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Foreword  
 
Since its inception in 1994, Odhikar has been relentlessly struggling to protect the 
civil, poli tical, social, economic and cultural r ights of the people. Odhikar, as an 
organisation of human rights defenders , has always sought to raise awareness of all 
human rights violations committed by the state and campaign for internationally 
recognized civil and poli tical rights, to protest and  prevent the state from violating 
human rights. Odhikar unconditionally stands by the victims of oppression and 
maintains no prejudice with regard to their political lean ings or ideological 
orientation and  it advocates for establishing protection and justice for victims of 
human rights abuses.  
 
Currently, a n authoritarian  government system is in place in the country and as a 
result human rights violations are common place. The biggest strength of Odhikar is 
the human rights activists and organisations in diff erent countries of the world and 
the human rights defenders associated with it all over the country. Odhikar also 
publishes report s every quarter, based on fact-finding, research, and reports sent by 
human rights defenders from  different districts of the c ountry and data published in 
various media. A summary of Odhikarõs quarterly reports for 2020 is included in this 
annual human rights report.  
 
Odhikar has been facing extreme state repression and harassment since 2013 due to 
its human rights activities. Despite the stateõs constant harassment and obstruction, 
the report highlights human rights violations in accordance with international 
human rights standards.  It is to be noted that due to the violation of freedom of 
expression and the practice of self-censorship by  the media, various human rights 
violations have not been reported at a normal pace. Again, victims were also afraid 
to disclose many serious incidents that have happened to them, for preserving their 
own safety. As a result, the incidence of actual human rights violations was possibly 
much higher than t he figures given in this report . 
 
Odhikar expresses gratitude to all human rights defenders at home and abroad, like-
minded organisations and well -wishers who have cooperated with and expressed 
solidarity with  Odhikar. Their cooperation and solidarity has strengthened the 
struggle of Odhikar against human rights abuses. 
 
To see the previous  human rights reports of Odhikar, please visit www. odhikar .org; 
Facebook: Odhikar .HumanRights ; Twitter: @odhikar_bd    

http://www.odhikar.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Odhikar.HumanRights/
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Executive Summary  
1. In April 2020, the full force of the COVID -19 pandemic hi t Bangladesh 

ushering in with it  widespread human rights violations , which are 
highlighted in this report. This report  reviews violations of civil and political 
rights, state repression, deprivation of the right to life  and other important 
human rights vio lations. Bangladesh has ratified eight of the nine key 
international human rights instruments, including the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights and the UN Convention against Torture. 
Bangladesh has also ratified the Rome Statute of the International Criminal 
Court.  The human rights situation in Bangladesh kept deterioratin g in 2020 
while the government ignored its treaty obligations . 

2. The Awami League government has introduced authoritarian rule in the 
country by systematically transforming  various important state institutions 
into subservient institutions , through politicis ation. The government has used 
these key institutions , such as the Election Commission, the Anti-Corruption 
Commission and the National Human Rights Commission , to implem ent its 
political agenda. There are even allegations that the government is controlling 
the judiciary. 1 The farcical parliamentary elections held in 20142 and 20183 
under the bias Election Commission have completely shattered the electoral 
system of Bangladesh. Voters did not show any interest in voting as they did 
not have confidence in the government, Election Commission; and the 
electoral system ð even in the by-elections and local government elections 
held in 2020. Most of the polling stations were foun d to be empty. As a result, 
the ruling party candidates ôwonõ through massive irregularities and fraud.  

3. Due to the failure of the Bangladesh government in taking  appropria te 
measures to control  the COVID-19 pandemic, the deadly corona virus  became 
widespread in the country  and the sad state of the health system in 
Bangladesh became apparent. Issues such as the right to health, protection 
and employment have been affected by lack of effective information and 
appropriate decisions centering on COVID -19. According to official estimates, 

                                                           
1
 In 2017, the Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs published a gazette of the Judicial Service (Disciplinary) 

Rules for the employment of judges of lower courts and Magistrates. The Service Rules states that matters relating to the 
discipline of subordinate judicial officers shall be regulated by the appropriate authority. Disciplinary Rules for the 
employment of judges of the lower courts were made by keeping the control of the lower judiciary in the hands of the 
government. 
2
 The Caretaker Government system was incorporated in the Constitution through the 13

th
 amendment to the Constitution, 

as a resuƭǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ hǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ !ǿŀƳƛ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мффп ŀƴŘ мффс ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 
the continuation of enmity, mistrust and violence between the two main political parties (BNP and Awami League). Later 
this system received a huge public support.  However, in 2011 the caretaker government system were removed unilaterally 
by the Awami League government through the 15

th
 amendment to the Constitution, without any referendum and ignoring 

the protests from various sectors; and a provision was made that elections were now to be held under the incumbent 
government. As a result, the farcical 10

th
 Parliamentary elections were held on 5 January 2014, despite the boycotting of 

this election by a large majority of political parties. The electioƴ ǿŀǎ ŦŀǊŎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ олл ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ мро atΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
declared elected uncontested even before the polling commenced.   
3
 During the 11

th
 Parliamentary elections on 30 December 2018, incidents of various irregularities, such as stuffing ballot 

boxes in most of the polling stations in the night before polling day; casting fake votes; voters being forced or coerced to 
ǾƻǘŜ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΤ ΨŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎΩ ǇƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎΤ ŀǊǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŎƛōƭȅ ƻǳǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘhe 
opposition party-nominated candidates; and intimidation of voters by supporters of the ruling Awami League-nominated 
candidates, election officials and members of law enforcement agencies, occurred. As a result, most of the people could 
not vote. https://www.ti -bangladesh.org/beta3/index.php/en/highlights/5749-2019-01-15-07-24-53  
 

https://www.ti-bangladesh.org/beta3/index.php/en/highlights/5749-2019-01-15-07-24-53
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513,510 people in Bangladesh have been infected with the corona virus until 
31 December 2020. Among them 7,559 have died.4 During this pandemic, 
corruption became rampant in the health and other sectors. Senior doctors 
were transferred or made ôofficers on special dutyõ (OSD) for protesting 
against corruption in the health sector.  

4. In 2020, the government severely curtailed freedoms of speech, thought, 
conscience and expression of citizens. During this period, the government 
brought social media under scrutiny.  People from different walks of life, 
including dissenters, writers, bloggers, opposition leaders -activists, teachers, 
lawyers, journalists, cartoonist, imam of a mosque and many others have been 
arrested and jailed under the repressive Digital Security Act , 2018 for 
critic ising the government's failure to deal with the Coronavirus outbreak, 
insulting ôreligious sentimentsõ and ôliking / sharingõ any post on social media 
about high-ranking members of the ruling party or their family members, 
ruling party MPs, ministers and even the Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. During this period,  the government has issued the Rules5 of this law 
with the aim of enforcing the Digital Security Act 2018 more strictly. Law 
enforcement officials and ruling party members  have filed lawsuits, and the 
courts refused to grant bail to those arrested under the Digital Security Act . 

5. Objective and impartial news publishing  has been disrupted as the 
government has put pressure on the media in various w ays. In most cases, 
journalists have reportedly been forced to apply self -censorship. The Digital 
Security Act 2018 has been widely used against journalists for publishing 
news. During this period, journalists were attacked by pro -government 
miscreants whi le carrying out their professional duties and false and 
fabricated cases were filed against them. The pro-opposition electronic and 
print media - Diganta TV, Islamic TV and Amar Desh - have been shut down 
by the government since 2013. BTRC blocked the daily Amar Desh, which 
was recently launched as an online news portal from London, UK .6 

6. In 2020, members of law enforcement agencies were again involved in various 
human rights violations, including enforced disappearances, extrajudicial  
killings and torture ð ignoring accountability. Ordinary people have been 
killed indiscriminatel y in the name of ôgunfight/crossfireõ. There have been a 
number of allegations against law enforcement and security members, 
including shooting to death7, torturing  to death in remand and forcing 
ôconfessionalõ statements through inhumane treatment 8, torture 9, extortion of 

                                                           
4
 Available at: https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/bangladesh/  

5
 Available at: 

https://bcc.gov.bd/sites/default/files/files/bcc.portal.gov.bd/page/bdb0a706_e674_4a40_a8a8_7cfccf7e9d9b/2020-10-
16-17-08-66d778e039591e0aa7302996e47f7216.pdf  
6
 AHRC statement, available at: http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-018-2020/ 

7
 The daily Prothom Alo, 4 March 2020; https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?pagedate=2020-3-

4&edcode=71&subcode=71&mod=1&pgnum=1&type=a 
8
 Jisa Moni (14), the daughter of Jahangir, a garment factory worker, of Deobhog in Narayanganj, went missing on 4 July 

2020. Jahangir filed a case with Narayanganj Sadar Police Station on 6 August. In this case, Sub Inspector (SI) Shamim 
Mohammad of Narayanganj Sadar Police Station arrested Khalil Majhi, Abdullah and Rakib. The men were tortured and 
forced to confess before the court that they had raped and killed the girl and then thrown her body in the Shitalakshya 
River in Narayanganj. On 23 August, relatives of Jisa Moni brought her to the police station alive. Khalil Majhi's father Abdul 
Gafur said that SI Shamim took Tk. 6,000 from them saying that he would not torture him in remand. However, SI Shamim 

https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/bangladesh/
https://bcc.gov.bd/sites/default/files/files/bcc.portal.gov.bd/page/bdb0a706_e674_4a40_a8a8_7cfccf7e9d9b/2020-10-16-17-08-66d778e039591e0aa7302996e47f7216.pdf
https://bcc.gov.bd/sites/default/files/files/bcc.portal.gov.bd/page/bdb0a706_e674_4a40_a8a8_7cfccf7e9d9b/2020-10-16-17-08-66d778e039591e0aa7302996e47f7216.pdf
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-018-2020/
https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?pagedate=2020-3-4&edcode=71&subcode=71&mod=1&pgnum=1&type=a
https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?pagedate=2020-3-4&edcode=71&subcode=71&mod=1&pgnum=1&type=a
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money by threats to kill in crossfire 10, filing false cases against innocent 
citizens by stuffing drugs in their pockets 11, arrests and imprisonment of 
innocent people instead of the main accused, harassment of and accusing 
child ren12 in criminal cases. 

