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Summary
Between the 2nd and 15th of October, several significant developments occurred in
Bangladesh's political landscape. Multiple political parties including Jamaat-e-Islami,
demanded that the upcoming elections be held under a neutral caretaker government. This
demand led to discussions and debates about the election's fairness and legitimacy. On the
other hand, various smaller Islamist parties including the Bangladesh Supreme Party,
Bangladesh Islami Oikya Jote, Krishak Sramik Party, Aashigeen-e-Awlia Oikya Parishad,
Bangladesh Janodal and National Awami Party (NAP Bhashani) formed a coalition to
emerge as the "third force" in the elections due to the absence of major opposition parties;
while some parties with the backing of the ruling party integrated into what were called

"King's Parties' to secure votes.!

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) organised a road march and other processions
demanding the release of its leader Khaleda Zia as well as allowing her to go abroad for
better treatment as she requires a liver transplant, and an election under a neutral
caretaker government. Clashes occurred between different political groups during the road
march which led to casualties. The Awami League (AL) had also organised multiple
processions in the form of ‘peace and development’ rallies, and had also called for more
throughout the month of October. Several opposition political leaders and activists have

also been arrested under ‘fictitious’ cases and old ‘sabotage’ cases.?
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International organisations, delegations and diplomats expressed concerns about the
upcoming election's long-term stability and fairness, while the United Nations
Secretary-General voiced concerns about human rights in Bangladesh. A pre-election
assessment team from the United States had also come to Bangladesh to engage with
various political parties and assess the situation regarding the upcoming election; the
result of which was them recommending a dialogue between AL and BNP. The Chief
Election Commissioner’s remarks regarding the legitimacy of the upcoming election had
also sparked concern amongst international groups due to his contradictory remarks
regarding what will make the upcoming election successful, while the Prime Minister (PM)
and ruling-party leaders continue to reiterate that the upcoming election will be free, fair

and democratic.?
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Acting ‘Amir’ of Jamaat-e-Islami Mujibur Rahman has stated that the upcoming polls should be
held under a neutral caretaker government, and that Jamaat-e-Islami will not participate in any

election if it is held under a partisan government.*

The Law Minister had said that the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia cannot be sent abroad for better treatment as it will violate Section 401 of the
Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC). However, BNP’s Law Secretary had stated that under Section
401 of the CrPC, the court can easily give an Executive Order to allow Khaleda Zia to go abroad

for better treatment and suspend her jail sentence.®
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October 3

A new youth alliance was formed to resist the Awami League (AL) rule in Bangladesh, named
Juba Ganatantra Mancha. President of the Nagarik Juba Oikya, Sammo Shah set outa 10-point
demand, which includes the immediate resignation of the PM, during a press conference

regarding this new alliance.®

Certain smaller Islamist parties are forming an alliance to emerge as the “third force” during
the upcoming elections, due to the absence of the opposition party BNP and other major

Islamist parties from the upcoming elections.”

‘King’s Parties’ have gained traction in the political landscape ahead of the upcoming elections.
Breakaway BNP leaders and Islamic parties, with backing from the ruling party, are being
strategically integrated into these King’s Parties to realise AL's strive to achieve a 40-50% vote

turnover during the upcoming elections.?

Local AL leaders and activists attacked the house of Chairman Nurul Amin, Joint Convener of
Chattogram North District BNP, in Mirsarai, Chattogram last Friday afternoon. A shopkeeper
named Roman died during the clash. The ruling party-backed Chhatra League (CL) had claimed
Roman to be one of their men, while BNP expressed that it was the AL men who had killed

Roman.’

The Ganatantra Mancha had said that they will announce all-out programmes around mid

October to compel the AL government to step down from power.*

A new alliance, the Jubo Gantantra Mancha was launched with a 10-point demand, one of them

being the resignation of the current government.'!

Representatives of the British government have reiterated the need for a free and fair, and

participatory election. A number of diplomats have also expressed their concern regarding the
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long-term stability in Bangladesh amidst the issues surrounding the upcoming election and the

political situation in Bangladesh.'?

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, Antonio Guterres, has expressed concern about
the human rights situation in Bangladesh. He stated that the United Nations follows a
zero-tolerance policy regarding the intimidation and persecution of dissenting voices,

including in Bangladesh.*®

October 4

A case was filed by the Police against 400 BNP leaders and activists on Sunday at Kendua Police

Station in Netrokona.*

The Chief Election Commissioner had said today that the Election Commission “will not bother
about the legitimacy of the election, rather it will focus on the legality of it”. He further said that
he does not understand the meaning of participatory and inclusive, adding that if a large

number of people vote then the election will be participatory by default.®

October 5

BNP’s Cumilla to Chattogram road march demanding the resignation of the current
government, dissolving the parliament and having the upcoming election under a neutral

caretaker government began today in the morning.'®

Lawmakers of Australia’s opposition Green Party have written to and urged the Australian PM
to notify the Bangladeshi government that should any individual breach the legitimacy and
democratic nature of the elections, then they will be considered targets of Magnitsky sanctions

by Australia similar to the US Visa sanctions."”

