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Foreword
Since its inception in October 1994, Odhikar, as a human rights organisation, has
always sought to raise awareness regarding human rights violations committed by
the state and to campaign and protest against the state for violating internationallyrecognised civil and political rights. Odhikar unconditionally stands beside the
victims of human rights abuses; and through its activities, works to ensure safety
and justice of the victims.
Odhikar has been facing extreme state repression and harassment since 2013 due to
its activities. Despite ongoing harassment and obstruction by the state, Odhikar
continues to highlight issues relating to human rights abuses. Government
repression and interference has compelled Odhikar to apply self-censorship in its
human rights reporting, due to the hindrance on freedom of expression. Despite this
adverse situation, Odhikar has prepared this Human Rights Report for the first three
months of 2022, based on the reports sent by the human rights defenders associated
with it and information/data published in various media.
To see the previous human rights reports of Odhikar, please visit www.odhikar.org;
Facebook: Odhikar.HumanRights; Twitter: @odhikar_bd
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Statistics: Human Rights violations
January

February

March

Statistics: January - March 2022*
Total

Tortured to death

2

1

2

5

Shot to death

4

0

0

4

Total

6

1

2

9

Enforced Disappearances

0

0

2

2

Death in Jail

3

14

9

26

Sentenced to death

19

30

42

91

Execution of death sentence

0

0

2

2

Bangladeshis Killed

1

1

2

4

Bangladeshis Injured

6

2

2

10

Total

7

3

4

14

Injured

17

25

4

46

Assaulted

7

1

1

9

Arrested

1

2

0

3

Threatened

0

1

3

4

Total

25

29

8

62

5

3

5

13

For allegedly posting critical post
against Prime Minister, highranking officials of the
government, their family
members

7

4

6

17

Total

7

4

6

17

Type of Human Rights Violation

Extrajudicial
killings

Death
Penalty
Human
rights
violations by
Indian BSF

Attack on
journalists

Public lynching

Arrest under
the Digital
Security Act,
2018

* Odhikar documentation
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Introduction
This report highlights the human rights situation of Bangladesh in the first three
months of 2022 (January-March). In order to shed light on the human rights situation
in the first three months of 2022, it is necessary to first review the human rights
situation in the previous years. In the last 13 years since the Awami League
government came to power in 2009, horrific human rights violations have taken
place. The human rights violations in the first three months of this year are a
continuation of the human rights violations of the previous years. Bangladesh has
ratified/acceded to eight out of nine key international human rights instruments,
including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
Convention against Torture. It has also ratified the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court. However, the government continues its policy of repression without
abiding by these conventions/treaties.

Partisanship of State Institutions
1. The Awami League government has deliberately blocked the way for victims
to get justice, by keeping an authoritarian regime in place through party
affiliation in various important state institutions of the country. Since the
Awami League-led grand alliance government came to power in 2009,
various government, constitutional and autonomous institutions have become
subservient to the political leadership and thoroughly unable to function
independently. Various important state institutions such as the Election
Commission, the Anti-Corruption Commission and the National Human
Rights Commission are being used to implement the political agenda of the
government. The Election Commission had ensured that the current party in
power won the Parliamentary elections in 2014 and 2018, through farcical and
violent elections. Political intolerance and the absence of effective institutions
to curb undemocratic behaviour of the state have become evident.
Furthermore, there are allegations that the government is also controlling the
Judiciary. In this situation, people have lost their confidence in all state
institutions.

Election Commission
2. The controversial Election Commission headed by Kazi Rakibuddin Ahmed
unilaterally held a parliamentary election on 5 January 2014, despite the
boycott of almost all political parties. In this election, out of 300 parliamentary
seats, 153 MPs were elected unopposed before the polls even commenced.
After the departure of this controversial Election Commission, a new Election
Commission was formed under the leadership of KM Nurul Huda. The
Election Commission headed by Nurul Huda, like its predecessors, became a
subservient institution of the government. Under this Commission, another
(farcical) parliamentary election was held on 30 December 20181 and the

1During

this election, massive irregularities, including stuffing ballot boxes by stamping in favour of the ruling Awami
League nominated candidates the night before the polls, casting fake votes, forcing voters to vote for the ruling party
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electoral system was completely disrupted due to massive vote rigging and
irregularities in all following elections. These two Election Commissions have
created an impression among the people that no candidate, other than the
candidate of the ruling party, will be able to win the election. The Opposition
political parties gradually boycotted all elections held under these two
Commissions. In an election where there is no opposition, the contests
occurred between the Awami League nominated candidates and the Awami
League rebel candidates. On 5 January 2022, a woman called Kulsum Akhter,
rickshaw puller Alamgir Hossain, vegetable seller Abdur Rashid and farmer
Khorshed Akand were killed in a shootout between BGB members and
supporters of Chairman candidate Yunus Ali in Baliadighi union under
Gabtoli Upazila in Bogura.2 The term of the Election Commission headed by
the controversial Nurul Huda expired on 14 February 2022. Before its
expiration, the government rapidly adopted the Election Commissioner
Appointment Act, 2022 to form a new Election Commission and a Search
Committee was formed under this Act. The opposition alleged that the Search
Committee was under government control.3 Former Election Commissioner
Muhammad Sohul Hossain, a member of the Search Committee, sought
Awami League’s nomination in the 11th Parliamentary Elections in 2018.4 The
President appointed new Election Commissioners based on the
recommendation of this Search Committee. As a result, the President formed
the Election Commission with people of the ruling party’s choice, as was also
done in the past. Kazi Habibul Awal, who was appointed as the Chief
Election Commissioner, was a privileged bureaucrat of the government. He
was appointed as a Secretary in the Law Ministry in 2009 and in 2010 his
appointment was declared invalid by the court as the appointment guidelines
were not followed. The government then appointed him as Defense Secretary
in 2014 and later and promoted him to Senior Secretary. Even though his
public service life was over and he was supposed to retire, the government
appointed him on a two-year contract and let him keep his job.5

Prevalence of corruption and the Anti-Corruption Commission
3. Corruption has permeated every sector in Bangladesh.Due to corruption, the
prices of daily essential commodities are rising uncontrollably, which has
severely damaged the livelihood of the common people.The incumbent
government has been in power for 13 years. During this period, the ruling
party leaders and activists and government supporters have become the
owners of vast wealth6through corruption7, looting8, illegal businesses9,
candidate in public, occupying the polling centres and detaining and ousting the polling agents of the opposition party
nominated candidates, and intimidating voters occurred, which was unprecedented.
2 The daily Jugantor, 07 January 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/city/506046/
3 The daily Prothom Alo, 06 February 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/politics/আলীগ-বলছে-সুন্দর-আগ্রহ-নেই-ববএেবির
4 The daily Prothom Alo, 06 February 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/politics/আলীগ-বলছে-সুন্দর-আগ্রহ-নেই-ববএেবির
5 The daily Manabzamin, 26 February 2022; https://mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=317328&cat=1/
6 The daily Jugantor, 05 March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/city/526898/
7 The daily Prothom Alo, 27 January 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/মন্ত্রীঘবেষ্ঠছের-েুেীবির-জাল
8 The daily Jugantor, 06 March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/first-page/527226/
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embezzlement of funds from government projects10, tender-bidding and
extortion. It has been alleged that most of the money earned by illegal means
has been laundered abroad. According to the Washington-based research
institute Global Financial Integrity (GFI), between 2009 and 2015, USD 49.65
billion was laundered abroad from Bangladesh, which is BDT4.36 trillion in
local currency. This amount of money was almost equal to the budget of the
country’s 2021-2022 financial year. Since Bangladesh has not provided any
data after 2015, no further information of money laundering is currently
available.11
4. Although the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) was supposed to function
as an independent and impartial institution12 during this terrible state of
corruption in the country, it has become a subservient body of the
government. Although the ACC investigated some cases of corruption against
the ruling Awami League MPs and influential politicians and bureaucrats, the
outcome of most of these investigations did not come to light. ACC officials
are harassed in various ways, even being dismissed, for reporting against
influential people affiliated to the government. ACC Deputy Assistant
Director Mohammad Sharif Uddin was sacked on 16 February 2022 for
recommending a case against the Deputy Commissioner, police officers and
local political leaders in an investigation relating to corruption in the
acquisition of land under a government project in Cox’s Bazar. Earlier, he was
also given death threats.13 Individuals whose names have come up in the
investigation conducted by Mohammad Sharif Uddin filed a complaint
against him with the ACC which led to his dismissal.14

State Repression
5. During these three months, citizens have also been subjected to enforced
disappearances, extrajudicial killings and torture due to the government’s
lack of accountability, diminishing rule of law, a dysfunctional justice system
and impunity of responsible persons.

