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Foreword
The November 2019 Presidential Election effected a regime change in Sri Lanka, confounding certain
commentators by the scale of the victory of Gotabaya Rajapaksa – a majority of over a million votes,
predominantly from the majority Sinhala community. It was also the first election in which the victor had
not held political office, his former position in the Government of Sri Lanka being Secretary of the
Ministry of Defence.
The Centre for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV), as it has done in the past, posted field monitors in
all electoral districts during the campaign and an additional component of static monitors in polling
booths that could have experienced violence, on Election Day. On the whole, the election and election
result, despite the abuse of state resources by both government and opposition, the invective and hate
speech in the campaign on social media and the exorbitant campaign costs, reflected the will of the Sri
Lankan electorate.
However, this does not vitiate the arguments for reform and changes in the election process as outlined
in the recommendations of this Report. Given that the General Election is bound to follow soon
thereafter, political parties should take serious consideration of the recommendations and the Election
Commission, too, of those recommendations pertaining to the location of polling booths and the
facilitation of voting for people with disabilities in particular.
Electoral reform must be taken seriously. As part of the constitutional reform process that was initiated
under the previous government it was mooted, however unsuccessfully, as was the entire process, the
idea of a mixed system combining the First-Past-the Post system and Proportional Representation, laws
with regard to campaign finance and the provision of quotas for the representation of women. These
are still key areas in which reform is required. CMEV hopes that the Report will input into these
discussions and spur activity on reform to a successful conclusion.
Finally, on behalf of the co-convenors of CMEV, let me place on record our thanks and appreciation for
the cooperation of the Election Commission and the Police in our monitoring mission.

Dr. Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu,
Co-convenor,
CMEV
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Introduction
Sri Lanka held its eighth Presidential Election on November 16, 2019.
A total of 13,387,951 voters out of 15,992,096 registered voters cast their votes. Voter turnout was
recorded at 83.72 percent.
35 candidates contested the election, which was won by Gotabaya Rajapaksa of the Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna (SLPP) who obtained 6,924,255 votes or 52.25 percent of all votes cast. Sajith Premadasa of
the National Democratic Front (NDF) received 5,564,239 votes or 41.99 percent. Mr. Rajapaksa’s winning
margin was 1,360,016 votes or 10.26 percent of votes. (See pages 104-106 for the complete results.)
This report provides an overview of the Presidential Election and details the election observation mission
of the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV). It is organised in two parts:


The first part, until page 33, is dedicated to review and analysis. It provides an overview of the
election overall; key election features and trends; a summation of CMEV’s election observation
activities; trends in election violations it finds notable; and recommendations for all election
stakeholders to strengthen and improve the election process in Sri Lanka.



The second part, from page 34 onwards, is dedicated to providing detail, data and tabulations
on election violations observed and recorded by CMEV during the pre-election, Election Day
and post-election periods. The second part also includes the communiqués and materials CMEV
published throughout the election period.

The election can be recognised as one held in a generally free sociopolitical atmosphere. However, the
idea of a level playing field, a prerequisite to for any election to be deemed free and fair, was challenged
by a number of phenomena and incidents occurring during the election campaign period. It is extremely
difficult to deny that they did not affect the final outcome of the election. The detailed explanations of
relevant trends and incidents in this report corroborates this conclusion.
CMEV strongly believes that due and immediate attention must be paid to the core challenges
mentioned in this report as well as the recommendations it presents in response. This is in consideration
of the need to establish a conducive atmosphere for voters to make independent and informed choices,
and to ensure respect for fundamental democratic norms. It is only with such attention, followed by due
effort to overcome them by all stakeholders in the election process, that the integrity of elections in Sri
Lanka can be further strengthened, and democratic backsliding resisted.
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Election Overview
Legal Background
This was the first Presidential Election conducted under the mandate of the Election Commission of Sri
Lanka which was reconfigured as an independent commission by the Nineteenth Amendment to the
Constitution of Sri Lanka in May 2015. The Election Commission was first established by the Seventeenth
Amendment to the Constitution in October 2001, however, the institutional framework for an
independent Election Commission with wide-ranging powers of conducting and managing elections did
not exist at the time.
Orders connected to the election were issued by the Election Commission through Extraordinary Gazette
Notification of 2141/25 dated September 18, 2019. The date for accepting nominations was set for
October 07, 2019 and the date for holding the election was declared as November 16, 2019. Decisions
of the dates for nominations and the election were taken by the Election Commission in accordance with
the powers vested in it through the provisions of the Constitution of Sri Lanka and the Presidential
Elections Act No. 15 of 1981.
The Electoral Registry for 2018 was used for the Presidential Election in line with the aforementioned
laws and regulations. Under the Registry, the total number of registered voters was 15,992,096. At the
time of issuing the Proclamation for the Presidential Election, the Electoral Registry for 2019 was in the
process of being updated and there were 271,789 voters whose right to vote was deprived despite being
eligible as citizen with the right to vote.

Election Logistics
The total estimated cost incurred by the Election Commission in holding the Presidential Election was
LKR 4,521 million. This is inclusive of finances conferred by the Election Commission to the Postal
Department (LKR 418.7 million) and Sri Lanka Police (LKR 694.3 Million) for the purpose of election
management. The LKR 4,521 million figure is an estimated cost; CMEV’s observation is that the actual
expenditure would have been much higher than this estimate, at around LKR 7,500 million.
The campaign period of the Presidential Election was 37 days (following the close of nominations).
Voting for the Presidential Election was conducted in 12,845 polling stations across the country while
1,550 centres were used for the purpose counting votes of which 371 counting centres were used for
the counting of postal votes.

Candidate Nominations
Under the Article 31(1) of the Constitution of Sri Lanka, any citizen who is qualified to be elected to the
office of President may be nominated as a candidate for such office (a) by a recognised political party;
or (b) if he is or has been an elected member of the legislature, by any other political party or by an
elector whose name has been entered in any register of electors.
There were 70 registered political parties in Sri Lanka at the time the Presidential Election was declared
and nominations were called. Out of these two were not active; among the remaining 68, 18 recognised
political parties and two other political parties nominated presidential candidates.
A total of 42 candidates submitted nominations. The Election Commission rejected the nominations of
seven candidates, thus a total of 35 candidates contested the election.
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Voter Turnout
From among 15,992,096 registered voters, 13,387,951 voters cast their vote in the election, which places
turnout at 83.72 percent, up 2.2 percent from the 81.52 percent turnout recorded at the last election.
The number of rejected votes was 135,452, which is 1.81 percent, in line with previous elections.
In any given context, this is a very high turnout. In light of the number of voters who could not cast their
votes due to having no adequate facilities or being out of the country on election day, however, the
estimated voter turnout would have been even higher. This is a very appreciable record and a positive
reflection of any country holding democratic elections. (See pages 107-108 for turnout profiles.)

Election Observation
CMEV once again operated during the election as one of two election observation organisations
accredited by the Election Commission (alongside the People’s Action for Free and Fair Elections
(PAFFREL)) to appoint their election observers to any polling station and counting centre, and to work
in close collaboration with the Election Commission in election observation activities. A number of other
domestic election observation organisations also operated during the election period.
In addition, four international election observer groups were involved in election observation at the
invitation and approval of the Election Commission. These were the International Election Observer
Group (IOG), a study team invited by the Election Commission, the Commonwealth Observer Group
(COG), the European Union Election Observation Group and the Asian Network for Free Elections
(ANFREL). CMEV is a member organisation of ANFREL.

Election Observers from the Commonwealth Observer Group in discussion with CMEV staff
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Election Dispute Resolution
The Election Commission established a dedicated Election Dispute Resolution Unit (EDRU) for the
purpose the Presidential Election. The unit was headed by an Additional Deputy Election Commissioner
and operated under the direct supervision of the Election Commissioners. Three gazette notifications
and over 25 circulars and guidelines were issued by the EDRU through election period. A total of 5,321
complaints were recorded by the EDRU which were categorised under 10 types of methodologies. Of
this total, 3,792 complaints were received by district election complaint management centres, while 1,529
complaints were received by the national election complaint management centre.
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Election Features and Trends
Impact of the Nineteenth Amendment
One of the core features of the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution of Sri Lanka – enacted in
2015 and since the last Presidential Election – was its reduction of the powers of the executive
presidency. In particular, the six-year term of the executive president was reduced to five years through
amendment of Article 30 of the Constitution to read as:
30. (2) The President of the Republic shall be elected by the People, and shall hold office for a term of
five years.
The Nineteenth Amendment also restored the term limits which were removed by the Eighteenth
Amendment by amending Article 31 to read as:
31. (2) No person who has been twice elected to the office of President by the People, shall be qualified
thereafter to be elected to such office by the People.
In January 2018, incumbent President Maithripala Sirisena sought the opinion of the Supreme Court for
its view of whether the term of the Executive Presidency is five years or six years. The Attorney General
argued on behalf of the president that there was no barrier for Mr. Sirisena to serve a six-year term as
his term began on January 9, 2015, before passage of the Nineteenth Amendment on April 28, 2015,
and thus he was not bound by the presidential term limitation effected by the Amendment. A five-Judge
bench rejected this argument and in a determination delivered on January 12, 2018 held that the term
of the incumbent president was also five years, and that he could not serve beyond January 8, 2020.

Incumbents not contesting
One of the interesting features of Presidential Election 2019 was that it was the first Presidential election
in Sri Lanka where no sitting President, Prime Minister or Opposition Leader contested for President. The
incumbent President, Maithripala Sirisena, was eligible to contest for another term, having served only
one term, however, chose not to. In addition, the incumbent Prime Minister, Ranil Wickremesinghe, was
also not contesting; the candidacy of his party’s alliance being assumed by Sajith Premadasa. Finally, the
incumbent Opposition Leader, Mahinda Rajapaksa, was barred from contesting, having already served
two terms as President.

Unusual increase in candidates
One of the significant features of this election was it had the highest number of candidates contesting.
In comparison, the previous Presidential Election in 2015 featured 19 candidates, the election in 2010
featured 22, and the elections in 2005 and 1999 featured 13 candidates each.
Among 35 presidential candidates, 34 or an overwhelming majority, were male. Dr. Ajantha Wijesinghe
Perera, representing the Socialist Party of Sri Lanka, was the sole female candidate.
The unexpected and drastic increase of number of presidential candidates became a discussion point
throughout the overall election campaign. On one hand, the extraordinary increase of presidential
candidates can be interpreted and argued as a positive reflection of the space available for citizens to
exercise their democratic rights. On the other hand, the argument that most candidates were proxy
candidates of major political parties or alliances acting entirely to support or derail the major candidacies
cannot be completely ignored either.
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The logistical changes required due to this candidate increase were also considerable. The size of the
ballot paper had to be almost doubled from the previous election, and as a result could not be used
with the conventional ballot boxes made of mahogany wood that have been used for decades in Sri
Lanka. The Election Commission changed its arrangements immediately and arranged cardboard ballot
boxes with the necessary durability and strength to both ensure the secrecy of votes cast and withstand
the pressures of transportation and use in counting processes.
CMEV notes that given the challenging context in which the Election Commission had to deal with the
matter of ballot boxes, the decision to use cardboard ballot boxes – which could ensure the secrecy of
votes cast and withstand the pressures of transportation and use in counting processes – was a very
successful and timely solution.
In line with the increased number of presidential candidates, the Election Commission spent
approximately LKR 3,000 million in addition to the initially planned cost. (The estimated LKR 4,500 Million
at the beginning increased up to LKR 7,500 Million at the end of the election.) Further, the usual time
allocated for the purpose of voting from 7.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. on Election Day was extended by an extra
one hour to 5.00 p.m. The Election Commission informed all relevant political parties and election
observation organisations about these changes as they were being implemented.
CMEV contributed to a number of discussions and conferences arranged by the Election Commission in
order to debate and discuss the challenges created by the unexpected increase in the number of
candidates contesting the election. One of the commonly agreed suggestions was that the amount of
the deposit for candidates should be increased by a reasonable percentage. The Election Commission
and the Department of Elections had made substantial efforts in the past to bring a resolution to the
issue of deposit limits, however, these efforts have always confronted the norm in Sri Lanka most positive
electoral changes do not receive the support of political parties.
In the midst of these numerous logistical challenges, the Presidential Election of 2019 was conducted
with the support of nearly 250,000 officers of the public service. This was complemented by the
commitment of 72,808 members of the Sri Lanka Police and the Special Task Force, specifically deployed
for the purpose of ensuring security, law and order to enable election staff to carry out their work.

Issues arising from the contested citizenship status of Mr. Gotabaya Rajapaksa
Before and during the election, doubts were raised about the legality of the candidacy of Mr. Gotabaya
Rajapaksa representing the SLPP due to his citizenship status. Under the Constitution of Sri Lanka, as
amended by the Nineteenth Amendment, dual citizens are not permitted to contest Presidential or
Parliamentary Elections. Mr. Rajapaksa had previously become a citizen of the United States 2003,
thereby relinquishing his Sri Lankan citizenship. He resumed it in 2005 by becoming a dual citizen. Prior
to the election, he claimed he had renounced his US citizenship and assumed being a Sri Lankan citizen
only. These facts were the subject of an action in the Court of Appeal which alleged that Mr. Rajapaksa’s
dual citizenship was obtained in an irregular manner.
The most serious allegation related to these doubts was that during the time he was a citizen of the US
only, his name had been registered as a voter in the Sri Lankan electoral registry in the Mulkirigala
electorate of the Hambantota district, and that subsequently he had cast his vote at the 2005 Presidential
Election. Under the provisions of the Presidential Election Act No. 15 of 1981, becoming registered in
the annual electoral list by providing deceitful information and casting a vote is a punishable offence.
Likewise, under Article 89(a) of the Constitution of Sri Lanka, a person not having Sri Lankan citizenship
is not entitled and eligible to cast a vote in a Presidential or Parliamentary General Election and at a
Referendum.
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CMEV made a complaint to the Election Commission in this regard, inclusive of information that Mr.
Rajapaksa, after receiving citizenship of the US in 2003, returned to this country on September 04, 2005,
under ‘on-arrival visa’ tourist visa and gone on to support the presidential candidacy of his brother Mr.
Mahinda Rajapaksa. CMEV highlighted in its complaint the fact that arriving upon a tourist visa valid
only for 30 days and engaging in election-related matters in itself is a punishable act under the section
45(1) of the Immigrants and Emigrants Act No. 20 of 1948.
The primary reason CMEV made its complaint was its position that such incidents could adversely affect
the credibility of the annual electoral registration process. Ensuring the accuracy of this process is a
statutory responsibility assigned to the Election Commission while it is the duty of the voters to provide
correct information to the Commission. CMEV emphasised that it was the sole responsibility of the
Election Commission to initiate an appropriate investigation into the said matter and uncover whether
any candidate had disclosed incorrect information using forged documents and had violated election
laws. Despite such action being vital to protect the credibility of the electoral process, CMEV has not
received any information that the Election Commission launched any investigation into the matter.

CMEV staff at a training session

A Local Government election during a national-level election
The local government election for the Elpitiya Pradeshiya Sabha in Galle district was conducted on
October 11, 2019. The election was held in accordance with a series of Supreme Court judgments.
The Supreme Court had issued an Interim Order On January 30, 2018 preventing the Election
Commission from proceeding with holding the election to the Elpitiya Pradeshiya Sabha alongside the
national Local Government Election held on February 18, 2018, until the final determination of a writ
petition challenging the Election Commission’s rejection of nomination papers handed by the
Democratic United National Front (DUNF) for the reason that they had been handed over by a non-
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authorised agent. In the final determination delivered on August 31, 2019, the Supreme Court ordered
the election to proceed based on the submitted nomination papers.
It has not been convention during past elections to hold a local body election during the campaign
period of a national-level election. By the time of the election for the Elpitiya Pradeshiya Sabha
conducted on October 11, 2019, the nomination period for the Presidential Election had already closed
on October 7, 2019. The time span between the two elections was 35 days. The Supreme Court had
taken one year and eight months to deliver its final determination.
There was a large exchange of opinions regarding the fact that the result of one election can potentially
be a reflection of another parallel election to be held during the same time period. The argument here
was that the result of the election to be held first would influence the votes of voters at the second
election. In the end, the political party which filed the petition in relation to this election did not win any
seats and received a very low percentage of votes.

