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MESSAGE 
FROM 
ANFREL’S 
CHAIRMAN

Asian election observation has become more well known in election circles 
over the course of the last few years. Yet manuals and handbooks on election 
observation too often fail to mention a key factor in the importance of election 
observation, particularly as it is practiced in Asia. This is that election observation 
provides an opportunity for citizen participation in the affairs of government during 
elections. It must be emphasized that attaining and sustaining democracy can 
happen only through faithful and persistent citizen action. Past experience has 
shown that citizen participation that begins with active participation in elections 
fosters a political culture that encourages citizen participation in promoting good 
governance which is why most if not all election monitoring organizations have 
“post election activities” that promote good governance which is necessary for 
the strengthening and building of democratic institutions. Hence, we have such 
projects as “Parliament Watch” and the like. These activities are triggered by the 
efforts of the citizenry to bring about free and fair elections and a recognition that 
building democracy begins with clean elections as the beginning point.

 

Mr.  Damaso Magbual
Chairman of ANFREL, Manila, the PHILIPPINES, 
A member of the National Council of the 
National Citizens’ Movement for Free Elections 
(NAMFREL)
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Mr. Koul Panha 
Vice Chairman of ANFREL
Committee for Free and Fair Elections 
in Cambodia (COMFREL), Phnom Penh, 
CAMBODIA

Mr. Rohana Hettiarachchi 
Secretary General of ANFREL
People’s Action for Free and Fair 
Elections (PAFFREL), Sri Lanka

WHY HAVE ASIAN OBSERVERS 
BECOME MORE IMPORTANT IN ASIA?

Because regional Asian election observation makes a difference to boost voter 
confidence, improve election administration, deter fraud, alleviate violence, and 
spread international electoral norms in Asia.  At the same time, the observation also 
focuses on concerns about adherence to professional standards, as the organization 
continues to issue assessment statements regardless of whether they legitimize the 
elections or not. The observation could also help to promote the creation and 
enforcement of regional democratic principles and standards.

Election observation by citizen organizations is both a contribution to, and one form 
of expression in, a political society.  Watchdogs of democracy and elections as well 
as Governance are most accepted and enjoy the highest credibility when they are 
local and assisted by partners from the region. So-called international Watchdogs 
from outside of Asia are still often considered suspect on grounds of bias and vested 
interest.

Hence, Asian Observers for elections in Asia do enjoy an advantage, but this 
advantage need not necessarily rule out interventions from international civil society 
and observer teams from other parts of the world.

The state of politics and governance in Asia is a mixed bag, with many countries 
still in a post conflict phase and others having elections that can hardly be called 
free and fair. Among the problems experienced in the region are political violence, 
limited space for freedom of expression and media, as well as weak governance 
and judicial structures. Elections and Government by elected members are both 
influenced by the political and social cultures of a country.  Hence it is best that 
observers of such elections have a fair grasp of these issues as well as other issues 
common to our region.
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Asian observers understand the region better due to the fact that their mission is 
deeply entrenched in the society for democratic change, upholding human rights 
and electoral freedom. EOMs run by Asian observers go beyond a mere episodic 
presence and are vital in the region to ensure that citizens of the given country 
benefit from good governance with zero tolerance for discrimination and denial 
of rights. Any observation mission is aimed not only to assess a singular election 
process, but also appraise the state of democratic development in a given country at 
a particular point in time. In addition to observing and reporting, the observers also 
enhance transparency and confidence in the process. In certain instances, observers 
have contributed to prevent conflict by deterring violence and helping to keep a lid 
on fraud. EOMs are also meant to promote democracy, human rights and the rule 
of law. They also contribute to strengthening democratic institutions and building 
public confidence in electoral processes through strategic intervention by deterring 
fraud, intimidation and the law of force.

Not all countries in Asia are democratic, and some of those calling themselves 
democratic have questionable EMB independence which adds doubt to how free 
and fair their elections are managed.  Asian electoral observers are therefore needed 
for a real democratization process.  Civic participation will ensure better legislators 
for countries in political transition. Citizen inclusiveness in politics is even more 
essential for a country with a record of highly corrupt elites. 

The economies of Asia are growing and establishing more complicated links while 
democracy in those countries too often goes nowhere. Given this lagging political 
development, and the dual threats of corruption and money politics that come 
with development, observation is needed to witness and provide a voice for change 
about electoral practices in need of improvement. 