October 6

During BNP’s road march yesterday, they had announced a fresh set of programmes till the

18th of October. Moreover, at least 10 people were injured and at least 21 vehicles were
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vandalised allegedly by members of the AL on the Cox’s Bazaar-Chattogram Highway and in

Noakhali’s Companiganj as well during BNP’s road march.'®

The PM had said that no one had mentioned anything regarding a caretaker government
system during her recent visit to the United Kingdom and United States. She had also said that

her UNGA participation was “very successful”.*’

Election Commission Secretary Jahangir Alam allegedly misbehaved with journalists when they

were performing their duties at the Election Commission yesterday.*

October 7

Leaders of the political party Amar Bangladesh Party demanded the resignation of the current

government and holding the upcoming national election under a neutral caretaker

government.?!

The PM had said that there is no need to “teach her about free and fair elections”. She had also
said that she will “shut everything down” and see what people do after that if they continue to

criticise her government and the upcoming election as well as the dwindling foreign reserves.*

The Chief Election Commissioner had said at a meeting that the word ‘participatory’ means a

large presence of voters at the polling stations.?*
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I Disinformation is on a rise ahead of the upcoming national election.?*

October 8

The Police arrested 19 leaders and activists of Jamaat-e-Islami today in Kurigram, when Jamaat
leaders and activists had gathered in the morning to bring out a procession in Kurigram
regarding the withdrawal of false and fictitious cases against its leaders and activists, as well as

demanding a caretaker government.?

Islamic parties which are not directly affiliated with the government are hesitant to participate
in the upcoming national election due to the nature of the upcoming election and their view

that the country is not being governed properly.*®

A six-member joint International Republican Institute and the National Democratic Institute
Pre-Election Assessment Mission (PEAM) from the United States arrived in Bangladesh
yesterday and will sit with AL and BNP tomorrow regarding the upcoming national election.
They had a meeting with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs today in the afternoon. The Foreign
Minister had said that the Team simply listened to him during this meeting and did not give any

advice regarding the election.”’

Speakers at an international dialogue titled ‘Bay of Bengal Conversation’ organised by the
Centre for Governance Studies had said that the space for civic society is shrinking under the

current authoritarian regime.”®
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The Additional Commissioner of the Counter Terrorism and Transnational Crimes unit had
warned of an increase in militant activity ahead of the upcoming national election, this

morning.?’

October 9

BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia's medical team has said that they have done everything
that they could for her at Evercare Hospital, and they have exhausted everything domestic
option that was available to treat her.. She requires an immediate liver transplant which cannot

be done in Bangladesh, and thus, she must be sent abroad for treatment immediately.*

AL's ‘Peace and Development’ rally began this afternoon in Dhaka.*!

A draft budget of Tk. 1,445cr to organise the national election was prepared by the Election
Commission. This budget is the most expensive budget for a national election made to date and

is two-times higher than the previous national election budget.**

The US PEAM met with AL and BNP today. BNP had told the Team that a fair election under the
current government will not be possible. Meanwhile, AL had told the PEAM that BNP does not
wish to compromise with AL and have “blocked” any possibility of reaching a compromise

without violating the Constitution.*

2 hitps://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/327427/cttc-warns-of-increased-militant-activity-ahead-of
30

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/weve-done-all-we-can-nothing-more-do-khaledas-medical-board-
3438516 https://en. Qrothomalo com/bangladesh/ysdbhguty

ttgs.//en Qrothomalo com/bangIadesh/golltlcs/g fgdd7kg
https://en.prothomalo. com/bangIadesh/QoI|t|cs/nem202tbe7
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/327482/quader-bnp-closed-doors-for-discussion-on;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/us-pre-election-assessment-mission-meeting-bnp-3438556