Extrajudicial killings
6. Extrajudicial killings continue in the country. However, law enforcement
agencies report extrajudicial killings as ‘crossfire’, ‘gunfights’, and ‘shootouts’.
In the aftermath of such killings, law enforcement agencies (LEA) and
members of the security forces always used to claim that they fired in selfdefense. The narrative of every extrajudicial killing is almost the same.In
9

The daily Jugantor, 14 February 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/first-page/519962/
The daily Jugantor, 16 February 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/first-page/520658/ and Jugantor, 06
January 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/first-page/505640/
11 The daily Jugantor,17 December 2021; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/first-page/498776/
12 According to article 3(2) of the Anti Corruption Commission Act 2004 (amendment 2016), this commission shall be an
independent and impartial commission.
13 The daily Prothom Alo, 18 February 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/রাঘবছবায়ালছের-িক্ষ-বেছয়অেযায়ভাছব-শরীফছে-চােবরচু যি-েরা-হছয়ছে
14 The daily Prothom Alo,19 February 2022 ; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/েুেীবির-িেছে-যাাঁছের-োমিাাঁরাই-অবভছযাগোরী
10
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some cases, the person was later killed in a ‘gunfight’ after being taken away
from his residence, but law enforcement officials deny such allegations.
Extrajudicial killings were rampant since the country-wide anti-drug drives
began on 15 May 2018.It was ‘temporarily’ stopped after the much publicised
killing of Major (Retd.) Sinha Mohammad Rashed Khan on 31 July 2020 by
police in Teknaf under Cox’s Bazar District. Incidents of ‘crossfire’, ‘gunfight’,
and ‘shootout’ have gone down after sanctions were imposed by US Treasury
Department on RAB and some of its former and current top officials for grave
human rights violations on 10 December 2021. However, extrajudicial killings
in the form of death due to torture continue.
7. From January to March 2022, a total of nine persons were allegedly killed
extra-judicially, as reported. It is to be noted that among the nine persons
killed, four persons were killed by police, one by RAB and four by BGB.
Among them, four persons were tortured to death by police, one was
tortured to death by RAB and four were shot dead by BGB.
8. On 1 January 2022, a car mechanic named Asadul Islam Asad was tortured to
death by RAB members in a drug drive in Ershad nagar area under Gazipur
District.15 On 7 January, the police arrested and tortured a tea vendor named
Himanshu to death in Hatibandha under Lalmonirhat District, for allegedly
killing his wife.16 On 9 February, a farmer named Wazir Mia was arrested
from his home and tortured and killed by Sub-Inspectors Debashish, Pardon
Kumar Singh and Assistant Sub-Inspector Akhtaruzzaman of Shantiganj
Police Station and killed, over allegations of stealing a cow in Shantiganj
under Sunamganj District.17 Such allegations were made by the family
members of the deceased. A man named Zahirul Hawladar, an accused in a
murder case in Barisal, was allegedly tortured by members of the Police
Bureau of Investigation (PBI) and died on 13 March 2022 in Barisal Central
Jail.18 On 15 March, Milon Chakma, leader of the United People’s Democratic
Front (UPDF-Prashit Khisa group), was allegedly tortured and killed by
members of the law enforcement agency in Dighinala under Khagrachhari
District19 and a man named Mohammad Sayed Hossain died on 16 March
after being allegedly tortured by Laxmipur police for refusing to pay a bribe
of BDT 200,000.20

15

The daily Naya Diganta, 02 January 2022; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/dhaka/633897/
The Daily Star, 09 January 2022; https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/man-dies-policecustody-2935046
17 Information sent by local human rights defenders associated with Odhikar from Sylhet and Sunamganj.
18 The daily Jugantor, 16 March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/city/531209/
19 The daily Prothom Alo, 15 March 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/েীবঘোলায়-আটছের-িরইউবিবিএফ-নেিার-মৃিুয
20 BD Protidin.com, 17 March 2022; https://www.bd-pratidin.com/last-page/2022/03/17/750591
16
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Torture, degrading treatment and lack of accountability by
law enforcement agencies and security forces, and custodial
death
9. Various types of allegations, including bribery21, arbitrary arrests on the basis
of fabricated cases filed before the elections22, torture to death23, threats of
crossfire24, arresting innocent people and sending them to jail only because
their names match25, arrests for filing a murder case against the police26 and
extortion27, were found against members of the law enforcement agencies.
During this period, there were also allegations against members of the Border
Guard Bangladesh (BGB) for arresting and torturing people.28 Members of the
law enforcement agencies enjoy impunity for their crackdown on political
opponents, government critics and dissidents.
10. Students at Shahjalal University of Science and Technology have been
protesting since 13 January 2022 with a three-point demand which includes
the resignation of the Vice Chancellor. At that time students clashed with the
police.29 Habibur Rahman and Reza Nur Mueen, ex-students of Shahjalal
University of Science and Technology (SUST), were picked up by the police
from Uttara, Dhaka on 24 January. On 25 January, five people, including
Habibur Rahman and Reza Noor Mueen, were arrested and handed over to
the police station on charges of aiding and abetting ordinary students during
the protest at SUST.30

21

The daily Jugantor, 17 March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/city/531532/
The daily Prothom Alo, 25 January 2022;
23 BD Protidin.com, 17 March 2022; https://www.bd-pratidin.com/last-page/2022/03/17/750591
24 BD Protidin.com, 30 January 2022; https://www.bd-pratidin.com/city/2022/01/30/735798
25 The daily Prothom Alo, 23 February 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/োছমর-বমছল-ববো-অিরাছেোরাগাছর-আট-বেে
26 The daily Jugantor, 14 March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/second-edition/530622/
27 The daily Prothom Alo, 15 January 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/নগাছয়ন্দা-িুবলছশর-ববরুছেবযবসায়ীছে-ভয়-নেবিছয়-চাাঁো-নেওয়ার-অবভছযাগ
28 The daily Jugantor, 29 January 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/second-edition/514495/
29 The daily Prothom Alo, 16 January 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/উিাচাযযছে-মুক্ত-েরছি-বগছয়বশক্ষার্থীিুবলশ-সংঘর্য-আহি-অেি-২০
30 The daily Prothom Alo, 25 January 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/উত্তরা-নর্থছে-শাববপ্রববর-প্রাক্তে-েুইোত্রছে-িু ছল-বেছয়-যাওয়ার-অবভছযাগ, The Daily Star, 25 January 2022;
https://www.thedailystar.net/bangla/সংবাে/বাংলাছেশ/অিরাে-ও-ববচার/আছন্দালছে-অর্থয-সহায়িা-শাববপ্রববর-সাছবে-৫-বশক্ষার্থীছেবসছলট-িুবলছশর-োছে
22
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Police baton charged on protesting students of Shahjalal University of Science and Technology.
Photo: Prothom Alo, 16 January 2022

11. A SSC exam candidate Sunny Bepari (15) was summoned by Sub-Inspector
Himel of the District Detective Branch (DB) of Police for questioning in
relation to the murder of Krishak League31 leader Manik Sardar32 on 7
February 2022 in Madaripur. Sunny’s family members took him to the DB
police office in the night of 14 March. It was said that after interrogation, the
police would hand him over to his family the next morning. But the police
tortured Sunny without releasing him the next day and on 16 March Sunny
was shown as arrested from the municipal area, his age was increased to 19 in
the police report and he was sent to court.33
12. Laboni Akhter, a plaintiff in a case filed with Kashimpur Police Station in
Gazipur, got into an altercation with Constable Ruma Akhter on 4 March 2022
when she went to the police station to get information about the case. The
Constable beat Laboni Akhter, who was three months pregnant. It was
alleged that she miscarried due to the beating.34
13. On 8 March 2022, RAB arrested former Joint Secretary of Rangamati District
unit BNP Nurul Islam from Chittagong Metropolitan City. According to the
RAB, Nurul Islam felt sick after his arrest and was admitted to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital where the doctor on duty declared him dead.35A
warrantee accused named Nazrul Islam Babul died in Chittagong Medical
College Hospital on 10 March 2022, three hours after RAB arrested him in