Sakool Zuesongdham
ANFREL’s Treasurer and Board of Director
Open Forum for Democracy Foundation, 
Thailand

Laddawan Tantivitayapitak
ANFREL Foundation, Board of Director
Vice Chair of Political Development 
Council, Thailand

Gen. Saiyud Kerdphol
(Thai) Chair of ANFREL 
Foundation

Adilur Khan 
(Bangladeshi)
Board of Director

Komine Shigetsugu
(Japanese)
Board of Director

Prof. Kapil Shrestha
(Nepali)
Board of Director

Paskah  Irianto
(Indonesian)
Board of Director

Dr Withaya 
Sucharithanarugse, 
Board of Director,
from Chulalongkorn 
University.

Dr. Gopal Krishna Siwakoti
Secretary General, NEOC, Kathmandu, 
NEPAL
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The year 2011 brought to the Asian region some positive and unique challenges. 
Unpredictable incidents such as political conflicts and natural disasters caused 
the slowdown of local economies and created more debt and poverty in the 
community. Incidents such as earthquakes, a tsunami, the collapse of nuclear 
power generation, flooding and drought could all have an affect on local politics 
and serve to delay democratic development. In such situations, people often must 
focus on their physical survival rather than political battles. So far, there is no clear 
analysis indicating whether the rich are richer but many of the poor are absolutely 
poorer, with many of them requesting social welfare benefits and compensation 
due to losses suffered during the aforementioned disasters. It is sometimes hard 
for the poor to see the light at the end of the tunnel when money politics and 
corruption in all classes and in every profession, religion, and community seems to 
be accepted as a part of democracy.

Somsri Hananuntasuk, Executive Director

A
REPORT 
FROM 
ANFREL’S 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 
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The plan for 2011 was determined strategically. At the ANFREL General Assembly 
meeting in Thailand, the meeting came up with a consensus to use a new, 
additional avenue to promote democracy. Representatives from 22 organizations 
in 15 countries agreed to create an Asian Charter for Free and Fair Elections as part 
of establishing our own electoral benchmarks. The process would start with a draft 
in 2012 created by members that would be opened for public consultation before 
the declaration.

During the year, ANFREL worked closely with local institutions, Foundations, and 
embassies in Bangkok to foster peaceful elections in Thailand. Our various activities 
in Thailand received a great deal of media attention from the spring until the 
end of the year.  We have produced publications, a documentary and animations 
for our campaigns to be used for in-person trainings and to put on our website 
and Facebook.  Our website has received positive reviews and increased traffic. 
Our Facebook page is another means of reaching out to our target audience. Both 
avenues are also available as resources for peoples’ research and studies. In the 
future, we would like to be able to better promote our member activities from our 
own website.

Meanwhile, we have worked with IDEA, NDI and TAF for international promotion 
regarding the principles of international observers, domestic observers, free and 
fair elections, electoral justice and codes of conduct.   An article done by Vanessa 
Johanson Alpern for International IDEA titled “Promoting Electoral Integrity in 
Southeast Asia: ANFREL and ASEAN” focused partially on ANFREL. It helps reveal 
ANFREL’s role in Asia:  
“ANFREL’s Election Observation Missions (EOMs), while not perfect, have shown 
consistent efforts to bolster civil society contributions to electoral integrity and 
democratic progress.  Meanwhile, ASEAN is contemplating developing a capacity to 
run government EOMs in Southeast Asian countries.  These efforts could potentially 
complement ANFREL’s efforts by enhancing capacity building amongst government 
participants, helping to realize regional agreements on democratic principles in 
practical ways, and providing new “non-threatening” platforms for commenting on 
democratic progress in the region.  ASEAN can look to ANFREL’s example in terms 
of long-term engagement in EOMS on a ‘by Asians for Asians’ basis.   The same 
suggestion may be considered by SAARC in the near future and for others in Asia.” 
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During the first quarter of the year, time was spent on designing an election observers 
training manual intended to be used during our trainings and capacity building 
workshops. The manual is an outcome of the series of trainings and workshops that 
we had held informally over the last two years

Bidhayak Das, Coordinator 
for Capacity Building

Parliamentary Watch and media trainings for Burmese groups 
(Jan-February 2011)
A program was conceptualized to train selective media members, civil society 
organizations and political party representatives to access and manage information 
on the Burmese parliament. Accordingly, a weeklong training was held in Bangkok 
and Phnom Phen from 28th January to 3rd February 2011. 