7. In Bangladesh, the death penalty remains in criminal laws and the 
government has not shown any interest in abolishing the death penalty or 
even a moratorium.  Rather, the death penalty has been added as the 
maximum punishment in rape cases. Two people were executed in 2020 for 
murder . 

8. A dysfunctional justice system, impunity of  law enforcement agencies and a 
lack of trust in institutions due to corruption have led to a gro wing tendency 
for ordinary people to take the law into their own hands. There have been 
many incidents of public lynching  this year. Among those killed by mob 
beatings were night watchmen and day laborers. 

9. In 2020, leaders and activists of the Awami League and its affiliated  
organisations, Chhatra League and Juba League have been accused of 
attacking leaders-activists of opposition political parties , abducting, beating 
unive rsity teachers, atrocities on students and ordinary citizens , and 
committing various  acts of violence against women. Furthermore, leaders and 
activists of Awami League, Chhatra League and Juba League clashed with 
each other over conflicts of interest, which led to many casualties. Various 
lethal weapons, including firearms, have been used in these clashes.13 During 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
tortured his son during remand and forced him to confess in the court, under threat of crossfire. The daily Prothom Alo, 26 
August 2020; https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?mod=1&pgnum=6&edcode=71&pagedate=2020-08-26 
9
 In the evening of 3 June, a youth named Imran Hossain was returning home from Sabua Bazar area of Chaugachha Upazila 

under Jashore District on public transport. When the vehicle reached in front of Jashore University of Science and 
Technology, the policemen of Sajiali Outpost stopped it and started searching the bag of a boy sitting next to Imran. 
Fearing the police, Imran got out and ran. Police chased him and arrested him. He was then severely beaten by police and 
as a result, he fell unconscious. When he regained consciousness, the police told him they found Ganja in his pocket and 
arrested him. Later LƳǊŀƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ bŜǎƘŀǊ !ƭƛ ƎŀǾŜ ¢ƪ сΣллл ǘƻ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ LƳǊŀƴΦ LƳǊŀƴ ŦŜƭƭ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ and was 
ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ п WǳƴŜΦ 5ƻŎǘƻǊǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƳǊŀƴ IƻǎǎŀƛƴΩǎ ƪƛŘƴŜȅǎ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ōŀŘΦ IŜ 
has been undergoing dialysis. The daily Prothom Alo, 9 June 2020; 
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1661672/ New Age, 29 June 2020; 
https://www.newagebd.net/article/109760/hc-seeks-civil-surgeon-report-on-drug-test-of-torture-victim  
10

 On 29 January 2020, Sohail, a cloth merchant from Keraniganj under Dhaka district, was arrested by plain clothed 
members of the Detective Branch (DB) of Police, Sub Inspector Syed Mahmudul Islam, Assistant Sub Inspector Forhad Ali, 
Constables Mohammad Rajib Ahmed, Mohammad Sumon, Mohammad Abdul Jobbar, Mohammad Rashel and Mohammad 
Mojammel Hossain, from his shop in Kaliganj. He was taken to the Looter Char area, threatened with death in crossfire and 
then released after taking four hundred and fifty thousand taka from him.  Sohail filed a written complaint to the Dhaka 
District Police Superintendent seeking remedy for the incident. The Police Superintendent ordered the Officer-in-Charge of 
the DB Police, Nazrul Islam to investigate this matter. Later, according to the investigative report, the seven accused 
policemen were withdrawn from the DB and sent to the police line. The daily Jugantor, 31 January 2020; 
https://www.jugantor.com/country-news/273561  
11

 The daily Prothom Alo, 11 August 2020; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/ŐŋįŏŖŇķ-ĮŏīŞŏŇ-ġŁŇŏŖĿ-

ŸǡɺŏŇ-ŁŖŇ-ŁŒŐňŉŖĭ-ŋŏŖŜ ; The daily Naya Diganta, 11 August 2020; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/city/520731   
12

 Kamrul Islam Bachchu filed a case at Sadar Police Station on 24 May 2019 against Mohammad Shaon and Mohammad 
Shamim for allegedly beating his son Yadin Islam and robbing his money and belongings, in West Jhalokathi area. The 
investigating officer of the case, Sub Inspector (SI) Montu Mia of Jhalokathi Sadar Police Station, submitted a charge sheet 
in court against six-year-old Mohammed Shaon, after showing his age 28 years on the charge sheet. On 20 January 2020, 
when the child appeared in Jhalokathi District and Sessions Judge Court, the court acquitted the minor Mohammed Shaon 
from the case. The daily Naya Diganta, 21 January 2020; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/last-page/473886  
13

 The daily Prothom Alo, 18 July 2020; https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?pagedate=2020-7-
18&edcode=71&subcode=71&mod=1&pgnum=1&type=a  

https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?mod=1&pgnum=6&edcode=71&pagedate=2020-08-26
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1661672/
https://www.newagebd.net/article/109760/hc-seeks-civil-surgeon-report-on-drug-test-of-torture-victim
https://www.jugantor.com/country-news/273561
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/সিগারেট-খাওয়ার-অপরাধে-গ্রেপ্তার-পরে-পুলিশকে-সাড়ে
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/সিগারেট-খাওয়ার-অপরাধে-গ্রেপ্তার-পরে-পুলিশকে-সাড়ে
https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/city/520731
https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/last-page/473886
https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?pagedate=2020-7-18&edcode=71&subcode=71&mod=1&pgnum=1&type=a
https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?pagedate=2020-7-18&edcode=71&subcode=71&mod=1&pgnum=1&type=a
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this period, reported allegations of embezzlement of relief allocated for the 
poor affected by the coronavi rus pandemic, were found against leaders and 
activists of the ruling party . There have also been a number of clashes 
between the two groups in the ruling party over the relief effort.  

10. Reported allegations of irregularities, corruption and torture on inmates were 
leveled against officials and employees of the country's prisons and child 
development centres (detention centres for juvenile criminals). Many innocent 
citizens have been arrested and sent to jail due to corruption and impunity of  
members of law enforcement agencies. Prisoners fell ill in the prisons due to 
the humani tarian catastrophe caused by overcrowding in the pr isons during 
this period. Due to the inadequacy of the medical facility in  prisons and the 
shortage of doctors, most of the inmates have been deprived of medical 
treatment and many reportedly died. Many prisoners have been reported to 
be infected with COVI D-19 due to overcrowding and lack of proper 
sanitation.14 As with  prisons, juvenile detainees in child d evelopment centres 
have been subjected to various forms of torture and ill -treatment. These 
centres had one and a half times more inmates than their  offi cial capacity.15 
On 13 August, three juveniles of the Jashore Child Development Centre were 
killed and 15 others were seriously injured when 18 juvenile detainees, were 
tortured over a dispute about a haircut, by five officials of the Centre .16 

11. In 2020, the right to freedom of assembly of the opposition and dissidents 
continued to be curtailed.  During this period , the government continued to 
crack down on opposition leaders and activists, including  filing cases and 
making arrests. There were incidents of obstruction s and attacks on the rallies 
of the opposition political parties and organisations gathered with various 
demands to the government. Cases were also filed against those holding  
indoor meetings held by the opposition leaders and activists for allegedl y 
planning to carry out so -called ôsabotageõ. Many opposition leaders and 
activists were forced to seek political asylum abroad as a result of widespread 
repression on politics and freedom of expression. Relatives of Bangladeshi 
human rights activists Pinaki Bhattacharya, AKM Wahiduzzaman,  journalist 
Tasneem Khalil and blogger Asad Noor, who took  political asylum abroad, 
have been allegedly harassed by law enforcement officials in the name of 
questioning . 

12. In 2020, the condition of the workers was extremely precarious. During this 
period, workers in both the formal and informal sectors were subjected to 
various human rights violations. Due to the COVID -19 pandemic, workers 
engaged in various professions became unemployed during the ôgeneral 
holidayõ announced by the government (from 26 March ð 30 May 2020). As a 
result, they and their families had to suffer more economic hardship. At that 
time there was also reports of widespread corruption in relief distribution 

                                                           
14

 The Daily Star, 11 May 2020; https://www.thedailystar.net/coronavirus-live-update-23-prison-guards-2-inmates-test-
covid-19-positive-1901596   
15

 The daily Prothom Alo, 3 September 2020; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/Őŉ-̛ĥɳŞŀ-Ÿĭɮ˝ŖňŏŇ-

ġĲň-ľŉŏ  
16

 The daily Jugantor, 14 August 2020; https://www.jugantor.com/country-news/334817; the daily Naya Diganta, 16 
August 2020; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/first-page/521885  

https://www.thedailystar.net/coronavirus-live-update-23-prison-guards-2-inmates-test-covid-19-positive-1901596
https://www.thedailystar.net/coronavirus-live-update-23-prison-guards-2-inmates-test-covid-19-positive-1901596
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/শিশু-উন্নয়ন-কেন্দ্রগুলোর-অচল-দশা
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/শিশু-উন্নয়ন-কেন্দ্রগুলোর-অচল-দশা
https://www.jugantor.com/country-news/334817
https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/first-page/521885
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across the country. In addition, there were many incidents of closure of 
factories, layoffs and non-payment of wages. During this period, various 
factories, including ready -made garment factories, sugar mills and jute mills 
were closed. Workers in all these factories and in tea gardens staged 
demonstrations and rallies demanding closure of factories, layoffs and arrears 
of wages. Workers who were in protest of their legitimate  demands were 
attacked by the police and men associated with factory owners. A garment 
factory worke r was shot dead by police at that time.  