31

Farmer wing of Awami League
League leader Manik Sardar was killed in Madaripur on 7 February 2022.Manik's wife Shima Khanam filed a case
against 17 people with Kalkini Police Station.
33 Bangladesh Protidin, 20 March 2022; https://www.bd-pratidin.com/last-page/2022/03/20/751380
34 The daily Prothom Alo, 05 March 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/োবশমিুর-র্থাোয়-মারেছরগভয িাছির-ঘটোয়-েেছেবলছে-প্রিযাহার
35 The daily Prothom Alo, 10 March 2022;https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/চট্টগ্রাছম-নগ্রপ্তাছরর-ির-যযাবনহফাজছি-সাছবে-ববএেবি-নেিার-মৃিুয
32Krishak
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Rangunia under Chittagong District.RAB claimed that Nazrul Islam Babul
had died due to illness.36

Enforced disappearances
14. Despite the fact that enforced disappearance37 is a crime against humanity38, it
continues to occur. Most of those who became victims of enforced
disappearance in the first three months of 2022 were identified as leaders and
activists of the opposition parties and dissidents. Many opposition leaders,
activists and dissidents were reported disappeared before and after the two
controversial and farcical parliamentary elections held on 5 January 2014 and
30 December 2018 under the present government. Human rights activists and
civil society representatives have expressed fear that the number of cases of
enforced disappearance and extrajudicial killings could rise again before the
2023 parliamentary elections.39
15. In June 2021, the UN Human Rights Council’s Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances (WGEID) sent a letter to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Bangladesh asking for information about 34 disappeared persons.
Since then, members of the law enforcement agencies have been accused of
pressuring the relatives of the disappeared. Allegations of harassment,
including interrogation of family members and relatives of the disappeared in
their homes, calling them to the police station and in some cases making
families sign blank papers, were found against members of law enforcement
agencies and security forces. Furthermore, police also pressured the families
to sign a statement stating that the disappeared persons are actually ‘missing’
and that family members were hiding information. On 10 January 2022, police
from Sabujbagh Police Station contacted the families of Sabujbagh Thana unit
Chhatra Dal40 President Mahbub Hasan, who was disappeared on 8
December 2013. Police then went to Mahbub Hasan’s house and tried to make
his father, Abdul Jalil, to sign a statement written by the police. When Abdul
Jalil refused to sign it, the police threatened to take him to the police station.41
Farzana Akhter, wife of Bangshal Thana unit Chhatra Dal president Parvez
Hassan, who was disappeared on 2 December 2013, said that she lives at her
father’s house with her children. The police accompanied, by a local Awami
League leader, went to her father-in-law’s house in Bangshal and told her

36

The daily Jugantor, 19 March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/news/529088/
According to Article 2 of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearnce,
"enforced disappearance" is considered to be the arrest, detention, abduction or any other form of deprivation of liberty
by agents of the State or by persons or groups of persons acting with the authorization, support or acquiescence of the
State, followed by a refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or by concealment of the fate or whereabouts of the
disappeared person, which place such a person outside the protection of the law.
38 According to Article 7 of the Rome Statute of the ICC, enforced disappearance is a crime against humanity when
committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian population, with knowledge of the
attack.
39 The daily Jugantor, 22 March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/last-page/533075/
40 Student wing of the opposition (out of Parliament) Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
41 The daily Prothom Alo, 13 January 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/গুম-হওয়া-বযবক্তর-স্বজেছেরবাসায়-যাছে-িুবলশ-সাো-োগছজ-সই-বেছি-চাছির-অবভছযাগ
37
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mother-in-law that Farzana had hidden her husband.42 On 14 March 2022, UN
human rights experts called on Bangladesh to immediately stop “retaliatory
actions” against the families of the disappeared persons and human rights
activists. In a statement, they said that after the US announced sanctions on
RAB officials on 10 December 2021, it was reported that the Bangladeshi
authorities had started threatening, pressuring and harassing the family
members of the disappeared, human rights defenders and civil society
activists.43
16. The 126th Session of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances (WGEID) of the UN Human Rights Council was held from 7
to 11 February 2022. Ahead of the Session, Foreign Minister AK Abdul
Momen told reporters on 5 February 2022, that a lot of the people listed by
some UN bodies as ‘disappeared’ had actually drowned in the
Mediterranean.44 On the same day, Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan said
that the security forces in the country were not involved in acts of enforced
disappearance, and that various incidents of hiding are being reported as
disappearances, and no one becomes a victim of enforced disappearance in
Bangladesh.45 Human rights defenders and the families and relatives of the
disappeared persons strongly condemned the statements of the Foreign
Minister and the Home Minister regarding the disappeared persons.46
17. The 126th Session of the WGEID discussed the matter of 17 disappeared
persons in nine countries, including Bangladesh, seeking redress under
emergency measures. Earlier, a report was made on the discussions of the
125th Session of the Working Group held from 25 to 29 September 2021.
According to the report, law enforcement agencies and security forces are
using enforced disappearance as a tool for targeting political opponents and
dissidents in Bangladesh.47 However, the government continues to deny these
disappearances. When the members of the WGEID wanted to visit
Bangladesh to investigate the allegations of enforced disappearances, the
Bangladesh government did not respond. The attitude of the members of law
enforcement agencies is almost the same as that of the higher authorities of
the government. They too deny the occurrence of enforced disappearances.
When members of the law enforcement agency deny incidents of detention or
when someone suddenly disappears, there is a great deal of anxiety and fear
among the family members of that person. The police also refuses to take
complaints from family members in these cases and continue to harass the
victim’s family. In many cases, disappeared persons return, but they refuse to
The daily Prothom Alo, 15 January 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/এি-বের-ির-িুবলশ-এছস-বজছেস-েরছেস্বামী-গুম-হছয়ছে-বে-ো
43 The daily Prothom Alo, 16 March 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/গুছমর-বশোর-বযবক্তছের-স্বজেছের-ববরুছেপ্রবিছশাে-বছের-আহ্বাে-জাবিসংছঘর-ববছশর্েছের
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46 The Daily Star, 08 February 2022; https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/enforceddisappearance-un-group-begins-geneva-meet-2956766
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talk about what had happened, however, some disappeared victims have
spoken up, even to the media. From the narratives that they have given, it
seems that there are secret detention centers inside the country where the
disappeared persons are detained. Lt. Col. Hasinur Rahman, who was
disappeared twice, said that he was picked up from Mymensingh in 2011 and
brought to Dhaka, blindfolded and handcuffed and kept in a dark room. An
armed man was always on duty at the door. After 43 days of disappearance,
Hasinur Rahman was sent to jail and was released on bail in 2014.Lt. Col.
Hasinur Rahman was again picked up from in front of his house in Dhaka at
around 10:00 pm in August 2018. There were many cells in the place where he
was kept, with one person in each cell. There was a common bathroom. He
was blindfolded when he was taken to the bathroom. He was released after a
year and 17 days of disappearance. Abdullah Al Rahid, another victim of
enforced disappearance, said that while drinking tea at a tea stall in
Dargapara, Rajshahi on 18 July 2017, a member of a special force blindfolded
him and took him away in a microbus. He was then detained in a 4 feet by 6
feet, windowless, dark room.48
18. From January to March 2022, a total of two persons were allegedly
disappeared49 after being picked up by men claiming to be members of law
enforcement agencies. Later both the disappeared persons were handed
over to their families by the Detective Branch of Police.
19. Arman Hossain, former Vice-President of South Keraniganj Thana unit Juba
Dal50 of Dhaka district, was picked up by a group of people in plainclothes
from the gate of Kashimpur Central Jail-1 and taken away in a microbus at
around 11:00 am on 6 March 2022. When his relatives contacted various law
enforcement agencies, all of them denied arresting Arman. Arman had been
in jail for a long time and his family members alleged that he was picked up
as soon as he was released on bail from the High Court Division of the
Supreme Court.51 On 9 March, the Detective Branch of Police called Arman’s
family members to their office and handed him over to them.52
20. On 26 March 2022 at around 12:00 am, Ashiqur Rahman, a fourth year
student of Dhaka University’s Department of International Relations was
picked up by a group of DB Police officers from his residence at Azimpur in
Dhaka. On 27 March, his father, teachers, classmates and other students
formed a human chain in front of the ‘Raju’ sculpture at the Dhaka University
campus to demand Ashiqur’s release. They said Ashiqur had been picked up,
but members of the law enforcement agency denied it. Later, in the evening of
27 March, Ashiqur was handed over to his father Sirajul Islam and the