Increased focus on the preferential voting system
The voting system for Presidential Elections in Sri Lanka is based on a preferential ballot, where voters
can express up to three ranked preferences for President (sections 56 and 57 of the Presidential Elections
Act of 1981). In the event of no candidate receiving an outright majority of valid votes cast in the first
count of voting, all candidates except for the two candidates receiving the highest number of votes are
eliminated. The second and third preferences of the eliminated candidates are distributed until one of
the remaining two candidates receives an outright majority.
Second and third preferences had not come into play in the seven Presidential Elections preceding the
2019 one as the winning candidate had received an outright majority of valid votes cast in each one (see
table below). The narrowest majority received by a winning candidate prior to 2019 was during the 2005
Presidential Election when Mahinda Rajapaksa of the United People’s Freedom Alliance who received
50.29 percent of the vote. The most successful third party candidacy up to 2019 had been during the
1988 Presidential Election when Oswin Abeygunasekara of the Sri Lanka Mahajana Pakshaya received
4.63 percent of the vote.
Election
2019
2015
2010
2005
1999
1994
1988
1982

Winning Candidate

Runner Up

Second Runner Up

52.25%

41.99%

3.16%

Gotabaya Rajapaksa (SLPP)

Sajith Premadasa (NDF)

Anura Kumara Dissanayaka (NPP)

51.28%

47.58%

0.15%

Maithripala Sirisena (NDF)

Mahinda Rajapaksa (UPFA)

R.A. Sirisena (PNF)

57.88%

40.15%

0.38%

Mahinda Rajapaksa (UPFA)

Sarath Fonseka (NDF)

M.C.M. Ismail (DUNF)

50.29%

48.43%

0.36%

Mahinda Rajapaksa (UPFA)

Ranil Wickremesinghe (UNP)

Siritunga Jayasuriya (USP)

51.12%

42.71%

4.08%

Chandrika Kumaratunga (PA)

Ranil Wickremasinghe (UNP)

Nandana Gunathilake (JVP)

62.28%

35.91%

0.78%

Chandrika Kumaratunga (PA)

Srima Dissanayake (UNP)

Hudson Samarasinghe (IND)

50.43%

44.95%

4.63%

Ranasinghe Premadasa (UNP)

Sirimavo Bandaranaike (SLFP)

Oswin Abeygunasekara (SLMP)

52.91%

39.07%

4.19%

J. R. Jayewardene (UNP)

Hector Kobbekaduwa (SLFP)

Rohana Wijeweera (JVP)

In practice, due to this consistent pattern of winning Presidential candidates always receiving an outright
majority of votes on the first count, and the relative lack of third party candidacies achieving high
percentages of votes, the number of ballots where voters express second and third party preferences
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has historically been very low. A vast majority of voters simply express their preference for one candidate
only (by marking a cross). CMEV also estimates that the number of voters who are aware that they can
express more than one preference is low as well.
In the 2019 Presidential Election, it was widely expected by political commentators, political parties
themselves and voters at large that the contest would be extremely close. One of the specific election
outcomes expected was that neither of the two major party candidates would achieve a majority in the
first count, and that the second and third preferences of votes for the remaining candidates – in
particular, of the NPP’s Anura Kumara Dissanayake who appeared to be mounting a strong third party
candidacy – would determine the final election outcome.
Against this backdrop, the question of voter education and whether voters would be able to cast valid
votes if they wished to express second and third preferences, became a major election issue. The
preferential mechanic means that any ballots which did not express a preference for a single candidate
using a cross or up to three candidates using incremental numbering (i.e. that used multiple crosses,
repeated numbers, expressed more than three preferences etc.) would be found invalid.
A number of election-oriented organisations and civil society organisations responded to this challenge
by producing voting guidance materials for voters. CMEV was among these organisations, producing
trilingual ‘How To Vote’ guides and disseminating them widely across social media channels (CMEV’s
voter education materials are reproduced on pages 45-47). The Election Commission also produced
some guidance across printed, electronic and social media.
Some political parties were of the opinion, however, that explanations in relation to casting preferential
votes were partisan in nature and benefitted certain candidates more than others. They thus saw that
voter education in this regard was not necessary. These opinions were expressed by a number of
politicians and supporter groups at rallies and press conferences.
However, the opinion of the Election Commission and election observation organisations including
CMEV was that, whilst marking preferential votes or otherwise is the responsibility of voters, it was the
organisations’ responsibility to explain and clarify the correct manner in which to do so.
In any event, the final election result was that the winning candidate, the SLPP’s Gotabhaya Rajapaksa,
received an outright majority of all valid votes cast of 52.25 percent in the first count (in a margin of
10.25 percent over the NDF’s Sajith Premadasa who received 41.99 percent), and that second and third
preferences did not need counting. The NPP’s Anura Kumara Dissanayake received 3.16 percent.

Voter registration issues and their impact on the right to vote
The disenfranchisement of voters due to electoral registration issues is a major issue which arose during
the election. As mentioned previously, the Electoral Registry for 2018 was used for the Presidential
Election under which the total number of registered voters was 15,992,096. At the time of issuing the
Proclamation for the Presidential Election, the Electoral Registry for 2019 was in the process of being
updated and thus there were 271,789 voters whose right to vote was deprived despite being eligible as
citizen with the right to vote. A number of citizens expressed their concerns that their right to vote had
been deprived. These concerns were at times directed at the Election Commission alleging that it had
intentionally deprived voters of their right to vote.
CMEV is of the view that issues connected with the right to vote cannot be easily and completely resolved
until the entire voter registration process of Sri Lanka undergoes a complete overhaul. The fact that
electoral registration is an annual process with specific predetermined timelines whilst national-level
elections can fall at any time of the year means that there is always the possibility of certain voters not
16

being able to vote due to their voter registrations not being processed in time. The exact timing of an
election in relation to the predetermined electoral registration timeline can mean that the exact number
of voters whose right to vote is thus curtailed can vary significantly. An overhaul of the electoral
registration process must necessarily entail a syncing of the voter registration process with potential
election dates, whenever they are set.
Until that point, however, voters must also be vigilant regarding the current voter registration process
in order to be able to fully exercise their right to vote. This means that sufficient attention must be paid
during the voter registration window to ensure that the necessary documentation (including the
household voter forms) are submitted on time, and that the Electoral Registry is checked afterwards to
ensure the voter registration has been processed correctly, and that the Registry objections process is
engaged if not. CMEV believes that a successful voter registration process, within the constraints of the
current system, can only be achieved with the responsible cooperation and attentiveness of both the
Election Commission and voters themselves.

High rate of rejected postal votes
CMEV notes that sufficient attention must be paid to the use of postal votes. The total number of postal
vote applications received by the Election Commission was 720,135. The number of rejected postal vote
applications was 61,106 or 8.49 percent of the total applications received. Among accepted postal votes,
5,669 votes were recorded as rejected votes, or 0.86 percent of valid postal votes.
Given the fact that the Election Commission bears a relatively higher cost for one postal voter and
considering the human resources used and time allocated for administering the postal vote process, it
is worth properly investigating the reasons for this comparatively high rate of rejected postal vote
applications and actual postal votes cast by voters.

National security as an election theme
National security was the central discussion point at almost all political stages. The reason for this was
the Easter Sunday attacks on April 21, 2019 where radical Islamic terrorists staged suicide bombs in
churches and hotels in Colombo, Negombo and Batticaloa, killing 258 persons and injuring many more,
with deaths continuing to occur afterwards. The attacks created an atmosphere of extreme fear and
uncertainty in the country for months on end, and sparked heated, divisive debates on the security,
intelligence and political lapses that led to the attacks, as well as the role of the Sri Lankan Muslim
community. Just weeks after the attacks, in late May, there were a number of anti-Muslim riots, primarily
in the North Western Province.
As a result, a dominant election theme was the need for strong leadership to prevent such potential
attacks in future and to identify and prosecute those persons who should be held accountable for the
attacks. Most presidential election candidates made specific note of national security in their respective
election manifestos. Unfortunately, this was also accompanied by divisive political rhetoric often
targeted at the Muslim community.
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CMEV Provincial, District and Field Monitors at a training session

Sudden strikes and service provision suspensions
Thousands of public and private sector employees contribute immensely whenever an election is
conducted. The Election Commission cannot hold an election without the invaluable support from a
range of sectors starting from postal department employees assisting in postal voting to local body
labourers working to remove illegal posters. Understanding the reality of the effort required to run an
election, public service and private sector employees have always extended their support for election
processes in this country for decades.
This tradition, however, was challenged during Presidential Election 2019 by the declaration of sudden
strikes in crucial service sectors. There were also a number of demonstrations organised by former army
personnel in highly populated areas of the country. Further, the production and distribution of liquid
petroleum gas, which is considered as an essential commodity, also became stagnant without any
reasonable reason; one private sector company producing and distributing LP gas completely stopped
releasing their products to the market. These actions had a follow-on effect on the election, not only
impacting logistical arrangements made for holding elections, but also raising the question of whether
they were politically motivated interventions.
The Election Commission made substantial efforts to control these waves of strikes, getting the strike
holders to stop or delay them. CMEV strongly believes, however, that the Election Commission must be
more vigilant and conduct an adequate review of these incidents and assess if some of these private
sector companies have artificially created a scarcity of goods in the market with an eye to support
particular political agendas. There must be broader discourse and a wide-ranging comprehension
among concerned parties so as to prevent actions such as these impacting elections in future. In
particular, trade unions, essential service supply companies and political parties must agree on mutual
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norms of conduct so as not negatively impact election operations or to unduly influence voters politically
during election campaigns.

Calls for election boycotts
A small scale youth-led group in the Jaffna district campaigned during the election urging voters to
boycott the election either by not voting entirely or by spoiling their ballots. Posters were displayed
encouraging this across Jaffna accompanied by posts across social media. The voter turnout in Jaffna,
which was the highest ever for a Presidential Election, as well as the number of invalid votes in line with
the other electoral districts, shows that this call for a boycott had limited effect. CMEV believes that
continued engagement of voters in the North and East by the Election Commission and electionoriented civil society organisations would continue to build the capacity of voters in those regions to
exercise their right to vote as fully as possible and to resist initiatives pressuring them to not exercise
this right or to do so negatively.

Irregular investigation at the Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation
As one of the main state-owned media institutions, the Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation (SLRC) always
becomes highly politicised during any election period. Successive governments in power at the time of
elections have attempted to use it to promote their respective election campaigns.
From 6.30 a.m. to 8.00 a.m. on November 07, 2019, Lalith Kannangara, the Returning Officer for Colombo
(who is also the District Secretary of Colombo), the Additional District Secretary of Colombo and several
other officials entered the premises of SLRC to conduct an investigation based on a complaint said to
have been received by them. At some point, the investigating group were detained by the security
officials of the SLRC and not permitted to leave. They were only released later after the intervention of
the Chairperson of the Election Commission.
A CMEV election monitor present at the time of the detention of the Commission officials observed that
even the Election Commission had not been informed by the District Returning Officer prior to
conducting the investigation. While such notice is not mandatory, what is unclear is what compelled the
District Secretary to take such hurried investigatory action, where the legality of accessing a media
institution and taking regulatory action had not been articulated previously by the Commission. When
CMEV contacted the SLRC administration at that time, it was informed that the investigation team had
attempted to enter the main operations centre which is designated as a ‘high sensitive zone’ for which
special approval is required for entry.
CMEV is of the opinion that there was and continues to be a legitimate need for a comprehensive
investigation into the incident by the Election Commission. This investigation needs to make public the
details of the complaint which triggered the investigation team visiting the SLRC. Mr. Kannangara had
gone onto lodge a complaint with the Cinnamon Gardens Police Station stating that SLRC staff had
disturbed the execution of his official duties. CMEV believes that if a proper investigation is conducted
even based on this complaint, there will be an opportunity to understand exactly what occurred on that
day. Until such clarity is provided, even the meaningful actions initiated by other Returning Officers
during the election are inevitably cast into suspicion.
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CMEV’s Election Observation Mission
Deployment of Election Observers
This was the fifth presidential election, and the tenth national-level election observed by CMEV since its
formation in 1997. CMEV deployed a total of 1,684 election observers for the purpose of observing the
election process. This consisted of:





1,300 Static Observers (or Day Observers) stationed at selected polling stations across the
country on Election Day
84 Long Term Observers appointed for the purpose of long term observation at the electorate
level through the entire election process
100 Mobile Election Observers deployed on Election Day to selected polling stations identified
as hot spots susceptible to violence
200 Counting Centre Observers appointed for observation of counting at selected counting
centres

Election observers at all levels were deployed for their respective duties after comprehensive training
programmes which included making an oath before an attorney-at-law to uphold impartial conduct
during the election observation mission.

Contributing Towards Inclusive Elections
CMEV has been steadily working towards improving inclusive elections in Sri Lanka, particularly since it
took up the issue as a core advocacy theme during the Parliamentary General Election 2015 where it
facilitated over 100 people with disabilities (PWDs) to be involved in its election observation processes.
CMEV has prepared training materials, reports and other documents using Braille to enhance a number
of programmes aimed at improving inclusive elections. CMEV has also been engaged with a number of
disabled persons’ organisations (DPOs) for its programmes and to build the network of inclusive
elections-focused organisations, including Enabled Sri Lanka which has undertaken significant measures
to improve the voting rights of PWDs and senior citizens in the country.
CMEV in collaboration with the Election Commission organised and conducted several programmes to
promote inclusive elections at the Presidential Election 2019, including providing over 150 PWDs to be
involved in its election observation. This and a number of other programmes, addressed the range of
challenges faced by PWDs in being able to exercise their right to vote, and socialised needed reforms
and solutions with media institutions, civil society organisations and government institutions. DPOs
taking part in election observation on Election Day as Mobile and Static Observers included the Northern
Province Consortium of Organisations for the Differently Abled (NPCODA), Wellassa Organisation of
Persons with Disabilities (WOPD), Disability Sensitive Advocacy Team (DSAT) and Swashakthi Group of
Persons with Disabilities, Matale.
The conversation on inclusive elections CMEV had helped start has seen the Election Commission
providing improved facilities to PWDs to a certain extent, particularly regarding improving access to
polling stations. However, even five years after the conversation had been sparked, basic issues
regarding access persist, such as not just providing better access into polling centres but locating polling
centres in easily reachable locations in the first place; on having ballot papers and polling centre
procedures that address the range of disabilities voters may have; and on improving the voter
registration itself for PWDs. Inclusive elections can only be secured through a collective undertaking that
involves government authorities, election management bodies, and civil society organisations, who listen
to and engage with PWDs. This engagement is still lacking in Sri Lanka. While CMEV will continue to
advocate for inclusive elections, it hopes other mandated or concerned stakeholders join it.
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Monitoring of Estimated Election Campaign Costs
While CMEV focused on its regular election observation processes with specific attention to election
related violence and violations of election laws; it also undertook a new initiative: the observation of
estimated election campaign costs of presidential candidates, their political parties and supporters, for
the first time ever in Sri Lankan electoral and election observation history. The initiative sampled
campaign costs across print, electronic and social media, as well as other physical costs, to create a
picture of how much each candidate’s campaign was spending on election campaigning.
This new initiative received widespread and constructive attention and interest from a diverse range of
stakeholders. The final CMEV Election Campaign Finance Report can be accessed through
www.cmev.org.

Online Presence
CMEV was the only election observation mission to have a consistent presence online across multiple
social media channels throughout the entire election period for Presidential Election 2019. This included
its activities on Facebook (through facebook.com/electionviolence) and Twitter (twitter.com/cmev)
in addition to its website (www.cmev.org). CMEV’s posting of election violation summaries as well as
estimated election campaign costs in the lead up to Election Day; election violation updates during
Election Day; and its observations in the post-election period; all received considerable attention from
voters, media outlets, international observation missions, diplomatic missions and international
observers. This online presence supplemented CMEV’s traditional presence on print and television
media, through its participation and citation in reports, discussions, debates and voter education
programmes.

Staff members at CMEV Headquarters on Election Day
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Trends in Election Violations
CMEV adopted a comprehensive and systematic network and approach to recording election related
complaints. Having made a detailed analysis of each of those complaints and in line with subsequent
incident categorisation, the total number of confirmed and verified complaints CMEV received totalled
1,088. A detailed analysis of those complaints and corresponding incidents have been provided in this
report commencing from page 34.
Looking at these complaints at broadly, Presidential Election 2019 reflected a diverse and new range of
trends in election violations which adversely impacted the overall election process, and could continue
to do so in future elections. These trends have the particular potential to challenge the statutory powers
vested in the Election Commission to hold free and fair elections. These trends are discussed below.