The trainees were mostly young media personnel, activists and opposition political 
party representatives who wanted to study different models of parliament watch, 
such as the Citizen’s Congress Watch (CCW) in Taiwan and the Committee for Free 
and Fair Elections (COMFREL) Parliamentary and media monitoring initiatives in 
Cambodia. 

The study program to Cambodia for Burmese stakeholders was expected to have 
several sustainable benefits. The focus was both on an ideal model for media that 
is an ultimate goal and also on a more pragmatic way of operating in countries with 
serious challenges for media members and opposition political parties. 

ANFREL took up a three-year plan for capacity building in Myanmar which includes 
a follow-up assessment using member networks inside and outside Burma to 
conduct 3 more workshops on different issues given the new political context in 
the country. Efforts were also made to assist civil society groups to develop their 
election reporting systems. 

 

 

CAPACITY 
BUILDING



7

Study Tour to Indonesia, Thailand and South Africa

ANFREL and TAF conducted three exposure trips—study tours—for 20 Afghan 
nationals to visit one of three countries, Indonesia, Thailand and South Africa. 
There were three separate delegations comprised of about six to seven members 
each to study the different aspects of the electoral process in one of the three 
aforementioned countries. The study tours were conducted from February to March 
2011. 

They embarked on a long-term democratization exercise, starting with the reform 
process. The study tour forum was an attempt to bring together local residents of 
Afghanistan, eminent persons and influential individuals who are active in their own 
field of specialization, representing such institutions as the Independent Elections 
Commission, Parliament, Free and Fair Elections Foundation of Afghanistan, Ministry 
of Women’s Affairs, Ministry of Justice, Human Rights Commission, Civil society and 
religious dignitaries to focus on issues pertaining to Electoral Reforms and Electoral 
Dispute Resolution. 

One outcome of the tours was that delegates learned about election management 
models in the three countries visited with a view to finding alternative means 
for resolving electoral disputes and introducing reform measures.   The visits 
were able to enhance understanding of electoral legal frameworks and election 
administrations in other countries.  They could identify methods of involving voters 
and other stakeholders in the electoral processes and create mechanisms for 
continuing information exchanges

 

 

 

 

  

 

Gen. Saiyud gave a welcome
speech to Afghan delegates

Briefing by EISA in Johannesburg 

Welcome by Chairman of the ECT in Bangkok

A meeting with the South African 
Independent Election. Commission and 
the Election Commission from Angola.

The team discussed with NU’s leadership, Constitutional courts judges and 
commissioner of KPU, Indonesia
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PARLIAMENTARY 
EDUCATION, 
RESOURCE 
MAPPING 
PROJECT IN 
MYANMAR 

ANFREL has created a project on Training and Parliamentary Education (TAPE) in 
Myanmar. TAPE, conceptualised following extensive research and needs assessment 
surveys, is a 4-year project that began with a Myanmar Resource Mapping project 
completed in November. This is a bold and challenging initiative that has been started 
by ANFREL in Myanmar with the objective of initiating a Parliamentary education 
project that will attempt to educate the political class, civil society groups, media 
and the masses in general about parliamentary forms of governance systems, 
party based politics, parliamentary watch and media monitoring. This project will 
be subsequently implemented in other countries (a trial has been carried out in 
Afghanistan in 2010) and is a “Between Elections” initiative that ANFREL proposes to 
carry out on a regional level. 

The Resource Mapping: A Resource Mapping project lasting four months was carried 
out prior to the implementation of the actual Parliamentary Watch activity. 
The mapping process will be used as a first step to determine the kind of information 
that needs to be collected and that would be useful in the implementation of the 
‘Parliamentary Watch’ activity proposed as a second phase activity in the overall 
plan. The type of information that would be collected to conduct the Parliamentary 
Watch activities will depend largely on the objectives and feasibility determined 
during the resource mapping stage.

Not only were new resources identified during the mapping process, but the 
utilization of current, known resources was also examined. The primary question 
was whether current resources could be used differently to help meet the project’s 
goal and/or whether new resources are critically needed.

