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ANFREL recently launched its latest
initiative, the Asian Electoral Resource
Center (AERC). The AERC was conceived
to provide relevant information and a
useful perspective in understanding the
region and the speciﬁc political context
of speciﬁc countries in Asia.
AERC will chronicle the democratization
process,
speciﬁcally
concerning
elections, in Asia. AERC’s goal is to
strengthen the capacities of various
democracy and electoral reform stakeholders.
AERC will be an information tool available for advocates, election management bodies, international and domestic
election observers, researchers, and
individuals seeking to understand the
complexities of Asian electoral systems
and processes and how to advance
democracy in Asia.
AERC will establish a pool of election
experts and an election-related database, conduct research on electoral
challenges, and conduct studies on
Information Technology and Elections.
In addition, it will periodically issue this
E-Bulletin to alert interested persons to
the latest developments.

INDONESIA INAUGURATES JOKOWI
AS 7TH PRESIDENT
The former Mayor of Solo and Governor
of Jakarta, Joko Widodo, popularly
known in Indonesia as “Jokowi,” was
sworn into ofﬁce as the 7th President of
the Republic of Indonesia on October
20, 2014, before the country's People's
Consultative Assembly (MPR).

President Joko declared in his inaugural
address that it is time for Indonesia “to
unite hearts and hands, and continue
the heavy work to transform Indonesia
into a sovereign country politically,
self-sufﬁcient economically, and with a
strong character culturally.”

Running on the ticket of the Indonesian
Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P),
Jokowi garnered 70,997,833 popular
votes in the presidential poll held in July
2014, about 53.15% of the total, to
defeat the Gerindra candidate, former
General Prabowo Subianto.

He further urged the people “to get on
the ship of the Republic of Indonesia
and sail towards Indonesia Raya (Great
Indonesia).

Also on October 20, Jokowi's running
mate, Jusuf Kalla of the Golkar Party,
was sworn into ofﬁce as the 10th
Vice-President of Indonesia.

ANFREL congratulates the people of
Indonesia on their achievement in
holding the presidential elections
successfully and appreciates the signiﬁcant contributions made by Indonesian
Civil Society to enhance the peoples’
participation in these elections.

Jokowi was elected for a term of ﬁve (5)
years ending in 2019.

N E WS FR O M A LL OV ER A SI A

ANFREL LAUNCHES
ASIAN ELECTORAL
RESOURCE CENTER
(AERC)
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ASIA DEMOCRACY
NETWORK
CELEBRATES
1 ST ANNIVERSARY

Protester in Hong Kong’s Central District
Source: CNN.com

One year ago at Olympia Hall of the
Parktel Hotel in Seoul, Korea, civil
society activists, human rights defenders, democracy advocates, and representatives of government and the
private sector gathered to launch ADN.
Since then, ADN has become a key
platform for civil society to advocate for
democratic standards and values.
Full ADN report: http://anfrel.org/asia-democracy-network-celebrates-its-1st-year-anniversary/

HONG KONG’S UMBRELLA MOVEMENT
CALLS FOR MORE INCLUSIVE DEMOCRACY
In August 2014, the People’s Republic of
China (PRC), through its National
People’s Congress Standing Committee
(NPSC), announced that the 2017
elections for Hong Kong’s Chief Executive would be held through direct voting.
However, only candidates approved by
the committee would be allowed to run
for the position.
This decision sparked protests among
the people of Hong Kong in favor of
genuine democracy.
The protesters gathered outside government headquarters and major intersections in Hong Kong’s central district.
They demanded the right to choose
their own leader without the pre-screening of candidates by the national
government.
As part of the agreement governing the
handover of Hong Kong by the British
government to PRC, there was a provision respecting a 50-year period during
which there would be “one state, two
systems”, including democracy for Hong
Kong. Since then, the Chief Executive of

the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region has been elected by an election
committee consisting of 1200 people
chosen by the Central People’s Government of PRC. However, in 2017, the chief
executive will be directly elected by
universal suffrage. Many had expected
that anyone in Hong Kong would be free
to run for the position, but the NPSC
determined otherwise, ruling that only
candidates approved by the PRC could
run for the post.
ANFREL issued a statement on 1 October in support of the protesters,
commending them for their commitment to peaceful means to bring about a
more democratic future and stating that
their demands are "entirely consistent
with both our shared universal right to
select our own leaders as well as promises made to them by Beijing for universal
suffrage by 2017."
Here is a link to the full ANFREL statement: http://anfrel.org/anfrel-expresses-solidarity-with-protesters-in-hong-kong/