Political campaigning and misuse of public resources by public officials
Political campaigning and the misuse of state resources by public officials has long been a phenomenon
in Sri Lanka. Indeed, one of the ‘perks’ of being in government for political parties is the access to public
resources to conduct political campaigning. This phenomenon persists despite it violating election laws
and provisions of the Establishment Code.
This phenomenon was evident at all levels of government. Several ministries, government departments,
boards, and authorities also acted in violation of election laws and guidelines issued by the Election
Commission to promote the candidacy of Mr. Sajith Premadasa, representing the NDF. CMEV observed
that the Department of Samurdhi Development (DSD), National Housing Development Authority,
Janatha Estate Development Board (JEDB) were especially politicised institutions. Institutional heads such
as the Director-General of the DSD, S.E.R.G.MS.P. Bandara, and the Chairman of the JEDB, Kapila
Yakandawala, openly used their respective institutions for election campaigning.
In addition, the 340 local government authorities functioning during the Presidential Election period
(minus the Elpitiya Pradeshiya Sabha which was unelected, see pages 14-15) were also particular sites of
illegal political campaigning and misuse of state resources, with politicians and officials from many of
those local authorities were using public resources to promote candidates of their choice.
It should be the absolute expectation and the sole responsibility of the institutions mandated and in
charge of enforcing election laws to prevent such persons from large scale misuse of state property for
election promotion and to take immediate necessary disciplinary action. Numerous complaints
regarding illegal activities carried out by many institutions including the above-mentioned bodies were
submitted to the Election Commission by CMEV.
While the Election Commission took some steps to curb this phenomenon, they were not rigorous
enough to counter its widespread and systemic incidence throughout the election campaign. There is
also insufficient public awareness that such behaviour is in violation of election laws, and that they
constitute offences.

Provincial Governors’ unethical involvement in election campaigning
This election once again featured Provincial Governors acting in partisan ways to promote presidential
candidates, highlighting the ambiguous and unethical functioning of the position of Provincial Governor.
The Governor of a Province is an unelected position appointed by the President using the discretionary
powers vested in the Executive Presidency. The Provincial Governor heads the Provincial Public Service
Commission as a non-partisan agent of the central government and must facilitate independent
government administration and provincial development in close collaboration with the elected public
representatives of the Province (at the Provincial Council and local government authorities).
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One of the major reasons the role was especially politicised at this election was that by the time of its
commencement, all nine Provincial Councils had completed their valid terms and had become dissolved
(due to Provincial Council elections not being scheduled in time). This made the Provincial Governors
become the de facto heads of the Provincial Governments.
A number of Provincial Governors were visibly promoting the campaigns of presidential election
candidates. In particular, the Governors of the Western, North Western and Southern Provinces, A.J.M.
Musammil, Peshala Jayarathne, and Hemal Gunasekara, respectively, were actively involved in and
contributed to promoting the SLPP candidate and had participated in public meetings and rallies
delivering speeches on his behalf.
CMEV lodged complaints with the Election Commission asking to conduct immediate investigations and
uncover whether the donations being distributed by those Governors in public meetings were from
Provincial funds. The Election Commission, having considered all such complaints, issued a circular
stating that those Governors should resign from the respective positions temporarily. However, they
refused to comply with the circular.
There is no legal bar in Sri Lanka to any person being a Provincial Governor and being in involved in
party politics, including holding office bearer or organiser positions. However, the actual behaviour of
many of those holding Governor positions shows clear conflicts of interest and misuses of public
resources. By effectively acting as an extension of the President’s partisan political interests. CMEV’s view
is that a result of such personal partisan agendas and unethical behaviour, the credibility of the position
of Provincial Governor itself has become degraded and undermined.

Religious leaders engaging in election campaigning
A number of incidents connected to religious leaders influencing voters for the purposes of promoting
presidential candidates were reported to CMEV and were widely observable through media and online
channels. Such activities occurred in a range of settings, from religious sites and places of worship, to
public gatherings and rallies, to voters’ personal homes. Some of these activities went beyond promoting
certain candidates to actively using divisive rhetoric against other ethnoreligious communities.
Some other events, such as a dhathu (relic) exhibition organised at the historic Kelaniya Raja Maha
Viharaya during the last week of the election campaign, while not specifically held to promote any
political party or candidate nevertheless featured Buddhist monks and laypersons expressing opinions
about the SLPP candidate Mr. Rajapaksa. These events were also extensively covered by certain privatelyowned media channels, with television programming dedicated to them. Other incidents amounted to
clear election law violations. For instance, a group of persons stationed in the vicinity of Kelaniya Raja
Maha Viharaya during the cooling-off period of 48 hours after the end of election campaign promotion
activities distributed lotus flower buds to temple attendees and asked them to vote for Mr. Rajapaksa.
It is the democratic right of any Sri Lankan to appear on behalf of any particular political party, candidate
or ideology. CMEV fully recognises this right and does not in wish to curtail it in any way. However, the
promotion of political parties, candidates and ideologies without express approval or declaration in nonpolitical settings is a clear violation of election laws.
Neither the Election Commission nor election observation organisations have the capacity to monitor or
regulate the thousands of places of worship across the country. Reprimand of such promotional activities
at places of worship may also be used by those religious leaders to claim persecution of their religious
rights. As such, it is incumbent on religious leaders to use their positions of social influence in a
responsible manner and not abuse it. In their public capacity, they must not use their words and actions
to engage in political promotion in any way.
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Continuous breaches of Election Commission Media Guidelines
A frustrating feature during this election was that most of printed and electronic media institutions
provided ex parte media coverage and promoted the candidates of their choice. Instead of acting to
provide information to voters in an effective and systematic way to enable them to make informed
electoral decisions, most media companies acted with the intention of swaying public opinion in favour
of the political candidates of their choice.
The entire setup regarding elections and the media in Sri Lanka, from the issuing of frequency licenses
for transmissions to the establishment and implementation of the Sri Lanka Press Council, is outdated
and in complete disorder. Media management and regulation in this context is in a way two sides of the
same coin, as media entities themselves perform both tasks.
One other noticeable trend was that most of electronic media had invited (mostly retired) public officials
for discussions during which they levelled allegations against certain election candidates. For instance,
Police officers who were involved in investigations on the Easter Sunday attacks (who had retired by the
point of the election) made media appearances where they denigrated certain candidates by disclosing
sensitive security information. Not allowing the concerned parties to respond to such allegations was a
clear violation of media guidelines.
The Election Commission has the authority to establish a Standing Committee of Permanent
Representatives on Media Guidelines under its supervision in future. The need for such a Committee was
mentioned by the Election Commission itself in Section 01 of the Media Guidelines Schedule it published
on September 19, 2019 under Article 104B(5)(a), (b) and (c)(i) of the Constitution.

The use of minors for election campaigning
As persons not eligible to vote and incapable of giving free and informed consent to political
campaigning activities by law, the use of children in political campaigning is a serious breach of ethics.
A number of political parties used children for their election campaigning activities during this election,
with children appearing television, print and electronic political advertisements to holding political party
flags and materials at meeting venues until the end of rallies. CMEV lodged a number of complaints with
the Election Commission in this regard.
While the National Child Protection Authority had established a separate unit for investigations on the
use of children in election campaigning and requested the public to make complaints of any such
incidents, details about the number of complaints received or the actions taken on them have not been
made public.

Adverse impact of new media platforms
New media platforms made more of a decisive impact on the Presidential Election this time around than
in any other election in the past. It is unquestionable that new media is a valuable tool in bringing the
election process much closer to voters given that platforms such as Facebook, Youtube and Twitter have
wide and increasing reach to Sri Lankans. Nonetheless, CMEV’s opinion is that instead having a positive
impact on the election process, new media platforms became an uncontrollable force which had a
significantly adversarial impact on the election process. This was both because of uncontrolled
advertising by political parties, candidates and supporters, often flouting election regulations (such as
not advertising during the silent period); hate speech; threatening, intimidating or otherwise violent
election-related content; and misinformation and disinformation posted on these platforms.
The Election Dispute Resolution Unit established by the Election Commission received complaints
related to election violations on social media platforms, and duly took the necessary steps to inform the
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relevant social media companies. At the beginning of the election campaign, the Election Commission
also attempted to establish a joint mechanism which brought together social media companies and
election observation organisations for two meetings. As the election campaign went on, however, these
social media companies, in particular Facebook, were lethargic in responding to the high volume of
election violations reported and flagged to them. It was readily apparent that these companies did not
prioritise the running of a free and fair election and the reduction of election violations on their
platforms, as much as their other motives. The mismatch between their own internal standards (such as
Facebook’s community standards) and the laws, regulations and media guidelines imposed by the
Election Commission was very clear at this point. What was less clear was who had authority to regulate
the election violations occurring on these platforms. It must be noted that the rapport between Twitter,
election monitoring organisations, and the Election Commission was more positive, and resulted in posts
relating to hate speech and misinformation being removed promptly.
Going forward, it is essential that the Election Commission brings all relevant stakeholders to clarify the
limits of new media usage and how to prevent election violations occurring on these platforms. The
Election Commission must also clarify where the legal authority to regulate advertisements and election
campaigning on these platforms lies, and advocate for legislation and regulations to be passed if
necessary so that it can obtain this authority.

CMEV Mobile Observers on Election Day
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Recommendations
Taking into account the features and trends observed during the concluded Presidential Election, CMEV
presents the following recommendations. They are categorised into two: the first set are presented with
an eye towards the forthcoming Parliamentary General Election, and the second set are presented
towards enhancing the sustainability and integrity of the election process in Sri Lanka more broadly. For
each recommendation, CMEV has identified the stakeholders best placed to implement it.

I. Recommendations for the Forthcoming Parliamentary General Election
1. Introduce accessible, geographically convenient polling stations
The Election Commission must immediately assess the locations of all polling stations across the
country, and consider relocating remote, difficult to reach polling stations to more geographically
convenient places. It must also take care to select locations for polling stations which people with
disabilities can access easily and, in situations no such suitable locations available, to provide as many
facilities as possible to enable people with disabilities to cast their vote (for instance, the Election
Commission provided three wheelers at the main gates of certain polling stations, or gave advice to the
Senior Presiding Officers to arrange registration desks at the entrances to polling stations). CMEV
received a number of complaints this election, as in past elections, about the excessive time taken by
voters to access some remote polling stations due to not being located close to populated areas, or
being physically difficult to reach (i.e. such as places requiring long climbs).

2. Enact comprehensive legislation to regulate campaign finances
Parliament must immediately enact comprehensive legislation to regulate campaign finances. A Bill that
covers all necessary aspects of campaign finances has already been prepared by the Election Commission
and includes candidate declarations of assets and liabilities; donation limits to parties and candidates;
restrictions on advertising; and party and candidate expenditure disclosures. Parliament must take this
Bill up and pass it immediately. The need for such campaign finance regulation was deeply stressed by
Presidential Election 2019 which saw record amounts of money being spent by political parties and
candidates in a completely opaque and unregulated manner (see CMEV’s Report on its Campaign Costs
Monitoring Initiative for extensive detail on this).

3. Manage campaign finances in a transparent manner
Each political party and independent group should take necessary action to disclose the election
campaign costs incurred by their respective candidates. The secretaries of political parties and the
leaders of independent groups can become role models and influence other candidates to be
transparent in campaign finances by proactively disclosing their own campaign expenses. Additionally,
political parties and independent groups can adopt voluntary approaches like disclosing the overall
election campaign cost incurred for their overall election campaign. It is a responsibility incumbent on
the media and social civic movements to convince voters of the importance of campaign finance
disclosure and demand it from politicians.

4. Demand that candidates disclose their assets and liabilities
Civil society organisations should take the lead role in organising a broad collective social campaign
to demand all candidates who expect to be elected by people to become lawmakers to fully disclose
their respective assets and liabilities. Political parties and independent groups must extend their
cooperation to make it a reality, and should at least take action to disclose this information on their
respective websites. The space available for scrutiny declarations of asset and liabilities of candidates
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contesting elections is very limited in the context of the existing legal framework in Sri Lanka. The
Election Commission is also left only with the option of collecting a select number of documents related
to the declaration of assets and liabilities.

5. Increase the profile of the Election Dispute Resolution Mechanism
The Election Commission should inform and educate political parties, law enforcement, active election
observer organisations and other election stakeholders about the Election Dispute Resolution
Mechanism (EDRM) it has established. It should also take necessary action to ensure the EDRM is fully
functional at the onset of the forthcoming Parliamentary General Election. The Election Commission
should also systematically inform political parties, election observer organisations and other
stakeholders of the legal provisions and action that will be taken by the EDRM in connection with
election related disputes.

6. Publicise actions taken against persons involved in election violence and violations
The Election Commission and Sri Lanka Police must ensure that they publicise the legal actions they
pursue through the courts against election violence and violations. The number of legal matters the
Election Commission produces before courts in collaboration with Sri Lanka Police at the end of each
election is reasonably high, despite the fact that the Commission operates under a restricted context
with no powers to directly initiate litigation. However, the level of knowledge and understanding of these
matters by electoral stakeholders and voters is quite low. Publicising these legal actions can foremost
act as a deterrent in future for political parties, candidates and their supporters in engaging in election
violence and violations.

7. Prevent religious leaders from using religious premises to promote election campaigns
The freedom of holding any political opinion of one’s preference should be enjoyed by all citizens,
however, the use of religious premises for the promotion or demotion of political parties or candidates
in elections by religious leaders is both legally and ethically unsound. This is primarily because it
adversely affects the ability and freedom of voters to make informed choices. The existing legal
provisions are quite sufficient to curb this type of activity. To demystify misconceptions which may arise
in trying to implement the law against culprits of such incidents, the Election Commission must start a
dialogue with religious leaders on this issue, and then move towards prosecution if this is unsuccessful.

8. Prevent the use of minors for political campaigning
Priority must be given to preventing the use of children in political campaigning at the meeting of the
permanent representatives of political parties before each election and similar meetings and discussion
forums. Additionally, the Election Commission, the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs, and the
National Child Protection Authority should establish a proper mechanism through which such
incidents could be reported to, systematically be traced and necessary legal action be taken.

9. Minimise the percentage of rejected postal vote applications
The Election Commission must immediately take necessary action, subsequent to a proper and
immediate assessment, to curtail the increasing percentage of postal vote applications being rejected.
This will involve reviewing the criteria for postal vote applications and amending them where necessary,
and communicating the criteria and application requirements to all eligible voters clearly to reduce the
number of unsuccessful postal vote applications being made.

27

10. Enable advance voting for voters unable to access polling stations on Election Day
The Election Commission should take all possible steps to ensure that facilities are made for these
voters to cast their votes in advance of Election Day, either by expanding the postal voting criteria or by
introducing a specialised Advance Voting facility. The percentage of voters who are unable to cast their
vote despite being eligible for voting in each election is reasonably high in Sri Lanka. These voters include
employees of public and private sectors engaging in essential services (such as medical, utilities and
security services); persons involved in election operations and observation processes; and persons
hospitalised or remanded during Election Day. It also includes the hundreds of workers at the 13 Free
Trade Zones in the country (including at Katunayake and Biyagama) who face many difficulties getting
any or sufficient leave to return to the places they are registered to vote at in order to cast their votes.

11. Immediately approve the amendments to the Registration of Electors Act No. 44 of
1980 submitted by the Election Commission
Before the next election, Parliament should prioritise and immediately pass the Bill inclusive of
amendments proposed by the Election Commission to make the current voter registration process less
rigid which has already been published as a gazette notification. The current voter registration process
requires the revision of electoral registers and the process of registering eligible voters to start on June
1st of each year. Only the voter registry which has been completed at the time a proclamation for a
particular election is issued will be considered as applicable to that election. Depending on when an
election is called, this has the potential to disenfranchise many voters for not being properly registered
to vote, despite their eligibility to be registered to vote.

A CMEV press conference during the election campaign period

28

12. Facilitate the voting rights of Buddhist female monks
Sri Lanka has nearly 8,000 Buddhist female monks (Bhikkhunis) in over 345 monastaries (ārāma), out of
which only around 2,000 have received higher ordination (upasampadā status) whilst the vast majority
of 6,000 remain as novices (in the sāmanera ordination). Despite all of them being commonly interpreted
as Buddhist female monks, their formal acceptance within their respective Orders (Nikayās) in relation
to public services is unclear. Only a very minority of around 300 are entitled to have a National Identity
Card, which is one of the primary identification documents approved by the Election Commission for
being able to cast a vote.
Accordingly, despite being able to become registered as a voter, without a NIC a Buddhist female monk
may face challenges when casting votes. It must be noted that this concerns the wider issue of ordination
within the various Buddhist Orders in Sri Lanka, which are matters for those Orders and concerned lay
persons. Insofar as it disenfranchises a significant number of citizens, however, CMEV encourages urgent
intervention by the Election Commission through close collaboration by all concerned parties including
the Department of Buddhist Affairs, the Department of Registration of Persons, the Human Rights
Commission (which attempted to intervene in the matter during this election) and if essential, the
Mahanayaka Theros.