The resource mapping goals were prioritized based on the overall vision for the 
project and then mapped around each of the broader Parliamentary Education 
objectives including the Parliamentary Watch goals. 

A Task Force was set up with Field Coordinators and a group of about 10 people 
from different groups, mostly opposition political parties to coordinate the mapping 
process. A training and preparatory tool kit containing the basics of Resource Mapping 
guided the Task Force. It indicates the need to map the varied resources found 
across regions and systems, from public (with utmost caution) and private programs, 
grant funded programs, school/university based resources, political organizations, 
voluntary organizations and faith based organizations, etc.

 

   
A view from the Resource Mapping workshop Meetings with different political parties, lawyers and civil society groups as part of 

the Resource Mapping.
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ANFREL issued several statements during election missions and at other times when 
they were needed, a dire example being when the life of ANFREL’s board member in 
Bangladesh was threatened.  ANFREL also had an exhibit at an EMB forum in Jakarta 
where they were also able to distribute publications to conference attendees. In 
addition to new social networking outlets for distributing ANFREL’s message, here 
are some examples of publications from the past year

Ryan D. Whelan, Coordinator
for Advocacy and Campaign

ANFREL translated two publications from International IDEA (based in Stockholm) 
into local language.  The two publications focus on “Electoral Justice” and “Codes 
of Conduct for Political Party Campaigns”.  

 

  

 

ELECTORAL JUSTICE AND 
CODE OF CONDUCT BOOKS

ADVOCACY 
AND 
CAMPAIGN
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PREPARATION FOR ASIAN CHARTER
ANFREL has been preparing an Asian Charter (Bangkok Declaration) on Free and Fair 
elections (supporting by the advocacy division), which is scheduled to be held in 
two phases, in January 2012 and after September 2012. 

The Bangkok Declaration aims to create a “regional electoral instrument” in the 
form of a declaration to make stakeholders in the election management process in 
Asia more accountable and therefore more transparent.

The first forum was held in Pattaya, Chonburi Province and the second forum will 
be in Bangkok.  ANFREL is in the process of identifying potential cohosts for the 
event such as the Election Commission of Thailand. Additional partners will be 
finalized to aid in planning and promotion of the effort.

New Website Update and Facebook

A re-designed and greatly improved ANFREL website launched at the end of the 
year www.anfrel.org.  It, used in conjunction with social media, provides a more 
flexible and accessible way for ANFREL to reach its target audience. Both the IT 
manager and Advocacy coordinator update information regularly on the website.
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ELECTION 
OBSERVATION 
MISSIONS 
(EOMS)

April - June saw various activities that the Election Observation Mission Coordinator 
helped to coordinate/prepare. Foremost of these were two observation missions; 
one for the Thai General Election and one for local elections in West Papua 
Province, Indonesia.

Ichal Supriadi, Coordinator for EOM.

Nearly 100 ANFREL members and volunteers 
working in Thailand
I.  Pre-Election activities in Thailand were intended to promote a peaceful 
environment for campaigning, reduce conflict and promote credible elections 
before Polling Day on 3rd July, 2011.
 

Before the Thai Election 
Four organizations in Thailand, with the support of International IDEA, started 
their campaign activities in April by launching publications translated to Thai on 
Electoral Justice Systems and Codes of Conduct for political party campaigns. The 
four organizations are: the Research Center for Peace Building, Mahidol University, 
the Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL), the Open Forum for Democracy 
(PollWatch Foundation) and the Political Development Council (PDC).

Meetings and seminars were organized where, among other attendees, an official 
from the Election Commission of Thailand, the Democrat party spokesperson(the 
main party in government at that time) and a deputy leader of Pheu Thai party 
(the primary opposition party) came to comment on the Electoral Campaign Code 
of Conduct. The commentators showed their willingness to cooperate with our 
campaigns on Electoral Justice and the Code of Conduct.
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A PLEDGING 
AND 
SIGNING
CEREMONY
(11 MAY 2011)

An event was organized for political parties to ratify and sign the “Code of Conduct 
for the 2011 Electoral Campaign”.   Invitations were extended to 55 existing political 
parties to join the ceremony. The ceremony was organized on May 11, 2011 at 
Parliament Building II with speeches on Codes of Conduct and Ethics delivered 
by religious leaders from Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity. Representatives of 18 
political parties first pledged to observe and then signed the CoC.  The President 
of the Senate and acting President of the Parliament, the ECT General Secretary, 
Representatives from PDC, the PollWatch Foundation Chairman, the Director of the 
Research Centre for Peace Building, ANFREL’s Executive Director, a member of the 
Children and Youth Council of Thailand, and a representative of International IDEA 
additionally all signd the CoC.  