N E WS FR O M A LL OV ER A SI A

The Asia Democracy Network (ADN)
celebrated its ﬁrst year anniversary on
October 22, 2014. ADN was born as a
platform to strengthen the democratic
forces among people and civil society in
Asia.
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Taiwan 2014
Local Elections
Republic of China (Taiwan) voters went
to the polls for local elections on November 29, 2014. The local elections,
dubbed the 9-in-1 elections, were for
the purpose of choosing (1) municipal
mayors; (2) municipal councilors; (3)
chiefs of indigenous districts in municipalities; (4) councilors of indigenous
districts in municipalities; (5) county
magistrates (city mayors); (6) county
(city) councilors; (7) township chiefs; (8)
township councilors; and (9) village
(borough) chiefs.

The Fifth Meeting of the Forum of the
Election Management Bodies of South
Asia (FEMBoSA) was held on November
29 and 30, 2014 in Kathmandu Nepal.
FEMBoSA is a regional body which
promotes cooperation among the
election management bodies of the
South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) member-states.
The meeting addressed the issues of
inclusiveness, voter education, and the
autonomy and independence of EMBs. It
also explored the role of the media in
the electoral process and research and
development in promoting free and fair
elections.
Delegates re-afﬁrmed the commitment
of FEMBoSA to ensuring free and fair
elections and to promoting participatory and inclusive democracy. To address
electoral expenditures by political
parties, perks and beneﬁts of employees serving in election management
bodies, election management, democracy, inclusion and participatory democracy, voter education, reforms in electoral
processes and systems, use of technology, and the role of media, they agreed
to a new Kathmandu Resolution. For a
full copy of the resolution: http://www.nepalelectionchannel.org/english/ex-

pert-view/1962-saarc-election-bodies-re
solutions.html
The delegates also chose "Free and Fair
Elections: Pride of Nation" as the motto
of FEMBoSA and decided to hold
FEMBoSA's next meeting in Sri Lanka.
They also decided to establish the
"South Asian Institute for Democracy
and Electoral Reforms (SAIDES)" in Kathmandu to do research, promote
exchanges among the members,
disseminate election-related information, and enhance communications
respecting electoral learning and
innovations.
Other resolutions supported initiatives
to include election and voter education
in the school curriculum in order to
promote election literacy. It also decided
that member EMBs will conduct regular
capacity building trainings in member
countries’ respective training institutes.
At the meeting, Nepal succeeded to the
chairmanship of FEMBoSA.
At a press conference after the meeting,
Chief Election Commissioner of Nepal
Neelkantha Uprety stated that the
election commissions of member countries would regularly conduct capacity
building training for EMB ofﬁcials and

Taiwan President Ma Ying-jeou, who was
also KMT’s chairperson, decided to
vacate his position as party chair after
the overwhelming defeat of the KMT at
the polls.
Sources: ROC Central Election Commission; Bloomberg; BBC.

staffers of FEMBoSA's members. He also
announced that the body had agreed to
the theme of “Autonomy and Independence of Electoral Management Bodies”
for its Sixth (6th) Meeting.
The meeting was attended by chief
election commissioners, commissioners
and other ofﬁce-holders of SAARC
member states. NEOC ofﬁcers were also
allowed to participate in the opening of
the meeting and at the special reception
hosted in honor of the delegates. NEOC
ofﬁcers who attended included Prof.
Kapil Shrestha (NEOC Vice Chairperson
and Board Member of ANFREL) and Dr.
Gopal Krishna Siwakoti (Secretary
General).