13. Make the process of issuing temporary identification documents more systematic and
broaden the scope of accepted identification documents
The Election Commission and the Department of Registration of Persons must institutionalise and
continue the very effective system they had collaboratively introduced for persons without regular
identification documents to cast their votes during Presidential Election 2019. This arrangement was in
addition to the temporary identification card issued by district-level Assistant/District Election Officers
with the assistance of Grama Niladharis and approval of Assistant/Deputy Election Commissioners. The
process can be strengthened by broadening the accepted identification documents to include, for
example, Gender Identity Certificates. This must be accompanied by a comprehensive awareness raising
campaign, particularly targeted at voters who are more likely to not have regular identification
documents, such as voters who are internally displaced, living on plantation estates or are transgender.

14. Disclose information on transfers, provision of leave and other administrative
decisions relating to government officers working adjacent to the election process
The Election Commission or any other relevant government institution including Sri Lanka Police
must obtain and publish accurate information with regard to transfers, provision of leave and other
administrative decisions relating to government staff officers, including Police officers, publicly during
the entire election period. There is a noticeable lack of this information being available in line with
established due procedure, which actively hinders election operations and affects the credibility of the
election process and its perceived impartiality.

15. Establish the Standing Committee of Permanent Representatives on Media Guidelines
The Election Commission should take immediate action to establish the Standing Committee of
Permanent Representatives on Media Guidelines under Section 01 of the Media Guidelines Schedule
published by the Election Commission on September 19, 2019 (or any revision to the Guidelines to be
published in future), under Article 104B(5)(a), (b) and (c)(i) of the Constitution. The guidelines developed
through this Committee, as applicable to print, television and electronic media, should be strictly
enforced by the Election Commission. They should also be the basis for a systematic societal discourse
on the extent to which conventional and new media influences election results and the need for proper
media ethics during election campaigns.
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16. Clarify the legal framework for social media companies and duly enforce it
The Election Commission should clarify its media and legal guidelines and other directions to social
media companies, and enforce their compliance. This must be accompanied by the Election Commission,
Sri Lanka Police, election observation organisations and other interested stakeholders working in
coordination with each other to create interventions to address the use of social media during election
campaigns, directed at social media companies as well as social media users and political parties and
campaigns.
The highest use of social media during an election in Sri Lanka was recorded in Presidential Election
2019. A consequence of this was a huge rise in complaints related to misinformation, disinformation and
hate speech being shared via diverse range of social media platforms. This was accompanied by a lack
of clarity for all election stakeholders about what the limits of election campaigning online by political
parties and candidates are. Without a proactive response, this phenomenon will only become more
severe in future.

17. Ensure consistent and timely budget allocations for executing election operations
The Treasury must take responsibility for efficiently allocating financial disbursements in advance in
order to avoid such issues in future. Parliament should also ensure that appropriations earmarked for
election operations and for the Election Commission are done in a consistent manner so that there are
no sudden and unexpected financial shortfalls that cannot be met quickly. During Presidential Election
2019, many public employees involved in election duties could only reimburse their due pay a substantial
time after the election as financial allocations were not made available in a timely manner by the
Treasury. A reason for this was the actual cost of the election being much higher than the cost estimated
by the Election Commission, a perennial issue in Sri Lanka. The delays in pay were accompanied by
numerous critiques by disgruntled public employees on social media, which has the potential to affect
the credibility of the election process if repeated again in future.
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II. Long-Term Recommendations for the Election Process
1. Review and enact the proposals of the Committee of Permanent Representatives of the
Election Commission
Sri Lanka’s election laws are close to four decades old, and have not been comprehensively updated
since their introduction. Gaps in the laws as well as the outdated nature of numerous provisions are
becoming increasingly apparent and pressing with each election.
For instance, Presidential Election 2019 highlighted a number of legal and practical difficulties caused
by a large number of candidates contesting. A contributing factor to this was the deposit amount for a
candidate not having been changed since its introduction in the Presidential Election Act No. 15 of 1981.
Another example is the challenge to the action taken by the Election Commission to prevent using digital
display boards for election campaigning activities. While the Supreme Court refused to grant leave to
proceed for this petition, the incident highlighted the absence of sufficient legal provisions to capture
some of the unconventional violations of election laws, particularly with increasing new technologies.
The rapid rise in the use of social media, and the inability to address election violations relating to hate
speech, misinformation and illicit campaigning on social media platforms, is also an urgent issue.
There is thus an urgent need to comprehensively review and update all election laws, taking into account
the gaps in the laws, and to update them to meet contemporary challenges. The Election Commission
has conducted a series of discussions over years through a Committee of Permanent Representatives
proposed by political parties themselves, which has gathered a range of diverse opinions from election
stakeholders and formulated a number of proposed amendments to existing election laws. The
Committee must collate these amendments in report and Bill form and call for further consultation on
them. It must then immediately present the Bill to Parliament for passage.

2. Appoint a Parliamentary Select Committee on electoral reform
There are a number of election-related issues that arise with each election in Sri Lanka which require
legal and administrative reform to be effectively addressed. Importantly, some of these reforms cannot
simply be implemented on a one-off basis after an election, and instead require concentrated effort by
numerous stakeholders over an entire election cycle.
A permanent Parliament Select Committee can take up such a task, as it will have the power to advance
legislative reforms through Parliament, as well as call for consultations from a diverse range of elections
stakeholders in the country. Such a Committee can also contribute towards depoliticising both election
reform and administration. A basic draft document and a formal proposal developed by the Election
Commission can be used as the basis for this Committee, and it should be a priority when the new
Parliament is formed, through an amendment of the Standing Orders.
The functions of this Parliamentary Select Committee should include campaign finance regulation;
facilitating out of country voting rights; introducing guidelines for regulating conventional and new
media during elections; strengthening the annual voter registration revision process; and ensuring
inclusive election processes. It can also conduct comprehensive post-election reviews of the election
process, to highlight and address election challenges in an ongoing basis.
An alternative to having a dedicated Parliamentary Select Committee is to make electoral reform a
permanent standing item for debate and legislative action in one of the existing Select Committees, such
as the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Internal Administration and Public Management, or on Legal
Affairs (anti-corruption) and Media. Either a dedicated Parliamentary Select Committee or electoral
reform being a permanent subject of discussion in other Select Committees is a feature found in
numerous legislatures worldwide.
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3. Conduct a proper review and amendment of the powers vested in the Election
Commission to deliver its mandate
The sustainable existence of any election management body depends on the extent to which such a
body has the power to effectively carry out the tasks it is mandated to do. The Election Commission of
Sri Lanka faces a number of difficulties in fully carrying out its mandate of conducting free and fair
elections because it does not have adequate powers to do so.
For instance, it does not have the power to publicise an election calendar through which either the
election date or the time periods for holding elections in general can be set. It also does not have the
power to directly initiate litigation. It must instead rely on submitting “B” Reports through the Sri Lanka
Police, a procedure that delays resolving election disputes in a timely manner. The Election Commission’s
legal department is also underpowered to deal with other public authorities. Finally, it does not have the
power to act as a legally binding election dispute resolution body, as it requires the courts or law
enforcement, or simply the compliance of disputing parties, to fully enforce its decisions.
These matters should be carefully considered by Parliament with the view of empowering the Election
Commission to fully carry out its mandate. This would necessarily entail Constitutional amendment, or
at the very least, legislative amendment. Such a process should also consider taking steps to establish a
unique court for the sole purpose of election-related litigation and dispute resolution. These reforms
will substantially enhance the election process of this country.

4. Design a comprehensive, long-term action plan to increase the participation of women
and youth at all political levels
The very low levels of women’ and youth representation in elected bodies at all levels across the country
is an indictment on politics and governance in Sri Lanka. It is also a challenge that cannot be overcome
simply through nominal compliance of minimal requirements for representation. For instance, the
women’s quota introduced for local government elections in 2018, whilst a long overdue and welcome
reform, is not a guarantee on how effectively or meaningfully women who are elected can operate as
representatives. It must also be noted the various difficulties women faced navigating the quota and the
new election system (such as receiving nominations only through the proportional lists and not for
electorates). The quota also came at the cost of an existing youth representation quota. Thus, even
institutional reforms face the obstacles enforced by Sri Lanka’s exclusive political culture, and rigid party
structures with little internal democracy.
The Ministry of Women’s Affairs, the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Skills Development and the
Ministry of Provincial Councils and Local Government Authorities, in close collaboration with the
Election Commission, should take lead roles to design a comprehensive, long-term action plan to
ensure effective and efficient women’s and youth participation in politics. Such a plan should be
multifold and targeted at multiple stakeholders:


at political parties to encourage party leadership (and particularly party secretaries) to take
women’s and youth representation more seriously, and to empower the women’s and youth
wings of political parties
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at administrators at various relevant Ministries themselves to incorporate women’s and youth
representation into existing policies and programmes that reach these constituencies (for
instance, the National Youth Policy)
at schools, universities and teacher training colleges to help students understand the importance
of women’s and youth representation and to provide the tools to advocate for it
at civil society organisations and particularly grassroots, community-based organisations, to
actively encourage their women and youth members to advocate for and pursue political
representation for the benefit of their communities

CMEV Mobile Observers taking the oath of impartiality at a training session
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List of Abbreviations
These abbreviations have been used in the following tables and charts to denote political parties, independent candidates and other entities recorded by CMEV in
incidents relating to election violence and violations.
Political Parties
SLPP
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
NPP
National People’s Power
NDF
National Democratic Front
NPM
National People’s Movement
DUNF
Democratic United National Front
SPSL
Socialist Party of Sri Lanka
OPPP
Our Power of People Party
USP
United Socialist Party
NSSP
Nava Sama Samaja Party
SEP
Socialist Equality Party
NSU
Nawa Sihala Urumaya
SDP
Social Democratic Party
SLLP
Sri Lanka Labour Party
JSP
Jana Setha Peramuna
FLSP
Front Line Socialist Party
DNM
Democratic National Movement
RJP
Ruhunu Janatha Party
OWORS Okkoma Wasiyo Okkoma Rajawaru Sanvidanaya
NUP
Nationalities Unity Organisation
ONF
Our National Front

Independent Candidates
R.W.
Rajiva Wijesinha
J.K.
Ketagoda Gamage Jayantha Perera
S.A.
S. Amarasinghe
A.P.
Anuruddha Polgampala
M.F.
Warnakulasooriya Milroy Surgeus Fernando
S.H.
Chandrasekara Herath Hitihami Koralalage Samansiri
V.K.
Sarath Vijithakumara Keerthirathne
C.A.
Chaminda Anurudhdha
S.W.
Samaraweera Weerawanni
A.W.
Ashoka Wadigamangawa
LD.M.
Illias Idroos Mohamed
P.W.
Piyasiri Wijenayake
M.K.S.
M. K. Shivajilingam
Hishb.
M. L A. M. Hizbullah
M.L.
Ahmed Hassan Mohamed Alavi
Other
PNG
Police
Govt.

Party Not Given
Police
Government Officers
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Pre-Election Observation [27/09/2019 – 15/11/2019]
Geographic Spread of Pre-Election Offences by Type
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Alleged Perpetrators of Pre-Election Offences by Area and Party

36

Alleged Pre-Election Offences by Party and Incident Type

37

Party Affiliations of Complainants vs. Perpetrators of Election Day Offences
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Total Pre-Election Incidents Breakdown
Total Incidents by Province (%)
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Major Pre-Election Incidents
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Minor Pre-Election Incidents
Minor Incidents by Province (%)
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Alleged Perpetrators of Pre-Election Incidents
Major Incidents: Alleged Perpetrators by Party
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Pre-Election Incident Complaints by Party
Complaints Made by SLPP (90)
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Profiles of Pre-Election Incidents by Party
Profile of Alleged Major Incidents by Party
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CMEV Voter Education Materials
‘What To Bring To The Polling Station’ Infographics

45

Leave Entitlements Infographics

46

‘How To Vote’ Infographics
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Election Day Observation [16/11/2019]
Geographic Spread of Election Day Offences by Type

48

Alleged Perpetrators of Election Day Offences by Area

49

Alleged Election Day Offences by Party
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Party Affiliations of Complainants vs. Perpetrators of Election Day Offences

51

Total Election Day Incidents Breakdown
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Major Election Day Incidents Breakdown
Major Incidents by Province
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Minor Election Day Incidents Breakdown
Minor Incidents by Province (%)
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Alleged Perpetrators of Election Day Incidents
Major Incidents: Alleged Perpetrators by Party
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Election Day Incident Complaints by Party
Complaints Made by SLPP (4)

Complaints Made by NDF (25)

0%

4%
Against NDF

Against SLPP

Against NPP

Against NPP

Against PNG

Against PNG

Against Govt.

Against Govt

96%

100%

Complaints Made by NPP (13)

Complaints Made by PNG (82)
3% 6%
1%

Against SLPP

8%
Against SLPP

Against NDF

Against NDF

Against NPP

29%
61%

Against PNG

Against PNG

Against Govt.

Against Govt
92%

56

Election Day Media Communiqués
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Summary of Election Day Incidents by Electoral Division
NOTE: This table provides detail on serious and noteworthy incidents only, and as such there may be slight discrepancies between the number indicated on the
“No. Of Incidents Reported At Electoral Division” column and the number of incidents listed in the “Details of Incident” column. In addition, only those electoral
divisions with such incidents are listed here; each electoral district has more electoral divisions than is catalogued here.

Electoral Division

Colombo

Total No.
Of
Registered
Voters

No. Of
Polling
Centres

No. Of
Polling
Centres
Monitored

No. Of
Incidents
Reported
At Electoral
Division

159

11

1,670,403

1,166

Colombo East

66,779

45

1

Ratmalana

70,055

49

3

Kotte

74,941

49

2

Dehiwala

59,653

39

3

Details of Incident

Temporary Shed of the Proorvarama Temple Poorvarama Road Kirulapone Colombo
05 (No. 25)
It was reported to CMEV that in the vicinity of the polling station, an unknown party
distributed SLPP cards to voters and influenced them to vote for their candidate.
Sri Vijayarama Maha Viharaya Sri Gnanendra Road Rathmalana – Hall No. 01 & Hall
No. 02 (No. 38 & 39)
It was reported to CMEV that a monk, by standing in front of the polling station, at 9.30
a.m. influenced the voters to vote for SLPP
Siri Siddaththaramaya Viharasthanaya Nawala Rajagiriya (No. 15)
It was reported to CMEV that two individuals supporting the SLPP threatened a NDF
supporter near the polling station.
Temporary Shed at Sri Sudharshanarama Viharaya Sri Vimalasara Road Kalubowila
Dehiwala (No. 16)
It was reported to CMEV that a group of SLPP supporters influenced the voters in the
vicinity of the polling station at 9.34 a.m.
Pavilion of Sri Saranankara Road Play Ground Saranankara Road Kalubowila
Dehiwala/Temporary Shed at Sri Sudharshanarama Viharaya Sri Vimalasara Road
Kalubowila Dehiwala (No. 14 & 16)
It was reported to CMEV that former Mayor Danasiri Amaratunga, a SLPP supporter, along
with a group of persons travelled by a black Prado vehicle (CAJ 8886) and a Honda vehicle
(CAB 9580) to close proximity of the polling station and influenced voters.
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Presbyterian Girls School Major LV Gunarathne Mawatha (No. 34)
It was reported to CMEV that Upul Gamage, a member of Dehiwala Mount Lavinia
Municipal Council, along with around 20 persons influenced voters to for SLPP candidate
within the vicinity of the polling station.
Gampaha

1,751,892

1,171

116

22

Minuwangoda

142,378

94

5

Negambo

111,326

78

5

Dompe

122,912

85

3

Ganihimulla Primary School (No. 18)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with NDF symbol printed on those were scattered in the
vicinity of the polling station.
Horampella Seelavimala Maha Vidyalaya - Hall Nos. 1 & 2 (Nos. 13 & 14)
It was reported to CMEV that group of SLPP supporters gathered in the vicinity of the
polling stations and the Police chased them off but they came back again.
Dhammarama Primary School Arangawa (No. 15)
It was reported to CMEV that there were groups of people gathered in the vicinity of the
polling station.
Ranasinghe Vidyalaya Korasa – Hall No. 01 (No. 26)
It was reported to CMEV that cards carrying the NDF symbol thrown in the vicinity of the
polling station at around 4.10 p.m.
Burullapitiya Maha Vidyalaya (No. 82)
It was reported to CMEV that 20 people supporting NDF influenced the voters in the vicinity
of the polling station to vote for their candidate.
Dalupatha Maha Vidyalaya - Hall Nos. 01 & 02
It was reported to CMEV that voters of Dalupotha area were illegally transported by a van
(bearing registration number 67-7687) to the polling stations at 10.50 a.m.
Dalupatha Maha Vidyalaya - Hall Nos. 01 & 02 (Nos. 1 & 2)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with SLPP symbol printed on those were distributed in
the vicinity of the polling stations at 3.15 p.m.
Holy Cross Pre School Siriwardana Place (No. 39)
It was reported to CMEV that a person named Nihal residing next to the polling station
influenced the voters to vote for the SLPP at 1.00 p.m.
Ettukala Sinhala Mixed School - Hall No. 01 (No. 7)
It was reported to CMEV that a group of supporters of SLPP influenced voters to vote for
SLPP in the vicinity of the polling station at 8.21 a.m.
Kirindiwela Maha Vidyalaya – Hall No. 01 (No. 14)
It was reported to CMEV that the voters of the Thimbirigama area were transported to the
polling station by a three-wheeler (registration number NBU-9196) at 10.50 a.m.
Kumarimulla Government Muslim School (No. 81)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with SLPP symbol printed on those were distributed at
Poogoda Road, Kumarimulla road in close proximity to the polling station, at 7.15 a.m.
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Divulapitiya

114,107

81

2

Katana

155,996

106

7

Kaluthara

955,079

540

Bandaragama

145,338

72

4

Kalutara

124,587

63

1

Horana

133,215

65

2

95

Kudagammana Maha Vidyalaya (No. 14)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP supporters stationed near the polling station backyard
verbally and by distributing liquor bottles at around 9.13 a.m. influenced the voters to vote
for their candidate.
Temporary Shed at Jayabima Jaya Sri Play Ground Kadirana (No. 58)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with SLPP symbol printed on those were scattered in
the vicinity of the polling station.
Building at Sri Harischandra Vihara Harischandrapura (No. 49)
It was reported to CMEV number of cards with the SLPP symbol printed on those were
scattered both sides of the road leading towards the polling station at around 8.27 a.m.
Kondagammulla Junior School (No. 31)
It was reported to CMEV that several SLPP supporters influenced voters to vote for their
candidate in the vicinity of the polling station at 11.03 a.m.
Maternity Clinic Building Kasagahawaththa (No. 84)
It was reported to CMEV that a person distributed cards with NDF symbol printed on those
to voters in the vicinity of the polling station at 10.45 a.m.