https://www.newagebd.net/article/214488/us-pre-election-monitoring-team-meets-with-bnp
https://www.newagebd.net/article/214492/fair-elections-under-hasina-not-possible-bnp-tells-us-visit-team
https://www.newagebd.net/article/214490/iri-ndi-pre-election-assessment-mission-meets-with-al-leaders
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/election/327457/us-pre-election-monitoring-team-meets-with-bnp
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/327472/us-pre-election-monitoring-team-meets-awami-league
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/bnp-has-blocked-space-compromise-al-tells-us-pre-election-mission-3438836
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/bnp-has-blocked-space-compromise-al-tells-us-pre-election-mission-3438836
https://www.newagebd.net/article/214544/al-bnp-stick-to-own-stances-on-next-polls
https://www.newagebd.net/article/214496/us-team-wants-to-know-if-there-is-scope-for-compromise-al
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/qjfgdd7kgu
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/politics/nemzc2tbe7
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/327482/quader-bnp-closed-doors-for-discussion-on
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/us-pre-election-assessment-mission-meeting-bnp-3438556
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/elections/news/holding-natl-polls-ec-draws-tk-1445cr-budget-3438356
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/als-peace-and-development-rally-underway-gabtoli-3438751
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/als-peace-and-development-rally-underway-gabtoli-3438751
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/weve-done-all-we-can-nothing-more-do-khaledas-medical-board-3438516
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/weve-done-all-we-can-nothing-more-do-khaledas-medical-board-3438516
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/ysdbhgutjy
https://www.newagebd.net/article/214486/khaleda-needs-immediate-liver-transplant-medical-board
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/327471/khaleda-zia-requires-urgent-liver-transplant
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/327427/cttc-warns-of-increased-militant-activity-ahead-of

Diana Janse, Swedish State Secretary for International Development Cooperation said that

Sweden wants to see Bangladesh hold a free and fair election.®*

Dhaka Metropolitan Police Commissioner Habibur Rahman said yesterday that the Police will

conduct drives to find and recover illegal weapons ahead of the upcoming national election.*

October 10

A Dhaka court sentenced 15 BNP leaders and activists to four years’ imprisonment over a case
filed against them for allegedly torching vehicles and preventing the Police from doing their
duty during a political programme on January 4, 2015. BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia’s

adviser is amongst the 15 individuals.?®

The Amar Bangladesh Party had told the US PEAM yesterday that a free and fair election

cannot be held under a partisan government.*’

The US PEAM had sat with the Chief Election Commissioner this morning. The PEAM
questioned the Election Commission regarding their capabilities of holding a free and fair

election.3®

October 11

BNP’s Public Secretary Shahid Uddin Chowdhury Annie was detained by the Police from his

residence at around 2:00am today and taken to Dhanmondi Police Station. Anee had said that
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he was out on bail in all the cases he was accused in. The Police have sought a seven-day
remand for Annie. They had also allegedly beaten Annie while they detained him. He was

accused of throwing crude bombs in front of Dhaka City College on May 23, 2023.%

The US PEAM had asked Home Minister Asaduzzamant today whether the government can
provide the opposition voters with security if they wish to participate in the upcoming
election, and whether there would be any violence. He replied by saying that he thinks there
would not be any violence, and that the law enforcement agencies are well-trained to provide
security. The US PEAM had also visited the Law Minister in his office today and questioned him
regarding the newly-enacted Cyber Security Act and which parties would join the upcoming

election. Moreover, the US PEAM had also met with the PM at her residence today as well.*’

The Amar Bangladesh Party had met with the head of delegation of the European Union today.

They had told the head of delegation that the failure to hold a free and fair election lies with the

Election Commission and the current government.*!

October 12

At least 10 activists of Bangladesh Islami Chhatra Shibir, the student wing of Jamaat-e-Islami,
were arrested when they brought out a procession yesterday morning demanding the
resignation of the government and holding the upcoming election under a neutral caretaker

government.*?

AL announced that they will be carrying out multiple election-related processions, rallies and

other events in Dhaka and nationwide throughout the month of October.*?
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A Dhaka Court handed 10 individuals, some from the BNP’s student wing, two years of

imprisonment today in a case that was filed over 11 years ago.**

The Police have filed 11 cases against 700 members of BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami in a matter of
five days in Jessore. They have also arrested a total of 77 individuals in connection with these

cases. The local BNP and Jamaat leaders have described these cases as fictitious.*

A delegation of the BNP sat with the Swiss Ambassador to Bangladesh today to discuss

Bangladesh’s current situation.*

US Ambassador to Bangladesh Peter Haas and BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir had a meeting today in the afternoon. Neither of the two sides have made any public

comments regarding the meeting.*’

October 13

23 imminent citizens have warned via a joint statement released yesterday that the failure to

send BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia abroad for treatment could lead to a “political crisis”.*®

The list of BNP leaders and activists being arrested under fictitious cases is growing; as well as

the number of them being arrested under old “sabotage” cases.*

Leaders of the Juba Ganatantra Mancha (youth wing of the Ganatantra Mancha) called for the
immediate resignation of the AL government and advocated for the upcoming general election

to be conducted under a neutral interim government.*
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The Home Minister had said that BNP's Publicity Secretary Shahid Uddin Chowdhury Annie
had lied to the court about being tortured by the law enforcement agency at the Police

station.”®

The Foreign Minister had said yesterday that the government cannot assure that the upcoming

election will be free from violence.*?