48

The daily Jugantor, 15 February 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/first-page/520273/
only documents allegation of enforced disappearance where the family members or witnesses claim that the
victim was taken away by people in law enforcement uniform or by those who said they were from law enforcement
agencies.
50 Youth wing of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
51 The daily Naya Diganta, 07 March 2022; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/politics/648716/
52 Information gathered by Odhikar.
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Chairman of the International Relations Department, Prof Muhammad Ruhul
Amin by the DB Police officers at the DB Police office in Mintu Road, Dhaka.53

Teachers and classmates of Ashiqur Rahman, a student of Dhaka University, formed a human chain
in front of the ‘Raju’ sculpture at the DU campus demanding the whereabouts and release of Ashiqur
Rahman, who was picked up by law enforcers. Photo: Prothom Alo, 28 March 2022

Death penalty and human rights
21. The country’s existing criminal laws still contain provisions for the death
penalty. Under the dysfunctional criminal justice system of Bangladesh, the
government can impose severe punishment or long-term imprisonment to a
person who they feel is a threat to them. As soon as the trial court passes a
death sentence, the accused is kept in a condemned cell. It is a gross human
rights violation to keep convicts in a condemned cell pending the final
decision regarding his fate. Maqbool Hossain of Kishoreganj was arrested in
2003 for murder. The lower court sentenced him to death in 2006.He has been
held in a condemned cell ever since. He was released from prison after the
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court acquitted him in 2021.Maqbool was
imprisoned in a condemned cell for 15 years awaiting execution of the death
penalty.54
22. Death reference cases are being filed from every district of the country in the
High Court Division of the Supreme Court. The settlement rate is much lower
than the accumulated death references received. As a result, a large number of
accused individuals have to stay in condemned cells for years. According to a
research report, a majority of the accused individuals given the death penalty
were poor, less educated and socially disadvantaged, and they were tortured
in police custody. A joint study conducted by the Law Department of Dhaka
University and the Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST), found
that 53% of those who were given death sentence were low-paid labourers
and 72% were economically weak.55In March 2022, a bench of the High Court
The daily ProthomAlo, 28 March 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/capital/িুব-ভাছলা-নেছল-বছল-ঢাববর-নসইোত্রছে-নেছে-বেল-বিবব
54 The daily Jugantor, 23 March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/city/533448/
55 New Age, 30 March 2022; https://www.newagebd.net/article/166706/
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Division was hearing the death references and appeals of accused persons
who had been sentenced to death in 2015 and 2016.It is safe to assume that the
death reference cases and appeals of the accused who are being sentenced to
death in the lower courts this year, will probably be heard in 2027-2028. As a
result, a death row inmate has to stay in a condemned cell for years until the
case is settled in the High Court Division of the Supreme Court and if the
High Court Division upholds the death sentence of an accused, the accused
will have to stay in the condemned cell for approximately 10 to 15 years till
the final disposal of the case in the Appellate Division. According to the
Supreme Court, 969 death references have come to the High Court for hearing
in the last seven years. Of them, only 162 cases have been settled. There are
843 cases awaiting hearing. There are 2,213 death row inmates in condemned
cells in the 68 prisons across the country.56
23. In the first three months of 2022 (January-March), a total of 91 persons were
sentenced to death and two of the convicted were executed in jail.
24. On 9 March 2022, Shipon Hawlader and Naimul Islam Emon were executed
by hanging at Comilla Central Jail.57

Human rights violations in prisons
25. Corruption, irregularities and various forms of torture continue in the
country’s prisons. Money is being collected from the prisoners through a
‘syndicate’ and the money is shared among the prison officials.58 There are
various other allegations against prison officials, including illegal recruitment
of manpower, the sale of prisoners for money59 and special facilities given to
prisoners in exchange of money. This was found against the Superintendent
of Cox’s Bazar District Jail Nesar Alam.60 Senior Jail Superintendent
Shahjahan Ahmed of Comilla Central Jail has reportedly become wealthy
through corruption and extortion by torturing prisoners in the jail.61 There are
allegations that many citizens are being detained in jail without any evidence.
Despite their right to get bail, many dissidents and opposition leaders and
activists are being held in prisons for a long period of time and even after
being granted bail, their release is delayed. Many opposition political leaders
and activists were also re-arrested from the jail gate after being released on
bail.62 As a result, prisons are always overcrowded.
26. On 6 March 2022, Ruhul Amin Gazi, former president of the Bangladesh
Federal Union of Journalists, was granted bail by the High Court Division of
the Supreme Court. However, due to various delays, he was released from jail
on 22 March.63 Nusrat Shahrin Raka, sister of journalist Konak Sarwar, (a
fierce critic of the current government who has sought political asylum
56

The daily Jugantor, 23 March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/city/533448/
The daily Manabzamin, 09 March 2022; https://mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=318870
58 The daily NayaDignata, 20 February 2022; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/post-editorial/645050/
59When a new inmate enters the prison, the jail authority hand him over to the old inmates. Later, he is given facilities after
extorting money from him. Such inmates are tortured if they cannot pay.
60 The daily Jugantor, 01 March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/bangla-face/525549/
61 The daily Jugantor, 07 March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/last-page/528619/
62 The daily NayaDiganta, 07 March 2022; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/politics/648716/
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abroad), was granted bail by the High Court Division on 14 March after a
long period of detention in jail. However, she was released on 30 March due
to ‘delays’.64
27. There are also allegations that some of the detainees are dying due to the
inadequacy of doctors and a lack of medical facilities, as well as due to the
negligence of the prison authorities. Osman Sheikh (33) and Ansar Sheikh,
both inmates of Natore District Jail, were taken to Natore Sadar Hospital in a
critical condition on 17 March 2022 and were pronounced dead by on-duty
doctors.65
28. In the three months between January – March 2022, 26 persons reportedly
died in prisons due to ‘illness’.

Public Lynching
29. Deaths due to public lynching are not uncommon in Bangladesh. Lack of trust
in state institutions due to the dysfunctional justice system, impunity of law
enforcement agencies and corruption led to an increase in the tendency of
ordinary people to take the law into their own hands, leading to deaths in
mass beatings.
30. In the three months between January and March 2022, 13 persons were
killed in public lynching.
31. On 3 March 2022, three people were beaten on suspicion of being robbers in
Manikganj Sadar Upazila. Two of them died.66 On 9 March 2022, an old man
named Rahman alias Raham Ali (65) was beaten to death in Ulipur of
Kurigram District on suspicion of being a cattle thief.67

Freedom of Expression
32. As in the previous years, in the first three months of 2022, the authoritarian
government had severely violated the freedoms of speech, thought,
conscience and expression of the citizens. Due to the pressure on the media,
various incidents and occurrences of violations are not published, but they
have been published on social media. As a result, the government also
brought the social media under extensive surveillance. The Bangladesh
Telecommunication Regulatory Commission (BTRC) has drafted a new policy
called “Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission Regulation
2021” to control digital, social media and OTT platforms; most provisions in
the regulation are contrary to the Constitution and the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights.68 Similar to the Digital Security Act, this
regulation prohibits any content that “creates unrest or disorder or
deteriorates or advances to deteriorate law and order situation” or “is
The daily ProthomAlo, 30 March 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/সাংবাবেে-েেে-সাছরায়াছরর-নবাে-মুবক্তনিছয়ছেে
65 The Daily Star, 18 March 2022; https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/two-prisonersnaotre-jail-die-after-falling-sick-2985746
66 The daily Jugantor, 04 March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/news/526601/
67 The daily Jugantor, 11 March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/bangla-face/529439
68 New Age, 03 April 2022; https://www.newagebd.net/article/167160/proposed-btrc-measures-to-put-society-undersurveillance-tib
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offensive, false or threatening and insulting or humiliating to a person”. This
will severely curtail the freedom of expression and bring Private Service
Providers under scrutiny. Private Service Providers violating this regulation
can be fined up to BDT 3 billion under the BTRC Act, 200169 and punished
with up to five years of imprisonment.70