Contribution by Dr. Gopal Krishna Siwakoti

N E WS FR O M A LL OV ER A SI A

5 th FEMBoSA Meeting in Kathmandu

The majority of the seats were captured
by the opposition Democratic Progressive Party (DPP). Among its most visible
defeats, the ruling Kuomintang (KMT)
lost control of Taiwan’s capital, Taipei,
after having held the post for the past
16 years.
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ANFREL OBSERVES BALLOT AUDIT
IN AFGHANISTAN
ﬁrst ever peaceful transfer of power
from one elected president to another.
As part of their 12 July agreement, the
two candidates agreed to participate in
the audit, accept its results, and form a
government of national unity.

Subsequently, there were lengthy
debates and negotiations to resolve the
crisis, with an agreement being reached
on 12 July for a comprehensive and
credible audit of all ballots cast in the
run-off. The audit commenced on 4
August and was completed within 50
working days. The Afghanistan Independent Election Commission then declared
Dr. Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai the elected
president of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan on 21 September.

The audit was unique for Afghanistan in
terms of its scale, depth, observation,
and the genuine joint responsibility
given to the two campaigns for
oversight of the process. Indeed, it was
unprecedented in the realm of international electoral processes. Moreover, it
contained innovations not previously
attempted in other United Nations-supported elections around the world. Due
to the urgency of the situation facing
Afghanistan, the 12 July agreement
required this ambitious exercise to be
launched immediately and completed as
quickly as practicable. The extraordinary and rapid response by the international community in mobilizing resourc-

The purpose of the audit was to separate valid votes from fraudulent ballots
in order to determine the will of Afghan
voters and help Afghanistan achieve its

ANFREL Team monitoring
the audit process
es, personnel, and technical expertise to
support the audit was indicative of its
commitment to the success of Afghanistan’s political transition.
ANFREL deployed 13 observers to
witness the process. They gained enormous experience that can be utilized in
the future. ANFREL's Statement on the
Conclusion to Vote Audit is available at
http://anfrel.org/for-immediate-rel e a s e - a n f r e l - s t a t e ment-on-the-conclusion-to-afghanistan
s-ballot- audit/

ANFREL HOLDS FIRST CSO AND
MEDIA TRAININGS IN MYANMAR
ANFREL's ofﬁce in Myanmar took the
lead in holding capacity building training sessions for civil society organizations and members of the media. The
goal of the training is to empower civil
society and media in Myanmar to effectively observe/monitor the 2015 electoral process. The goal is to develop professional monitoring, documentation and
reporting capabilities of the different
groups involved in the current transition
to democracy.
CSOs who are members of the Election
Education and Observers Partners
(EEOP) as well as other organizations
(especially some representing ethnic
groups in Shan state and in Kayah) have
already started to plan for training of

trainers in various townships and villages. As a result of the training sessions,
CSOs have gained a better understanding of the use of election observation
checklists and election observation
forms. They have also developed quick
and easy reporting strategies while
monitoring the electoral process, from
the pre-election to the post-election
periods
Meanwhile, training for members of the
media was held in partnership with the
Myanmar Journalists Network (MJN). It
focused on the role of the news media in
effective voter education and information dissemination. The training was also
aimed at achieving a better trained and
more professional media that is

A N FR EL AC T I V I T I E S

Following the 14 June run-off election
for president between Dr. Abdullah
Abdullah and Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai,
accusations of widespread cheating and
fraud were made by Dr. Abdullah and his
supporters.
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The Ethnic CSOs
Training Participants in Myanmar
equipped with specialized skills, as
evidenced by the quality of reports ﬁled
by the trainees with their news organizations.
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Nepal and others in South Asia that are
going through political transitions.
All invited speakers shared their views
on the state of electoral democracy in
their respective countries and stressed
the need for develop common mechanism among countries in the region in
order to assist in making elections more
free, fair, and credible.