11
Preaching Hall of Rajamaha Viharaya Ramukkana (No. 41)
It was reported to CMEV that the Chief Prelate of the Rambukkana Rajamaha Temple,
known to be a SLPP supporter, distributed religious thread bracelets (pirith nool) to voters
and influenced them to vote for the SLPP candidate at 8.22 a.m.
Preaching Hall of Sri Sudharshana Bimbarama Viharaya Malamulla - Hall No. 01
(Male) (No. 70)
It was reported to CMEV that a father cast his son’s vote instead of his own. This incident
occurred at 10.00 a.m. at the polling station.
Preaching Hall of Rajamaha Viharaya Ramukkana (No. 41)
It was reported to CMEV that former Pradeshiya Sabha President, Manoj Sanjaya, a SLPP
promoter with his supporters influenced voters in the vicinity of the polling station at 11.50
a.m.
Sri Somananda Dhamma School Building Nanduwa (No. 11)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP supporters distributed cards with SLPP symbol printed
on those to voters in front of the polling station at 9.40 a.m. even though they were chased
off by the Police before for the same illegal act.
Preaching Hall of Sri Vipayasundarama Viharaya Palannoruwa (No. 1)
It was reported to CMEV that an unauthorised individual entered the polling station and
influenced the voters. Upon the notification of the CMEV monitor, the SPO has taken
actions to remove that person from the polling station.
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Preaching Hall of Sri Sunethrarama Viharaya Kahapitiya Hall 02 (Female) (No. 15)
It was reported to CMEV that only one election officer assisted an old woman to cast her
vote whereas there should have been two officers at that time. This incident occurred at
10.30 a.m.
Mahamathya Vidyalaya Nalluruwa (No. 58)
It was reported to CMEV that a SLPP supporter distributed cards with the symbol of SLPP
printed on those in front of the Nalluruwa Oil/Gas Station in close proximity to the polling
station.
Gamgoda Junior School – Hall No. 01 (No. 6)
It was reported to CMEV that a person identified as Sumith Ranathunga, travelling in his
vehicle had thrown out cards with SLPP symbol printed on those to voters in the vicinity of
the polling station at 10-11.30 a.m.
Magalkanda Buddhist Junior School (No. 26)
It was reported to CMEV that in the vicinity of the polling station, a few people influenced
the voters to vote for the SLPP.
Palayangoda Junior School (No. 10)
It was reported to CMEV that three SLPP supporters whilst being inside in a three-wheeler
(registration number GW 7164) influenced voters near the polling station to vote for their
candidate.

18
Koswatta Wegama Sirisumanarama Viharaya Preaching Hall (No. 3)
It was reported to CMEV that posters of the NDF candidate were displayed near the polling
station.
Halamillawewa Siddhartha Maha Vidyalaya (No. 7)
It was reported to CMEV that a person identified as Dimuth Thushara, utilised a vehicle
bearing registration No. PS 3337 belonging to the North Western Provincial council to
transport voters to the polling station at 8.50 a.m.
Sandalankawa Central College - Hall No 1 (No. 72)
It was reported to CMEV that a representative of SLPP of Kurunegala Province identified as
Kumara Galagedhara alleged to have illegally transported voters in Three Wheels brought
in from outside to the polling station at 9.10 a.m.
Nakolagane Vidyalaya (No. 64)
It was reported to CMEV that NDF supporter identified as Bandula Eariyaawa influenced
voters at the polling station to vote for NDF candidate at 8.20 a.m.
Usgala Gamunu Maha Vidyalaya (No. 51)
It was reported to CMEV that a person named Dananasiri, a businessman influenced voters
in the polling station at 10.10 a.m. to vote for the NDF candidate.
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Peddogama Junior School (No. 24)
It was reported to CMEV that that both SLPP and NDF supporters illegally transported
voters at around 10.35 a.m. to the polling station.
Abokkagama Muslim Maha Vidyalaya (No. 16)
It was reported to CMEV that campaign materials of SLPP candidate were scattered in the
vicinity of the polling station.
Heelogama Maha Vidyalaya (No. 28)
It was reported to CMEV that a group persons led by J. Fernando, SLPP Pradeshiya Sabha
member of Nikaweratiya Pradhesiya Sabha influenced voters to support SLPP at 12.15 p.m.
Heelogama Maha Vidyalaya (No. 28)
It was reported to CMEV that posters of SLPP presidential candidate were pasted near the
polling station.
Malasna Maliyadeva Viharaya - Preaching Hall - Galketiyagama (No. 1)
It was reported to the CMEV that two individuals were arrested with fake ballot papers. A
person identified as WM Thilak Proyadharshana, a supporter of SLPP and a person
identified as A.M. Sudath Ekanayake a supporter of the NDF transported 25 fake ballot
papers by a motorbike bearing registration No. NW BGY 7639 and were arrested by a
mobile Police unit.
Dambeliyadda Primary School (No. 34)
It was reported to CMEV that the vote of a person named Mudalige Kusumalatha Ranjani
had already been cast at the time of her arrival to the polling station.
Pahalagama Maha Vidyalaya (No. 4)
It was reported to CMEV that the Swan symbol belonging to the NDF was drawn on the
carpeted road near the polling station.

18
CH/Katuneriya St. Sebastian Central College (No.6)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of the SLPP candidate were present near polling
station influencing voters to vote for the SLPP candidate.
Pu/Kanamulla Muslim Maha Vidyalaya (No. 03)
It was reported to CMEV that a group of SLPP supporters illegally transported voters to the
polling station.
Pu/Palaviya Sinhala Maha Vidyalaya (No. 42)
It was reported to CMEV that both SLPP and NDF supporters were present near polling
station canvassing for votes for candidates of SLPP and NDF at 10.25 a.m.
Shri Visuddharamaya Ancient Temple Outer Circle Road Puttalam (No. 41)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of SLPP influenced voters in the vicinity of the
polling station to vote for SLPP candidate at around 9.53 a.m.
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Muslim Cultural Center Puttalum (No. 33)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP and NDF supporters influenced voters to support their
respective candidates near the polling station at 10.30 a.m.
Pu/Karathivu Muslim Maha Vidyalaya – Hall No. 01 (No. 72)
It was reported to CMEV that Hector Appuhami, a Member of Parliament of UNP and
supporting NDF candidate, arrived at polling station with his supporters in seven vehicles
and distributed food packets to voters.
Zahihra School (National School) Puttalam – Hall No. 04 (No. 35)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters for both the SLPP and NDF influenced voters in
the vicinity of the polling station to vote for their respective candidates.
Pu/Nallandaluwa Muslim Primary School (No. 2)
It was reported to CMEV that that NPP supporter who lives adjacent to the polling station
displayed posters of SLPP on his vehicle as well as the door of his home.
Pu/Nallandaluwa Muslim Primary School (No. 2)
It was reported to CMEV that NDF posters were displayed opposite the polling station at
9.37 a.m.
Ch/Sri Vadiwambiga Tamil Maha Vidyalaya, Muneshwaram (No. 41)
It was reported to the CMEV that at around 9.40 a.m., supporters of SLPP influenced voters
in the vicinity of the polling station to vote for their candidate.
Maiyawa Divisional Cultural Centre - Nalladarankattuwa (No. 8)
It was reported to CMEV that that SLPP Pradeshiya Sabha Member, Shama Vinodani used a
bus to illegally transport voters to the polling station at 10.40 a.m.
Ch/Sri Sadhananda Maha Vidyalaya Halambawatawana (No. 5)
It was reported to the CMEV by UNP Pradshiya Sabha Member Kelum Nishantha and SLPP
Pradeshiya Sabha Member Sampath Sooriyahetti were present at polling station and
influencing the voters within the polling station at 9.15 a.m.
Ch/Sri Sujatha Model School - Kaakapalliya (No. 52)
It was reported to CMEV that Suraweera Karunaratna, a Pradeshiya Sabha member staying
outside the polling station influenced voters to vote for the NDF candidate at 8.30 a.m.
Pu/Andigama Navodya Maha Vidyalaya (No. 14)
It was reported to CMEV that drunken SLPP supporters misbehaved near the polling station
disturbing and influencing the voters.
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Kumbaloluwa Vidyalaya – Hall No. 01 & 02 (Nos. 57 & 58)
It was reported to CMEV that a person named Nimal Gamini, identified as a Samurdhi
officer staying near the polling station at around 2.30 p.m. influenced voters to vote for the
SLPP.
Maldeniya Vidyalaya Maldeniya (No. 37)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with SLPP candidate’s name and symbol printed on
those were scattered around the house of Sarath Dayananda NPP supporter at 4.30 a.m.
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Sumana Maha Vidyalaya, Senior Section, Talawakale - Hall No. 01 (No.112)
It was reported to CMEV that Lechchaman Bardhy Dasan, SLPP Deputy Mayor distributed
leaflets similar to a model ballot paper mentioning at the bottom of the said paper to vote
for the SLPP candidate. He was arrested by Talawakelle Police with 219 such leaflets.
Reference EIB-122/17, B848/19
Madhdumabandara Vidyalaya Magastota – Hall No. 02 (No. 131)
It was reported to CMEV that a person named Gunasiri Hettiarachchi, a SLPP supporter and
the polling agent to the polling station tried to bring five model ballot papers at 1.30 p.m.
and was arrested by Nuwara Eliya Police.
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Udipaththuwa Primary School Udipaththuwa (No. 15)
It was reported to CMEV that small flyers depicting the name and symbol of NDF candidate
and SLPP candidate were scattered on the Udispaththuwa Nilgala road near the polling
station.
Senadhikari National School Uduwella Rd, Udahenthenna (No. 06)
It was reported to CMEV that a person named Chandani distributed small handbills with the
NDF symbol printed on those and influenced the voters at 12.00 noon.
K/Denu Welamboda Muslim School – Hall No. 01 & 02 Welamboda (Nos. 51 & 52)
It was reported to CMEV that a person identified as Lucky Jayawardana, Udunuwara
electorate organiser of NDF and five of his security personnel have tried to enter the polling
station premises armed with firearms without permission at 3.30 p.m.
K/Denu Lankathilaka Maha Vidyalaya Rabbegamauwa (No. 41)
It was reported to CMEV that Samantha Liyanage, a Pradeshiya Sabha member representing
the NDF along with party supporters entered the polling station without authorisation and
obtained information from the SPO about voter turnout at 3.46 p.m.
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Inamaluwa Veera Wijaya Wimalaratne Maha Vidyalaya - Inamaluwa (No. 99)
It was reported to CMEV that the symbol of the SLPP and “X” mark was drawn on a rock
located 100 meters away from the polling station.
Hattota Amuna Government Maha Vidyalaya - Wellewela (No. 47)
It was reported to CMEV that small flyers with the SLPP symbol and “X” mark printed on
those were scattered on the road 50 meters far from the polling station at 2.30 p.m.

13
Preaching Hall of Pussella Punnodya Viharaya (No. 21)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP supporters distributed leaflets promoting their
candidate at around 6:35 a.m.
Preaching Hall of Udamba Siyambalapitiya Bomalu Viharaya (No. 20)
It was reported to CMEV that a model ballet paper which has put a cross in front of the
SLPP symbol has been displayed at the polling station at 11.40 a.m.
Aranayake Manadi Primary School (No. 27)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with the SLPP symbol printed on those were scattered
across the road leading to the polling station at 8.49 a.m.
Keerapane Sanasa Building (No. 25)
It was reported to CMEV that posters promoting NDF candidate were displayed across the
road leading to the polling station at 9.18 a.m.
Pitiyegama Maha Vidyalaya (No. 42)
It was reported to CMEV that posters/cards supporting SLPP candidate were scattered in
the vicinity of the polling station at 9.01 a.m.
Galigamuwa Junior School (No. 39)
It was reported to CMEV that posters of NDF candidate pasted at NDF party office near
Ambanpitiya tea factory were visible at 7.22 a.m.
Preaching Hall of Atala Sri Bodhirukkaramaya (No.18)
It was reported to CMEV that cards depicting SLPP symbol (Sworn) and name of the SLPP
candidate were scattered around the polling station at 9.00 a.m.
Menikkadawara Vidayala (No. 37)
It was reported to CMEV that NDF supporters influenced voters to vote for their candidate
at 12.00 p.m.

4
2

R/Moraketiya Maha Vidyalaya – Hall No. 02 (No. 4)
It was reported to CMEV that Wimalasiri former member of Kolonna Pradeshiya Sabha
influenced voters to vote for NDF candidate.
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R/Thimbolketiya Vidyalaya (No. 44)
It was reported to CMEV that NDF supporters influenced voters to vote for NDF candidate.
R/Ethoya Vidyalaya (No. 49)
It was reported to CMEV that a white colour Sport Utility Vehicle (SUV) bearing registration
number PY 2952 illegally transported voters to the polling station at 9.43 a.m.
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V/Velikkulam Junior Secondary School (No. 62)
It was reported to CMEV that large banners of the NPP Candidate was displayed in the
vicinity of the polling station at 7.03 a.m.
V/Magathakankulam Government Tamil Mixed School (No. 131)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of the NDF candidate influenced to voters to vote
their candidate by statements and endearments at 9.00 a.m.
Mn/Karisal Roman Catholic Tamil Mixed School, Periyakarisal (No. 8)
It was reported to CMEV that the SLPP supporter identified as Alavudeen had distributed
LKR 5,000 to voters in the vicinity of the polling station at 9.55 a.m.
Mn/Mullikulam Roman Catholic Tamil Mixed School Mullikulam (No. 55)
It was reported to CMEV that an army vehicle (DAG 9559) was used to illegally transport
voters to the polling station.

