Omor Faruk Chowdhury for

violating the electoral code of conduct on November 18.120

November 23

BNP alleged that a DB team took Tk.100,000 for not arresting an ailing BNP leader during a

raid in his house. The police, however, denied the allegation.121
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AL held a parliamentary nomination board meeting ahead of the upcoming election.122

BNP and its allies announced their 7th 48-hour nationwide blockade from November 26.123

Abdul Matin, a BNP activist and a member of Bishalpur Union BNP, was found dead in a

mustard field in Sherpur, Bogura after he fled his home to avoid being arrested following a

recent police case.124

A Dhaka court granted ad-interim bail to BNP Vice Chairmans Zainul Abedin and Nitai Roy

Chowdhury, and BNP Joint Secretary General AMMahbub Uddin Khokon. Meanwhile, a total of

199 BNP leaders and activists were sentenced to different imprisonment terms in four cases

filed with four Police Stations in Dhaka on charges of violence during political programmes.125

Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan said that a significant number of BNP leaders showed

interest in joining the upcoming election, and that some of them wish to contest as

independent candidates.126

Election Commissioner Anisur Rahman had said that the Election Commission can consider

deferring the date of the upcoming election if "one party" decides to participate in the

upcoming polls.127

Maria Zakharova, a spokeswoman of Russia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said that at the end of

October US Ambassador Peter Haas “had met with a member of the local opposition party to

discuss plans for organising anti-government rallies”, and that he had grossly interfered with

Bangladesh’s internal affairs.128
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586 eminent citizens have warned that a one-sided election will push the country towards

conflict.129

November 24

The Foreign Minister had said that he hopes the US will support the Bangladeshi government

after the upcoming elections.130

Leaders of the Communist Party of Bangladesh said that the country was moving towards yet

another “farcical one-sided national election” and that their party will not participate in it.

Meanwhile, IAB ‘Amir’ Mufti Syed Muhammad Rezaul Karim said that the party would not step

into the AL government’s election ‘trap’.131

The Bangladesh Sammilito Peshajibi Parishad (BSPP) organised a rally demanding that the

indiscriminate arrests and repression of professionals be halted, all political prisoners

including professionals be released, the schedule for a one-sided election be cancelled and an

inclusive election is held under a non-partisan government.132

Three hundred and eighty-five retired government officials said in a statement that the

comments made by 141 retired government officials on November 22, calling for the

cancellation of the election schedule and the release of opposition leaders and activists, are not

objective.133

Election Commissioner Rashida Sultana had expressed her confidence in the field-level

administrations' readiness to conduct the upcoming national election.134

Election Commissioner Anisur Rahman had said that the Commission had written to the

Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission (BTRC) and had asked them not to
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shut down the network on the day of the national election.135

November 25

BNP had alleged that the law enforcement agencies are harassing the family members of BNP

leaders and activists after failing to arrest said leaders and activists.136

Bangladesh Oikya Party, a new political party, sent an open letter to BNP and AL and told them

to “save the country” after reaching a mutual understanding regarding the election-time

government.137

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal-JSD announced that they will not participate in the upcoming election.

Meanwhile, Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal-Jasad finalised their list of candidates who will contest in

the upcoming election.138

Jatiya Party Chairman GM Quader, and Jatiya Party Chief Patron Raushan Ershad have sought

the appointment of the PM separately, highlighting the sharp division within the party ahead of

the upcoming election. Meanwhile, Jatiya Party Secretary General Mujibul Haque Chunnu said

that they had been working so that the voters can exercise their rights in the upcoming

election.139

After much deliberation, Bangladesh Khelafat Andolon announced their participation in the

upcoming election. The party, however, made a few demands including the release of ‘alems’

and ‘ulemas’ (religious leaders) ahead of the election.140

A section of Gano Forum and the Bangladesh People’s Party have declared that they will

boycott the upcoming parliamentary election.141
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Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen had told the Indian media during his visit to New Delhi

for a Foreign Secretary-level meeting that, if any country interfered with Bangladesh’s

domestic affairs, then Bangladesh would try to remain engaged with them and have them

understand that they had no reason to doubt Bangladesh’s intentions.142

The Election Commission formed the ‘Electoral Inquiry Committee’, comprising judicial officers

in all 300 constituencies to locate pre-poll irregularities.143

The US accused Russia of “deliberate mischaracterisation” of US Ambassador Peter Haas’s

meetings and the US’ foreign policy. They also said that they neither support any political party

in Bangladesh nor do they favour one political party over another. BNP had also criticised

Russian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Maria Zakharova’s statement to that extent.

Meanwhile, Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen had described the comments made by the US

and Russia as "unwarranted".144

Multiple rights organisations held various programmes while observing the International Day

for the Elimination of Violence against Women, and called for the ensurement of the protection

of women during the upcoming.145

November 26

AL announced their list of party candidates who will contest in the upcoming election.146

Jatiya Party Secretary General Md Mujibul Haque Chunnu said that they were hopeful about

having a free and fair election, and also hoped that the Election Commission keeps their word

with regards to making the upcoming election participatory.147

BNP is rethinking their political strategies and is planning on announcing a new programme

instead of the ongoing strikes and blockade, following the end of the filling of nomination
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papers for the upcoming election on November 30.148

Bangladesh Sangskritik Muktijote urged the Election Commission to extend the nomination

paper submission deadline by seven days, marking the first time a registered political party

had ever asked the Election Commission to extend the deadline for the submission of

nomination papers.149

AB Party held a gathering in Dhaka where they had said that a rigged election like the ones in

2014 and 2018 cannot be allowed in 2024. The Party has also said that depriving the nation of

the right to vote is a gross violation of the people’s civic and political rights.150

Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen had said that India has confidence in Bangladesh's

commitment to hold the upcoming election in a free, fair and peaceful manner.151

Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Habibul Awal said that the election schedule can be

rescheduled if BNP decides to join the upcoming election, but that does not mean that the

polling date will be deferred.152

Transparency International Bangladesh had said that “any potential for a truly free and

inclusive election had been lost, as discernible from indicators available both prior to and

following the announcement of the 12th parliamentary election schedule.”153
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