13. Although migrant workers have made a significant contribution to keeping 
the wheel of Bangladeshõs economy turning, they have been harassed at 
Bangladeshi airports after their return and have been detained and sent to 
jail .17  

14. As in previous years, women have been subjected to various forms of 
violence, but in 2020, during the COVID -19 pandemic, violence against 
women multiplied. Due to the pandemic many families became homebound 
and men and women jobless. The mounting frustrations, coupled with an 
ingrained patriarchal mentality , caused an increase in acts of violence against 
women. During this period, domestic violence, dowry related violence, rape 
and other forms of violence became widespread. Rape victims and their 
family members had to face various adversities. The rate of child m arriage has 
also increased. 

15. The political and economic influence of the Indian government on Bangladesh 
and the killing, torture and abduction of Bangladeshi nationals by the Indian 
Border Security Force (BSF) on the Bangladesh-India border continued  in 
2020. 

16. On 8 April 2020, the Myanmar Presidentõs Office issued a directive to comply 
with the UN Convention of Genocide and to preserve evidence of all violence 
committed in Rakhine State. However, during the ICC and ICJ investigations 
and after the order of the President of Myanmar, the attacks on Rohingyas in 
Rakhine State continued and many Rohingya fled the country and entered 
Bangladesh. On 26 May 2020, Human Rights Watch released new satellite 
images of Myanmar's Rakhine state. It found that a fire had broken out in the 
village of Let Kar in Rakhine State on 16 May and that about 200 houses had 
been destroyed. In 2020, a large number of Rohingya refugees tried to cross 
the dangerous sea route to go abroad. In April, m ore than 300 Rohingya, 
including 33 children floating in the sea, were rescued and sent to 
Bhasanchar. The families of the Rohingyas in Bhasanchar said they are being 
held there like prisoners without food and health care.  There are reports that 
some of the female Rohingya refugees were raped and sexually harassed.18 
Furthermore, some refugees have complained that they were beaten by the 

                                                           
17

 The daily Prothom Alo, 1 September 2020; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/ŐńŖŞļŀŏŅŖłŇļ-ūŤ-Ĵŀ-
ġŐńŃŏŋő-ǻŐŅĭŖĭ-ŸǡɺŏŇ-ŸľĮŏň-ŁŒŐňŉ  
18

 Human Rights Watch, 9 July 2020; https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/09/bangladesh-move-rohingya-dangerous-silt-
island ; The Guardian, 22 September 2020; https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/22/rohingya-refugees-allege-
sexual-assault-on-bangladeshi-island  

https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/ভিয়েতনামফেরত-৮১-জন-অভিবাসী-শ্রমিককে-গ্রেপ্তার-দেখাল-পুলিশ
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/ভিয়েতনামফেরত-৮১-জন-অভিবাসী-শ্রমিককে-গ্রেপ্তার-দেখাল-পুলিশ
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/09/bangladesh-move-rohingya-dangerous-silt-island
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/09/bangladesh-move-rohingya-dangerous-silt-island
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/22/rohingya-refugees-allege-sexual-assault-on-bangladeshi-island
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/22/rohingya-refugees-allege-sexual-assault-on-bangladeshi-island
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Bangladeshi authorities in Bhasanchar.19 On 4 December, the government 
relocated 1,64220 Rohingyas in the first phase and on 29 December, 180421 in 
the second phase to Bhasanchar from Kutupalong camp in Coxõs Bazar. The 
United  Nations and human rights organisations have long been opposed to 
the relocation of Rohingyas to Bhasanchar, saying that the Rohingya should 
not be sent there without considering necessary safety precautions if a cyclone 
occurs and the adequacy of the islandõs facilities.22 In addition, there is a 
shortage of medical facilities in Bhasanchar, according to Human Rights 
Watch.23 During this period 49 Rohingyas have been the victims of 
extrajudicial killings  as well. 

17. The state repression on Odhikar, which began in 2013, continued in 2020. In 
2014, Odhikar applied to the Bureau of NGO A ffairs under the Prime 
Ministerõs Office for renewal of its registration 24. It is yet to be renewed. The 
case filed against Odhikarõs Secretary and Director under the Information and 
Communication Technology Act 2006 (amended 2009) is still pending. In the 
face of such adversity, human rights defenders associated with Odhikar 
continue to work as volunteers because of their unwavering commitment to 
the protection of human rights. While collecting information about  torture in 
police custody, Hasan Ali , a human rights defender associated with Odhikar in 
Kushtia , was threatened with abducti on by the Superintendent of Police over 
a cell phone call. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
19

 Human Rights Watch, 9 July 2020; https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/09/bangladesh-move-rohingya-dangerous-silt-
island ; The Guardian, 22 September 2020; https://w ww.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/22/rohingya-refugees-allege-
sexual-assault-on-bangladeshi-island 
20

 The daily Prothom Alo, 5 December 2020; https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?pagedate=2020-12-
5&edcode=71&subcode=71&mod=1&pgnum=1&type=a 
21

 The Daily Star, 29 December 2020; https://www.thedailystar.net/rohingya-crisis/news/1772-rohingyas-leave-ctg-bhasan-
char-2018993   
22

 BBC, 25 January 2020; https://www.bbc.com/bengali/news-47003349  
23

 Human Rights watch, 3 December 2020; https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/03/bangladesh-halt-rohingya-relocations-
remote-island   
24

 On 13 May 2019, Odhikar filed a Writ Petition (numbered 5402/2019) to the High Court Division of the Supreme Court; 
the court issued a Rule upon the NGO Affairs Bureau as to why the inaction of the Respondent to grant renewal of 
registration, pursuant to application made by the Petitioner dated 25.09.2014, shall not be declared to be without lawful 
authority and of no legal effect; and why the Respondent shall not be directed to renew registration of the Petitioner from 
2015 onwards in accordance with law. The Rule was made returnable within 2 (two) weeks. The NGO Affairs Bureau has 
not taken any step regarding renewal of OdhikarΩǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/09/bangladesh-move-rohingya-dangerous-silt-island
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/09/bangladesh-move-rohingya-dangerous-silt-island
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/22/rohingya-refugees-allege-sexual-assault-on-bangladeshi-island
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/22/rohingya-refugees-allege-sexual-assault-on-bangladeshi-island
https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?pagedate=2020-12-5&edcode=71&subcode=71&mod=1&pgnum=1&type=a
https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?pagedate=2020-12-5&edcode=71&subcode=71&mod=1&pgnum=1&type=a
https://www.thedailystar.net/rohingya-crisis/news/1772-rohingyas-leave-ctg-bhasan-char-2018993
https://www.thedailystar.net/rohingya-crisis/news/1772-rohingyas-leave-ctg-bhasan-char-2018993
https://www.bbc.com/bengali/news-47003349
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/03/bangladesh-halt-rohingya-relocations-remote-island
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/03/bangladesh-halt-rohingya-relocations-remote-island
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Statistics: January-December 2020* 

Type of Human Rights 
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Total 

Extrajudicial 

killings 

Crossfire 21 24 28 12 27 28 48 2 0 3 1 2 196 

Torture to death 1 2 3 2 2 1 1 1 2 2 0 2 19 

Shot to death 1 0 5 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 8 

Beaten to death 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

Total  23 26 38 14 29 29 51 3 2 5 1 4 225 

Enforced Disappearances 6 3 2 1 0 3 5 5 3 0 3 0 31 

Death in Jail 4 6 7 2 5 9 6 4 9 5 9 10 76 

Death 

Penalty 

Sentenced to 

death 
33 28 18 0 0 0 0 5 48 15 23 48 218 

Execution of 

death sentence 
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 

Human 

rights 

violations 

by Indian 

BSF 

Bangladeshis 

Killed 
13 3 0 2 1 6 3 4 4 5 2 8 51 

 Bangladeshis 

Injured 
4 2 0 7 0 4 1 1 0 6 0 2 27 

Bangladeshis 

Abducted 
1 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 7 

Total  18 5 2 9 1 10 4 7 5 11 3 10 85 

Attack on 

journalists 

Injured 1 6 6 21 5 1 4 9 4 3 7 7 74 

Assaulted 3 5 1 2 5 2 3 0 6 0 1 3 31 

Attacked 0 2 0 5 0 5 0 1 3 3 4 5 28 

Threatened 0 0 4 3 1 0 2 1 1 1 1 3 17 

Total  4 13 11 31 11 8 9 11 14 7 13 18 150 

Political 

violence 

Killed 0 5 6 6 7 7 10 7 2 10 9 4 73 

Injured 209 132 146 173 247 129 204 301 275 359 200 508 2883 

Dowry related violence against 

women 
16 8 12 8 11 21 22 9 23 32 23 14 199 

Rape 

Girl under the age 

of 18 
68 78 59 55 48 80 70 69 94 200 47 51 919 

Women 27 39 28 29 41 44 41 51 52 158 27 40 577 

Age could not be 

determined 
0 2 0 0 5 3 3 10 2 11 5 1 42 

Total  95 119 87 84 94 127 114 130 148 369 79 92 1538 

Sexual harassment /Stalking of 

females  
11 15 13 8 12 15 10 12 14 24 11 12 157 

Acid violence 0 3 1 0 3 5 3 3 3 3 7 2 33 

Public lynching 6 2 4 3 2 6 4 3 3 1 5 1 40 

Arrest under Digital Security Act 

2018 ** 
5 4 5 37 27 18 8 2 8 4 17 7 142 

Arrest under ICT Act 0 0 1 2 2 1 3 0 0 1 2 1 13 

* Statistics of some issues have been updated 

** The cases of arrests under the Digital Security Act 2018 that are documented are those where the 
presentations/statements in question are considered critical against high officials of the government and their 
families. Besides some people were arrested under this Act as they have critical religious views  
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A. Constitutional and State Institutions  
1. The Awami League government has almost blocked the way for the victims to 

get justice, by systematically transforming various important state institutions 
of the country into their subservient institutions through politicization. The 
government has used various important state institutions su ch as the Election 
Commission, the Anti -Corruption Commission and the National Human 
Rights Commission to implement its political plans. There are even 
allegations that the government is controlling the judiciary. 25  