Two versions of the publication on Codes of Conduct, 60,000 brochures, as well 
as 10,000 copies of a poster (containing all six items of the Code of Conduct for 
Electoral Campaign with the names of all 18 political parties who signed the CoC) 
were printed for dissemination.
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The mission was funded by the Australian Embassy, Swiss Embassy and Norwegian 
Embassy.  ANFREL was the only organization that sent observers successfully 
accredited by the Election Commission of Thailand (ECT). In total, ANFREL had 24 
LTOs and 36 STOs from 22 countries to observe in Thailand.
 
Two Press Conferences were held at the Swissotel le Concorde. The Executive 
Director and members of the Board of Directors gave many interviews to the media 
in Bangkok while individual observers also gave interviews to provincial media.

RESULTS:
Many comments and reminders from ANFREL and PollWatch Foundation about 
violence, vote buying, advance voting were repeatedly raised during the election.  
ANFREL information/knowledge sharing through media, seminars, lobbying and 
meetings hopefully helped to reduce fraud and violence during the campaign. 
However, vote buying was still rampant and the way the ECT handled electoral 
complaints was not as good as we expected because ECT commissioners preferred 
to issue most red and yellow tickets many months after Election Day.   Many 
observers doubted Thailand’s Electoral Justice system.  However, observers and 
experts learned a lot about electoral administration by the Election Commission 
of Thailand. 

In the immediate post-election period, the ECT  would issue  two  yellow  cards 
that created the need for two re-elections that ANFREL teams had the opportunity 
to observe. ANFREL teams observed the re-election campaign and Election Day for 
two re-elections in Sukhothai and Nong Khai provinces held on July 31st, 2011. Two 
teams of three from ANFREL in BKK coordinated with members of ANFREL’s local 
member, PNET in observing the re-elections in these two provinces.

To ensure a comprehensive understanding of the dispute adjudication process, we 
followed up with the ECT in a meeting with members of their investigative team 
on July 14th, 2011 at the Election Commission offices.  They acknowledged our 
comments and clarified the timeline of investigations and certification of candidate 
results and they outlined the degree of certainty and evidence they require for their 
various findings.

Newspaper coverage of the ANFREL expert team 
meeting with the National Police Commander 
and other senior police before polling day.

EOM FOR THAILAND 
GENERAL ELECTION 2011
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Media Coverage

In English and in Thai
ANFREL had exclusive interviews with the vast majority of local and international 
news outlets in Thailand, examples of which are Voice of America (VOA), Strait Times, 
Swiss TV, Agence France-Presse (AFP), Channel News Asia, Strait Times, CNTV China, 
Asia Update TV, ABC Australia, BBC Radio, BBC TV Live from London, The Nation TV, 
Thai PBS, The Bangkok Post, Voice TV, Thairath, Matichon, and the Bangkok Business 
Newspaper (Krungthepthurakij).
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Following the success  of  the  West  Papuan  EOM,  ANFREL  continues  to  go  
deeper  to complete its study on elections in indigenous societies. ANFREL plans to 
deploy another team to study the upcoming elections in Papua, which is notable 
for including even more indigenous people than their brothers/sisters in West Papua.

The assessment team deployed to the Papua regions and visited the capital 
Jayapura, Puncak Jayawijaya (Wamena), and Biak to assess the viability of sending 
international observers, and to learn about security, deployment and logistics 
before deployment of the observation team.

Pre-election cooperation with other local institutions helped to  reduce  political 
violence during the time of the electoral campaign.

• Local people had become familiar with international observers and welcomed 
all visits/interviews by ANFREL. They exhibited more positive thinking about 
election observation than before.
• Observers gained more knowledge and became experts on local elections; 
some of them could be our resource persons in the future.
• The report from the West Papua mission told us that there remain serious 
challenges/concerns about West Papua and Papua politics.  The war between 
the different tribes is still ongoing while local people need more civic and voter 
education on democracy and credible elections

The mission was for a duration of one month and traveled to 3 tribal areas in 
the regencies of Maybrat, Tambrauw and Arfak Mountain. ANFREL’s three observers 
learned about a traditional society practicing democratic elections and made 
recommendations for improvements to the Electoral official e.g. Indonesia General 
Election Commission, the Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
ANFREL also actively lobbied and encouraged national NGOs to get more involved 
in West Papua and Papua.