Repressive Digital Security Act, 2018
33. Citizens of different walks of life, dissenters, opposition leaders-activists and
ordinary citizens have been sued and arrested under the Digital Security Act
(DSA) for writing or ‘liking/sharing’ posts on social media criticising the
government, Prime Minister, leaders of the ruling party or their family
members, and senior police officials; and sent to jail. The Digital Security Act,
2018continues to be used against journalists. During this period, courts have
given punishment to the accused in cases filed under Section 57 of the
Information and Communication Technology Act, 2006 and the Digital
Security Act, 2018. Furthermore, the Digital Security Act has also been used to
accuse people of hurting ‘religious sentiments’. A research organisation
named the Center for Governance Studies studied 835 cases from January
2020 to January 2022, and found that 85% of the plaintiffs who filed cases
under the DSA were government leaders and activists. 95 of these cases have
been due to alleged defamation of the Prime Minister and 50 cases due to
alleged defamation of different ministers.71
34. In the three months of January-March 2022, a total of 17 people have been
arrested under the Digital Security Act, 2018.
35. Police arrested Swechchhasebak Dal72 leader Ibrahim Hossain on 21 January
2022, after a case was filed against him by Sub-Inspector Mohammad
Mazharul Alam for spreading defamatory information about the government
and courts on social media in Panchagarh.73 Juba Dal74 leader of Feni, Abu
Taher Kalu, was arrested on 20 February 2022 after a case was filed against
him by Safiqur Rahman Majumder, Joint Convener of Parshurampur Juba
League75, for allegedly posting and sharing various information on Facebook
against Inspector General of Police (IGP) Benazir Ahmed.76
36. On 3 March 2022, the police arrested Advocate Shahnewaz of Faridpur Bar
Association under the Digital Security Act, 2028 for allegedly ‘insulting’
former President Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, his daughters Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and Sheikh Rehana and Parliament member Nixon
Chowdhury, a relative of the Prime Minister, on Facebook.77 Furthermore, on
69
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19 February 2022, Judge Abdul Majid of the Rangpur Divisional Cyber
Tribunal ordered the police to send six leaders of the Gaibandha District unit
Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB), including its central Presidium
Member Mihir Ghosh, to jail when they appeared before the Tribunal in a
case filed under the Digital Security Act. Ataur Rahman, initiator of the Gidari
Union Digital Center, filed another case against these six men under the
Digital Security Act in the same incident.78 Harun Ur Rashid Edu and Ataur
Rahman filed a similar case against Gaibandha District organizer Golam
Sadeq Lebu of the Socialist Party of Bangladesh (BASAD-Marxist). On 3
March 2022, a judge of the Rangpur Divisional Cyber Tribunal ordered that
Golam Sadeq Lebu be sent to jail after he appeared in court in a case under
the Digital Security Act, 2018.79 It is to be mentioned that Gidari Union
Awami League-nominated Chairman candidate, Harun Ur Rashid Edu filed a
sedition case against the six men for a clash that occurred during the counting
of votes at Gidari Government Primary School polling centre in Gidari Union
under Gaibandha Sadar Upazila in the second phase of Union Council
elections on 11 November 2021.

Punished under the Information and Communication
Technology Act
37. On 9 January 2022, Judge Mohammad Ziaur Rahman of Rajshahi Cyber
Tribunal sentenced one Mohammad Sumon alias Abdul Matin, to 7 years
rigorous imprisonment in a case filed in 2016 under Section 57 of the
Information and Communication Technology Act (ICT Act), for threatening to
kill the family of one Shahidul Islam in Naogaon by identifying Sumon as a
member of an ‘extremist and militant group’.80 On 24 January 2022, the same
court sentenced a man named Abdul Mukit Raju to 10 years imprisonment
under Section 57 of the ICT Act for allegedly distorting the meaning of the
word ‘Awami’ and writing a status regarding this on Facebook. The case was
filed in 2017 by Saidur Rahman, President of Haripur Union unit Awami
League.81
38. On 20 January 2022, Dhaka Cyber Tribunal Judge Mohammad Ash Sams
Joglul Hossain sentenced Rashed Talukder to seven years imprisonment
under Section 57 of the ICT Act for spreading ‘obscene and vulgar’ remarks
about Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Facebook. The case was filed in 2016
by the police of Kalihati Police Station in Tangail.82
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Freedom of the media
39. Due to the gagging of freedom of expression, in most cases, journalists are
being forced to apply self-censorship. During this period, journalists were
attacked by pro-government miscreants while carrying out their professional
duties and a newspaper office was attacked. Many journalists are worried
about their safety in the face of threats from the ruling party leaders and
activists.83UN human rights experts have expressed concern over the lack of
justice for the murder of journalists in Bangladesh. They issued a statement on
the 10th anniversary of the murder of a journalist couple Sagar Sarwar and
Meherun Nesa Runy.84In a statement, UN human rights experts said that a
decade had passed since the killings of the two journalists, but no trial had yet
taken place. A terrible and widespread culture of impunity exists in
Bangladesh.85It is to be noted that Sagar Sarwar and Meherun Nesa Runy
were killed on 11 February 2012. The law enforcement agency has not been
able to file a charge sheet in this case. Time extensions are being sought for
submission of an investigation report every month. So far, this has happened
85 times already.86
40. Between January and March 2022, 46 journalists were injured, nine were
assaulted, three were arrested and four were threatened while carrying out
their professional duty.
41. On 2 February 2022, a court in Barisal ordered the jailing of five people,
including Shahidul Islam, the Chairman of Darial Union Parishad in
Bakerganj and Joint General Secretary of Bakerganj Upazila unit Awami
League, in a fraud case. Shahidul Islam’s supporters attacked the journalists
when they went to collect information and take pictures while the police were
taking the men into custody. At that time, attackers beat the journalists and
vandalised their cameras and motorcycles. At least 20 journalists were injured
in this incident.18 journalists were admitted to Barisal Sher-e-Bangla Medical
College Hospital with serious injuries.87
42. A group of miscreants attacked and vandalised the daily Shomoyer
Narayanganj office on 12 February 2022, for publishing news about the
murder of a school boy named Twaqi in Narayanganj, a well-known
incident.The miscreants also threatened to shoot and kill the Editor of the
newspaper. The miscreants were associates of Ajmeri Osman, son of late
Jatiya Party MP Nasim Osman (the brother of ruling Awami League MP
Shamim Osman). One of Ajmeri’s associates had already given a confessional
statement in court that Twaqi was killed under the leadership of Ajmeri
Osman.88
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Attackers vandalised computers in the daily Shomoyer Narayanganj newspaper office. Photo:
Prothom Alo, 13 February 2022

43. On 11 March 2022, a group of police led by Highway Police Sub Inspector
Hasan Ali seized a ‘tomtom’ (local vehicle) on the Dhaka-Sylhet highway at
Habubol in Habiganj and demanded a bribe of Tk 3,000 from the tomtom
driver. The police threatened to take the vehicle to the police station if the
driver did not pay. Upon receiving the news, Green Online News Portal
journalist Shadequr Rahman went to the spot and took pictures and tried to
gather information. Due to this the police got angry and arrested him and
beat him in public.89