 
Independence of the Judiciary  

2. Ever since the Awami League came to power in 2009, the Awami League led 
government has begun to wield considerable influence over the judiciary. 
There are allegations that the government established full authority over the 
Judiciary after retaining power through  the two highly controversial elections 
of 2014 and 2018. In 2017, the Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary 
Affairs published a gazette of the Judicial Service (Disciplinary) Rules for the 
employment of judges of lower courts  and Magistrates. The Service Rules 
states that matters relating to the discipline of subordinate judicial officers 
shall be regulated by the appropriate authority . Disciplinary Rules for the 
employment of judges of the lower courts were made by keeping the control 
of the lower judi ciary in the hands of the government.26 As a result, the 
government has put pressure on the Judiciary, both to protect its party leaders 
and activists, and also to create obstacles for the leaders and activists of the 
opposition to get justice. Below is an example of government pressure on the 
Judiciary  from 2020 : 

The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) filed three cases in 2019 against Pirojpur Awami 
League president and former parliamentarian AKMA Awal , for allegedly occupying 
government property. In one of the cases, both Awal and his wife and District chief of the 
Mahila Awami League27, Laila Parvin, were accused. In the case, Awal and his wife were 
granted an eight-week interim bail by the High Court Division of the Supreme Court. When 
the bail expired, on 3 March 2020, they appeared in the court of Pirojpur District and 
Sessions Judge Abdul Mannan and sought bail. After the hearing, the court rejected their bail 

                                                           
25

 The 16
th

 amendment was passed on 17 September 2014 ς empowered parliament to dismiss Supreme Court judges if 
allegations of incapability or misconduct made against them were found true. However, the ŀǇŜȄ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ 
for removing judges has been initiated, and Supreme Judicial Council (SJC) and clauses 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of Article 96 of the 
Constitution restored, with the amendment being scrapped. Dhaka Tribune, 1 August 2017; 
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/court/2017/08/01/full-text-16th-amendment-released/  
26

 Former Chief Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha wanted to bring Article 116 of the Constitution of 1972 back into the present 
Constitution. Article 116 of the 1972 Constitution stated that transfer of Judges and Magistrates, selection of workplace, 
leave and disciplinary matters of the subordinate courts would be laid before the Supreme Court. The government 
submitted a draft Service Rules for the subordinate courts, to the Supreme Court, but former Chief Justice sent this draft 
back to the government with his objections. On 14 March 2017, while hearing this matter, the Appellate Division of the 
Supreme Court commented that the Judiciary is being made reliant. Due to such reasons, the government became 
annoyed with the Chief Justice, which allegedly put in motion events that forced him to leave the country and resign. After 
the resignation of Justice S K Sinha the government easily published a gazette notification of this Rules, on 11 December 
2017, through the Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs. It is mentioned in the Service Rules that disciplinary 
and related ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŎƻǳǊǘ WǳŘƎŜǎκƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ Σ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Ministry or Department responsible for service administration, authorised by the President or Rules of Business prepared 
in accordance with Article 55(6) of the Constitution. 
27

 ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ²ƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǿŀƳƛ [ŜŀƎǳŜΦ 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/court/2017/08/01/full-text-16th-amendment-released/
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and ordered that they be sent to jail. After passing this Order, the Law Ministry withdrew the 
District and Sessions Judge Abdul Mannan from Pirojpur and ordered him to be attached as 
Officer on Special Duty (OSD) in Dhaka. In the afternoon, Abdul Mannan was replaced by 
Acting District and Sessions Judge Nahid Nasrin. She granted bail to Awal and his wife.28 

 
Election Commission and Electoral system 

3. The Awami League government and the Election Commission have 
completely destroyed the electoral system by depriving the people of thei r 
right to vote in all  elections held during their tenure , including the  10th 
Parliamentary  elections on 5 January 2014 and the 11th Parliamentary elections 
on 30 December 2018. The people have lost confidence in the government and 
the electoral system as government party supporters voted on the eve of the 
election and government party leaders and activists at many polling centres 
prevented the people from voting  on election day. As a result, most of the 
people abstained from voting and the polling stations were found to be 
empty. Bangladesh is a party29 to the United Nations Co nvention on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR). Article 25(b) of the ICCPR states it is everyoneõs 
right:  òTo vote and to be elected at genuine periodic elections which shall be 
by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret ballot, 
guaranteeing the free expression of the will of the electors.ó This has been 
grossly violated by  ignoring a free and fair electoral system. Apart from 
destroying the electoral system, there are also allegations of massive financial 
irregularities, corruption and mis conduct against the current Election 
Commission.30 

4. In 2020, several by-elections to the Jatiya Sangsad (National Parliament)  and 
local government elections, including the two city corporations in Dhaka, 
were held amid various irregularities, including unila teral control of polling 
centres by the ruling party leaders and activists , ôcapturingõ of the polling 
stations and expulsion of opposition  candidatesõ polling agents. Despite the 
COVID -19 pandemic in Bangladesh since March 2020 and the debilitating 
floods in th e country since the beginning of July, the Election Commission has 
conducted several by-elections on the pretext of ôfollowing the Constitution õ. 
Although most of the voters abstained from voting, the ruling party Awami 
League won by exerting unlawfu l influence on the elections.31 During the 
elections, most of the polling stations were empty of voters.  However,  the 
Returning Officers under the  governmentõs subservient Election Commission 
overstated the turnout to make such voter less elections acceptable.32 

5. On 13 January 2020, during the Jatiya Sangsad by-election of Chittagong-8 
constituency33, the polling stations were occupied and controlled from 

                                                           
28

 The daily Prothom Alo, 4 March 2020; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1642925 
29

 Bangladesh acceded to the ICCPR in 2000.  
30

 The Daily Star, 19 December 2020; https://www.thedailystar.net/country/news/42-eminent-citizens-urge-president-
constitute-supreme-judicial-council-probe-corruption-allegations-2013881     
31

 The daily Prothom Alo, 27 February 2020; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1637653  
32

 The daily Naya Diganta, 16 July 2020; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/last-page/515558/ĢĴ  ̋ 
33

 This by-ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ aƻƛƴǳŘŘƛƴ YƘŀƴ .ŀŘŀƭΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ W{5Σ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜŘ 
political parties.  

https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1642925
https://www.thedailystar.net/country/news/42-eminent-citizens-urge-president-constitute-supreme-judicial-council-probe-corruption-allegations-2013881
https://www.thedailystar.net/country/news/42-eminent-citizens-urge-president-constitute-supreme-judicial-council-probe-corruption-allegations-2013881
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1637653
https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/last-page/515558/আজগু
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morning , by the ruling party leaders and activists. 34 In this election, the 
Awami League candidate won throu gh various irregularities, including 
intimidation of general voters by exploding crude bombs outside the polling 
centers and by preventing entry or forcibly ousting polling agents of the BNP -
nominated candidate from the center.35 

6. On 1 February 2020, the Dhaka North and Dhaka South City Corporation 
elections were held under the control of the ruling party leaders and activists. 
On polling day, the ruling party activists wearing badges of the government 
party (Awami League) symbol ôboat,õ unilaterally took control of the polling 
booths and outside the centres, by ousting polling agents of the BNP 
nominated candidates from almost all polling centres.36 Awami League and 
Chhatra League leaders-activists threatened voters to leave after some voters 
gathered outside the Manipur High School polling centre at 8:00 am. 37 The 
ruling party activists stayed inside the Narinda Mahila Samiti Government 
Primary School polling centre at 11:00 am, closing the door of the menõs 
polling booth. Voters alleged that they had to vote o penly as per their 
direction s. Humayun Kabir, the presiding officer of this polling center, said 
that he was helpless and there was nothing he could do. The Awami League 
activists beat a voter who was with his disabled child, dragging him away 
from the pol ling center as he voted for ôsheaf of paddyõ (BNP candidate) in 
Naznin School and College polling centre.38 

7. By-elections were held in Bogura-139 and Jashore-640 parliamentary 
constituencies on 13 July 2020. The BNP boycotted the polls in Bogura. Voter 
turnout  was very low in Bog ura-1 constituency. No polling agents other than 
that of the Awami League nominated candidate  were seen at every polling 
station.41 The Returning Officer said that 46 percent votes were cast in this 
constituency even though the centers were vacant.42 Apart from polling 
agents of Awami League nominated candidate Shahin  Chakladar, no other 
candidateõs agents were seen in the polling stations of Jashore-6 constituency 
either. Despite the low voter turnout, the returning officer said that 63 p ercent 
votes were cast in Jashore-6 constituency.43 

                                                           
34

 New Age, 14 January 2020; https://www.newagebd.net/article/96531/al-wins-ctg-by-polls-amid-intimidation-rigging  
35