A regional level symposium on the
“Bangkok Declaration on Free and Fair
Elections and the Role of Civil Society”
was jointly organized by the Asian
Network for Free Elections (ANFREL)
and Nepal’s National Election Observation Committee (NEOC) on 23 November
2014 in Lalitpur, Nepal during the
People's SAARC Regional Convergence
2014. SAARC is the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, and
People's SAARC is composed of people’s
movements and Non-government organizations working together to forge
people to people forum in the SAARC
Region. People’s SAARC aims to enable
non-government voices to come together at the regional level.

were being honored in light of actual
experience and the challenges to
electoral freedom revealed by various
representatives of SAARC member
states.
Over 50 prominent ﬁgures from the
SAARC electoral community participated. Speakers included Election Commissioner Dr. Ayodhi Prasad Yadav (Nepal),
Mr. S. Balakrishan (Sri Lanka), Mr. Mohiuddin Ahmed (Bangladesh), and Mr.
Karamat Ali (Pakistan). The program was
coordinated by Dr. Gopal Krishna Siwakoti, NEOC Secretary General and facilitated by Prof. Kapil Shrestha, an
ANFREL board member.

Civil society (people's movements and
NGOs) have been working together for
some time to forge a people to people
forum in the SAARC region and to
enable non-government voices to come
together at the regional level.

The event highlighted the key objectives
and principles, contents, and message
of the Bangkok Declaration. Participants
identiﬁed many of the key challenges to
full implementation of the Declaration,
starting with the most signiﬁcant barriers to free elections.

People’s SAARC, in a declaration issued
after the symposium, reafﬁrmed its
commitment to justice, peace, security,
human rights, and democracy. It also
stressed the need to promote equality
for all and to eliminate all forms of
discrimination.

The gathering afﬁrmed that the holding
of periodic free, fair, and transparent
elections with secret ballots and universal suffrage is essential for the expression of a people’s sovereignty and, as
such, is a precondition to the enjoyment
of genuine democracy.

The symposium was aimed at promoting
the Bangkok Declaration's principles
and examining the extent to which they

Further highlighting the importance of
the Declaration, Prof. Shrestha reiterated its applicability in countries like

Prof. KusumShakya emphasized the
importance of women’s participation in
elections, saying that organizations
such as NEOC and ANFREL should advocate for election laws that do not disadvantage women. She added that, while
the Bangkok Declaration is an important
instrument, there needs to be constant
monitoring by civil society.
The symposium concluded by supporting two key recommendations:
1.
SAARC member states should
respect and implement the core provisions in the Bangkok Declaration on
Free and Fair Elections to make
elections more credible, thereby
promoting citizen ownership of the
democratization process.
2.
Civil society needs to work
together to create an environment
conducive to credible elections. This can
be done through the creation of a
regional mechanism to regulate and
monitor the electoral processes, to
implement electoral reforms, and to set
common benchmarks for democratic
norms and open society.

A N FR EL AC T I V I T I E S

People’s SAARC Supports Bangkok
Declaration on Free and Fair Elections

Dr. Gopal Krishna Siwakoti of NEOC
explained the importance of understanding the unique history and electoral challenges faced by every Asian country. As explained elsewhere, the Declaration itself beneﬁts from a unique
Asian perspective which allows it to
serve as a framework to promote universal suffrage and free and fair elections.
Although it is non-binding, it stresses
the essential roles of governments,
EMBs, and civil society in fulﬁlling democratic aspirations.
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An international forum on “Empowering
the Community of Democracies” was
held on 24-25 November 2014 in Seoul,
Korea. The forum was supported by the
Republic of Korea’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and featured participation by
Asia Democracy Network (ADN) Steering Committee members, as well as
participants from the Community of
Democracies (CD), National Endowment
for Democracy (NED), and the European
Endowment for Democracy (EED).
There were two parts of the forum:
sessions on thematic issues and
sessions on institution building for
democracy promotion. Five priority
issues were discussed in the ﬁrst part:
freedom of opinion and expression,
education for democracy, elections,
enabling and protecting civil society,
and transparency. The second part
focused on how to make the Community
of Democracies more effective and on
sharing experiences of international