Jaffna

564,714

631

256

4

Manipay

57,883

62

1

Point Pedro

38,521

46

1

Kopay

59,811

62

1

Vaddukkoddai

49,956

57

1

J/Inuvil Central College (No. 44)
It was reported to CMEV that leaflets with the “swan" symbol printed on those were
scattered near the polling station.
J/Chempiyanapattu Roman Catholic Tamil Mixed School (No. 37)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP’ symbol (Lotus Bud) were scattered around the premises
of the polling station and model ballot papers with the lotus symbol printed on those were
scattered on the road in front of the polling station.
Selvapuram Peniel Church Hall (No. 42)
It was reported to CMEV that the leaflets with the " lotus" symbol were dropped near the
polling station at 7.00 a.m.
J/Karainagar Sundaramoorthy Nayanar Vidyalaya - Hall No. 2 (No. 13)
It was reported to CMEV that while traveling to the polling station to cast vote, Tambirajh, a
supporter of presidential candidate, K. Shivajilingam was assaulted by nearly 10 unknown
persons at the Karainager area. Badly injured victim had lodged a Police complaint at Kayts
Police Station.
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T/Kn/Parameswara Maha Vidyalaya Peraru West Kantale (No. 56)
It was reported to CMEV that small leaflets with the symbol of SLPP candidate were
scattered in front of the polling station at 7.00 a.m.
Galmatiyawa North United Death Donation Society Galmetiyawa (No. 59)
It was reported to CMEV that voters were illegally transported to the polling station by SLPP
supporters at 10.30 a.m.
T/Kn/Raja Ela Maha Vidyalaya Raja Ela Unit 5 Kantale (No. 52)
It was reported to CMEV that leaflets with the NDF candidate’s image were distributed by a
person named Janaka Ashok Bandara, a NDF supporter at the polling station at 11.15 a.m.
T/Kn/Neelapola Vidyalaya Neelapola Seruwila (No. 10)
It was reported to CMEV that Posters of SLPP Candidate were visible on both sides of the
road leading to polling station at 11.45 a.m.
T/Kn/Agrabodhi Maha Vidyalaya Kantale (No. 46)
It was reported to CMEV that posters with the image of NPP candidate were displayed on
either sides of the road near the polling station at 12.00 p.m.

8
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AK/ Al Munawwara Vidyalaya Sinna Puthukkudyiruppu (No. 36)
It was reported to CMEV that a large group identified as NDF supporters gathered in the
vicinity of polling station at 4.00 p.m.
Pulungasmulla Samadhi Pre School Pulungasmulla (No. 62)
It was reported to CMEV that posters with the image of NDF candidate was displayed on
the road leading to the polling station at 3.25 p.m.
AM/MAHA/ Borapola Vidyalaya Borapola (No. 78)
It was reported to CMEV that a supporter of SLPP illegally transported voters to the polling
station by a vehicle bearing registration number (SP-PT 3184) at 9.15 a.m.
Shri Sudaryanaarama Viharasthanyetharmashalawa, Maaligathanna (No. 12)
It was reported to CMEV that that posters with the image and symbol of the NDF candidate
were displayed at a filling station in the vicinity of the Polling station at 8.10 a.m.
Am/Rathmalkandura Maha VidyalayaRathmalkandura (No. 25)
It was reported to CMEV that posters with the image of NPP candidate were displayed near
the polling station at 12.35 a.m.
KM/Pulawarmani Saribudeen Vidyalaya - Hall No.01 Periyaneelavanai (No. 43)
It was reported to CMEV that posters of NDF candidate were displayed at a junction at the
Kattankudi near the polling station.
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BT/Al-Hira Maha Vidyalaya Kattankudy 5 (No. 153)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP Kattankudi Urban Council member Fareed attempted to
influence voters to vote for presidential candidate H.M Hisbulla (independent candidate)
between 8.30-9.00 a.m.
BT/Zaviya Mahaleer Vidyalaya Kattankudy 01 South (No. 144)
It was reported to CMEV that M. Jafeer, supporter of the presidential candidate A.L.A.M.
Hizbullah standing 500 meters away from polling station and influenced influence voters.
BT/Kokkaddicholai Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya - Hall No 01 (No. 113)
It was reported to CMEV that posters with the image of SLPP candidate were pasted at a
junction near to the polling station.
BT/Sittandi Sithy Vinayagar Vidyalaya - Hall No 01 (No. 25)
It was reported to CMEV that voters were influenced by the SLPP supporters to vote for
their candidate in the near of the polling station.
BT/Vinayagar Kiramam Alaimahal Vidyalaya Sittandi - Hall No 01 (No. 23)
It was reported to CMEV that voters were influenced by the SLPP supporters to vote for
their candidate in the vicinity of the polling station.
BT/Brainthuraichenai Azhar Vidyalaya - Hall No 02 (No. 78)
It was reported to CMEV that voters were influenced by the SLPP supporters to vote for
their candidate near the polling station.

15
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H/ Pattiyapola Kanishta Vidyalaya -Weliwewagoda (No. 20)
It was reported to CMEV that Lotus symbols were scattered around the polling station
premises at 8.00 a.m.
H/ Ranna Maha VidyalayA - Ranna (No. 12)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with SLPP symbol printed on those were scattered by
SLPP supporters on the ground in the vicinity of the polling station at 8.00 a.m
Wadigala Community Center-Wadigala (No. 5)
It was reported to CMEV SLPP symbol printed on those were scattered by SLPP supporters
in the vicinity of the polling station at 8.00 a.m
H/Wadiyagoda Kanishta Vidyalaya -Yaya 20 (No. 11)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP symbol printed on those were scattered by SLPP
supporters in the vicinity of the polling station.
H/Uswewa Kanishta Vidyalaya - Uswewa (No. 62)
It was reported to CMEV that Deputy Chairperson Namal and SLPP Electorate Organiser
Shantha Ruwan Senaratne intimidated voters to vote for SLPP at 9.45 a.m.
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H/Bandagiriya Maha VidyalayA - Hall No. 01 Bandagiriya (No. 23)
It was reported to CMEV that NDF supporters intimidated people to vote for their candidate
at 10.15am
Beliaththa Sirisundararama Viharastha Dharma Shalawa - Hall No. 01 & 02Tangalle
Road (Nos. 43 & 44)
It was reported to CMEV that a group of SLPP intimidated people to vote for the SLPP at
around10.00 a.m.
H/ Ihala Beligalla Maha Vidyalaya -Medagoda (No. 19)
It was reported to CMEV that two supporters one each from SLPP and NDF observed
casting votes by other voters at the polling station at 7.45 a.m.
Beliatta Technical College Tangalle Road (No. 45)
It was reported to CMEV that a group of SLPP supporters who came by a cab have
distributed model ballot papers in front of the Chithra Furniture which was located 50
meters away from Beliatta police station at 10.15 a.m.
Social Agri Community Center- Middeniya East (No. 5)
It was reported to CMEV that voters were provided with illegal transportation by SLPP
supporters at the polling station. The supporters were arrested by Police at 12.12 p.m.

23
Kapuduwa Junior SchoolKapuduwa Thihagoda (No. 41)
It was reported to CMEV that leaflets with the SLPP symbol (lotus bud) were scattered in the
vicinity of the polling station.
Hiththetiya Dharma Raja Maha Vidyalaya Hall No.02 Hiththetiya Matara (No. 33)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP supporter idenitified as Nandasiri influenced voters to
vote for the SLPP within 500 meters of the polling station.
Sri Pushparamaya Rassandeniya (No. 47)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP supporter, a person named Kumudu Devaraja arrived by
a motorbike near the polling station and influenced voters to vote for the SLPP.
Rahula College, Matara (No. 22)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP symbol was marked in many places that are clearly visible
to voters coming to the polling station.
Matara Model Primary School - Hall No. 01 Thudawa Matara (No. 30)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP supporter, a person identified as Tesman and an
unknown Buddhist priest intimidated and influenced voters to vote for the SLPP at 8.45 p.m.
Sri Pushparama Piriwena Weliweriya Matara (No. 21)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP supporters scattered the "lotus" symbol printed cards on
the ground of the polling station at 8.00 a.m.
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Hiththetiya Dharma Raja Maha Vidyalaya Hall No.02 Hiththetiya Matara (No. 33)
It was reported to CMEV that SLPP supporter, a person identified as Nandasiri intimidated
voters to vote for the SLPP 50m from the polling station.
Dapulusen Primary School - Hall No. 01 & 02 Devinuwara (Nos. 04 & 05)
It was reported to CMEV that a supporter of SLPP stood 50 meters away from the polling
station and influenced voters to vote for SLPP candidate at 9.00 p.m.
Sri Wardhana Piriwena Deegala Maramba (No. 25)
It was reported to CMEV that NDF supporter intimidated voters to vote for their candidate
at the polling station at 9.00 a.m.

8
Community Hall Woodlandwatta (No. 45)
It was reported to CMEV that NDF supporter intimidated voters to vote for their candidate
near the polling station.
G/Elakaka Maha Vidyalaya (No. 20)
It was reported to CMEV that when a person named Lalith Jayasekera (a voter) came to the
polling station to cast his vote, he got to know that his vote had already been casted.
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Sri Sarananda Buddhist Centre Korakahawewa (No. 57)
It was reported to CMEV that at around 7.00 a.m. cards with the SLPP symbol printed on
those were scattered across the road leading to polling station.
Mahasen Death Donation Community Hall Halmillakulama (No. 13)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with the NDF symbol (Swan) printed on those were
scattered across the road near polling station.
Eksath Welfare Society 27 Junction Pahalamaragahawewa (No. 11)
It was reported to CMEV that around 7.15 a.m. that cards with the NDF symbol (swan)
printed on those were scattered across the road near polling station.

Mihinthale

69,284

67

2

Special incident with no specific polling centre attached to.
It was reported to CMEV that two SLTB buses were shot at with fire arms and pelted with
stones at Bogoda in Thanthirimale Police division. One bus was damaged by gunshots, and
the windscreen of the other bus was smashed due to pelting of stones. This incident took
place when several hundreds of voters were traveling to cast their votes who reside in
Puttalm district but they are registered as voters in Mannar district.
Eksath Death Donation Society Hall Eliyadiulwewa (No. 43)
It was reported to CMEV that around 10 a.m. cards with the SLPP symbol printed on those
were scattered across the road leading to polling station.
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Gemunu Death Donation Society Village 3 Katiyawa Road (No. 41)
It was reported to CMEV that around 12.15 p.m. cards with the SLPP symbol printed on
those were scattered across the road about 100 meters away from polling station.
Madawachchiya

90,7971

89

2

Anuradhapura East

105,155

89

2

Polonnaruwa

326,443

287

Madirigiriya

82,123

73

2

Polonnaruwa

156,023

136

2

Badulla

96

120

A/Padavi Mahasen Maha Vidyalaya Padaviya (No. 8)
It was reported to CMEV that around 10.15 a.m. cards with the SLPP symbol were scattered
near polling station.
A/Kaluwila Sena Maha Vidyalaya (No. 8)
It was reported to CMEV that around 10.50 a.m. one of the teachers named Nicolas of
employed at the same school designated for the polling station canvassed for votes for the
NDF candidate at the entrance to polling station.

5

657,766

522

Wiyaluwa

54,220

49

1

Welimada

79159

61

1

Kumudupura Primary School Kumudupura Mahathalakolawewa (No. 35)
CMEV received a complaint from Sydney Jayarathna, MP of Polonnaruwa district that a
person accompanied by the Grama Niladhari assigned for the polling station canvassed in
favour of SLPP around 1.30 p.m. within the polling station.
Sri Sama Viharaya Track 8 Maha Ambagaswewa Medirigiriya (No. 26)
It was reported to CMEV that around 1.38 p.m. that a female supporter of SLPP canvassed
in the vicinity of the polling station influencing voters to vote for the SLPP candidate.
Ekamuthu Baudhdhartha Sadaka Grama Sanwardana Samithi Shalawa B.O.P. 316
Baudhdharthagama Thalpotha. (No. 53)
It was reported to CMEV that a person maned as L.M.W Sumith Prasanga resides in
Madirigiriya, a former soldier of the Sri Lanka Army dismissed from services of Artillery Unit
about a month ago but not informed by the Army as to whether he was entitled to a postal
vote. There has been a tense situation when he arrived at the polling station to cast his
vote.
Seewali Model Junior School 4 Ela Polonnaruwa (No. 93)
It was reported to CMEV that around 1.20 p.m. cards with the SLPP symbol printed on those
were scattered across the road leading to polling station.

5
B/Balagolla Maha Vidyalaya Balagolla (No. 32)
It was reported to CMEV that Chandra Herath, a supporter of SLPP, influenced voters within
the polling station at around 1.00 p.m. asking to vote in favour of the candidate she
supports.
B/Girambe Sri Kemananda Maha Vidyalaya -Hall No. 01 Nugathalawa (No. 3)
It was reported to CMEV that two NDF supporters, M.M. Somasiri Bandara and Gamini
Welagedara influenced voters to vote for NDF in the vicinity of the polling station at 10.56
a.m.
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Haputhale

68,928

59

2

Uva-Paranagama

65,267

51

1

366,524

351

89,097
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Monaragala
Bibila

191

B/Nikapotha Maha Vidyalaya (No. 45) & B/Lemasthota Vidyalaya (No. 46)
CMEV received a report that the Chairman of Haldummulla Pradeshiya Sabha, Hettige Upul
Priyantha illegaly transported voters to the above two polling stations by a cab of Black
colour of Pradeshiya Sabha bearing registration number WP-PF 4010 at 8.49 a.m.
B/Udaperuwa Vidyalaya Udaperuwa (No. 50)
It was reported to CMEV that card with sworn symbol printed on those were scattered in
the vicinity of the polling station at 10.13 a.m.

13
2

M Mo/Medagama AL Ershad Muslim Junior School (No. 57)
It was reported to CMEV that two NDF supporters wearing white trousers and black shirts
influenced voters to vote for the NDF in close proximity to the polling station at 10.25 a.m.
Mo/Bakinigahawela Muslim Maha viduhala (No. 51) & Mo/Bakinigahawela Sinhala
Maha viduhala (No. 52)
CMEV received a report that SLPP supporter Thushara Sampath influenced voters to vote
for SLPP at 7.00 a.m. and 11.30 a.m. in close proximity to the respective polling stations.

Monaragala

115,873

114

2

Mo/Dombagahawela Central College - Hall No. 01 & 02 (Nos. 39 & 40)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with sworn symbol of SLPP printed on those were
scattered in the vicinity of both polling stations around 7.35 a.m.
Mo/Wilaoya Sripali Maha Viduhala - Hall No 01 (No. 35)
It was reported to CMEV that cards with the SLPP symbol printed on those were scattered
in the vicinity of the polling station and at the Mayuragama junction around 7.35 a.m.

Wellawaya

161,554

139

9

Mo/Kataragama Janadipathi National School-Hall No. 01 (No. 40)
It was reported to CMEV that the Chairman of Kataragama Pradeshiya Sabha, Chanaka
Amila Rangana and another member, H.R.K Dasun representing SLPP influenced voters to
vote for their candidate at around 7.42 a.m. in the vicinity of the polling station.
M/Detagamuwa Junior School, Hall No. 01 (No. 43)
It was reported to CMEV that the Vice Chairman of Kataragama Pradeshiya Sabha, D.V.
Shantha influenced voters to vote for SLPP in the vicinity of the polling station at 8.24 a.m.
Mo/Detagamuwa Junior School-Hall No 02 (No. 43)
CMEV received a report that D.V. Shantha, the Vice Chairman of Kataragama Pradeshiya
Sabha illegaly transported voters to the polling station by a three wheeler bearing
registration number ABN 9034 at 8.35 a.m.
Viewing Centre Building Nagaha Veediya (No. 39)
It was reported to CMEV that the Chairman of Kataragama Pradeshiya Sabha, Chanaka
Amila Rangana intimidated NDF supporters in front of the polling station at 10.08 a.m.
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Society Hall of Mathika Matha Society Mailagama Sellakataragama (No. 47) &
Diyawara Gammana Community Hall Galahitiyagama (No. 48)
It was reported to CMEV that supporters of SLPP threatened voters influencing them to
vote for SLPP in close proximity to the polling station at 9.53 a.m.
Viewing Centre Building Nagaha Veediya (No. 39)
CMEV received a report that SLPP supporters were illegaly transported to the polling
station by a Scooty Motor Bike bearing registration number DGK 1044 at 8.35 a.m.
Mo/Kataragama Janadipathi National School-Hall No 02 (No. 42)
It was reported to CMEV that a group of around 5-6 minor staff members of the cleaning
division of Kataragama Pradeshiya Sabha led by the Chairman of Kataragama Pradeshiya
Sabha, Chanaka Amila Rangana influenced the voters to vote for SLPP candidate in close
proximity to the polling station and a tractor belonging to the said Pradeshiya Sabha was
also parked at the scene at around 11.16 a.m.
Viewing Centre Building Nagaha Veediya (No. 39)
CMEV received a report that a supporter of NDF influenced voters to vote for NDF while
staying in front of the polling station at 11.45 a.m.
Mo/Detagamuwa Junior School-Hall No 01 (No. 43)
CMEV received a report that D.V. Shantha, Vice Chairman of the Kataragama Pradeshiya
Sabha, influenced voters to vote SLPP in close proximity to the polling station at 12.10 p.m.
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Post-Election Observation [16/11/2019 – 26/11/2019]
Geographic Spread of Post-Election Offences by Type
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Alleged Perpetrators of Post-Election Offences by Area
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Alleged Post-Election Offences by Party
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Party Affiliations of Complainants vs. Perpetrators of Post-Election Offences
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Total Post-Election Incidents Breakdown
Total Incidents by Province (%)
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Major Post-Election Incidents
Major Incidents by Province
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Minor Post-Election Incidents
Minor Incidents by Province (%)
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Alleged Perpetrators of Post-Election Incidents
Major Incidents: Alleged Perpetrators by Party
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Post-Election Incident Complaints by Party
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Post-Election Media Communiqué
NOTE: The Post-Election Media Communiqué below covers the six-day period of November 16-22, whereas CMEV’s complete post-election observation
covered the ten day period of November 16-26, as detailed above on pages 82-90.