 The daily Naya Diganta, 14 February 2020; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/first-page/472056 
36

 The daily Prothom Alo, 2 February 2020; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1637653 
37

 The daily Manabzamin, 2 February 2020; https://www.mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=211191 
38

 The daily Manabzamin, 2 February 2020; https://www.mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=211158  
39

 The seat became vacant when the Member of Parliament from this constituency, Adul Mannan died on 18 January 2020. 
40

 The seat became vacant when the Member of Parliament from this constituency, Ismat Ara Sadeq died on 21 January 
2020. 
41

 The daily Prothom Alo, 14 July 2020; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1668894/ 
42

 The daily Naya Diganta, 16 July 2020; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/last-page/515558/  
43

 The daily Naya Diganta, 16 July 2020; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/last-page/515558/ĢĴ  ̋ 

https://www.newagebd.net/article/96531/al-wins-ctg-by-polls-amid-intimidation-rigging
https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/first-page/472056
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1637653
https://www.mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=211191
https://www.mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=211158
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1668894/বগু
https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/last-page/515558/
https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/last-page/515558/আজগু
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A voter-less polling station in a by-election for Bogura-1 constituency.Photo: Manabzamin, 14 July 2020 

 

 
A voter-less polling station at Hatphulbari in Sariakandi, Bogura. Photo: Inquilab, 14 July 2020 

 

 
A young man is casting a vote in the open in the by-election of Bogura-1 constituency at Dhap Government 

Primary School polling centre in Sariakandi Upazila. Photo: Prothom Alo, 15 July 2020 
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8. On 17 October 2020, soon after the beginning of by-elections of Dhaka-5 
constituency, Awami League supporters allegedly removed the polling agents 
of the BNP nominated candidates from Sanarpar Rustam Ali High School and 
Phulkoli Primary School, Vamuil Ideal School, Haji Adarsha Moazzem Ali 
High School, number 146 and 149 polling centres in Ward No. 66 and number  
185 polling centre in Ward number  70 (Amulia Government Primary School) 
and Della, Sarulia Dagair Darus Sunnat Fazil Madrasa polling centres, in front 
of the police.44 During the voti ng, the police did not allow  journalists to enter 
the Donia University College polling Cent re at 11 am.45 In the by-election of 
Naogaon-6 constituency held on 17 October, the polling centres and the 
adjacent areas were also occupied by the leaders and activists of the ruling 
party. 46 

 

In the by-election of Dhaka-5 constituency, two persons are voting inside one booth in front of the Assistant 
Presiding Officer of Matuail Girls High School. Photo: Prothom Alo, 18 October 2020 

 

9. In the by-election of Dhaka-18 constituency47 held on November 12, the 
polli ng centres were seen surrounded by Awami League activists and 
supporters in the presence of members of law enforcement agencies. Voter 
turnout was very low in these centres. Police prevented journal ists from 
entering the women's polling station at Kishalay Academy School in Turag.  
Members of the police on duty said they were instructed not to allow 
journalists to enter the polling centres. Police and Awami League leaders and 
activists also blocked journalists from entering the male polling centre of 
Sher-e-Bangla Model School in Turag.48 BNP candidate Mohammad Selim 
Reza, in the by-election of Sirajganj-1 constituency, alleged that the leaders 
and activists of the ruling Awami League had expelled his a gents from the 
polling stations.49 

                                                           
44

 The daily Manabzamin, 17 October 2020; https://mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=247102 
45

 The daily Naya Diganta, 17 October 2020; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/politics/535927/ 
46

 The daily Prothom Alo, 18 October 2020; 
https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?mod=1&pgnum=16&edcode=71&pagedate=2020-10-18 
47

 The seat became vacant when the Member of Parliament from this constituency, Sahara Khatun died on 9 July 2020. 
48

 The daily Prothom Alo, 12 November 2020; https://www.prothomalo.com/politics/ŃŏģŖŇ-ŐńŜ-ŸńļŖŇ-łŏĞĭŏ 
49

 The daily Prothom Alo, 12 November 2020; https://www.prothomalo.com/politics/ŐŋŇŏĴįȹ-Ť-ĥŁŐŀŃƨŏĲŀ-ǳĽŅ-ŤŨ-

ŐŅŐŀŖķ-Ÿńŏķ-ŁŖŜŖĳ-Ťţȃ 

https://mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=247102
https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/politics/535927/
https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?mod=1&pgnum=16&edcode=71&pagedate=2020-10-18
https://www.prothomalo.com/politics/বাইরে-ভিড়-ভেতরে-ফাঁকা
https://www.prothomalo.com/politics/সিরাজগঞ্জ-১-উপনির্বাচন-প্রথম-১৫-মিনিটে-ভোট-পড়েছে-১০টি
https://www.prothomalo.com/politics/সিরাজগঞ্জ-১-উপনির্বাচন-প্রথম-১৫-মিনিটে-ভোট-পড়েছে-১০টি
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A view of the IES School polling centre at Sector 5 in Uttara during the by-election of Dhaka-18 constituency. 
Photo: Prothom Alo, 12 November 2020 

10. Elections in 10 Zila Parishads, 4 Upazila Parishads, 7 Municipalities and 71 
Union Parishads were held on 10 December. During the election clashes, 
vandalism and attacks on journalists at various places occurred. On 9 
December, the day before the election, a young man named Khaledur 
Rahman Tito was killed when supporters of th e Awami Leagueõs ôrebel 
candidateõ attacked supporters of the Awami League nominated candidate for 
the post of chairman of the Bagharpara Upazila Parishad in Jashore.50 

11. The Election Commission also decided to hold municipality elections in five  
phases across the country. On 22 November, the Election Commission 
announced the schedule for the first phase of the municipality elections to 25 
municipalities  to be held on 28 December.51 Awami League leaders and 
activists have been accused of attacks and obstructing  the campaign of the 
opposition BNP and independent candidates before the election. Members of 
law enforcement agencies also harassed BNP leaders and activists, and their 
polling agents were intimidated and arrested.  In this situation, the opposition 
BNP and independent mayoral candidates were not able to campaign 
although the Awami League -nominated candidates were able to do so.52 In 
the first phase of elections in 24 municipalities53 held on 28 December with 
numerous irregularities, including  ousting pollin g agents of the opposition 
parties and independent candidates from the polling centres, fingerprints on 
the electronic voting machine (EVM)  not matching voter IDõs, preventing 
journalists from collecting information, ôcapturingõ the polling centres and 
forcefully casting votes for Awami League  candidates. Panic was created in 
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many municipal areas before the voting.  Many voters did not go to the 
polling stations out of fear and candidates could not stay in the election 
field. 54 Awami League leaders and activi sts occupied all the polling centres in 
Dhamrai M unicipality of Dhaka district within  two to three hours of the 
beginning  of polling.  In all these centres, the voters could cast their votes for 
the councilors only by secret ballot, but not for the mayor. The Awami League 
leaders and activists ousted voters and cast votes for the mayor.  Zaheer 
Raihan, a staff reporter of the daily Prothom Alo, was stopped from taking 
pictures of irregularities and fraud in Hujuritola Collegiate School polling 
centre under Dhamrai Municipality. The presiding officer of this centre, 
Azizul Haque, snatched away his cell phone and handed it over to an Awami 
League activist.55 

 
Two people peeking into a booth when a voter was casting his vote in Dhamrai Government College polling 

centre in Savar. Photo: Prothom Alo, 29 December 2020 

Corruption and  the Anti Corruption Commission  

18. Corruption is rampant in the country  and 2020 was no exception. During the 
COVID -19 pandemic, leaders and activists of the ruling party embezzled56 
relief al located for the extremely poor people of the country and allegations of 
massive looting and corruption in the health sector have also been found.57 
Lack of accountability has led to allegations of looting, illegal trade, tender 
bidding, extortion, money lau ndering and stock market manipulation by 
members of the ruling party leaders -activists, persons with various 
professions affiliated with the government and government officials , in the 
name of ôdevelopmentõ. All this  illegally earned wealth is believed to have 
been smuggled abroad. There are allegations that the government has 
patronised leaders and activists of the ruling part y and pro -government 
business persons and offi cials involved in these looting corruption and money 
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laundering activities.58 According  to a report by the US-based international 
company Global Financial Integrity (GFI), about 4 lac crore taka (5 thousand 
and 270 crores dollars)  has been laundered abroad from Bangladesh in the 
last seven years, with an average of 64 thousand crore taka every year.59 

12. As per the law, the Anti -Corruption Commission 60 (ACC) is supposed to 
work as an independent and impartial body to curb corruption, but in reality, 
the ACC has not been able to take any effective action. Under  the pressure of 
the ruling party, th e ACC has become a subservient institution, which is 
reflected in its various activities.  Although the ACC has investigated the 
corruption of Members of Parliament belonged to the ruling party, local 
government representatives belonging to Awami League, in fluential 
politicians, government officials and even bureaucrats in some cases, it is 
alleged that most of the accused in these cases have since been acquitted. For 
example, the Anti -Corruption Commission  filed a case against Thakurgaon 
Sadar Upazila Project Implementation Officer Golam Kibria, Sadar Upazila 
Food Controller Biplob Kumar Singh Roy, Officer -in-Charge of Sadar Food 
Warehouse Sahab Uddin, Officer-in-Charge of Gareyahat Food Warehouse 
Maidul Islam, Shibganj Food Warehouse officer-in-charge SM Golam Mostafa 
and Dholarhat Union Parishad chairman and Awami League leader Simanta 
Kumar Barman, for allegations of embezzlement of rice under government 
project (Thakurgaon Deputy Commissioner allotted 217 metric tons of rice for 
Waz Mahfil in mosques, wor ship in temples and food for orphans in Madrasa 
orphanages). However, the ACC recommended withdraw ing the case on the 
pretext that the amount embezzled was ôlittle õ and the accused were 
ôrespectedõ persons.61 On the other hand, the Commission has continued the 
legal processes, including investigation and filing of cases , against leaders of 
the (out of parliament) opposition party BNP. Transparency International, 
Bangladesh (TIB) reported in a research report on 25 February 2020 that the 
Anti -Corruption Commi ssion had a sword against the opposition, but was 
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flexible in the case of those in power. The Commission is being used 
politically as a whole. 62 