The Chief Election Commissioner had said yesterday that the upcoming election will be

incomplete if BNP does not participate in it.>?

October 14

AL convened a private meeting yesterday with its affiliated bodies to discuss strategies for
addressing the opposition parties' anti-government protests ahead of the forthcoming

election.>*

The leaders of the Jatiyo Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) demanded the immediate resignation of the

current government and holding the upcoming election under a “national government”.>

BNP had staged a three-hour long token hunger strike this morning demanding the
unconditional release of its Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia from jail and for her treatment

abroad.>®

The Chief Election Commissioner had said today that it does not matter who joins the election;

if people are able to come to the polling stations to cast their vote freely without any issues,
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then the election will be a big success. This is quite a stark contrast to what he had said on

October 12.%7

The United States had issued a Level-2 Travel Advisory yesterday to its citizens to exercise

more caution when travelling to Bangladesh “due to crime, terrorism and the upcoming

general election”.*®

October 15

BNP leader Sirajul Islam was arrested by the Police in Brahmanbaria as he was wanted in a

“sabotage case” filed in 2016 as well as 11 other cases.*®

A Dhaka Court sent BNP Publicity Secretary Shahid Uddin Chowdhury Annie to jail yesterday

following a four-day remand.®

BNP held separate meetings today with three parties to finalise its programme for its one-point

movement to demand the resignation of the current government.®!

Jamaat-e-Islami brought out a procession today in the morning demanding the upcoming
election to be held under a caretaker government and for the release of their leader and

activists including their Chief Shafiqur Rahman.*

Transparency International Bangladesh, via a media release today, criticised the Chief Election
Commissioner’s “biased stance” when it comes to ensuring a free, fair and participatory

election. They also criticised his contradicting statements regarding a successful election.®®

57 https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/amk3wj5v7f;

: i - -key-to- - -cec; See Note 53
%8 hitps://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/us-asks-its-citizens-exercise-caution-3442486;
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangIadesh/news/travel-bangIadeshI-us-asks—its—citizens-exercise-caution—3442651

63 httDs JAA thedalletar net/news/banqIadesh/news/cecs stance -raises-concern- over-falr-polls 3444606

https://www.newagebd.net/article/215087/contradictory-remarks-of-cec-raise-fear-for-polls-tib;

https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/election/328082/tib-cec-s-contradictory-statements-raise-concerns; See
Notes 53 and 57


https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/cecs-stance-raises-concern-over-fair-polls-3444606
https://www.newagebd.net/article/215087/contradictory-remarks-of-cec-raise-fear-for-polls-tib
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/election/328082/tib-cec-s-contradictory-statements-raise-concerns
https://www.newagebd.net/article/215031/jamaat-holds-programmes-in-dhaka-demanding-polls-under-caretaker-govt
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/politics/328126/bnp-holds-meeting-with-three-parties-on-one-point
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/bnp-leader-annie-sent-jail-3443686
https://www.newagebd.net/article/215009/bnp-leader-anee-sent-to-jail-after-remand
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/court/328012/bnp-leader-anee-sent-to-jail-after-remand
https://www.newagebd.net/article/215070/bnp-leader-arrested-in-brahmanbaria
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/us-asks-its-citizens-exercise-caution-3442486
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/travel-bangladeshl-us-asks-its-citizens-exercise-caution-3442651
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/v8wogun765
https://www.newagebd.net/article/214998/us-alerts-its-citizens-in-bangladesh-against-possible-terrorist-attacks
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/amk3wj5v7f
https://www.newagebd.net/article/214946/voter-turnout-key-to-polls-success-cec

The European Union informed that they will send a small, expert group of observers to observe
the upcoming election. Meanwhile, AL had told the European Union that the poll-time

government will be formed in a few days.**

The US pre-election assessment team has made five recommendations for a credible,
participatory, peaceful and successful election. Amongst the five recommendations, three are
“moderating rhetoric and engaging in open and substantive dialogue on key election issues,
protecting freedom of expression and ensuring an open civic space where dissent is respected.”
Following the US pre-election assessment team’s recommendations, AL General Secretary
Obaidul Quader had said that a dialogue with BNP would only be considered if BNP withdraws
its preconditions regarding participating in the upcoming election. The Foreign Minister had

also said that the government has nothing today regarding the Team'’s recommendations.®®
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