Post-Election Media Communiqué – Presidential Election 2019
November 22, 2019 – Colombo, Sri Lanka
The post-election period of six days profiled in this communiqué commenced at 12 midnight on November 16 and ended at 12 noon on November 22. During
this period, the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence (CMEV) received 45 complaints. The tables below detail these complaints.
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All Incidents – By Type
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In comparison, the total number of complaints verified during the last presidential election (held on January 8, 2015) was 51 within the seven days of the postelection period (from January 09 to 16, 2015), of which 32 were major incidents and 19 minor incidents. The tables below detail these complaints.
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Comparing the above tables and figures, it is evident that there is no hugely statistically significant difference in the number of incidents confirmed this year
compared to the last presidential election held in 2015. Qualitatively, the profile of violations has changed somewhat with a slight shift from incidents of violence
towards incidents of non-violent electoral violations.
It should be noted, however, that that these statistics do not fully capture a number of issues which adversely impact the integrity of the overall electoral process.
This is especially the case for those violations which target minority ethnoreligious communities.
CMEV's view is that local politicians and their supporters who make their own interpretations of election results through racist and ethnoreligious lenses challenge
the positive approach of the pre-election campaign period and the integrity of Election Day.
CMEV paid particular attention to the following characteristics in the post-election period:


Most of post-election clashes took place during victory parades held in different parts of the country to celebrate the victory of the SLPP candidate. It is
not uncommon for a small number of supporters to join each parade and act outside the control of the organisers. In other cas es, regional politicians
who were determined to assert their power disregarded the country's established rules more aggressively.



There were several instances where the Police, having commendably attempted to preserve the integrity of the election process up to and through Election
Day, did not make much effort to control post-election related violations at the local level.



It is doubtful whether the procedure within the Police was strong enough to counter any opposition from the incumbent political party in the event of an
impartial decision. The most at-risk stakeholders have been the OICs of each Police station.



An increasing trend is for leaders at minority religious sites to remain silent when they have come under attack. These attacks are commonly described to
the public and media as the result of mechanical defects. Attacked minority religious sites remain silent while obtaining insurance or use their own funds
to bear the damage costs. In most of these cases, despite it being confirmed to CMEV that the damage or the attack was caused by an external force, the
aggrieved parties themselves do not come forward to confirm the facts, further complicating the rule of law.



CMEV has observed that some Police stations in Sri Lanka have a tendency to immediately dismiss those incidents and designate them as “purely personal
disputes” during the post-election period. CMEV insists that due to the politically sensitive nature of the post-election period, giving a lack of attention
even for major incidents is as an adverse outcome in the electoral context of this country.

When observing these trends, CMEV observes that despite having adequate legislative provisions in election laws to curb post-election violence, the mandated
authorities in Sri Lanka has not been able to play a strong role in effectively preventing post-election violence.
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Summary of some of the incidents reported to CMEV
Western Province
November 17
Assault at Bandaragama, Kalutara
CMEV received a report of that NDF supporter Percy Benat Gunathilake of No. 118, Kumbuka Road, Kothalawala was allegedly assaulted by a SLPP supporter
Lalith Premakumara at 7.30 am who also attacked M.P. Dinesh who came to the scene with the intention of resolving an issue. A complaint was logged at
Bandaragama Police Station.
Damage to house at Agalawatta, Kalutara
CMEV was informed that Indika Thilina's house of 10 th Mile Stone, Neluwa Road, Pelawatta was attacked with stones. This incident occurred at around 9.55 p.m.
A window of the house was damaged due to the attack. The perpetrator has not been identified yet.
Assault at Mathugama, Kalutara
CMEV received a report that Sriyani Manel and her son Nadeesh Yasintha de Alwis were severely assaulted because of opposing the burning of firecrackers in
front of their home at Dodamgala, Thudagala at 11.00 a.m. allegedly by SLPP supporters named M.D. Malkanthi, Nilathi De Alwis, M.S. Dulaj Kumara, M.A.
Prabashana Mallawarachchi. A complaint was lodged at Dodamgoda Police Station.
Damage to property at Bandaragama, Kalutara
CMEV received a report that D.W. Prasil Antony who lived in No/C, Henegoda, Bandaragama was threatened by several SLPP supporters who had come in a
vehicle. At that moment, the victimised party was sleeping in his house after attending the counting centre observation at around 11.50 a.m. Further, moveable
properties including four chairs and a stool were damaged by them. As a result of this incident, the Police have reported that the estimated cost of the damage
to the properties of the house is LKR 21,500. A complaint was lodged at Moragahahena Police station under number EIB/75/45.
Threat at Negombo, Gampaha
CMEV received a report that a NDF supporter Upul Chaminda who lived No. 163, Thimbirigaskotuwa Road, Dalupotha, Negombo was threatened by a SLPP
supporter at 2.30 p.m. After the incident he left the house and hidden somewhere else.
Assault at Katana, Gampaha
CMEV received a report that Manjula Disanayake and his wife who managed the NDF party office in Katunayake were allegedly assaulted by a group of SLPP
supporters. As a result of this attack, above victims were admitted to Minuwangoda and Gampaha hospitals and had been discharged after treatment. Katunayake
Police arrested 10 suspects and they got bail after producing them before the Minuwangoda Magistrate court. A further two suspects were also arrested by
Minuwangoda Police and they are to be produced in court.
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November 18
Assault at Beruwala, Kalutara
CMEV received a report of B. Sunil Shantha, a NDF supporter, who lived in Padiayamulla, Payagala was allegedly threatened and attempted to be assaulted by
SLPP supporter Nirosh at 4.00 p.m. A complaint was lodged under CIB/69/113 and Police was carrying out further investigations.
Assault at Kalutara
CMEV received a report that a NDF supporter M.M.W.K. Rajapakshe who is also a member of a trade union affiliated to the UNP was assaulted by W.M.
Wanigasinghe who is the chairperson of the SLPP trade union of the Matugama SLTB Depot at around 7.15 a.m. This incident occurred when W.M. Wanigasighe
requested the keys of UNP trade office which was located in Depot from the victimised party and he failed to do it. A complaint was lodged at Kalutara Police
Station under case number EIB/106/78. In the post-election period, unrest and disputes in Bus Depot have become common occurrences.
Assault at Diwulapitiya, Gampaha
CMEV was informed that a NDF supporter, S. Pradeep Wasantha Kumara who works as a Depot inspector in Diwulapitya SLTB Depot was assaulted by SLPP
supporter Hector Kumara. Victimised party also informed to CMEV that SLPP trade union members and supporters influnced him to terminate his current post
and work as a conductor. As a result of this attack, he was admitted to the Diwulapitiya Hospital on 18 th of November 2019 and transferred him to Gampaha
Hospital and discharged after the residential treatments on 19 th of November 2019.
North Western Province
November 16
A shop burnt down at Wariyapola, Kurunegala
CMEV received a report of arson at a shop belonging to M. Fais of Medagama, Thuttiripitigama, Bandara Koswatta at night on the 16 th November 2019. It is
important to reveal the truth of this incident as there were a number of contradictory stories connected to this incident. When contacting the victim, CMEV was
initially informed that the said fire was as a result of an electric leakage of the premises. Further, a team of election monitors of CMEV inspected the place and
learned that after the Sunday Easter attack on April 21, a group of persons outside Wariyapola had tried to attack the said shop of Fais two times before too.
Many people provided information and statements about this incident to CMEV monitors emphasised that the previous attacks of Fais’ shop were prevented
mainly due to the good relationship between Fais and the neighbours.
Threat and attack to fish shop at Kuliyapitiya, Kurunegala
CMEV was informed of a death threat to J.P.D. Jayarathna residing at Dethawawatta, Deekirikewa area and damaged to his fish shop located in front of his house
by a group of four SLPP supporters on 16 th November 2019. A complaint was lodged at Naraammala Police and Police refused to disclose information of the
complaint to CMEV.
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November 17
Death threat and harassment at Wennappuwa, Puttalam
It was reported to CMEV that Upali Sandasiri, a supporter of NDF, had been harassed and after fire crackers being thrown at the yard in front of his house, he had
been called and given death threats.
Two injured after a clash at Puttalam
CMEV received a report of a clash at the house of Chinthaka Amal, a SLPP supporter and subsequently two persons were admitted to Puttalam hospital at 7.15
pm. The clash has occurred between a group of supporters of presidential candidate M.L.A.M Hisbullah and Rishad Bathiudeen. A complaint bearing number GCIB
15/77, was lodged at Puttalam Police and the investigations were underway.
Threat to NPP supporter at Nikaweratiya, Kurunegala
It was reported to CMEV that a group of SLPP supporters, who were drunk and behaving aggressively, threatened a supporter of NPP/JVP at 2.40 pm on 17th
November 2019. It was reported that Kotawehera Police intervened and settled the situation.
Damage to house and harassment to residents at Wennappuwa, Puttalam
CMEV received a report of a group of persons have damaged the main door of W.K.P.N. Chandana Jayawickrama of Kirimatiyana village. It was reported to CMEV
that at the time of the incident, around 10 persons were in the said group including Nilanga Sandaken, a member of SLPP currently in the Wennappuwa Pradeshiya
Sabha. Further, the same group of persons had thrown fire crackers at the yard of W.K.P.N. Chandana Jayawickrama’s house and have harassed the residents on
the following day, the 18th November. The victim noted that despite a Police complaint logged at Koswatta Police, he could not be satisfied with the action take
so far by Koswatta Police.
November 18
Grievous Hurt at Bingiriya, Kurunegala
CMEV received a report of assaulting W. Sriyani Damayanthi, a NDF supporter allegedly by Ajith Amarajeewa, a SLPP supporter at 10.20 am and subsequently the
victim has been admitted to Colombo general hospital for treatments. Investigations are conducted by Bingiriya Police.
November 19
Assault to NDF supporters at Puttalam
CMEV was informed of a report that Lionel and Premarathna, two SLPP supporters assaulted a NDF supporter, Wellawattage Nalaka Ruwan Perera, in front of his
two children at 12.45 pm near Attavilluwa Central College. The victim informed CMEV that the reason for the attack was because he was one a NDF polling booth
agent. Police complaint number CIB 02 107/181 was logged at Puttalm Police and further investigations were underway.
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November 24
Attack to vehicles at Puttalam
CMEV received a report of a stone attack to several vehicles by which the former minister and the leader of All Lanka Muslim Congress, Rishad Bathuideen and
his supporters were traveling. It was reported that this attack which took place between 4.45-5.00 am on the 24th November at Kanamullai area and was allegedly
carried out by the supporters of SLPP. Private Secretary to the former minister informed CMEV that they faced this incident when they were traveling to thank
their supporters who voted NDF during the presidential election. According to reports received by CMEV, the said incident was triggered when the victims were
passing the house of Mohomad Alaudeen Ansar, former Pradeshiya Sabha member of SLPP, the alleged perpetrator obstructing their way.
The alleged perpetrator, Ansar, set fire to tyres and put dry bushes to fire and at the same time, he along with number of SLPP supporters had attacked the
vehicles of former minister and his supporters. Further, a vehicle of Islal Ameen, a member of the All Lanka Muslim Congress party was also damaged by the
alleged perpetrators. It was reported that as a result of the said clash, a supporter of SLPP, Risley has sustain injuries. When contacted by CMEV, Risley stated that
one of his legs was broken and he was admitted to Chilaw hospital and was receiving treatment in ward number 15.
Alishabri Raheem, one of the secretaries of former minister Rishad Bathuideen informed CMEV that he got admitted to a private hospital due to minor injuries
suffered during the clash. Alishabri informed CMEV that a group of 25 persons obstructed the road on which their vehicles were going and then they attacked.
Risley, supporter of SLPP who involved in this clash informed CMEV that he reached the scene due a chaos and the clash began as the former minister and his
supporters were removing the banners of his party.
One of the eye witnesses of this incident who did not want to disclose his identity informed CMEV that a group of SLPP supporters had obstructed the road to
stop vehicles and the security guards of the former minister had tried to scatter the crowd but failed. Subsequently, the SLPP supporters behaving aggressively
had attacked the last vehicle of the vehicle parade by wooden and iron bars. He further noted that a group including the son and the brother of former SLPP
Pradeshiya Sabha member, Mohomad Alaudeen Ansar had involved in this incident. Mundalama Police conduced further investigations.
Northern Province:
November 16
Stone attack to a bus at Vavuniya
It was reported to CMEV that a bus bearing registration number NC 0774 of Kurunegala Bus Depot was attacked with stones. A group of voters who travelled
from Puttalm to Mannar to cast their vote and were returning after voting were inside the bus. The voters were originally displaced during the Muslim evictions
from the North in 1990, and resettled in Puttalam but have their voting registration in Mannar. There were number of buses in as a convoy and the sudden stone
attack left a woman of 54 years sustaining injuries. No suspects were arrested by the Police yet.
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North Central Province
November 17
Assault to SLPP supporters at Medirigiriya, Polonnaruwa
CMEV received a report of supporters of SLPP were assaulted allegedly by a group of NDF supporters between 6.30–7.00 am near Kurunduwatta area. Five SLPP
supporters were injured and admitted to the hospital for treatments. Police had arrested two suspects and produced them before courts and released them on
personal bail. This incident had taken place during the organising of an event by the SLPP supporters to celebrate their election victory. Further investigations
were conducted by Hingurakgoda Police. SLPP supporters named K.W. Jayawardana, D.G. Gamini Thilakarathna, M.M. Nissanka Wijerathna, J.A. Indika Ruwan
Amarasinghe, W.K. Kavindu Gihan had sustained injuries.
November 21
Damage to fruit shop at Kekirawa, Anuradhapura
CMEV received a report of damage to a fruit shop maintained near Kekirawa bus stand at around 1.50 pm allegedly by SLPP supporters. The reason for this attack
had been that the owner of this fruit shop, Dasanayake alias ‘Podee’, was a supporter of the NDF. It was a well-known fact for many businessmen in Anuradhapura
area that the said fruit shop and several other such shops are attacked after every election in the past but this time the SLPP supporters had executed the attack
during day time. CCTV footage confirmed this. This incident took place during the time of the oaths ceremony of new prime minister, Mahinda Rajapaksa, and
the recognised suspects included persons whose aliases are Suri, Mallia and Saminda.
Uva Province
November 16
Intimidation of residents at Wellavaya, Monaragala
It was reported to CMEV that the residents of P.G. Ariyananda’s home, a NDF supporter, were intimidated with throwing fire bullets used to chase wild elephants
in to his house. The victim informed CMEV that this act was done by Wanigasingha, a SLPP supporter. This incident has occurred at 12.00 noon and there were
around 12 members of the said house including a few children.
November 17
Assault at Bandarawela, Badulla
CMEV received a report of that D.M. Kamal Kithsiri, a SLPP supporter had been attacked with a glass bottle allegedly by Jhonsan Wijerathna, a NDF supporter at
1.30 pm. Both individual sustained injuries and D.M. Kamal Kithsiri was admitted to Diyathalawa hospital while Jhonsan Wijerathna was admitted to Bandarawela
hospital for treatments. One of the complaint with regard to this incident was logged at Bandarawela Police under 1/2019.
November 18
Clash at Buttala, Monaragala
CMEV received a report of a clash between NDF supporters and SLPP supporters including W.W. Nihala Charlis, W.W. Malaka and Dinithi and the persons of both
parties have sustained injuries and had admitted to Buttala hospital for treatments. Buttala Police conducted further investigations.
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Assault at Welimada, Badulla
It was reported to CMEV that a land belonged to Nimal Edirisinghe of Kande Puhulpola, Narammalathenna was encroached by a group of persons and
subsequently assaulted him at 6.30 am. Reports received by CMEV revealed that subsequent to the said encroachment, a group of SLPP supporters including
Welimada Pradeshiya Sabha member, J.L. Ranjith were trying to convert the said land in to a playground. Investigations are done by Bogahakumbura Police.
Damage to property at Badulla
CMEV received a report that at Meegahakiwula area, a NDF supporter H.M. Indika Thushari's shop has been attacked and damaged by a group of SLPP supporters
including D.M. Sunil Shantha at around 9.00–9.30 p.m. H.M. Indika Thushari and Y.M. Seelawathie were injured and hospitalised in Badulla General Hospital
following the confrontation. Further investigations are being done by Badulla Police. The suspect Sunil Shantha has been produced before the Badulla Magistrate's
Court by Badulla Police and remanded until 22nd of November.
Damage to Property at Mahiyanganaya, Badulla
It was reported to CMEV that the house owned to NDF supporter Siripala Siriwardhane had been forcibly entered and damaged allegedly by a group of 10 SLPP
supporters. Alleged perpetrators have used firecrackers used to chase wild elephants to execute this attack which took place at 11.30 p.m. Investigations were
conducted by Girandurukotte Police.
November 19
Assault at Mahiyanganaya, Badulla
CMEV received a report of SLPP supporter and a disabled soldier H.M. Weerakoon Banda were assaulted by a NDF supporter Indika nearby Soraborawewa. The
assaulted soldier was admitted to Mahiyanganaya hospital. A complaint was lodged to Mahiyanganaya Police under No. NCR 3422/19 and Police are conducting
further investigations.
Central Province
November 18
Assault at Raththota, Matale
CMEV was informed of a report that NDF supporter Liyanage Thilak Weerasighe was assaulted by a group of SLPP supporters including a person called Sithara at
around 3.30 p.m. Injured NDF supporter was admitted in Raththota Hospital and Raththota Police arrested the suspects. A complaint was lodged under No.
CIB1/197/165.
Assault and damage to property at Dambulla, Matale
It was reported to CMEV that NDF supporter Sanath Gunathilake was assaulted and his car was damaged allegedly by a group of SLPP supporters at around 7.30
p.m. The victimised party was admitted to Dambulla base hospital. A complaint was logged at Dambulla Police under No. CIB–01/189.
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Assault at Theldeniya, Mahanuara.
CMEV was informed that NDF supporter Vishwa Kumara was assaulted allegedly by group of SLPP supporters including Vimal Rajapaksha, Ananda Rajapaksha,
Nishantha Jayasuriya at Thunisgalawatta Gomaraya estate around 4.00 p.m. The victimised party logged a complaint at Rangala Police and Police has produced
the case before the Magistrate Court under case No.B.R./1881/2019.
November 19
Threat at Matale
CMEV received a report of SLPP supporters including MP Rohana Disanayake, his secretary Nishantha Dias, Municipal councillor Amila Niroshan and Deputy
Mayor Chandanam Prakash conducting a public meeting in a threatening tone, calling for the mayor and the NDF main organiser Daljith Nandalal Aluvihare to
resign from his mayorship of the Matale Municipal Council. The mayor complained to Matale Police which conducted investigations. The mayor said that influence
to resign was unlawful as he was elected at the local government election. When CMEV contacted MP Rohana Disanayake, he told that calling such a resignation
was not in line with the presidential election results and this is a request made by the Municipal Councillors of the Matale Municipal Council for a long time
considering allegations against the Mayor.
Southern Province
November 17
Damage to a Masjid at Galle.
It was reported to CMEV that Jumma Masjid (Kuda Palliya) situated in Thalapitiya, Galle was stone attacked at around 2.00 a.m. Due to this attack, there were small
damages to the masjid. M. Nasreen, the trustee of the masjid, said he does not believe it was a deliberate attack by anyone against the masjid.
Assault at Habaraduwa, Galle
It was reported to CMEV that Imaduwa Pradeshiya Sabha UNP councillor Mallika Padmini was assaulted by two persons who came by a motorcycle. They have
used a helmet for this attack. 54 years old victimised lady was admitted to Gonnagahahena rural hospital and later transferred to Karapitiya teaching hospital. The
victimised party informed CMEV that she identified the persons who did the attack. Ahangama Police conducting investigations but no suspect arrested.
Sabaragamuwa Province
November 16
Threats and Bodily Hurt at Deraniyagala, Kegalle
CMEV received a report that M. Yogeswaran, a 35-year-old person residing at Noori Estate located at Basnagala, Deraniyagala was threatened by Ruwan Lanka
and several other SLPP supporters when Yeogeshwaran was returning home after casting his vote. The alleged perpetrators threatened Yogeshwaran claiming
that he cast his vote in favor of DNF. Subsequently, Yogeswaran had left and while staying at a nearby playground, the alleged perpetrators had once again tried
to assault him at around 11.00 am. Ruwan Lanka is the nephew of Anil Champika, former Chairman of Deraniyagala Pradeshiya Sabha who is under life
imprisonment at Welikada prison.
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Yogeswaran had run to his house after being assaulted and Ruwan Lanka had chased after him. Upon the intervention of Yogeswaran’s 64 years old father,
Yoganathan, in order to settle the incident, the alleged perpetrators led by Ruwan Lanka had assaulted him too while one of Ygeswaran’s friend, Rajendran
Prakash, who was passing the place was also assaulted. Despite Rajendran Prakash managing to escape and reach at a close by house after he was assaulted,
Ruwan Lanka and the team again had attacked Prakash. Prakash had suffered injuries as a result of the assault of the alleged perpetrators requiring four stitches
to his right hand.
Upon communicating the incident to the Police, a team of Special Task Force arrived at the scene and the perpetrators had left the place by that time. Having
sustained injuries, Yogeswaran and Yoganathan were initially hospitalised at Deraniyagala hospital and subsequently transferred to Karawanella hospital for further
treatment. Both victims returned home on 22 nd November after having received treatments for six days. Later, Ruwan Lanka and Vimukthi surrendered to
Deraniyagala Police. While the victims did not have a proper understanding about the proceedings of the complaint they have seen both Ruwan and Vimukthi
who were supposed to be under arrest traveling by a motorbike around Basnagala junction despite Police having informed them that they would take legal action
in court.
When contacted, the alleged perpetrator Ruwan Lanka who works as a driver of Deraniyagala Pradeshiya Sabha informed CMEV that the incident took place
simply as an argument between the two parties and thus no political influence triggered it. Further, he mentioned that the two parties connected to this incident
were known to each other since childhood but one of the media institutions had tried to interpret the incident from a politically driven perspective.
An overwhelming majority residents of the village, upon meeting the special observation team sent by the CMEV requested to make a request from the Police to
deploy Special Task Force to provide sufficient protection to village residents.
November 17
Assault at Galigamuwa, Kegalle.
CMEV received a report of P.P.Siriwardhane who lives in Gewal 25, Helamada, Kegalle was assaulted by M. Vishawanadan and his supporters at 8.30 p.m. One of
his teeth was damaged by the attack and the victimised party was admitted to Kegalle Hospital.
Threats and Assault at Galigamuwa, Kegalle.
CMEV was informed that NDF supporter Buddhika Dharmapriya and others were allegedly threatened and assaulted by Galigamuwa Pradesheeya Sabha SLPP
councillor Nalin Thranaga and others. This attacked had happened when Buddhika Tharanga was staying at his house. As a result of this attack NDF supporters
called Manjula Sisirakumara and Anuradha Dharamapriya have been admitted to the Kegalle hospital. They were discharged after the treatments. A complaint
was lodged at Kegalle Police under No. CIB/GGR 215.
November 18
Assault and damaged to property at Yatiyantota, Kegalle.
It was reported to CMEV that people who live in Ganepalla estate were assaulted by a group of people who came by five three–wheelers parked near Beralagala
Junction, Ganepalla. Those who came by three–wheeler were Sinhalese and victims were belonging to the Tamil community who lives in that estate. This incident
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happened around 5.30-6.00 p.m. As a result of this attack, several persons were injured and several pieces of electronic equipment were also damaged. A complaint
has been lodged with the Yatiyantota Police and Police has referred this matter to the mediation board. Furthermore, due to this attack, neighbours who supported
NDF were under intimidation and CMEV urged the Police to take prompt action to protect their safety.
Threats and assault at Aranayake, Kegalle.
CMEV received a report of two NDF supporters entering into Aranayake Pradesheeya Sabha member of SLPP Vidunahenagedara Hemantha Kumara Rathnajeewa's
house and threatening and assaulting him. (He further stated that he does not know the names of those attackers.) Those attackers were apaprently drunk. The
victimised party was admitted at hospital for a day and a complaint was logged at Aranayake Police.
Assault and Damage to Property at Deraniyagala, Kegalle
It was reported to CMEV that a group of around 20 persons who were residents of Ganepalla village and who were mostly three wheel drivers located at the threewheel park at Ganepella village had arrived in nine three wheelers and threatened a few families at the same village and assaulted one person. The said group
had first entered NDF supporter Vijaya Kumara’s house to find him. Failing that, they had entered four houses by force and had threatened people in those houses.
The group had entered Sundaram Rajendran’s house and assaulted him while threatening his family members. The victim is a 56-year-old person and the alleged
group had thrown away the television of his house while damaging several other household items.
Among the alleged attackers, two persons named Channa and Janaka were identified. The group, celebrating the election victory of SLPP, had spent around half
an hour at this village shouting and intimidating villages and then had left. During this incident, the Field Officer in charge of Ganepella estate arrived at the scene
and the alleged group had threatened him as well. The attackers had escaped the place before Yatiyantota Police arrived. They arrested four persons suspected
of involvement with the incident the next day.
Upon arrest, both parties connected to the incident had arrived to the Police and had agreed to come to a settlement instead of moving to legal action. Thereafter,
the incident had been referred to the Mediation Board of the area on 23rd November 2019. On the same day, with the intervention of the Mediation Board,
Sundaram Rajendran received a new television for the one that was damaged during the attack. S – s
Further, the villagers of Ganepellawatta had asked for a confirmatory action and commitment ensuring that no such assault and damage to property would take
place in future election periods. In response to this request, the alleged attackers had committed to ensure that they would never involve in any such act in future
but they would not take any responsibility if some other group of person from outside the area act in any harmful manner to the villages. Additionally, the villagers
had requested at least two Police officers to be deployed for night patrolling. Yatiyantota Police deployed two Police officers for night patrolling in the area.
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Election Results
All Island Result