National Human Rights Commission 

13. Despite widespread human rights violations in the country in 2020, the 
National  Human Rights Commission (NHRC) 63 has not been seen to take any 
action in this regard.  As in the past, the NHRC has been accused of various 
controversial activities and of being subservient to the government. Citizens of 
different walks of life in the count ry are being sued and arrested under the Digital 

Security Act 2018, for publishing  information criticizing the government and 
ruling party elites and for criticizing t he failure of the government  to control 
the COVID -19 pandemic, flaws in the health system and massive 
irregularities in the distribution of relief , on social media. At the same time, 
various human rights violations, including disappearances, extrajudicial 
killings and torture  took place in the country, but the National Human Rights 
Commission has remained silent on these matters. This is not uncommon for 
the NHRC. 

On 24 June 2020, a bench comprising of Justice Sheikh Hassan Arif and Justice Rajik Al Jalil 
of the High Court Division of the Supreme Court, passed a judgment on a Writ Petition filed 
in 2013 regarding violence against a housemaid named Khadija in Mirpur, Dhaka.64 The 
High Court commented that, òThe National Human Rights Commission has shown extreme 
incompetence in fulfilling its responsibilities to prevent human rights violations and the 
Commission is sleeping with eyes wide openó.65 

 

B. Repression of State Security Forces and Impunity  

Extrajudicial killings  

14. The extrajudicial killing of people by state security forces is the ultimate 
manifestation of state oppression. Such killings co ntinued in the country in 
2020. Extrajudicial killings have taken place due to an absence of democracy 
and rule of law, lack of accountability of the government and dysfunctional 
judiciary, impunity of members of law enforcement agencies. There are 
allegations that law enforcement agencies have tried to cover up the killings 
by calling them deaths in ògunfights" or òcrossfireó or òencountersó. The 
story that is being commonly spread by law enforcement agencies after 
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extrajudicial killings is , that when members of the law enforcement agency go 
to a specific place with the arrestee in the name of ôrecovering weaponsõ, they 
are shot at by ôcollaboratorsõ of the arrestee and in self-defense, members of 
law enforcement agencies fire back, which resulted in the ki lling of only the 
arrested person. Furthermore, l aw enforcement agencies were also reported to 
have been intimidating and harassing  relatives of victims of extrajudicial 
killings.  Although men are usually victims of extrajudi cial killings, in 2020 
women also became victims.66 There are also allegations that Rohingya 
refugees were killed extra judicially in the name of ôgunfightõ.67 

15. Extrajudicial killings continue with blatant violation  of Article 32 of the 
Constitution 68 and Article 6  of the International Cove nant on Civil and 
Political Rights 69. On 18 September 2020, Amir Hossain Amu, a member of the 
Awami League's advisory council, in an interview with Deutsch e Welle's 
Bangla section said, òWhatever has come out of society today, the way in 
which militancy has  rooted itself today; the way it has taken extreme 
proportions; the way it has spread in the world, if ôcrossfireõ had not been 
decided, I think it would not h ave been possible to suppress these things. 
éMilitancy, including chaos, is spreading in this country and it is not going 
to stop even after the declaration of ôzero toleranceõ...if on-the-spot shooting is 
done, it is not for the state's need, it is for the national needó.70 

16. In 2020 a total of 225 persons, including 02 women  were allegedly killed 
extra-judicially , as reported. Among the 225 persons killed, 49 were 
Rohingyas who were killed in Bangladesh extra-judicially  during this 
reporting period. Persons killed in the name of ôgunfightõ/õcrossfireõ, torture 
and those shot and/or beaten to death have been incorporated u nder 
ôExtrajudicial Killings õ. 
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Crossfire/encounter/gunfight:  

17. Among the 225 persons killed  extrajudicially , 196 were killed in 
òcrossfire/encounters/gunfightsó. Of them, 61 were killed by the RAB, 97 by 
the police, nine by the DB Police, 25 by the BGB, and four  were killed by the 
Army.  

 

 

Tortured to death:  

18. In 2020, 19 persons were allegedly tortured to death. Among them 17 were 
killed by the police, one by the RAB and one by Jail Authorities . 

 

Shot to death: 

19. Among the deceased, eight persons were allegedly shot and killed  ð five by  
BGB and three by police.    

Beaten to death: 

20. Among the deceased, two  persons were beaten to death by police. 
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The identity of the deceased: 

21. Of the 225 persons who were killed extrajudicially , one was a retired Army 
officer, two  were Awami League  activists, one was a Chhatra Shibir71 activist, 
four were members of the United Peopleõs Democratic Front (UPDF), one was 
a Union Parishad Chairman, one was a housewife, one was a school student, 
four were youth s, five were villagers, five were CNG A uto-rickshaw driver s, 
one was a human-hauler (transport ) driver, one was a farmer, one was an 
agricultural  worker, one was a stone mason, one was a steel mill worker, one 
was a ready-made garment worker, one was a hawker, one was a 
businessman, one was a tea seller, one was a shopkeeper, one was an FDC72 
worker,  one was a court employee, one was a prisoner, eight were accused in 
rape cases, 13 were accused in murder cases, 95 were alleged drug peddlers, 
70 were accused in different criminal cases; and the identity of one  person 
was not reported . 

A total of 196 persons, including a woman named Samuda Begum (40) in Teknaf, under 
Cox's Bazar District on 4 January 202073, Anwar at Khilkhet in Dhaka City on 20 
January74, Mohammad Shahin and Nazmul Huda at Khilkhet Dumuni Abohopara in 
Dhaka City on 30 January75; Shamsul Huda Nissan, Shariful Islam and Mahfuz Alam 
Sujan in Feni on 27 February76, Sohel Hawlader at Khilgaon in Dhaka City on 21 
March77, Shafiqul Islam (40) in Bhola Sadar Upazila on 9 June78, electronic businessman 
Rubel Hossain Dalim in Joypurhat on 15 July79, two brothers Mohammad Faruk and 
Azadul in Teknaf under Cox's Bazar District on 17 July80, Major (retd) Sinha 
Mohammad Rashed Khan in Teknaf under Cox's Bazar district on 31 July81, an 
expatriate named Mohammad Zafar and a day-labour named Mohammad Hassan in 
Chokoria under Cox's Bazar district on 31 July82, a suspected drug peddler named Abdul 
Mannan Munna in Sylhet on 3 August83, a suspected drug peddler named Mohammad 
Syed Alam in Teknaf under Coxõs Bazar District on 13 November84, were all killed in 
ôgunfightõ with members of law enforcement agencies. It is to be mentioned that many 
family members of the victims of extrajudicial killings alleged that the victims were killed 
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after being taken away. On 2 March 2020, seven Rohingya refugees85 and on 21 December, an 
unidentified Rohingya refugee86 in Teknaf under Cox's Bazar district were allegedly killed in a 
ôgunfightõ with RAB members in Teknaf under Coxõs Bazar District. On 3 March, five people 
were shot dead by Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) in a clash between villagers and BGB over the 
cutting down of trees from privately owned land in Matiranga, Khagrachhari.87 On 25 March, a 
worker of Rupali Bangla Jute Mill in Dinajpur was shot dead by police while protesting for 
payment of arrears of wages.88 

Enforced disappearances  

22. Enforced disappearance is a grave violation of Articles 9 89 and 1690 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and Articles 31 91, 3292 and 
3393 of the Constitution of the Peopleõs Republic of Bangladesh. Enforced 
disappearance, which is also considered a crime against humanity under the 
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court 94, has created a frightening 
situation in Bangladesh. Ever since the Awami  League-led coalition 
government came to power in 2009, allegations of disappearances have been 
made by victim -families on a regular basis. Most of the victims of enforced 
disappearance were identified as opposition leaders and dissidents. While 
government  officials have repeatedly denied the cases of enforced 
disappearance, there were allegations of state security forces being involved 
in each of the incidents of disappearance and in some cases evidence has been 
found. 95 There are also allegations that members of law enforcement agencies 
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 The daily Prothom Alo, 23 December 2020 
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 The daily Prothom Alo, 4 March 2020; New Age, 4 March 2020; https://www.newagebd.net/article/101161  
88

 The daily Manabzamin, 27 March 2020 https://mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=219312&cat=2/ 
89

 Article 9: Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or 
detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedure as are 
established by law.  
90

 Article 16: Everyone shall have the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law. 
91

 Article 31: To enjoy the protection of the law, and to be treated in accordance with law, and only in accordance with law, 
is the inalienable right of every citizen, wherever he may be, and of every other person for the time being within 
Bangladesh, and in particular no action detrimental to the life, liberty, body, reputation or property of any person shall be 
taken except in accordance with law. 
92

 Article 32: No person shall be deprived of life or personal liberty save in accordance with law. 
93

 Article 33 (1): No person who is arrested shall be detained in custody without being informed, as soon as may be of the 
grounds for such arrest, nor shall he be denied the right to consult and be defended by a legal practitioner of his choice. 
ό/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧΦΦύ 
94