Studied Elections in Tribal  Communities, 
West Papua and Papua 2011

ANFREL gained new experience when it studied, for the first time,  the conduct 
of elections in tribal communities, in West Papua, Indonesia. It sent a team of 
3 persons to observe West  Papua’s local  elections on  July  20, 2011. ANFREL’s 
analysis focused on three issues.  The first was the conduct of the elections’ 
administration and management. The second is to assess how the voter registration 
has been conducted and how the indigenous that live in their ancestral lands were 
recognized and reached since many indigenous people live deep inside highland 
forest areas. The last issue was to observe the voting behavior of the indigenous in 
exercising their franchise.

ELECTIONS 
IN PAPUA 
2011

 
 

 

 
 

 

ANFREL coordinator visited eligible voters and  
Interaction with Dani Tribes in Jayawijaya .

Voting from Jail in Papua, Indonesia
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I.  Zambia Election Observation
The Executive Director was invited by the Electoral Institute for Sustainable 
Democracy in Africa (EISA) to observe elections in Zambia. Fourteen international 
observers were deployed to observe the Presidential, National Assembly and Local 
Government Elections in  Zambia  scheduled to  take  place  on  Tuesday, 20
September 2011. The EISA mission in Zambia lasted from the 13th until the 22nd 
of September 2011.

II. Forum in Taiwan
ANFREL’s Chair  was  invited  to  participate in  the  2011
Assembly for Democracy in Asia (ADA), held on the
22nd and 23rd of August in  Taipei, Taiwan on  the  theme of “Democracy and 
development: The Global Challenges for Civil Society”.  The focus was on 1) the 
correlation between democracy and development, 2) the co-existence of different 
forms of democracies in the Greater Asian region, and 3) the ideal practice of 
implementing democracy given the great diversity of the region.

The assembly had 200 participants from 64 countries. ANFREL’s chair presided over 
the workshop on “Cultural Diversity and Democracy”. The workshop aimed to 
dispel the myth that democracy can only thrive in mono-ethnic societies. Rather, 
democracy can be vibrant and robust in multi- cultural societies as well.

III. NDI/UNEAD Meeting
The Global Network for Domestic Election Monitors (GNDEM), through the initiative 
of the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI), saw the need for a 
“set of standards for self- awareness and accountability among nonpartisan election 
monitoring organizations.” Thus, a drafting committee was organized sometime 
in May 2010 and met at Johannesburg, South Africa to “define the activities and 
delineate ethical obligations concerning impartiality, independence, accuracy 
transparency, nondiscrimination, respect for the rule of law and cooperation with 
other electoral stakeholders….” The “Declaration of Global Principles for Non-
Partisan Election Observation and Monitoring by Citizen Organizations and Code of 
Conduct for Non-Partisan Citizen Election Observers and Monitors” was adopted 
by more than 140 members of GNDEM spread across five continents. The process 
surrounding the development of the Declaration of Global principles was facilitated 
by NDI and the UN Electoral Assistance Division (UNEAD).

A meeting in New York at the offices of the UNEAD was called to plan for the 
launch of the Declaration of Principles in fitting ceremonies to be graced by the 
UN Secretary General and some high profile guests from the US government. The 
launch is tentatively was scheduled for sometime in March 2012 depending on the 
availability of the invited guests.

Likewise, the meeting provided for a discussion on how to strengthen the 
implementation of the principle and the roles of member organizations in launch 
and post launch activities.

The meeting participants came from regional networks from Africa, Eastern Europe, 
Latin America, the Middle East and Asia. Damaso G. Magbual of NAMFREL and 
ANFREL represented Asia.
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The somewhat in Myanmar is somewhat changed, given that there is more space 
to talk about political developments and read about activities of all other political 
parties in the newspapers. This newfound freedom is hopefully a sign of what’s in 
store for the country’s future.  Bidhayak Das visited Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s house 
in Rangoon during a visit by U.S. Secretary of State Hilary Clinton.