Freedom of Assembly
44. In the first three months of 2022 too, the government used law enforcement
agencies and the leaders and activists of its student and youth organisations
to attack meetings and processions of the opposition political parties,
including BNP and other organisations, and harassed the participants. The
police and ruling party leaders and activists also obstructed and attacked
people who were distributing leaflets90, taking part in asymbolic hunger
strike91 and in human chains92 while celebrating Independence Day93 on 26
March. Opposition leaders and activists were injured in the attack, and the
police filed cases against them, arrested them and tortured them in custody
after taking them into remand.94 A large number of ‘anonymous persons’
have also been accused in all these cases filed by the police. 95 As a result, the
possibility of harassing ordinary people and political leaders and activists in
future still remains.
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45. On the occasion of Democracy Killing Day, on 5 January 2022, the police
baton-charged a human chain programme organised by BNP in Khulna. 20
BNP leaders and activists were injured in this incident.96
46. On 13 January 2022, an organisation called People’s Activists Coalition (PAC)
organised a rally in front of Shahbagh in the heart of Dhaka City, in protest of
the Chhatra League attack on a Qawwali programme at Dhaka University.
Police attacked the protest rally and charged at it with batons.97
47. Akbar Ali, Convener of Saidabad Union unit Juba Dal under Sirajganj Sadar
Upazila, was killed on 2 February 2022.Hashi Begum, his wife, filed a case
against 15 people including an Awami League leader, at Belkuchi Police
Station. BNP announced programmes across the country in protest of the
killing of Akbar Ali. On 5 February, the police attacked rallies in Sirajganj,
Jashore and Narayanganj, and baton-charged protesters.98

Police baton-charges Jubo Dal protest rally at Laldighipar in Jashore. Photo: Prothom Alo, 6 February
2022

48. On 25 February, Citizens’ Unity organised a public meeting at Bhatara in
Dhaka, demanding the resignation of the government and the formation of an
interim government. Police broke the stage before the meeting started and
attacked the central leader of the Citizen’s Unity who was in-charge of the
meeting.99
49. On 5 March, protest rallies staged in 10 upazilas were stopped when the
police and ruling party leaders and activists attacked them during the BNP’s
upazila-level programmes in protest of the rising prices of daily
commodities.100
50. On 11 March 2022, the Khalishpur-Daulatpur Jute Mill Joint Factory
Committee announced a protest rally in Khulna City demanding the
launching of state-owned jute mills, payment of arrears and withdrawal of
cases filed against Khalishpur Jute Mill workers. On the day before the
96
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programme, at around 2:30 pm on 10 March, the police came on an easy bike
to the road adjacent to Khulna Circuit House, in plainclothes, and picked up
Monir Hossain, President of Khalishpur-Daulatpur Jute Mill Joint Factory
Committee and Organizing Secretary of Khalishpur Jute Mill Workers Union.
Monir Hossain informed Odhikar that when he asked them for the reason
behind his arrest, the police abused him. He was first taken to the Khulna
Metropolitan Police (KMP) office and later detained at the Boyra Police
Outpost. He wanted to drink water but he was not given water till half past
two at midnight. Alamgir Kabir, General Secretary of the Committee, was also
arrested from the Khalishpur Jute Mill gate at around 8:00 pm on 10 March.
Both were taken to Khalishpur Police Station on 11 March at noon. After 29
hours of detention, they were released on 11 March at around 7:00 pm. Monir
Hossain also informed Odhikar that they had called a meeting in front of the
Khalishpur Jute Mill gate on 15 March with the same demand but the police
did not allow them to assemble.101
51. On 28 March 2022, the police in Narayanganj attacked a rally organised by the
supporters of a hartal called by the Left Democratic Alliance in protest of the
unbridled rise in prices of daily essential commodities and the rise in prices of
gas, electricity and water. The attack leftat least 15 people injured.102
52. On 31 March 2022,the police baton-charged and threw tear gas shells at
workers of Ruposhi, a garments factory, when they organised a protest rally
and blocked the Dhaka-Narayanganj Link Road demanding the payment of
arrears in Fatullah, Narayanganj.103

Persecution of opposition leaders and activists
53. Opposition leaders and activists have continued to be harassed by the
authoritarian government over the past three months. During this period,
opposition leaders and activists have been arrested and convicted in
fabricated cases. The government has launched sabotage cases, most of which
are false and fabricated, to crack down on opposition leaders and activists.
These cases have been identified as ‘ghost/fictitious cases’ 104. Before the 11th
Parliamentary Elections in December 2018, such cases were filed against the
leaders and activists of the opposition in different parts of the country. The
police of Jhikargachha Police Station arrested three BNP leaders and activists
in Jashore in a similar ‘ghost case’. It was learnt that the case was filed to oust
the opposition leaders and activists from the area ahead of the 16 January
2022 Jhikargachha Municipality polls. According to the police statement,
some unruly leaders and activists of the BNP gathered for destructive and
anti-government activities; and upon receiving such news, the police rushed
to the spot and arrested three persons while the rest of them fled the scene by
exploding crude bombs. Weapons were recovered from the detainees in front
of two witnesses. However, several people in the vicinity of the spot said that
101Information
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nothing like this had happened in the area at that time. They did not hear any
bomb explosion. Former Sports Secretary of Jhikargachha district unit
Bangladesh Chhatra League, Faruk Hossain and cotton-processing factory
worker Abdul Hai had been made witnesses in the incident. They said they
did not know anything about the incident.105 On 3 January 2022, the police
arrested Tajmeri SA Islam, a former teacher of Dhaka University and an
adviser to BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia, in a similar ‘sabotage’ case. On 11
September 2018, his name was included in the charge sheet for fighting and
attacking a vehicle with explosives, in a sabotage case filed with Uttara West
Police Station in Uttara, Dhaka.106
54. On 19 March 2022, the police arrested three BNP activists-Alamgir Hossain,
Mohammad Kaiyum and Babul Sheikh, on charges of obstructing police duty,
illegal rallies, anti-state activities and injuring the police in Nawabganj under
Dhaka District. Earlier, the police had registered a case against Dhaka District
unit BNP General Secretary Khandaker Abu Ashfaq and 27 other leaders and
activists of Nawabganj Upazila unit BNP, including many unnamed leaders
and activists. The police said they had all been charged and arrested for
holding the rally illegally.107
55. On 8 March 2022, Dhaka Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Hasibul
Haque sentenced members of Dhaka Metropolitan North unit BNP- Jahangir
Mollah, Ismail Hossain, Abu Bakkar and Mohammad Bachchu to two years of
imprisonment in a 2013 sabotage case filed with Badda Police Station in
Dhaka.108

Criminal Activities and Violence Committed by Ruling
Party
56. Apart from the repression against leaders and activists of the opposition,
misconduct and violence carried out by leaders and activists of Awami
League and its affiliated organisations are being done so in extreme
proportions. During this period various allegations of violence and criminal
activities, including illegal acquisition of wealth109, attacks on opposition
leaders and activists110 and handing them over to police111, extortion112,
kidnapping of women113, beating of a college teacher114, attacks on
university115 and college116 students, embezzlement of rice meant for poor
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people117, taking Khas land in one’s own name instead of giving it to poor and
landless people118, land grabbing119, illegal extraction of sand from rivers120,
atrocities against ordinary people121 and violence against women122 have been
made. Furthermore, leaders and activists of the ruling party have been
involved in clashes among themselves due to conflicts of interest.

Juba League leaders and activists vandalised the Upazila BNP office in Dumki of Patuakhali. Photo:
Samakal, 6 March 2022

Students protest against the beating of a student at Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University in
Mymensingh for not participating in Chhatra League politics. Photo: Jugantor, 1 March 2022

117

The daily Prothom Alo, 03 February 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/সসসসস-সসসসসসসসস-সসসস-সসসস-সসসসসসস-সসস-সসসসসস
118 The daily Prothom Alo, 10 February 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/সসসসসসসস-সসসসসসসসসসস
119 The daily Manabzamin, 11 March 2022; https://mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=319146&cat=9 and Jugantor, 12
March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/country-news/529925/
120 The daily Jugantor, 13 March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/bangla-face/530097/
121 The daily Manabzamin, 20 March 2022; https://mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=320309&cat=9/
122 The daily Naya Diganta, 17 March 2022; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/barishal/650940/

21

The poor, landless Pushpa Bepari of Gandharva village in Kaukhali did not receive land even after
applying for khas land. However, Titas Mandal, an owner of a two-storey building in Ujialkhan
village of Kaukhali, received khas land. Photo: Prothom Alo, 10 February 2022

A poor day labourer, Belayet Hossain, staged a hunger strike in protest of his land being grabbed by
Awami League party MP, Shawkat Hachanur Rahman Rimon, from the Borguna-2 constituency.
Photo: Manabzamin, 11 March 2022

57. Students Against Torture (SAT), a student platform of Dhaka University, held
a press conference on 28 February 2022, alleging that various forms of
harassment were being inflicted on students in country’s universities. In the
last five months, 18 students have been subjected to physical and mental
harassment in different residential halls of Dhaka University. Three
journalists and two photojournalists were also harassed. Leaders and activists
of Awami League-backed Chhatra League were involved in all these
incidents.123 It has also been alleged that some pro-government teachers of the
University have been sheltering Chhatra League leaders and activists.124
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Violence against Women
58. Perpetrators of violence against women are being acquitted in most cases due
to a dysfunctional justice system, and victims are being deprived from justice.
In the first three months of 2022, women and girls have been victims of
various forms of violence. There are allegations that leaders and activists of
the ruling party were involved in various forms of repression and violence
against women in the country.