 !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ т ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŜ {ǘŀǘǳǘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŜƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜέ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ϦŎǊƛƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅϦ ǿƘŜƴ 
committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian population, with knowledge of the 
attack. "Enforced disappearance of persons" means the arrest, detention or abduction of persons by, or with the 
authorization, support or acquiescence of, a State or a political organization, followed by a refusal to acknowledge that 
deprivation of freedom or to give information on the fate or whereabouts of those persons, with the intention of removing 
them from the protection of the law for a prolonged period of time.  
95

 On 2 March 20мтΣ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ aƻƪƘƭŜǎǳǊ wŀƘƳŀƴ WƻƴȅΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ WŀǎƳƛƴŜ bŀƘŀǊ wŜǎƘƳŀ ŦƛƭŜŘ ŀ ǿǊƛǘ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ όbƻΦ 
2833/2017) before the High Court Division of the Supreme Court. Based on this petition, on 16 May 2017 a High Court 
Division Bench consisting of Justice Kazi Reza-ul Huq and Justice Mohammad Ullah asked the Chief Judicial Magistrate of 
Satkhira to submit an inquiry report to the High Court Division by 3 July 2017 regarding the disappearance of homeopathy 
physician Mokhlesur Rahman Jony. A Senior Judicial Magistrate of Satkhira, Habibullah Mahmud, submitted an inquiry 
report to the High Court Division on 4 July 2017 that found the Superintendent of Police Mohammad Altaf Hossain and 
former Satkhira Sadar Police Station officer-in-charge Emdadul Huq Sheikh, former Sub-Inspector Himel Hossain, were 
involved in the arrest of Sheikh Mokhlesur Rahman Johny and his subsequent disappearance. It was mentioned in the 
probe report that OC Emdadul Huq Sheikh and SI Himel Hossain, were directly involved. 

https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?mod=1&pgnum=4&edcode=71&pagedate=2020-12-23
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hid  their own  identities and disappeared people using the identities of other 
forces or agencies. On 24 August, Deepak Bhowmik, Chairman of a business 
company called Landmark Group, was picked up by plainclothes men 
claiming  to be members of the Detective Branch (DB) of Police from his home 
in New DOHS, Dhaka . He was released in the afternoon of 25 August. When 
Deepakõs family contacted the DB police, they found out that actually RAB-4 
members had picked him up .96 

23. In 2020, a total of 31 persons were allegedly disappeared 97 after being 
picked up by members of law enforcement agencies. Among them,  the 
whereabouts of three persons remain unknown, six were found dead and 22 
surfaced alive .   

 
Perpetrators of Enforced Disappearances in  2020 

Month(s)  
No. of the 

disappeared 
persons 

Allegedly disappeared by  

RAB Police 
DB 

Police 
Other law 

enforcement agencies 

January 6 1 3 0 2 

February 3 1 1 1 0 

March 2 0 0 0 2 

April  1 0 0 1 0 

May 0 0 0 0 0 

June 3 3 0 0 0 

July 5 0 2 2 1 

August  5 1 0 0 4 

September 3 2 0 0 1 

October 0 0 0 0 0 

November  3 0 1 2 0 

December 0 0 0 0 0 

Total  31 8 7 6 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
(http://www.newagebd.net/article/19321/)   In another case, Narayanganj District and Sessions Judge Syed Enayet Hossain 
on 16 January 2017 gave a verdict on the killing of seven persons subsequent to their disappearance. 26 accused, including 
16 RAB officers and commanding officer RAB-11, Lt. Col. (Retrd) Tareq Sayeed were sentenced to death. 
(https://www.jugantor.com/news-archive/first-page/2017/01/17/93821/) 
96

 The daily Prothom Alo, 2 January 2021 https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/ŐĹŐŃŇ-ļľŖɫ-ŸŃŐŇŖŞ-ĩň-

ŃǝŃŋŏŞőŖĭ-ļŒŖň-ŐŀŖŞŐĳň-ņƨŏŃ 
97

Odhikar only documents allegation of enforced disappearance where the family members or witnesses claim that the 
victim was taken away by people in law enforcement uniform or by those who said they were from law enforcement 
agencies.   

http://www.newagebd.net/article/19321/
https://www.jugantor.com/news-archive/first-page/2017/01/17/93821/
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/ডিবির-তদন্তে-বেরিয়ে-এল-ব্যবসায়ীকে-তুলে-নিয়েছিল-র্যাব
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/ডিবির-তদন্তে-বেরিয়ে-এল-ব্যবসায়ীকে-তুলে-নিয়েছিল-র্যাব
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Reported Cases of Enforced Disappearances in 2020 

Month(s)  
Total number 
of d isappeared 

persons 

Found 
dead/k illed  

Found 
alive  

Whereabout s of the 
disappeared persons 

still unknown  

January 6 4 2 0 

February 3 2 1 0 

March 2 0 2 0 

April  1 0 1 0 

May 0 0 0 0 

June 3 0 3 0 

July 5 0 4 1 

August  5 0 5 0 

September 3 0 2 1 

October 0 0 0 0 

November  3 0 2 1 

December 0 0 0 0 

Total  31 6 22 3 

24. As a result of extensive anti-disappearance campaigns, the practice of keeping 
victims detained in unknown place s for an extensive period has reduced. 
Some people have been released after being disappeared for a long time. The 
persons who resurfaced or reappeared and their family members do not 
speak of the event due to fear of reprisals. Many have been handed over to the 
court  as an accused in pending investigation s, after long period s of 
disappearance. Furthermore, it has been alleged that some people released on 
bail have been picked up from the jail gate and disappeared. Bodies have also 
been found after disappearance. There are also allegations that some people 
are being identified as ôIslamic militantsõ by law enforcement agencies and 
disappeared in the name of òwar on terroró.98 

25. In May, during International Week of the Disappeared, the family members of 
the disappeared demanded their  return , through video messages on social 
media. The children of the victims of enforced disappearances also 
participated i n an art exhibition. 99 Furthermore, Odhikar also issued a joint 
statement with the Asian Federation Against Involuntary D isappearances 
(AFAD), the Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC), and the International 
Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) to mark this week in solidarity with 
victim -families. On the occasion of the International Day of the Victims of 
Enforced Disappearances, the Human Rights Defenders Network of Odhikar  
and Mayer Daak (Motherõs Call) ð a network of families a nd relatives of the 
disappeared ð on 29 August, organised rallies, human chains, press 
conferences and discussions with the families of the disappeared in different 
places of the country. Twelve regional and in ternational human rights 
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Odhikar, Three-month human rights report (July ς September 2020). Pg. 13; http://odhikar.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/10/Odhikar_Three-month-HRR_July-September-2020_English.pdf  
99

Available at: https://www.facebook.com/Odhikar.HumanRights/ 

http://odhikar.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Joint-Statement-on-IWD-Bangladesh-AFAD-AHRC-FIDH-Odhikar-AG-JR-25May.pdf
http://odhikar.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Joint-Statement-on-IWD-Bangladesh-AFAD-AHRC-FIDH-Odhikar-AG-JR-25May.pdf
http://odhikar.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Odhikar_Three-month-HRR_July-September-2020_English.pdf
http://odhikar.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Odhikar_Three-month-HRR_July-September-2020_English.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Odhikar.HumanRights/
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organisations100, including Odhikar and Mayer Daak, issued a joint statement 
calling for the disappeared to be returned. 101 

Torture and ill treatment and lack of accountability  of law enforcement 
agencies 

26. Members of law enforcement agencies have become reckless as a section of 
law enforcement agencies are used by government to suppress political 
opponents, critics of the government and dissidents. In 2020, allegations of 
shooting to death102, torturing to death in remand and forcing  ôconfessionalõ 
statement through inhumane treatment 103, torture 104, extorting money by 
threatening to kill in crossfire 105, filing false cases against innocent citizens by 
stuffing drugs in their pockets 106, arrests and imprisonment of innocent 
people instead of the main accused, harassment, accusing children107 in 

                                                           
100

 The Advocates for Human Rights, Anti-Death Penalty Asia Network, Asian Federation Against Involuntary 
Disappearances, Asian Human Rights Commission, Asian Network for Free Elections, Asian Forum for Human Rights and 
Development, Human Rights Watch, International Federation for Human Rights, Robert F Kennedy Human Rights, and 
World Organisation Against Torture.  
101

 For details, see available at: http://odhikar.org/bangladesh-end-enforced-disappearances-hold-law-enforcement-
accountable/ 
102

 The daily Prothom Alo, 4 March 2020  
103

 Jisa Moni (14), the daughter of Jahangir, a garment factory worker, of Deobhog in Narayanganj, went missing on 4 July 
2020. Jahangir filed a case with Narayanganj Sadar Police Station on 8 August. In this case, Sub Inspector Shamim 
Mohammad of Narayanganj Sadar Police Station arrested Khalil Majhi, Abdullah and Rakib. The men were tortured and 
forced to confess before the court that they had raped and killed the girl and then thrown her body in the Shitalakshya 
River. On 23 August, relatives of Jisa Moni brought her to the police station alive. Khalil Majhi's father Abdul Gafur said that 
SI Shamim took Tk. 6,000 from them saying that he would not torture him in remand. However, SI Shamim tortured his son 
during remand and forced him to confess in the court, under threat of crossfire. The daily Prothom Alo, 26 August 2020; 
https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?mod=1&pgnum=6&edcode=71&pagedate=2020-08-26 
104