This came at an opportune time for Myanmar to strengthen its newfound freedom, 
as much as possible, by preparing the country for a process of hopefully clean and 
credible by-elections, which are scheduled for April 1st, 2012. The by-elections, 
which will be held in 48 electoral constituencies, will also see the National League 
for Democracy (NLD) and its leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi contesting, which 
definitely augurs well for this military controlled country. It should not be forgotten 
though that the military will continue to control Parliament and the newly elected 
government led by the USDP. 

There are however reasons to believe that the military backed government under 
President U Thein Sein will be more inclined to strengthen democracy in Myanmar 
than has been the case in the past. Recent visits to Myanmar by Sec. Hillary Clinton 
and a string of other diplomats from all over the world and their open engagement 
with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi as well as other actors clearly goes to show that changes 
are actually taking place on the ground. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

COORDINATOR 
WITNESSED 
MYANMAR 
POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
IN DECEMBER 
2011

Photo by Bidhayak Das/ ANFREL
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OTHER 
ACTIVITIES

 
EMBs and EOMs representatives from 
ASEAN Countries gathering at the hotel.

Meeting on new constitution
at Grand Mercure Bangkok hotel

ANFREL members shook hands one by one 
with President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono 
of Indonesia at Merdeka Palace 

 

Jakarta Forum on Election Management Bodies (EMBs) 
and Exhibition

Post Election activities with the PollWatch foundation

ANFREL delegations attended a forum of ASEAN EMBs put on by the KPU (Election 
Commission of Indonesia) and International IDEA in Jakarta. During the conference, 
ANFREL’s Executive Director gave the forum a presentation on the importance 
of election observation that also detailed the differences between International 
Observation and Domestic Observation. In addition to everything that ANFREL’s 
delegation learned during the forum, the presentation and ANFREL’s presence at 
the forum was useful to directly communicate to and build relationships with EMBs 
in the region. 

ANFREL submitted a separate proposal regarding the use of leftover fund from the 
2011 Thai mission for 10 seminars with local organizations; Poll Watch Foundation, 
Mahidol University and the Council for Political Development.   The first seminar/
workshop was about “Post Election Civil Engagement and the Revamp of Thai 
Electoral Law.” It was held at Grand Mercure Fortune, Bangkok on16-18 December 
2011.  It was organized by the Open Forum for Democracy Foundation, ANFREL and 
People Network for Elections in Thailand (P-NET). Part of the budget was allocated 
to produce a series of 5 animations on democracy, good governance and election 
observation.   All animations will be shown on local TV and will later be used for 
capacity building in Asia.
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ANFREL also organized a congratulatory ceremony for our Vice Chair, Mr. Koul Panha, 
from Cambodia on the occasion of his winning a Ramon Magsaysay award for his 
courageous work in fighting for democracy in Cambodia.

He is one of six prestigious Ramon Magsaysay 2011 award winners for his unremitting 
work in fighting for a free and fair democratic system in Cambodia. The awards, often 
referred to as the “Nobel peace prizes of Asia”, are “given to persons - regardless 
of race, nationality, creed or gender - who address issues of human development 
in Asia with courage and creativity, and in doing so have made contributions which 
have transformed their societies for the better.”

A small presentation of  his  work  was held in  the  evening  of  4th September 
2011, at 18.30, at the Emerald   Hotel in Bangkok.

Magsaysay Award for ANFREL Vice Chair

Documentary Movie Production
ANFREL produced its first documentary film regarding elections in Afghanistan. The 
film was inspired by ANFREL’s work in Afghanistan and focuses on footage taken 
during EOMs in Afghanistan for the presidential and provincial council elections 2009 
and parliamentary elections 2010. The footage was taken by different cameramen 
and put together and produced by MMC production in Bangkok, Thailand.

The first cut of the movie is already complete and ready for feedback while 
launching and circulation through mainstream media is planned for the near future.
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ANFREL’S  
GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 
(GA) 
MEETING
July 5, 2011, Swissôtel Le Concorde, 
(Le Lotus II Meeting Room) 
Bangkok, Thailand

The GA was held at the end of the Thai mission at the same hotel the mission used.  
Among its other decisions, it accepted Citizen’s Congress Watch (CCW) from Taiwan, 
as its newest member organization. All Coordinators and staff presented their work 
at the GA meeting.