Rape
59. One of the most horrific aspects of violence against women is rape, which has
increased tremendously in Bangladesh. A review of rape cases in the first
three months of 2022 shows that gang rape is on the rise. During this
reporting period, many rape victims were killed125 after being raped and
women and girls committed suicide after being raped or threatened with
rape.126 Miscreants gang raped a madrasa student after abducting her, a
housewife after tying up her husband and children127, and a child by
threatening to kill her parents128. Disabled women were not spared from rape
during this period.129 Women were gang-raped while traveling on a bus.130
Women and their relatives have been victims of violent attacks when they
resisted rapists.131 There has been an allegation of raping a woman after black
mailing her by secretly filming her and threatening to release the footage on
social media.132During this period, a survivor of gang rape suffered
psychological and emotional stress, which affected her mental balance.133
60. One of the main reasons behind the lack of justice is the non-cooperation of
the police. The family members of the victims were harassed at the police
station while filing complaints.134 In the last three months, the ruling party
leaders and activists were involved in rape135 and attacking protesting
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students136. A rape victim along with her family members fled the house after
filing a case against the ruling Awami League leader.137 During this reporting
period, influential persons/leaders of the ruling party of an area where a rape
occurred have also covered up the incident through informal arbitration.138

A victim and her family fled after seeking for a trial against the rapist Chairman and Awami League
leader Akhtauzzaman Bachhu at a press conference. Photo: Naya Diganta, 28 February 2022

Sexual harassment/stalking
61. In addition to rape, sexual violence has also increased alarmingly. Shailkupa
Upazila unit Juba League leader Abuzar Gifari Gaffar abducted a young
woman from Jhenaidah for not agreeing to marry him.139 Stalker Imran and
his accomplices attacked a schoolgirl’s house when her cousin protested
against the incident in Araihazar under Narayanganj District.140 A 10th grade
student named Shima141, and a housewife named Purnima142, committed
suicide in Shaturia under Manikganj District after having their pictures
posted on Facebook. A miscreant named Sohail killed a 4-year-old child in
Bhairab under Kishoreganj District as the mother did not agree to his indecent
proposal.143

Dowry-related violence
62. Violence against women over dowry demands has been rampant in the last
three months. Due to the non-receipt of dowry, incidents of violence like
burning144, beating145 and suffocating146 to death of women have taken place.
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Many women even committed suicide. Several victims of the killings and
violence were pregnant.
63. After failing to receive dowry, a housewife was killed and her body was
thrown into the water.147 Furthermore, in Laxmipur, a housewife’s head was
shaved after her hands and legs were tied by her husband and in-laws after
her failure to give more dowry.148 A housewife named Rokeya Begum had her
wrist severed by her husband Rafiq in Fatullah of Narayanganj.149 In Natore, a
housewife named Masura Begum and her three-year-old daughter Mahmuda
Khatun were killed by her husband Abdus Sattar for dowry.150

A housewife named Rokeya Begum had her wrist cut off by her husband Rafiq after failing to receive
one hundred thousand taka of dowry in Narayanganj. Photo: Jugantor, 20 January 2022

Acid violence
64. Acid violence continues due to the lack of proper implementation of the law.
In the first three months of 2022, almost all the victims of acid violence were
women and children. Naeem Mallick threw acid on his ex-wife Sathi Akhtar,
a garments factory worker in Saturia under Manikganj District. Sathi
succumbed to her injuries after 13 days.151 Although acid violence is an
extreme offence, most of the accused are reportedly being acquitted as the
allegations could not be substantiated. According to the Acid Crime
Prevention Act, 2002, cases are expected to be completed within 90 working
days, but the cases remain pending for years. As a result, victims are deprived
from justice.

India’s Interference with Bangladesh and Human
Rights Violations by BSF
65. The crisis of confidence of the incumbent Bangladesh government is severe as
it was not elected by the people and due to this, the government has adopted
a submissive foreign policy on various issues. Taking this opportunity, the
147
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Indian government has been implementing its own plans with vested
interests by imposing domination on Bangladesh and at the same time has
been committing human rights violations at the border to put pressure on
Bangladesh.152 In the first three months of 2022, members of the Indian Border
Security Force (BSF) continued to kill and torture Bangladeshi nationals at the
border areas. During this reporting period, the BSF also entered into
Bangladesh, violating international law.
66. On 12 January 2022, BSF members entered Bangladesh through Akhaura
border in Brahmanbaria District in defiance of international law, insulted
Bangladeshi citizens and opened the memorials of mass graves belonging to
freedom fighters who were martyred during the liberation war in 1971.153
67. On 9 February 2022, employees of the power department were pulling wires
through an electric pole in Patgram of Lalmonirhat district. At that time,
members of Umar Chan Outpost under 6 BSF Battalion, entered Bangladesh
with weapons, violating international border law, attacked the Bangladeshi
nationals living in the villages and obstructed the work of the power
department.154

BSF members illegally entered Dahagram Union under Patgram Upazila of Lalmonirhat. Photo:
Prothom Alo, 9 February 2022

68. On 26 February 2022, a BSF member, Dilip Kumar Sarkar, entered Bangladesh
with weapons and grenades through Dhamraihat border in Naogaon.155
69. From January to March 2022, four Bangladeshis were killed and 10 were
injured by the Indian Border Security Force (BSF). Among the 10 injured,
three Bangladeshi nationals were injured by BSF firing and seven were
tortured by BSF.
152The
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70. BSF members killed Bangladeshi nationals Maqbul Hossain at Sapahar border
in Naogaon on 8 January156, Faridul Islam at Roumari border in Kurigram on
13 February157, Liton Biswas at Daulatpur border in Kushtia on 5 March158
and Rezaul at Patgram border in Lalmonirhat on 17 March.159
71. On 27 February, a cowherd named Badal Hossain was tortured by BSF
members at Godagari border in Rajshahi district and left near the border. He
was admitted to a local hospital with serious injuries.160

Human Rights of the Rohingya Population
72. Myanmar’s shadow government (anti-junta national unity government) has
withdrawn its objections to the International Court of Justice’s (ICJ) trial161 of
the Myanmar military for committing genocide against the Rohingya
community. Aung San Suu Kyi, Myanmar’s then State Councilor, had earlier
objected to the trial while in power. However, when the military coup
overthrew Suu Kyi’s government on 1 February 2021, the position changed.
The shadow government has said that the atrocities committed by the
Myanmar Army against the Rohingyas need to be acknowledged by the ICJ.
This will pave the way for an end to the heinous crimes that the military junta
government is now committing.162
73. Meanwhile, the Myanmar government has finalised plans to commence the
repatriation of the Rohingyas. According to the plan, they will take back
about 700 Rohingyas. However, the Myanmar government has not mentioned
exactly when the repatriation process will begin. On 8 March 2022, State
Council spokeswoman Hla Thein told reporters that the Myanmar
government had made the final decision to formally accept more than 700
Rohingya Muslims into Rakhine state who had fled to Bangladesh.163
74. On 8 March 2022, about 300 Rohingya settlements were gutted in a
devastating fire at a Rohingyacamp in Ukhia under Cox’s Bazar District. A
three-year-old child was killed and 20 others were injured in the blaze. At
least 2,000 Rohingya refugees became homeless.164