 In the evening of 3 June, a youth named Imran Hossain was returning home from Sabua Bazar area of Chaugachha 
Upazila under Jashore District on public transport. When the vehicle reached the front of Jashore University of Science and 
Technology, the policemen of Sajiali Outpost stopped it and started searching the bag of a boy sitting next to Imran. 
Fearing the police, Imran got out and ran. Police chased him and arrested him. He was then severely beaten by police and 
as a result, he fell unconscious. When he regained consciousness, the police told him they found Ganja in his pocket and 
arrested him. Later LƳǊŀƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ bŜǎƘŀǊ !ƭƛ ƎŀǾŜ ¢ƪ сΣллл ǘƻ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ LƳǊŀƴΦ LƳǊŀƴ ŦŜƭƭ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 
admitted to hospital in the morning of 4 June. DƻŎǘƻǊǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƳǊŀƴ IƻǎǎŀƛƴΩǎ ƪƛŘƴŜȅǎ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ōŀŘΦ IŜ 
has been undergoing dialysis. The daily Prothom Alo, 9 June 2020; 
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1661672/ New Age, 29 June 2020; 
https://www.newagebd.net/article/109760/hc-seeks-civil-surgeon-report-on-drug-test-of-torture-victim  
105

 On 29 January 2020, Sohail, a cloth merchant from Keraniganj under Dhaka district, was arrested by plain clothed 
members of the Detective Branch of Police, Sub Inspector Syed Mahmudul Islam, Assistant Sub Inspector Forhad Ali, 
Constables Mohammad Rajib Ahmed, Mohammad Sumon, Mohammad Abdul Jobbar, Mohammad Rashel and Mohammad 
Mojammel Hossain, from his shop in Kaliganj. He was taken to the Looter Char area, threatened with death in crossfire and 
then released after taking four hundred and fifty thousand taka from him.  Sohail filed a written complaint to the Dhaka 
District Police Superintendent seeking remedy for the incident. The Police Superintendent ordered the Officer-in-Charge of 
the Detective Branch of Police, Nazrul Islam to investigate this matter. Later, according to the investigative report, the 
seven accused policemen were withdrawn from the DB and sent to the police line. The daily Jugantor, 31 January 2020; 
https://www.jugantor.com/country-news/273561  
106

 The daily Prothom Alo, 11 August 2020; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/ŐŋįŏŖŇķ-ĮŏīŞŏŇ-ġŁŇŏŖĿ-

ŸǡɺŏŇ-ŁŖŇ-ŁŒŐňŉŖĭ-ŋŏŖŜ ; The daily Naya Diganta, 11 August 2020; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/city/520731   
107

 Kamrul Islam Bachchu filed a case at Sadar Police Station on 24 May 2019 against Mohammad Shaon and Mohammad 
Shamim for allegedly beating his son Yadin Islam and robbing his money and belongings, in West Jhalokathi area. The 
investigating officer of the case, Sub Inspector Montu Mia of Jhalokathi Sadar Police Station, submitted a charge sheet in 
court against six-year-old Mohammed Shaon, aftering showing his age 28 years on the charge sheet. On 20 January 2020, 
when the child appeared in Jhalakathi District and Sessions Judge Court, the court acquitted the minor Mohammed Shaon 
from the case. The daily Naya Diganta, 21 January 2020; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/last-page/473886  

http://odhikar.org/bangladesh-end-enforced-disappearances-hold-law-enforcement-accountable/
http://odhikar.org/bangladesh-end-enforced-disappearances-hold-law-enforcement-accountable/
https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?mod=1&pgnum=6&edcode=71&pagedate=2020-08-26
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1661672/
https://www.newagebd.net/article/109760/hc-seeks-civil-surgeon-report-on-drug-test-of-torture-victim
https://www.jugantor.com/country-news/273561
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/সিগারেট-খাওয়ার-অপরাধে-গ্রেপ্তার-পরে-পুলিশকে-সাড়ে
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https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/city/520731
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criminal cases and extortion , were all made against members of law 
enforcement and security forces. 

27. During this reporting period there were widespread incidents of torture and 
degrading treatment on citizens, but very few of them were made public.  The 
victims could not file cases in the police station and thus filed cases in the 
court. Unfortunately in most cases, the court directed the accused law 
enforcement agencies to investigate the allegations. It is quite obvious that 
these investigations were not conducted impartially. 108 In some cases, 
incidents were covered up by intimidating the victims and forcing them to 
compromise. It is alleged that the leaders and activists of the ruling Awami 
League were also involved with the members of the law enforcement agencies 
in such intimidation  and compromises.109 During this period, the victims of 
torture and ill -treatment and their families were harassed and threatened by 
members of the law enforcement agencies after filing cases against the 
perpetrators. In most cases, such members of law enforcement agencies have 
been òtransferredó or òclosedó instead of being tried as criminals in a 
competent court of law  due to impunity. 110 

28. In 2013, the Torture and Custodial Death (Prevention) Act was passed, but the 
law remains in force only on paper and torture victims or their families are 
facing harassment and threats from the police after  filing complaints. 111 The 
first verdict a fter this law came into force was on 9 September 2020. On that 
day, Dhaka Metropolitan Sessions Judge KM Imrul Kayesh sentenced the 
then Sub Inspector of Pallabi Police Station Zahidur Rahman, Assistant Sub 
Inspectors Rashedul Islam and Kamruzzaman to life imprisonment and fined 
them one hundred thousand taka each for torturing and killing a young man 
named Ishtiaq Hossain Johnny at Pallabi Police Station in 2014. The other two 
accused persons, police informers Sumon and Rasel were sentenced to seven 
years imprisonment and fined Tk 20,000.112 Since the enactment of the Torture 
and Custodial  Death (Prevention) Act in 2013, a total of 18 cases have been 
filed till 2019. In 14 of them, the police have submitted Final Report citing 
ôfactual errorsõ in the cases.113 One of the other four cases is the case of Ishtiaq 
Hossain Jony.114 
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 The daily Prothom Alo, 4 December 2020; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/capital/ĢŖňŏŇ-ĴőŃŖŀ-ĩĮŀ-

ŸĭŃňģ-ĢĞĿŏŇ 
109

 Bangladesh Protidin, 8 June 2020; https://www.bd-pratidin.com/last-page/2020/06/08/536847  
110

 The Daily Star, 14 July 2019; https://www.thedailystar.net/country/news/cop-closed-torturing-woman-1771114 /  
Dhaka Tribune, 29 March 2020; https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2020/03/29/four-policemen-closed-
at-police-lines-for-assaulting-journalists  
111

 The daily Prothom Alo, 23 January 2020; 
https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?mod=1&pgnum=16&edcode=71&pagedate=2020-1-23  
112

The Daily Star, 09 September 2020; https://www.thedailystar.net/city/news/custodial-death-jonny-3-policemen-get-life-
term-2-get-7-years-jail-1958473 
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 The daily Prothom Alo, 10 September 2020; https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?pagedate=2020-9-
10&edcode=71&subcode=71&mod=1&pgnum=1&type=a 
114

 In the evening of 08 February 2014, police informer Sumon abused women at the wedding of Mohammad Billal, a 
resident of the Irani Camp at B Block, Section 11 of Pallabi. Sumon had an argument with Ishtiaq Hossain Jony and his 
brother Imtiaz who were there at that time. After receiving Sumon's call, the police came and took Ishtiaq and Imtiaz to the 
police station and tortured the two brothers.  Ishtiaq Hossain Jony succumbed to his injuries at Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital. Imtiaz filed a case in the Dhaka Metropolitan Sessions Judge's Court on 7 August 2014 under the Torture and 
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29. On 26 June, on the occasion of International Day in Support of Victims of 
Torture, Odhikar in collaboration with the Asian Federation Against 
Involuntary Disappearances (AFAD), the Asian Hum an Rights Commission 
(AHRC), the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), Robert F. 
Kennedy Human Rights and the World Organisation Against Torture 
(OMCT) issued a joint statement. Furthermore, human rights defenders 
associated with Odhikar, along with  local people, victims and their families, 
organised rallies and human chains in different districts of the country in 
solidarity with those who have been subjected to various forms of torture, 
cruel and inhumane treatment.  

 

 
Human rights defenders associated with Odhikar organised rallies and human chains in different districts to 

mark the International Day in Support of Victims of Torture. Photo: Odhikar 

 

On 18 February 2020, Yasmin Begum was allegedly tortured to death by the Detective 
Branch of Police in Gazipur District.115 On 26 March, Shanu Hawladar was allegedly 
tortured to death by police of Amtali Police Station in Barguna District116. A CNG-run 
auto-rickshaw driver named Mannan (40) was allegedly tortured in police custody at 
Ghorashal under Palash Upazila in Narsingdi District. He died on 29 April 2020.117 
Nikhil Talukder, a farmer from Ramshil Village in Kotalipara under Gopalganj District, 
died on 4 June 2020 in Kotalipara police custody. Nikhil was allegedly tortured to death 
by police.118 On 6 July, the police of Chapainawabganj Sadar Model Police Station 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
Death in Custody (Prevention) Act, 2013. The court directed a judicial inquiry into the case. Following the judicial 
investigation on 17 February 2015, five were accused and five were recommended for release. 
115

 The daily Prothom Alo, 19 February 2020; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1640605  
116

 The daily Jugantor, 27 March 2020; https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/first-page/293098  and the daily Amader 
Shomoy; 27 March 2020; http://www.dainikamadershomoy.com/post/248128  
117

 The daily Prothom Alo, 1 May 2020; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1654141  
118

 Bangladesh Protidin, 8 June 2020; https://www.bd-pratidin.com/last-page/2020/06/08/536847  

http://odhikar.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Joint-Statement_Odhikar_AFAD_AHRC_FIDH_RFK-HR_OMCT_26-June_2020.pdf

















































