#

Candidate

Party

Abbreviation

Symbol

Votes Received

Percentage

1.

Aparakke Pungngananda Thero

Independent

INDOI

7,611

0.06%

2.

S. Amarasinghe

Independent

IND02

15,285

0.12%

3.

Idroos Mohamadhu Illiyas

Independent

IND03

3,987

0.03%

4.

A. H. M. Alavi

Independent

IND04

2,903

0.02%

5.

Ariyawansha Dissanayake

Democratic United National
Front

DUNF

34,537

0.26%

6.

P. M. Edirisinghe

Okkoma Wasiyo Okkoma
Rajawaru Sanwidhanaya

OWORS

2,139

0.02%

7.

Sarath Keerthirathne

Independent

IND05

3,599

0.03%

8.

Chandrasekara Herath Hitihami
Koralalage Samansiri

Independent

IND06

976

0.01%

9.

Sirithunga Jayasuriya

United Socialist Party

USP

3,944

0.03%

10. IO. Ajantha De Zoysa

Ruhunu Janatha Peramuna

RJA

11,705

0.09%

11. Aruna De Zoysa

Independent

DNM

4,218

0.03%

12. Anura Kumara Dissanayaka

National People's Power

NMPP

418,553

3.16%
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13. Duminda Nagamuwa

Frontline Socialist Party

FSP

8,219

0.06%

14. Rohan Pallewatta

National Development Front

JSWP

25,173

0.19%

15. Ketagoda Jayantha

Independent

IND07

9,467

0.07%

16. Saman Perera

Our Power of People Party

OPPP

2368

0.02%

17. Anuruddha Polgampala

Independent

IND08

10,219

0.08%

18. Warnakulasooriya Milroy Surgeus
Fernando

Independent

IND09

13,641

0.10%

19. Sajith Premadasa

New Democratic Front

NDF

5,564239

41.99%

20. Battaramulle Seelarathana Thero

Jana Setha Peramuna

JSP

11,879

0.09%

21. Badde Gamage Nandimithra

Nava Sama Samaja Party

NSSP

1,841

0.01%

22. Sarath Manamendra

Nawa Sihala Urumaya

NSU

3,380

0.03%

23. M. K. Shivajilingam

Independent

IND10

12,256

0.09%

24. M. L A. M. Hizbullah

Independent

IND11

38,814

0.29%

25. Gotabaya Rajapaksa

Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna

SLPP

6,924,255

52.25%

26. Namal Rajapaksha

Nationalities Unity
Organisation

NUA

9,497

0.07%
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27. A. S. P Liyanage

Sri Lanka Labour Party

SLLP

6,447

0.05%

28. Ashoka Wadigamangawa

Independent

IND12

2,924

0.02%

29. Piyasiri Wijenayake

Independent

IND13

4,636

0.04%

30. Ajantha Perera

Socialist Party of Sri Lanka

SPSL

27,572

0.21%

31. Rajiva Wijesinha

Independent

IND14

4,146

0.03%

32. Pani Wijesiriwardane

Socialist Equality Party

SEP

3,014

0.02%

33. Samaraweera Weerawanni

Independent

IND15

2,067

0.02%

34. Subbramaniyam Gunarathnam

Our National Front

ONF

7,333

0.06%

35. Mahesh Senanayake

National People's Party

NPP

49,655

0.37%

Total Valid Votes

13,254,499

82.87%

Rejected Votes

135,452

0.85%

Total Polled

13,387,951

83.72%

Registered No. of Electors

15,992,096
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Voter Turnout in the Three Most Recent Elections by District
District
Colombo
Gampaha
Kalutara
Kandy
Matale
Nuwara Eliya
Kurunegala
Puttalam
Anuradhapura
Polonnaruwa
Galle
Hambantota
Matara
Badulla
Monaragala
Ratnapura
Kegalle
Jaffna
Vanni
Batticaloa
Trincomalee
Digamadulla
Total

Presidential Election 2019
Registered No. of
Electors

1,670,403
1,751,892
955,079
1,111,860
401,496
569,028
1,331,705
599,042
682,450
326,443
858,749
485,786
652,417
657,766
366,524
864,978
676,440
564,714
282,119
398,301
281,114
503,790

Total Polled (%)

1,383,510 (82.82%)
1,459,551 (83.31%)
818,610 (85.71%)
943,895 (84.89%)
342,473 (85.30%)
484,019 (85.06%)
1,135,132 (85.24%)
458,454 (76.53%)
585,262 (85.76%)
280,487 (85.92%)
731,236 (85.15%)
424,553 (87.40%)
560,650 (85.93%)
567,323 (86.25%)
322,604 (88.02%)
753,524 (87.11%)
580,983 (85.89%)
384,164 (68.03%)
216,072 (76.59%)
307,479 (77.20%)
233,242 (82.97%)
414,728 (82.32%)

15,992,096 13,387,951 (83.72%)

Presidential Election 2015
Registered No. of
Electors

1,586,598
1,637,537
897,349
1,049,160
379,675
534,150
1,266,443
553,009
636,733
307,125
819,666
462,911
623,818
620,486
339,797
810,082
649,878
529,239
253,058
365,167
256,852
465,757

Total Polled (%)

Presidential Election 2010
Registered No. of
Electors

Total Polled (%)

1,311,694 (82.67%)
1,357,143 (82.88%)
760,365 (84.73%)
866,901 (82.63%)
312,675 (82.35%)
434,095 (81.27%)
1,050,909 (82.98%)
408,150 (73.81%)
529,133 (83.10%)
257,786 (83.94%)
684,327 (83.49%)
389,427 (84.13%)
520,041 (83.36%)
514,941 (82.99%)
284,565 (83.75%)
687,740 (84.90%)
543,286 (83.60%)
350,789 (66.28%)
183,641 (72.57%)
259,166 (70.97%)
197,161 (76.76%)
360,442 (77.39%)

1,521,854
1,474,464
813,233
970,456
342,684
457,137
1,183,649
495,575
579,261
280,337
761,815
421,186
578,858
574,814
300,642
734,651
613,938
721,359
266,975
333,644
241,133
420,835

1,172,776 (77.06%)
1,174,608 (79.66%)
658,790 (81.01%)
759,486 (78.26%)
267,085 (77.94%)
352,844 (77.19%)
930,537 (78.62%)
346,999 (70.02%)
453,823 (78.35%)
224,647 (80.13%)
611,386 (80.25%
339,782 (80.67%)
454,954 (78.60%)
452,377 (78.70%)
231,856 (77.12%)
596,856 (81.24%)
483,568 (78.76%)
185,132 (25.66%)
107,680 (40.33%)
216,287 (64.83%)
164,504 (68.22%)
309,474 (73.54%)

15,044,490 12,264,377 (81.52%)

14,088,500

10,495,451(74.49%)
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