institutions like NED, EED, and CD. It also
addressed the question of how to build
a model for a democracy promotion
institution for Asia.
As a result of their discussions, the
delegates came up with the “Seoul
Proposal” which will become a contribution to the agenda-setting process for
the 8th CD Ministerial Conference on
22-24 July 2015 in El Salvador. The
proposal is addressed to the following: i)
the Governing Council of the CD and the
Secretariat; ii) Asian governments; and
iii) members of the Asia Democracy
Network (ADN) Steering Committee and
her partners.
The governing council of CD and the
Secretariat are urged to expand the CD
from an intergovernmental process into
a multi-stakeholder process with the
inclusion of civil society as full participants. The proposal also asked to make
efforts to protect civic space and help

provide and enabling environment for
the free and independent work of CSOs.
The Asian governments are asked to
review and strengthen national legal
and institutional mechanisms to protect
CSOs as a watch dog and provide an
enabling environment and civic space to
advance democracy in Asia and beyond.
The Asia Democracy Network (ADN)
Members and Partners are proposed to
engage with the CD more closely and
systematically as a civil society counterpart in Asia in the process of agenda
setting and implementation of CD
recommendations.
For a full copy of the “Seoul Proposal”
see http://adn21.asia/worpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/
EAI-ADN-Seoul-Proposal-20141217-FINAL.pdf
Source: adn21.asia

A N FR EL AC T I V I T I E S

Seoul Proposal for Democracy Promotion
(EAI – ADN International Forum)
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9th Implementation Meeting of the
Declaration of Principles for
International Election Observation
(DoP-IEO)
From the 12th to the 14th of November
2014, ANFREL co-hosted the 9th Implementation Meeting of the Declaration of
Principles for International Election
Observation in Manila with one of its
Philippine members, the National
Citizens’ Movement for Free Elections
(NAMFREL). As a long-time endorser of
the Declaration of Principles, ANFREL
was honored to play host to the ﬁrst
Implementation meeting held outside
Europe and North America.
The meeting brought together some of
the foremost experts in elections and
election observation to discuss some of
the most pressing issues facing international election observation, among
them, follow-up to Recommendation
and Cooperation with Citizen Observers’

Groups, Electoral Transparency, the
Observation of New Technologies in
Elections, ISO Electoral Standards, and
Security in Elections.
The event is an annual gathering of the
top election experts from all over the
world to assess the compliance of the
signatories to the election observation
standards launched and recommended
in 2005 by the United Nations at the
United Nations Headquarters in New
York. This is the ﬁrst time that the
conference was held in Asia. The ﬁrst
eight assessment meetings were all held
in either the United States or Europe.
There are more than 40 inter-governmental and non-governmental endorser
organizations of the DoP-IEO. Represen-

tatives from the UN Electoral Assistance
Division, Council of European Union,
European Commission, European Parliament, African Union, InterParliamentary
Union, the Organization of American
States, the National Democratic Institute
for International Affairs, The Carter
Center, ANFREL, and election monitoring entities from around the world
participated in the event.
DoP-IEO was adopted in 2005. See full
declaration: http://anfrel.org/declaration - of- principles-for-internation al-election-observation-and-code-of-co
nduct-for-international-election-observ
ers/
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ASIAN ELECTION OBSERVERS
DEPLOYED ACROSS SRI LANKA
FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 2015
ANFREL deployed election observers
across Sri Lanka to observe the presidential election held on January 8, 2015.
The observers from all over Asia
assessed the overall electoral process
from election preparation, to campaigning, to the polling day process, to counting. The ANFREL election observers,
composed of persons with diverse backgrounds, expertise, and experience,
were deployed to 25 districts across the
country to closely witness the electoral
process.

ANFREL's mission aimed to closely follow
electoral processes and to provide
impartial assessments of electoral
compliance with Sri Lanka's domestic
laws and with Sri Lanka’s international
commitments regarding democratic
elections. As is always the case, ANFREL
carefully avoided interfering in the
electoral process, while maintaining
respect for national laws and regulations of the host country. “ANFREL also
forges solidarity with other election
monitoring organizations who are
committed to enhancing the transparency and credibility of the electoral
process in Sri Lanka”, said Ichal Supriadi,
Executive Director of ANFREL.