Chairman Damaso Magbual seconded that this kind of focus should continue and all 
future work should have a connection to ANFREL’s core principles working towards 
free and fair elections.
Mr. Magbual explained the current position regarding registration of ANFREL according 
to Thai laws. He explained the current composition of the board, a structure that 
was confirmed to continue at the last board meeting. It is as follows:

• South Asia: 8 organizations = 3 board members 
East Asia: 3 organizations = 1 board member Southeast Asia: 8 organizations = 3 
board members
• Moving to voting on a new board, a caucus of the GA representatives of the 
three regions each chose nominees from their respective regions: South Asia, 
Southeast Asia and East Asia.

All members agreed to an idea to have  program that advocates for vigilance on 
parliamentary proceedings between elections, complimenting ANFREL’s work. In 
addition to this, some GA members offer additional resources and ideas of things 
ANFREL can do.

ANFREL’s Vice Chair also brought an amendment to the constitution to rename 
the executive council to be called the board of directors going forward; as it more 
accurately reflects the role they play. A role call head count approved the changes.  
Mr. Rohana Hettiarachchi, ANFREL Sec.Gen. also mentioned the role he had played 
on the board, thanked his fellow board members for their help, and expressed his 
hope for future cooperation.
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SECRETARIAT TEAM 

ANFREL’S FACEBOOK
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ANFREL’S WEBSITE
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Usd Baht Usd Baht

   Donation 874,320.06 26,666,761.77 426,438.24 12,793,147.22
   Interest income 2,047.40 62,445.66 637.16 19,114.82
   Other income -                     -                      -                     -                   
   Total Income 876,367.46 26,729,207.43 427,075.40 12,812,262.04

Project Activities
Thailand Project 479,009.20 14,609,780.48 -                     0.00
Afghanistan Project 208.01 6,344.20 41,468.11          1,244,043.32
Aceh Project 1,155.25            35,235.00           -                     -                   
Philippine Project 48.70 1,485.41 128,314.48        3,849,434.47
Srilanka Project 0.00 0.00 2,621.39            78,641.60
Burma Project 1,298.03 39,590.00 42,346.16          1,270,384.90
West Papua Project 23,476.17          716,023.24         -                     -                   

Training and Seminar 64,113.14 1,955,450.92 46,316.82 1,389,504.72

Administrative and Operating Expenses 173,458.55 5,290,485.83 150,243.16 4,507,294.89
   Total expenses 742,767.05 22,654,395.08 411,310.13 12,339,303.90

Income over Expenses - this year 133,600.40 4,074,812.35 15,765.27 472,958.14

INCOME

EXPENSES

2011 2010

ANFREL FOUNDATION STATEMENT 
OF INCOME AND EXPENES FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2011
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ANFREL FOUNDATION 
BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT DECEMBER 31, 2011

Usd Baht Usd Baht

Current assets
   Cash and cash equivalents 247,780.74 7,557,312.50 222,836.93 6,685,107.99
   Advance activities 16,538.17 504,414.07 1,255.97 37,679.00
         Total Current Assets 264,318.90 8,061,726.57 224,092.90 6,722,786.99

Office equipment 18,552.48 565,850.58 18,861.69 565,850.58

Other asset 2,523.33 76,961.48 2,565.38 76,961.48

TOTAL ASSETS 285,394.71 8,704,538.63 245,519.97 7,365,599.05

Current liabilities
    Advance payable -                     -                      30,443.82 913,314.58
    Accrued expenses 12,640.95 385,548.96 30,868.25 926,047.58
    Pass - KEPA -                     -                      -566.19 -16,985.55 
    Pass - Afghan -                     -                      43,912.72 1,317,381.73
    Other current liability -                     -                      249.86 7,495.78

Total Current Liabilities 12,640.95 385,548.96 104,908.47 3,147,254.12

Cumulative income over expenses
    Initial fund 9,836.07 300,000.00 10,000.00 300,000.00
    Donate assests 63,566.67 1,938,783.39 57,174.85 1,715,245.49
    Cumulative Income over expenses - this year 203,471.21 6,205,871.79 55,270.04 1,658,101.30

Fund Balance 276,873.94 8,444,655.18 122,444.89 3,673,346.79

Total Liability and Fund Balance 289,514.89 8,830,204.14 227,353.36 6,820,600.91

2010

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE

2011

ASSETS
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