Hindrance to Human Rights Activities
75. The persecution of Odhikar by the government, which started since the
Awami League came to power, continues in 2022.The trial against Odhikar’s
Secretary Adilur Rahman Khan and Director Nasir Uddin Elan commenced in
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158 The daily Naya Diganta, 06 March 2022; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/khulna/648397/
159 The daily Naya Diganta, 17 March 2022; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/rangpur/650936/
160 The daily Jugantor, 01 March 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/bangla-face/525552/
161A case was filed in the International Court of Justice in 2019. In that case, Myanmar was found guilty of violating the
1948 Genocide Convention.
162 The daily Jugantor, 3 February 2022; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/last-page/516100/
163 The daily Manabzamin, 11 March 2022; https://mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=319148
164 The daily Prothom Alo, 08 March 2022; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/সসসসসসসসসসসসসসস-সসসসসসসসসসসস-৩০০-ঘর -সসসস-সসস-১ -সসসসস-সসসসসস
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November 2021 at the Dhaka Cyber Tribunal in a case filed in 2013 under the
Information and Communication Technology Act, 2006 (amended in 2009).
76. In 2014, Odhikar submitted an application to the NGO Affairs Bureau
(NGOAB) under the Prime Minister’s Office to renew its registration.
However, as the registration was not renewed, Odhikar filed a Writ Petition
(No. 5402/2019) in the High Court Division Bench of the Supreme Court
comprising of Justice Syed Rifat Ahmed and Justice Md. Iqbal Kabir on 13
May 2019. The Bench issued a Rule to the NGOAB asking why the inaction of
the NGOAB should not be considered as unlawful and why the NGOAB
should not be instructed in accordance with the law, to renew the registration
of Odhikar since 2015. The NGOAB was asked to respond to the Rule within
two weeks, but the NGOAB did not take any action in this regard.
77. On 7 February 2022, the NGO Affairs Bureau sent a letter to Odhikar.
Although the content of the letter was related to the renewal of registration of
“Odhikar”, it irrelevantly wanted to know the names and full addresses of the
victims of extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances from 2009-2021.
In response to the NGOAB’s letter dated 28 February, Odhikar stated that the
issue of renewal of Odhikar’s registration was pending in the High Court
Division of the Supreme Court and there was no opportunity for Odhikar to
provide any information further on this matter outside the court. The next
day (1 March), the Attorney General’s Office, without informing Odhikar (the
Petitioner), hastily moved for Odhikar’s Writ Petition to be heard by a
Division Bench of Justice Mohammad Khasruzzaman and Justice Mohammad
Mahmud Hassan Talukder at the High Court Division of the Supreme Court.
It is to be noted that Odhikar has not been able to receive and use any foreign
funds since 2014 due to the non-renewal of its registration and the dormant
state of its bank accounts. As a result, Odhikar’s human rights activities are
severely hampered.
78. Surveillance of intelligence agencies on Odhikar has increased since the
United States imposed sanctions on the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) and
some of its former and current top officials on 10 December 2021. Members of
the state intelligence agencies linger in front of Odhikar’s Secretary Adilur
Rahman Khan’s law chamber and home, filming and photographing people
coming and going from there.
79. Human rights defenders (HRD) associated with Odhikar have been under
surveillance and subjected to various forms of intimidation and harassment
due to them speaking out about human rights violations and their contact
with family members of the victims. An HRD associated with Odhikar was
approached by members of RAB near his home on 26 February 2022, who
wanted to talk to him, but the HRD did not want to talk to them as it was late
at night. The RAB members left. On 6 March at around 12 o'clock in the night,
his frightened wife called him when he was working in the newspaper office,
and told him that some RAB members had come to their house to look for
him. When he called the RAB members on cell phone asking them to meet
him at day time, they left. At around 9:00 pm on 7 March, that same HRD was
called from his office to a dark place by a RAB member. There, another man
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claiming to be a member of RAB’s Intelligence Unit (name and designation
was not disclosed) wanted to know about his contacts with the victim-families
and the meetings organised by Mayer Daak, a network of the families and
relatives of the disappeared.
80. Abdul Kaium is an HRD associated with Odhikar and was arrested under the
Digital Security Act, 2018 on 11 May 2019. On 17 January 2022, the Judge of
Mymensingh Cyber Tribunal unilaterally framed the charges against Abdul
Kaium in the absence of his lawyer. Although Kaium’s lawyer was absent in
court, the Judge still noted down that Kaium’s lawyer was present at the time
of the Order.
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Recommendations
1. Immediate steps must be taken to establish democracy in Bangladesh by

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

forming an accountable government through free, fair and participatory
elections under a neutral interim government and initiatives should be taken
to prevent human rights violations by reconstructing the dysfunctional
institutions into effective, independent ones.
The UN Human Rights Council and the Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) must adopt a new mandate on Bangladesh to collect
evidence of gross human rights violations.
The current government’s interference with constitutional and state
institutions must be stopped. All political malpractice and violence must stop.
Rule of law must be restored under an independent Judiciary and justice
system.
Members of the law enforcement and intelligence agencies who are involved
in extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances and torture and inhuman or
degrading treatment, must be brought to justice.
The Torture and Custodial Death (Prevention) Act, 2013 should be
implemented and the directions of the High Court and the Appellate Division
in the case of BLAST and Others vs. Bangladesh and Others (2003) should be
followed to stop torture in remand. The government must ratify the Optional
Protocol to the UN Convention against Torture.
Disappeared persons must be returned to their families. The government
must accede to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons
from Enforced Disappearance and a domestic law is needed to criminalise
enforced disappearance.
Punishment should not be limited to departmental actions such as temporary
suspension, demotion or closure of members of law enforcement agencies
who are or have been involved in criminal offenses. Members of law
enforcement agencies involved in criminal offenses should be punished under
the current criminal laws of the land.
Legal action must be taken by investigating allegations of irregularities,
negligence and corruption against prison officials and all human rights
violations, including torture and ill-treatment of prisoners must stop.
The government must refrain from repressive and unconstitutional activities.
The right to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association must be
restored. The government should stop filing cases against ‘unidentified
persons’. Harassment and arrest of opposition leaders-activists and dissidents
must stop.All political prisoners, including protesters arrested during various
movements in Bangladesh, must be released immediately.
The government must stop interference with the media and respect freedom
of expression. All cases filed against human rights defenders, including
journalists should be withdrawn and the perpetrators who attacked
journalists must be brought to justice subject to a proper investigation. The
targeted ban on some print and electronic media must be removed.
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11. All repressive and abusive laws, including the Special Powers Act, 1974, the

12.

13.

14.

15.

Information and Communication Technology Act, 2006, Anti-Terrorism Act,
2009 and the Digital Security Act, 2018 should be repealed immediately.
In order to stop violence against women and children, the perpetrators must
be brought to justice and punished under prevalent laws. Arbitrations of
perpetrators of violence against women, including rapists, should be stopped
and the police should properly investigate and arrest the accused and bring
them to justice. Section 10 of the Suppression of Repression against Women
and Children Act 2000 (amended 2003, 2011) must be amended to include the
full and proper definition of ‘sexual harassment’ and ‘stalking’ as provided by
the High Court Division in the decision of BNWLA and Others Vs.
Bangladesh (2010).
The Indian Border Security Force (BSF) must stop all human rights violations,
including the killing and torturing of Bangladeshi citizens along the border
areas, and compensate the victims.India must abide by the border-related
Agreements and Memorandum of Understanding signed between the two
countries. India’s domination and aggressive behaviour towards Bangladesh
must cease.
Arrangements must be made for the repatriation of the Rohingya population
by establishing their full civil and political rights. The Myanmar military and
others responsible for the genocide against the Rohingya population must be
brought to justice by expediting the ongoing trial at the International Criminal
Court.
The ongoing state repression, intelligence surveillance and harassment on
human rights organisations and human rights defenders must cease. The case
filed against Odhikar’s Secretary Adilur Rahman Khan and its Director ASM
Nasiruddin Elan under the Information and Communication Technology Act,
2006 (amended in 2009) must be withdrawn. The NGO Affairs Bureau must
renew Odhikar’s registration.
---Email: Odhikar.bd@gmail.com, Odhikar.documentation@gmail.com
Website: www.Odhikar.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Odhikar.HumanRights
Twitter: @odhikar_bd

----Notes:
1. Odhikar seeks to uphold the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of the
people.
2. Odhikar documents and records violations of human rights and receives information
from its network of human rights defenders and monitors media reports.
3. Odhikar conducts detailed fact-finding investigations into some of the most
significant violations, with assistance from trained local human rights defenders.
4. Odhikar is consistent in its human rights reporting and is committed to remain.
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