Before the election, Ichal said, “ANFREL
is hoping to see a peaceful electoral
competition with professionalism from
the elections management body to
ensure the credibility of the election.
ANFREL is also calling all the stakeholders for cooperation to help strengthen
the transparency and accountability of
the election.”
As indicated in its
post-election statements, ANFREL's
hopes were largely fulﬁlled, with the
result that there was broad acceptance
of the results by all parties.
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SCOTLAND STAYS WITH
THE UNITED KINGDOM
With 55.3% of them voting against
independence, Scottish voters decided
to remain part of the United Kingdom.
On September 18, 2014, 84.6% of
Scottish electorate went to the polls to
vote in a referendum on the question:
“Should Scotland be an independent
country?”
The referendum for independence was
enshrined in the Scottish Independence
Referendum Act passed by the Scottish
Parliament in 2013.

The “Yes Scotland” group was the lead
campaigner that represented political
parties, organizations, and individuals
supporting an independent Scotland.
Meanwhile, those who wished for
Scotland to stay a part of the United
Kingdom supported the “Better Together” campaign. “Better Together” advocated Scotland remaining in the UK and
focused on issues that would confront
an independent Scotland such as
currency, EU membership, public expenditures, and North Sea oil, among
others.

Those allowed to participate were
British citizens who were then resident
in Scotland, citizens of the 53 other
commonwealth countries who were
resident in Scotland, citizens of the 27
other European Union countries who
were resident in Scotland, members of
the house of lords who are Scotland
residents, Service/Crown personnel
serving the UK overseas in the British
Armed Forces or with Her Majesty’s
government who were registered to vote
in Scotland.
The voting age was reduced from 18
year to 16 years for the referendum.
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ANFREL ELECTS
NEW BOARD
OF DIRECTORS
The ANFREL Board of Directors
convened in Bangkok on September 4
and 5, 2014. The BoD welcomed two
new members – one from the People
Solidarity for Participatory Democracy
(PSPD) in South Korea and one from The
People's Voter Education Network
(JPPR) in Indonesia. The PSPD member is
replacing a member from Interband
(Japan) as the North/east Asia representative while the JPPR member is replacing a member from Indonesia's Komite
Independen Pemantau Penilu (KIPP).
The new composition of the Board of
Directors for 2014 – 2016 includes
directors from the following ANFREL
members:

THE ANFREL
E-BULLETIN
•South Asia: Odhikar (Bangladesh) and
People Action for Free and Fair Elections
(PAFFREL) (Sri Lanka).
•Southeast Asia: JPPR (Indonesia),
National Citizen Movement for Free
Elections (NAMFREL) (The Philippines),
Committee for Free and Fair Election
(COMFREL) (Cambodia), and Poll-watch
(Thailand).
•North/East Asia: PSPD (South Korean).

ANFREL E-bulletin is a new ANFREL
quarterly publication issued as part the
Asian Electoral Resource Center
program. Each E-bulletin will include
relevant and important updates regarding Asian electoral developments.
We encourage ANFREL members and
friends for contributions in the e-bulletin. For questions, suggestions, or inquiries, you may send us an e-mail at e-bulletin@anfrel.org.

ABOUT ANFREL
The Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL) was established in 1997 as Asia’s ﬁrst
regional network of civil society organizations focused on elections and election
monitoring. It strives to promote and support democratization at national and
regional levels in Asia.
ANFREL is supported by a number of national organizations from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Japan, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Timor Leste, and Thailand.
For more information, you may visit http://www.anfrel.org

Asian Network
for Free Elections
105 Sutthisarnwinnichai Rd, Huaykwang, Samsennok, Bangkok 10310
Thailand
PHONE : (+66) 2-277-3627
FAX : (+66) 2-276-2183
E-MAIL : anfrel@anfrel.org

